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Regional

Voss feels people need to know how nature works
Some people think that graduating from
college puts an end to their education. Others
believe that it is after college that learning
really begins and that is also the time to
share one’s knowledge in order to make the
world a better place. One of these people is
Sheila Voss.
Voss was born in Winter Park, Florida. She
received her bachelor’s degree in English
and Communications from Pennsylvania
State University and her master’s degree
in Environmental Sciences from Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. Today she is
Vice President of Education for the Missouri
Botanical Gardens.
Voss credits her undergraduate degree at
Penn State for her interest in environmental
education. “Where I went, others were getting jobs at investments firms, but soon I
realized that I wanted to deepen my work
with natural sciences," she said. “I got a
job at Sea World working at the Science
Education Department doing science writing, then started pursuing more work in science education. I moved up here in St. Louis
about 15 years ago, and when I was looking
to deepen my environmental science knowledge, I looked around and the program at
SIUE in Environmental Science really caught
my eye.”
Most people see aquariums, zoos and
botanical gardens as recreational places, but
these places also play an important role
in conservation efforts and public education. “Most visitors come [to the Botanical
Garden] for a wonderful day with their
families and friends,” Voss said. “They are
not necessarily coming with an agenda of
learning something, but some of them are
and those are the ones taking classes and
signing up for more in-depth learning experiences,” she said.
Even though the majority of visitors to the
Missouri Botanical Garden come for its beauty, Voss firmly believes that during these
visits, a different experience can also take
place. “There is also this layer of other learn-
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Sheila Voss with her children at the SIUE Gardens.
ing experiences about the role and value of
nature, plants, and landscape, . . . in the great
outdoors,” she said.
Because Voss believes education is an
ongoing process and despite working in one
of the world’s best botanical gardens, she
visits other similar institutions with her family. “It is really easy to let your life get overwhelmed with work,” she said. “If you are
working parents, you know there are those
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“Would it be unreasonable to hold it for 30
days? If someone’s gone on vacation. . . that 15
days could be up at that point,” Smith said.
Trustee Dr. Loren Hughes, however, said he
doesn’t want to create problems for businesses
that deal in precious metals.
“You’re hurting the business itself,” Hughes
said. “People are buying this to turn it over and
sell it. If you’re saying you have to hold this for
30 days, you’re hurting their cash flow.”
Chief of Police John Lakin said some communities with similar ordinances have holding periods
as short as three days.
The committee agreed to allow the full board to
determine the holding period.
Glen Carbon does not have a pawn shop,

obligations and even if you are stay-home
parents, there are all these demands for your
time and it is so easy to get wrapped up that
if you do not do this or that after school, then
somehow you are not investing in your child
as much,” Voss said. “Take a breath, slow
down and manage your time with your kids
more,” she said, stressing the importance of
weaving in one’s daily schedule downtime
with the family.

which would be the direct target of such an ordinance, but at least one jewelry store in town does
buy and sell precious metals.
That business and others like it will be required
to apply for a license to deal in precious metals if
the ordinance passes.
Licenses would cost applicants $100.
Further, the ordinance states that the seller of
precious metals would be required to show two
forms of identification, one with a photo, to the
buyer.
The buyer would be required to make an accurate description of the item, photograph it, make
copies of the identification used and record the
transaction in detail.
Buyers would also be required to report any
item they believe to be stolen to the police department.
Fines for violating any part of the ordinance
range from $5 to $500.
“It’s very important,” Lakin said. “It’s another
big hurdle for the criminal element.”

Voss believes this is particularly true when
you live in a big city. “There is a great recent
book ‘Biophilic Cities’ [by Timothy Beatly],
which is all about integrating nature into
urban planning and design,” she said. “It is
all about how cities use creative ways trying
to ensure biodiversity,” she said. The book
focuses on how plants, animals, and other
creatures share our living space and what
role they play in the larger ecosystem. “From

