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Band students learn music and culture on trip
For a student to learn the music of
another culture is always intriguing, but to
perform it in the very country where that
music was born is something really special.
And that is precisely what happened when
a group of Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville students traveled to Trinidad
to perform in a steel band.

Aldemaro Romero Jr.
College Talk

some of the students, along with their
instructor, Dan Smithiger, of the department of music at SIUE. They were: Sophie
Browning and Alyssa Cowan, both majors
in music education, and with Merrick HajiSheikh and Ryan Helenthal, both majors
in music performance. During the last
Christmas break they visited Port of Spain,
the capital of Trinidad and Tobago, a small
country off the coast of eastern Venezuela.
only one in the entire St. Louis area and
the idea to create it was the brainchild of
Smithiger.
“There are other steel bands in the
country associated with universities,” he
explained. “One of the first steel bands
to be associated with a university was
actually up the street at Northern Illinois
University in the early 70s. So it is a common thing and it is such a wonderful
vehicle for world music and specifically
music of the Caribbean.”
For Browning, who originally played
the clarinet, learning the music of steel
band was an exceptional experience for
her career as a music educator. “For me
the attraction was getting some experience in an area which was completely
outside of anything I had done before,”
she said.
For Haji-Sheikh, the whole idea came
from his surroundings. “In an interesting
twist of fate I was raised by NIU,” he said.
“I lived a block away from campus, and I
got really infatuated with the whole idea
of becoming a percussionist. They have a
really good percussion program and then
they have the steel band and my high
school had a steel band. When I was looking for schools I came here and heard they
had a steel band and I wanted to be a part
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Prof. Dan Smithiger (left) and his SIUE students of the steel band in Trinidad.
of that as well.”
Cowan, a native of the Chicago area, was
already familiar with steel band music. “I
actually participated in a steel band when
I was in the eighth grade and that was
my first exposure to it,” she said. “Other
than that, steel bands are very few and
far between. This was the only one in the
area that I knew of. I grew up about a half
hour from Northern Illinois and I was not
exposed to that either. So this was com-

pletely new and different.”
Helenthal said that he already sees the
great advantages of learning steel band
music. “There are a lot of different styles
and things like that and being a performance major I think it is really important,
especially for a percussionist, to be well
rounded and have at least some idea of the
different styles of music,” he said. “With
our trip to Trinidad, being able to go to the
birthplace of where it got started and get-

ting involved in that culture is even more
than the standard textbook stuff that you
learn about. Being able to experience it is
very helpful.”
This is not the first time that Smithiger
took students to Trinidad.
The first time he took nine students
and this last trip 15, which speaks of the
increasing popularity of this type of music
on campus. Some of the students, including Browning, went on both trips.

“Last time we went and we played and
that was really cool,” Browning said. “But
this time we went back knowing people. I
personally know a couple of local people
who I met last year, and when I went back
it was like I already had friends waiting for
me. And we got to play a lot more and we
competed with them on a stage. Playing
here is great, but when you go there it is a
completely different atmosphere.” For others, like Haji-Sheikh, the trip was a broader
experience that went beyond the music.
“Down in Trinidad it is obviously a
slightly different culture, but there are
obvious parallels,” said Haji-Sheikh. “In
high school we have big bands that students join and learn the art of the big
band. From my experience with that and
then going down there and participating
in this competition, a lot of the ways they
approach things are the same, with the
exception that they try to learn it all by ear.
There is not a lot of paper involved. Mostly
the section leader will play something and
you are expected to pick it up by ear.”
Given the simplicity of the instruments
in a steel band, one wonders if they could
be good tools to introduce to children.
“Definitely,” said Cowan. “We did that
over the summer at the percussion camp
that I helped with here. It is difficult to
teach them because the drums are so malleable, you hit it and it changes pitch. So
it is hard to teach them not to create their
own instrument by playing it. But the
visual of it is great for kids because they
can see the note they want to look for and
then they can play it and hear it and make
the connection.”
Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show,
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning
at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached
at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

Clayton plans Parties in the Park Fram es
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St. Louis’ original, longest-running outdoor happy hour, Parties in the Park in
Downtown Clayton, kicks off its 31st season May 14 and continues on the second Wednesday of each month through
September 10.
Parties in the Park will be returning to
last year ’s popular location on Central
between Forsyth Boulevard and Maryland
Avenue.
“The response to last year ’s move to
Central was unanimous. Everyone loved
it,” said Ellen Gale, executive director of the
Clayton Chamber of Commerce.
“Businesses and restaurants saw an

increase in sales and traffic, and those in
attendance had a blast.”
Entertainment for the 31st season of Parties
is confirmed and is sure to keep party-goers
moving and grooving all summer long. This
year ’s music lineup includes:
· May 14 – Radiogram, sponsored by
Lathrop & Gage LLP
· June 11 – Odds Lane, sponsored by
Curtis, Heinz, Garrett & O’Keefe P.C.
· July 9 – Supermajik Robots, sponsored
by Carmody MacDonald P.C.
· August 13 – The VCRs, sponsored by
Mueller Prost P.C.
· September 10 – Griffin and the Gargoyles,
sponsored by The Wheelhouse and Midland
States Bank.

