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Scholar brings English literature to 21st century
Sometimes scholars come from unlikely
backgrounds and study unlikely subjects.
One such person is Yannick le Boulicaut, a
French scholar who specializes in English
literature. He is now a professor at the
Catholic University of the West in France,
where he obtained his bachelor’s degree
in teaching English and his master’s in
American literature. He earned his doctorate in English studies from the University
of Limoges, also in France. He is now visiting and teaching in some French classes at
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville.
Being from France, just how did he become
interested in English literature?
“I was born in a very small village
in Brittany, a fishing village,” said Le
Boulicaut. “I didn’t go to a very good
school. It was a school that when you finished after four years you would become a
planter or carpenter.” Yet, his teachers saw
something special in him.
“The teachers said that maybe I should
go to another school, and my parents
agreed. But I never had any classes in
Latin or Greek, because in high school my
idea was to become a teacher in probably
French literature or maybe history,” he
explained. “But when I tried to at college
they told me no because I had not had any
Latin or Greek.”
He then thought about becoming a history teacher, but his lack of knowledge
in Latin or Greek also prevented him in
pursuing that career. “So they suggested
English, and I got my B.A. and M.A. in
English,” he said. “One day someone told
me I should try for my Ph.D., and a professor said I could work with him but it had
to be on the writer Joseph Conrad. In those
days you didn’t have any choice.”
That was a momentous circumstance for
him. Conrad was a writer who was born
in Poland and moved to England when
he was already an adult and became a
very important writer. Thus, someone who
mastered the English language as an adult
became a role model for Le Boulicaut.
“The fact is that he was born in Poland and
then Poland was invaded by the Russians.
When his parents died he escaped and he
spent many years in France. Then he had
to leave because he didn’t have the proper
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Dr. Yannick Le Boulicaut, left, conducts an interview for Segue by Aldemaro Romero Jr.
papers, because his passport was from
Russia. He went to England and finally he
found a place where he could have a job.
He became a sea captain. After 20 years
at sea people say he was bored of being a
sailor, but he had so many stories to tell. So
it is an example of a very good writer in his
third language,” explained Le Boulicaut.
Conrad’s most famous book was “Heart
of Darkness,” which is set in the Congo.
This is such a powerful story that it attracted the interest of filmmakers. Orson Welles

was the first to try to make it into a
movie but he couldn’t. Then came Francis
Ford Coppola with “Apocalypse Now.” Le
Boulicaut thinks that Conrad is more difficult to bring to the screen than other more
conventional authors.
“The basic structure you find usually
in Conrad’s stories is not a simple linear
structure,” Le Boulicaut explained. “You
keep going back and forth in time. I am
teaching ‘Heart of Darkness’ this year and
my students have a hard time because they

Bethalto student honored at SIUE
For the Intelligencer
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville Student
Government has selected Madeline McCune as the 2014
recipient of Senator of the Year Award. The award is presented annually to a student senator who demonstrates
excellence, goes above and beyond their duties, and
serves as a strong advocate and role model for students.
McCune, a sophomore in the School of Business, was
selected for the award by Nasir Almasri, 2013-14 student
body vice president and 2014-15 president-elect.
“I selected Madeline for Senator of the Year because
of her outstanding dedication to serving the SIUE community,” said Almasri. “While she has done a great job
serving as a voice for students, her main job as a senator,
she has made every effort to go above and beyond. She
has assisted with programming and events, asked pointed questions about spending student fee dollars, and was
a leader among leaders in the Student Senate.”
McCune joined student government in her first semester at SIUE. In addition to her work as a student senator,
the Bethalto native has served on the External Affairs
and University Quality committees. Through her work