The committee also forwarded a proposed
amendment to the village code with regard to
alcohol sales and large-scale events.
The ordinance is intended to give the police
department more information when a special
event is being planned.
“When someone is going to have a large event,
such as a fraternity party or sorority party, there
are some things they are responsible for providing to us and then we evaluate it and determine
if they have enough law enforcement protection,”
Lakin said.
Under the provisions of the proposal, the village would require 10 days notice for any special
event to be conducted at any licensed establishment that sells or provides alcohol at which more
than 150 people are expected to attend.
An application for such events would be available through the village.
The ordinance was forwarded contingent upon
a section addressing violations and penalties
being added.
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Troop members not only wrote,
produced and directed a video
informing their peers of the dangers of bullying, but also made
1,250 anti-bullying buttons for
both students and staff members
of the schools. They also installed
informative bulletin boards within the three locations.
"(One of the principals)
asked the girls to put up a bulletin board in her school. Then,
it just kind of snowballed from
there as far as making sure all
three schools had a bulletin
b o ard up , " M c C r a c k e n s aid .
" T h e n i t w e n t i n t o p ro d u c ing the little video they gave
to each of the schools. They
wanted to know that their
p ee r s go t t h e m e s s a g e, a n d
that's when they started with
the buttons."
McCracken's daughter, Colleen,
is a member of the troop.
"The most enjoyable part was
probably knowing that there
won't be as many people being
bullied and as many people bullying other people," she said,
before adding, "I liked making
the buttons."
Fellow troop member Kylie
Schumacher added, "I was able to
spend time with my friends and
make the bulletin boards. I felt
like I was able to do something
that might help stop bullying in
my school."
Emily Kloostra, daughter of
another co-leader of the troop,
felt the project was very important to the community.
"I've been bullied and so have
my friends and so have some of
the troops, and so we thought
we should raise awareness of
bullying and try to stop it," she
explained.
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Pictured with the Cassens bulletin board are Colleen McCracken, Aubrie Goodall, Marta Korte,
Lauren McGarr, Kylie Schumacher, Isabella Doyle and Emily Kloostra.
Kloostra also explained that
she enjoyed doing the video, saying, "We all got to hang out and
got to do a lot of laughs because
of the bloopers and everything. It
was very fun."
Because of their efforts, Troop
370 were awarded the Girl Scout
Bronze Award, which is the highest honor a Junior Girl Scout can
earn.
According to Erin Johnson,
Communications and Marketing
Manager for the Girl Scouts of
Southern Illinois, in order to
achieve the Bronze Award, Girl
Scouts must complete a Girl
Scout Junior journey to "discover
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At EHS, the class size averages are math
– 27 students, science – 28 students, social
science – 28 students, English – 26 students,

their values, connect with others
and take action by completing a
service project that is meaningful
to their Girl Scout troop."
From there, they must develop
a plan to achieve their goals for
affecting the community, put the
plan in motion and make efforts
to inform the community about
the Girl Scout Bronze Award
project.
"The girls decided they wanted
to earn their Bronze Award, (so)
they brainstormed ideas of what
they could do for their community... and this is what they decided
to do," McCracken explained.
"This has been a real gift to

foreign language – 26 students, physical
education – 30 students, health and driver ed
– 24 students, and business/applied tech – 26
students.
Other student enrollment highlights include
increases at the fourth grade level, which has
595 students enrolled; sixth grade, which has
599 students; and eighth grade, which has 575
students.

our school," said Martha Richey,
Principal of Cassens Elementary.
"What I think is so great about
this is the peer leadership shown.
The peer leadership has a very
positive influence among students at Cassens.
"It's a wonderful community
service project... that blends very
well with the anti-bullying education that we continue throughout the year."
For more information about the
Girl Scouts organization and its
efforts in the area, visit the Girl
Scouts of Southern Illinois website at http://www.gsofsi.org/.

These enrollment numbers show that the
2013-2014 enrollment for EHS could increase
to well over 2,500 as each class will enroll over
600 students.
Currently, the freshman class has an enrollment of 659, and the sophomore class has
enrolled 635 students.
Middle school enrollment has increased from
1,672 to 1,711 this year.