Parties in the Park in Downtown Clayton
is THE place to enjoy great food and music
with friends.
The party starts at 5 and goes until 8:30
p.m., with half-priced beer from 5 to 5:30
p.m. Admission is free and open to the
public.
Whether looking to mingle with friends
and colleagues, meet new people or just
relax after a hard day’s work with an icecold beer, you won’t want to miss the 31st
season of Parties in the Park in Downtown
Clayton.
For more information call the Clayton
Chamber of Commerce, 314-726-3033, or
visit www.partiesinthepark.org. Follow us
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
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The device is similar to a staple gun but shoots out V-nails one-ata-time. “It gives you a nice tight corner,” she says. “ It works on most
things, and it’s much sturdier. If you add glue and V-nail it together you
have a pretty sturdy frame that’s not going to fall apart on you.”
Custom framing is one of the last labor-intensive trades left in the area.
“Today they make bread from scratch, and roast coffee from scratch,”
Frey says. “So we build frames from scratch.”
The store was built on top of what was once the Lux Theatre, a rival
of the Wildey Theatre that seated 700 people during the 1940s and '50s.
It closed in June of 1958. “This was the original stage of that theatre,
where they took the curtain up,” Frey says. “You can still see some of
the features.”
Frey can also design and put together a mat using the Wizard Mat
Designer computer program. Seated at the computer, she fiddles with
size, design, and other variables and then allows a pneumatic Wizard
Mat Cutter to cut it to spec. On Monday morning she created a child’s
Easter card that featured a bunny and flower. It takes only minutes to
create flags, certificates, graduation cards, and more; a few years ago it
might have taken a day.
The name Frames by 3 was coined by the original owner, whose two
sisters worked with him.
Not long ago, when Frey was helping run the business for the
Hamiltons, she came to the conclusion that she wasn’t going to continue working by herself. Then she learned that White had bought the
Hamiltons out.
“It was like some kind of divine thing that occurred,” she says. “Made
in Heaven itself for my needs. She came along like a white knight.”
Asked why she didn’t just kick back and retire, White answers: “Who
says you have to retire at a certain age?”
“Not ready,” Frey says. “Few of us are just ready to pack it in. I don’t
think retirement is the same as it used to be. Now it’s ‘Let’s try something new.’”
The new challenge, White says, will give let her “create and express
and learn.”
And more than the other places she has worked, Edwardsville has a
good business climate. “I love Edwardsville. I love the people here. It’s
just so energetic.”
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Spelling champs
Trinity St. Paul Lutheran School in Hamel conducted its annual spelling bee recently. The following participants won for their
grade level: third grade: Silas Curtis (front row, left) fourth grade: Allysa Jaskiewicz (front row, right) fifth grade: Peyton Ashauer
(back row, left) sixth grade: Ryleigh Isbell (back row, second from left) seventh grade: Jasper Bartony (back row, third from left)
eighth grade: Katelyn Bowers (back row, fourth from left) The Grand Champion was Jasper Bartony.

“We looked at the project from the perspective of how to increase
transparency and accountability to the residents of Edwardsville
Township by making a more user friendly website,” Miles said in the
news release. “We want information we provide to be easily accessible
whether you’re at home on your computer or trying to access information on the go from your phone or mobile device. It is important for
our online resources to reflect the community we serve as we continue
to ensure Edwardsville is a place where people want to live and raise
a family.”
Future plans for the new website include developing an interactive
customer service communications page and an online reservations systems for rental of the Hays Mallory Community Building and shelters
at Edwardsville Township Park, also known as Airplane Park.
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“It’ll be a drop-in, open-house kind of thing,”
she said.
In between serving as a school and a museum,
the building has also been used as a library, a jail,
village hall and, Martin said, possibly a doctor’s
office.
Museum staff members are looking for any
photos of the building in any of its roles to dis-

play during the open house.
“We’ll have a lot of the class pictures. . . so
maybe we can identify some of the people we’re
missing,” Martin said. “We hope everybody will
come out and reminisce – maybe they went to
school here, maybe they came to pay a water
bill.”
The museum, as of Thursday, began its summer schedule.
Extended hours are now 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.
In addition, the Yanda Log Cabin is open for
guests on the fourth Saturday of each month from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

As spring evolves into summer, the museum is
celebrating the season with a display of wedding
dresses that span a century.
Currently, the museum has dresses on display
from every era – except 1910.
“We’ve had success with it,” Martin said. “A lot
of dresses are on loan so people have had their
friends come in and see them.”
In addition, the display also features exhibits
on wedding omens – both good and bad – as well
as wedding traditions.
The exhibit is on display until June 26.
For more information about the museum, call
288-7271 during operating hours.

A motion and second were made to recommend approval of the ordinance.
The recommendation was approved and will be up for approval by the
Administrative and Community Services Committee.
On Monday, Edwardsville received heavy rains and Williams provided an
update on how the rains were handled.
"Today (Tuesday) there were a few more locations where there were reported backups," Williams said.
Runoff backups were scattered throughout the city.
The north side of Edwardsville received the heaviest rain.
Various roads had standing water on them.
Hillsboro was impassable and Chapman was flooded but still passable and
portions of Troy Road also experienced flooding.