ACCIDENT
Continued from Page 1
"As we we're coming up towards
each other I saw something come off
the back of his truck, but we were
just about to pass so there was no
time to react to anything," Street
said. "The next thing I know I hit
whatever fell off, a lift-gate off the
back of his truck."
The gate went underneath of his
tanker truck – under the driving
tires, lifting it in the air and causing

with Student Government, she discovered her passion
for fostering student life on campus.
“I absolutely love working as a student senator,
because I get to be involved and continuously work to
improve campus life.” said McCune. “I love making a
difference, no matter what the size. I feel very fortunate
to have had the opportunities that I have had along the
way.”
She has grown within the organization and looks forward to continuing to serve the SIUE community next
year.
“I was honored to have been selected for this award,
and I hope I can continue my success with my peers here
at SIUE,” said McCune.
“We are excited to have her returning as a senator
next year,” Almasri added. “Even outside of Student
Government, Madeline is a great role model and friend.
She is someone everyone looks up to. She has given back
so much to the SIUE community, and she will have great
success in the future.”
McCune is a 2012 graduate of Bethalto’s Civic Memorial
High School. She is majoring in business administration
and considering a minor in mass communications.

him to lose control.
"The next thing I know, I'm on
my side sliding into the field," Street
said.
Street's truck slid across the road,
driver’s side down, and came to rest
in a field.
Once the vehicle had stopped,
Street exited through the passenger door and spotted the other two
vehicles.
"I started yelling out, 'Is everyone
OK?’ It wasn't until I got out of my
vehicle and started coming around
that I realized my vehicle was on top
of this SUV," Street said, pointing to
the SUV under the tank of his truck.

BONIFEST
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As far as the music, the biggest change will be the
addition of Radio Disney from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Saturday, May 24. The interactive show is a must-see
for families with young kids.
The rest of the musical lineup looks similar to last
year, with a couple of time changes.
Friday, May 23, local band Love Me, Leave Me will
kick things off on the stage at 4:30 p.m. The Catholic
Schools Band follows at 7 p.m. and the Robert Perry
Band and the Original Mojo’s will help cap the first
night when they take over at 8 p.m.
“Friday is more of a local day,” Hentz said. “Love
Me, Leave Me’s drummer is a St. Boniface graduate,
Alan Bonk. The Catholic Schools Band — a mixture of
St. Mary’s and St. Boniface’s bands — will play up on
the plaza. At 8 p.m., it will be the Robert Perry Band
and the Original Mojo’s. They couldn’t make it last
year, but we got them back this year.”
Radio Disney opens the day Saturday, followed by
Kim Massie at 4 p.m.
Massie, one of the most recognizable voices in St.
Louis, is returning for her fourth straight year. This is
the third straight year for the Dirty Muggs.
Hentz is excited about the two popular draws closing out the event.
“We have both Kim Massie and Dirty Muggs on
Saturday night. They have been huge draws for us
over the years. To put them back to back is something
that we are doing for the first time. We are excited

Street suffered only minor scratches and did not have to be transported
from the scene.
This is the first accident for Street,
who has been driving tractor-trailers
for the past ten years.
Assisting at the scene were
the Illinois State Police, Illinois
Department of Transportation, Alton
Memorial Ambulance Service and
Prairietown Fire Department.
According to a press release from
the Illinois State Police, the accident is still under investigation and
charges are pending.
Illinois 140 reopened shortly after
5 p.m. on Thursday.

about that,” Hentz said. “We have people that call two
to three weeks beforehand to make sure Kim Massie
is playing and on what night. The Dirty Muggs, for
everyone involved with the Bonifest, has become
one of their favorite bands. They are wonderful people. Their lead singer and guitarist are both from
Edwardsville. They just put on a great show.
“The two people we get the most requests for are
those two bands.”
With the addition of Radio Disney to an already-talented lineup, Hentz is excited about this year’s performers.
“Over the years, we have tried to make the bands
better and better with getting some of the best talents
in the St. Louis area,” he said.
Then there is the food.
Hamburgers, Italian beef and gyros will remain on
the menu, and Hentz said a new grilled chicken breast
is being offered this year at the food tent, which will
be guided by a new chairman.
“Food will be a big thing this year,” Hentz said.
“We have a new chairman in the food tent, which is
always both a challenge and blessing to move from
one regime this year.
“We have some new things in the food tent this
year, so it is just going to be all your typical fried food.
We have a grilled chicken breast that we are going to
try this year. There will be fried food, the gyros, and
Italian beef that everyone seems to love.”
Food and ride tickets can be purchased before the
event at several locations around the area, including
St. Boniface Parish Office, the Knights of Columbus
Hall, TheBANK of Edwardsville (four locations in
Edwardsville and Glen Carbon), TheEDGEBANK,
Market Basket, Farm Fresh, Schnuck’s, Shop N’ Save