an ecological stand point, that is one thing
that definitely keeps me up at night—as a
professional and as a mom—people not having a real sense of the life support system,”
she said. Voss describes this system as an
urban tree canopy, which plays an important
role in water management, air quality, and
habitat protection. “We do not think of those
things in our daily life. We are not thinking
about this ecology around us,” Voss said.
Voss recently wrote a chapter for the
book “After the Academy” published by the
College of Arts and Sciences at SIUE. One
of the episodes she recalled in her chapter
focused on her master’s in environmental sciences. For her thesis, Voss decided
to pursue a question about the relationship between corporate environmental and
financial performance. “In doing so, I had
to talk to engineers, to accountants and
MBA students, energy resource specialists,”
she said. Voss had to take into consideration
all of these different areas of expertise and
examine their connection to the ecological
services that these decision makers influence.
For Voss, this is a fundamental issue.
“While many corporations out there are
indeed putting ecological services into their
decision-making, it is falling through the
cracks,” she said. “My experience in doing
that study is that everyone, no matter what
career track they follow, can benefit from
knowing how the natural world works,”
Voss said.
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard
every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE,
88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.
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“I was 39 years old when I bought the car,” Hertel said. “Jim was one to only
keep cars for 10 years or so. It was the third or fourth Corvette he had owned.
He didn’t get wrapped up in them. He knew I liked the car.”
Hertel treasured his new purchase and enjoyed driving it, versus keeping it
garaged only to admire. It was his first Corvette.
“It wasn’t a piece of gold – we really enjoyed it,” he said. “We trailered our boat
with it to Lake Shelbyville and the Lake of the Ozarks. I also occasionally drove it
to work. We even drove it to Tampa, Fla. On our way to Florida we pulled into a
rest area late at night in Chattanooga, Tenn. We were so tired we both fell asleep
in the car. We woke up to about 30 people surrounding the car looking at it. A
Greyhound bus had stopped right behind us to use the rest area.”
In 1991, he decided to sell his love after a short eight-year relationship. The
mileage on the odometer read nearly 96,000.
“The new generation had been out for a couple of years and I had an opportunity to buy another Corvette at a good deal,” Hertel recalled. “I bought a
1988 Corvette convertible that I later sold in 2003. But, when I sold that 1974
Corvette it bothered me. I often wondered where it was.”
In the meantime, the 1974 Corvette changed hands two more times – in 2004
and 2005 and unknown to Hertel, his past prized possession never strayed
more than 150 miles from his home.
In 2005, Barry and Julia Clark from Dongola purchased the vehicle from
someone in Ana, a short distance away, and began restoring it.
In early 2006, Hertel received a call from Julia Clark.
“She tracked me down through the Illinois title search,” he said. “I asked her
if she was sure I was an owner. She read off the VIN number and sure enough
that was it.”
Clark told him that the car was in primer grey and ready for painting. She
had no idea what the original color was or much about the car in general. Hertel
surprised her and told her that he still had the original window sticker and several pictures that would help her bring the car back to its original look.
He also told her the story of the car and how Jim Smith had passed away in
2000 and that there was a lot of sentimental value in it to him.
The two kept in touch off and on over the next six years. Clark sent photos
of the Corvette to him during the restoration and kept him up-to-date on the
awards the car was receiving at the local car shows.
He often jokingly told her that when she was ready to sell it he would be
interested.
Hertel said, “I hadn’t seen the car in 20 years, so I called her up and told
her that I was coming down to Carbondale with my son-in-law at the end of
November 2011 and was hoping I could see the car. She told me that she could
do me one better. She had talked with her husband and they were ready to sell
the vehicle.”
Hertel didn’t give it a second thought. He rented a trailer in hopes that he
would be bringing his ’74 Corvette back home. When he and his son-in-law,
Patrick, turned the corner onto Clark’s street, the vehicle was parked out in the
front lawn. He hadn’t seen this car in over 20 years.
A mere 11,000 miles had been put on the odometer since he sold the vehicle
in 1991 and the Clark’s had only added 1,300 miles during the last six years of
owing it.
“It didn’t run very well,” he recalled. “It barely made it on the trailer. I
learned that it had been sitting for six months covered up in the garage. We
agreed on a price and I brought it back home. When we pulled in the drive my
wife said she was not surprised.”
Mary Hertel added, “He was in heaven because he didn’t think he would
ever see it again.”
Along with the vehicle, Clark provided him with two large cardboard boxes
containing all of the original parts that had been changed out over the years
as well as the trophies that the Clark’s had earned over the years showing the
dark green beauty at local car shows. Hertel said that it even had the original
spark plug wires in the box.
Surprisingly, Clark also handed him a large photo album. He said his jaw
dropped as he opened it to discover a scrapbook painstakingly created by
Julia Clark to capture the history of the Corvette’s life. The album contained
the names of former owners, original price sticker, warranty booklet, owner’s
manual, vehicle maintenance schedule, a few photos and most of the repair
receipts spanning the last 38 years.
Hertel added the original window sticker he kept all of those years.
In April, the Hertel’s added a third bay, or as he likes to say, “the vet cave”
onto his garage to house his now antique Corvette. He has restored the vehicle
back to 97 percent of its original parts. It joins a 2000 Corvette convertible he
acquired in 2006.
“I’ve been retired since 2004 and it’s fun,” he said. “I tell Mary that I’m going
out. She asks where and I tell her out to the garage. I still send emails to Julia
once in a while to tell her what I’ve done to the car. It’s still a work in process
car. Sometimes it sits for a few weeks. I don’t spend all my waking hours on it.
I tweak it. I want it to stay in the family now.”
Hertel joined the Looking Glass Corvette Club three years ago. The club has
been in existence for more than 35 years. He participates in cruises and activities regularly conducted by the club. For the last six years he has also volunteered as a judge at the annual D.A.R.E. car show in Edwardsville.
Perhaps next year he won’t be able to volunteer as a judge since he would
like to begin entering his 1974 Corvette into car shows. It’s time to show off his
first love, after being apart for more than 20 years.