are used to stories with a beginning and an
end and something in the middle. But here
you keep going back and forth, and that
is the way I guess he wanted his stories to
function.”
Le Boulicaut thinks that Conrad wanted
the readers to make an effort, to be part of
the process of reading. That was something
fairly new in those days.
“By the way, there are two possible
titles,” he said. “There is ‘The Heart of
Darkness,’ which he decided on in the

VILLAGE
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"While all of what I have described is important,
perhaps the most important items accomplished last
year (were): 1. Hiring a Storm Water Management
Consultant, 2. Approving a Fund Balance Reserve
Policy and 3. Approving our Five-Year Capital
Plan," he said.
Jackstadt noted, too, that the village faced a significant setback when a water pipe burst inside the
Public Safety Facility on Jan. 6.
Repairs to the building are still under way.
Jackstadt pointed out that 242 building permits were issued during the just-completed
fiscal year.
Thirty-four of those permits were for single-family residences.
Jackstadt also said the village's sales tax receipts
for fiscal year 2015 are estimated to reach $3.2 million, up almost double from the $1.9 million the
village received in 2005.
Equalized assess valuation for Glen Carbon totaled
$310,641,920 for 2013, up from the $210,809,093 figure from 2004.
Jackstadt also listed many of the businesses that opened in the village during the fiscal
year including: Sam's Club, an expanded Walmart,
Texas Roadhouse, ApexNetwork Physical Therapy,
Orange Leaf, Happy Up, Inc., Gingham Buffalo,
Prima Dance & Tumbling, Sones Family Dental and
Allstate Insurance.
In addition, the North Glen Center was remolded and – in addition to Massage Envy, State Farm
and LA Nails – welcomed Game Stop, The Joint
Chiropractic Center, European Wax Center and
Aspen Dental Professionals.
Also in the works are Jimmy John's and Father
McGivney Catholic High School.
Looking to maintain momentum, Jackstadt provided a wish list of sorts for the current fiscal year.
"Obviously, I want the village to continue to provide quality municipal services, successfully comand Dierbergs.
Ride tickets will be offered at a 25 cent discount per
ticket and the food, drink and game tickets will be
offered at a 20 cent discount.
Menu prices, along with ride tickets, will be discounted from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday. Hentz
explained that they are hoping to make Saturday a
family day.
“We tried this year to put a big focus on Saturday
being a family day,” Hentz said. “We will be lowering
prices during that time for food — hamburgers and
hot dogs and things like that. There will also be specials throughout the days on rides. We are just trying
to make it more of a family element during Saturday.”
The popular Run for Bonifest returns and will be
conducted at 8 a.m. on May 24. It is the 15th year for
the 5K run and two-mile walk. The event will begin
and end at the Bonifest’s main stage. Colby Garman
(17:11) and Michelle Wolfe (19:14) hold the clockwise
course record for males and females, respectively.
For information about signing up, visit www.bonifest.com or www.facebook.com/RunForBonifest.
Over 700 runners participated last year.
New this year will be the Bonifest Book Sale from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. on May 24 on the church plaza. There
will be a big selection of used books.
Big Bona Raffle has a grand prize of $10,000 and
tickets are still available to purchase. It is $25 per ticket
and if a person buys four they get the fifth free. As of
May 20, five percent of the proceeds will go to Father
McGivney Catholic High School.
A maximum of 2,500 tickets will be sold. Ticket
holders must be at least 18 years old and they do
not have to be present at Saturday night’s drawing.
Tickets can be purchased online at www.bonifest.com.

original publication, and later on he decided that he would delete the article the
so the official title nowadays is ‘Heart of
Darkness,’ which I think gives more power
to the story. It’s not the heart of this darkness over there in Congo, it’s ‘Heart of
Darkness.’ It could happen anywhere at
any time.”
While studying such a classic of literature, Le Boulicaut has recently taken his
class into the 21st century online world.
“I did a class on literary translation,” he
said. “It was an experience that I did twice
and I was not too happy about it because
it was overwhelming. I was probably not
well prepared. I wanted to answer all the
students who were online with me and
it took me hours and hours because their
questions were most of the time interesting, so I wanted to give more information.”
He says that unlike the United States,
online education is not that common in
France. “At my university we are talking
about it,” he said, “but we don’t have the
software you have here which I think is
a tool which is probably interesting. I am
probably too old school. I think it has to
do with your personality. It has to do with
the way you are with your knowledge
and with your students. I really believe in
passion. I don’t try to be passionate. It is
the way I am. I have always been passionate about different areas and fields. And
I think that is the best way to share your
knowledge with your students.”
When asked about his impressions of
SIUE students, he is clear. “They are not
afraid of me as a foreign teacher,” he said.
“Today I had class twice and students were
willing to ask questions and I was really
impressed.”
Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show,
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning
at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached
at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

plete the aggressive capital plan set forth this year,
and to continue to respect the fiscal restraints as
established in the approved budget," he said.
In order to provide Glen Carbon taxpayers with
a high quality of living, Jackstadt outlined his
desires.
"This coming fiscal year, I would like Village government to do many things including the following:
• Continue to move forward to modernize all
aspects of Village government to make it more efficient.
• Review in good faith how the village can work
together with other taxing districts to make things
better for Glen Carbon residents – including our Fire
Protection District, Library District, the Edwardsville
Community School District 7, Edwardsville Township
and the municipalities that border Glen Carbon.
• Explore how to motivate our current village
employees and to retain and attract productive
employees
• Move forward on our analysis on how best to
supply water to our residents. Do we extend our
renegotiate our water agreement with Edwardsville
or pursue other options?
• Review and make a reasoned decision regarding
the residential building that sits on the southeast
corner of Schon Park.
• Negotiate in good faith a union contract with
our Public Works Department represented by the
Steelworkers Union.
• Review our existing sign ordinances for both
residential areas and commercial areas to make sure
they strike the right balance for this community and
make common sense.
• Continue to expound on our Glen Carbon 2035
discussion."
Jackstadt concluded his remarks by saying Glen
Carbon is a great place to live and the task at hand
is to make it even better.
"We are all fortunate to live in Glen Carbon. As
board members, we are even more fortunate to have
the responsibility to set policy to keep this village
one of the best places to live in the metropolitan
area. I look forward to working with the trustees, the
department heads, village employees, volunteers,
and residents to accomplish this goal," he said.
Chairing the event this year will be: Ryan and
Dyana Hentz, Jamey and Shelly Perufli, Scott and
Colleen Lyerla and Tom and Briana Oller.
For Ryan Hentz, it’s another year of what has turned
into an Edwardsville tradition.
“I remember before the new church, the food tent
ran in between where the parish office is now and
the church. There was also a big grassy area there.
Predominantly, we had the entire parking lot for
rides,” Hentz said. “It’s nice that we are able to put
as many rides and we have the food tent there and
there’s still room for people to walk around.”
St. Boniface priest Father Jeff Goeckner said the
event continues to thrive because of the surrounding
community and the anticipation of a fun two days.
“It is a variety of people from the area. It’s not just
Edwardsville. People from around the area come
because they have had the experience of being part of
the weekend,” Father Goeckner said. “I think every
year that they come back they see something different.
They know they are going to have a good time because
they have had it before in the past.”
SCHEDULE
Friday, May 23
Rides and food open, 4-11 p.m.
Love Me, Leave Me, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Catholic Schools Band, 7 p.m.
Robert Perry Band with the Original Mojo’s, 8-11 p.m.
Saturday, May 24
Run for Bonifest, 8:30 a.m.
Rides and food Open, 10 a.m., 11 p.m.
Bonifest Book Sale, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Radio Disney, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Kim Massie, 4-7 p.m.
The Dirty Muggs, 8-11 p.m.

