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Higher education fundraisers react to new realities
As state and federal support for public
universities dwindles, there is an increasing need to obtain revenues from other
sources. This funding is needed not only
to compensate for some of those losses, but
more importantly to initiate new programs
and campus construction. This need for
external sources of money has increased
greatly the need for good fundraising
professionals. One such person is Craig
Steiner, director of development for the
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. When it
comes to the issue of “making up” for
diminishing financial support from the
state, Steiner said that universities must
be careful.
“I think one of the things that you need
to worry about when you’re doing fundraising is that when we approach people
and corporations that we don’t sell ourselves as trying to make up for shortfalls
in state funding,” Steiner said. “Nobody
wants to manage shortfalls coming to you
from the state. What we try to work on and
really identify with is that we are doing
things that are really going to benefit students, doing things that are going to benefit the education programs.”
He added that donors have become savvier when it comes to giving money.
“People are more critical in how they
distribute their money,” he said. “They’re
very selective. They want to make sure
their money is stewarded out properly and
make sure that it is being spent the way
they intended it to go. People are not in the
same position they were 10 years ago. Ten
years ago it was a lot easier to get someone
to write a check for a thousand dollars to
benefit an organization. That’s no longer
the case.” Steiner points to the effects of
the 2008 economic turndown as a prime
reason.
“Donors are very particular about who
they contribute their money to. They very
much want to give money to something
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It all began when Adams said they
learned of Willow's Warriors, a team
of family, friends and fellow students,
who had set up the Walk For Willow
event that takes place from 10 a.m. to
noon Saturday at the YMCA's Meyer
Skate Center. Willow is 16-year-old
EHS student who has struggled with
chronic pancreatitis her entire life. She
decided to go through with a lifechanging surgery at a Minneapolis hospital in March where she will undergo
an intense surgery that involves the
removal of her pancreas, gall bladder,
spleen, and a portion of her lower
intestine. Although extensive, this surgery will hopefully end the pancreatic
attacks and allow Willow to lead a normal life.
When friends and family learned of
Willow's planned surgery, they rallied
to support her and her family with the
Walk For Willow event. That's also
when Adams said they came up with
the open house idea to help out the
family as well.
Restore Decor's open house event
will take place at 101 Angel Oak Ct.
Saturday from noon to 3 p.m. immediately following the Walk For Willow
event, as well as be open noon to 3
p.m. Sunday “We're going to completely stage the house and everything
that is sold on both days – all of the net
proceeds will go to the Tolly family,”
Adams said. “People can go to the
walk and support Willow's Warriors in
that way and then come directly over
to the house in the Oaks, it's just about
five minutes away, and go through the
house and shop. The whole house will
be staged so that people can purchase
things directly from there.”
In addition to the furniture and
accessories being available to purchase, Blankets For Friends (BFF), led
by Adams' pre-teen daughter Emilee,
will also be selling their fleece blankets
at the open house. The BFF girls, who
attend middle schools in the area and
get together after school weekly to
make the blankets, will have several of
their fleece blankets available to purchase as well as a special “Willow's
Warrior” blanket that features Willow's
favorite colors. “For each blanket that
is sold that day, one will be donated
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Grants from the township to the
MSCC are nothing new. Edwardsville
Township Supervisor Frank Miles
said that the grants “set us on a
course for a stronger partnership
with the center to provide services
for our senior community population as a whole.”
The city of Edwardsville provides
financial support as well, and the
center receives state money for transportation expenses and another grant
from the United Way. But they don’t
cover all the expenses, and to make
up for the shortfall the center hosts
three fundraisers during the year,
including a trivia night that last year
brought in $4,600, Berkbigler said.
More than 3,000 people a month
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Craig Steiner (far right) with Kim Durr, SIUE Chancellor Dr. Julie Furst-Bowe and College of Arts and Sciences
Dean Aldemaro Romero Jr. during the Art and Design Building West Grand Opening in March 2013.
they engaged in themselves or they were
involved in, or something they can become
involved in,” he said. “They’re very much
more restrictive in how they would like
their money being spent. They want to
make sure the money will be used how

to Children's Hospital in St. Louis on
behalf of Willow because she's undergone a lot of treatment there,” Adams
said.
Adams also noted that several local
vendors had donated gift certificates
that they will be raffling off during the
open house.
The open house is located in the
Oaks subdivision, off of Route 143
in Edwardsville. “The subdivision
is behind St. John's Church,” Adams
noted. “Julie Fleck with RE/MAx
and the homeowner have graciously
agreed to allow us to use the house for
this event.”
“The neat thing will be to see Restore
Decor furniture set up in a house in
individual rooms and then you can
purchase it right from there,” Adams
added. “We have everything from $5
items all the way up to a brand new
sofa sectional that is several hundred
dollars.”
Adams also pointed out that anyone who purchases an item will be
asked to leave it and pick it up after
3 p.m. Sunday so that the house can
be completely staged for both open
house days.
Restore Decor is a nonprofit consignment shop and a ministry of
Faith Coalition. Run completely by
volunteers, Restore Decor accepts
donated (and occasionally consigned) furniture, resells it and uses
the proceeds for Faith Coalition
projects such as the remodeling of
the Habitat for Humanity house
on Grand Avenue in Edwardsville.
Many times the Restore Decor volunteers will repaint, refinish or repurpose donated items, giving them
a completely new life.
Restore Decor operates out of a
retail space at 111 N. Second St. in
Edwardsville. Its winter hours are
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturdays and
Mondays only. Restore Decor is
always looking for furniture donations and volunteers – as there are
a multitude of ways that volunteers
can help. Contact Dana Adams at
980-2018 for additional information.
“We just want to invite people to
the Open House who have never
been to our Restore Décor shop
because this would be the time to see
what we are all about and support a
great cause,” Adams said.
Follow Restore Decor, Blankets For
Friends and Willow's Warriors on
Facebook.

participate in the center’s activities,
which range from bingo to scrapbooking. Many people stay for hours.
“It’s a very busy center and people
who visit are surprised,” Berkbigler
said. “They say ‘Oh, I dropped by
and didn’t really see anybody.’ Well
people don’t really park out front,
they park in back. And then they’ll
walk in and say ‘Wow this place is
really busy.’”
Of the $5,000 gift, the center plans
to use $1,500 for kitchen supplies,
$200 for refurbishing and replacing activity supplies, and $3,300 for
staff.
Trustee Gary Head, who also
serves on the center’s board, praised
the staff – Berkbigler, Baker, Assistant
Director Michelle Boyer and drivers
Terry Moore and Bob Werner – for
their dedication and hard work. “It’s
fun to see people that are just wanting to serve,” Head said. “It’s fun to
be up there.”

they would like it to be used, not just openly used in those organizations.” This leads
us to the question of how to best approach
donors today given these new realities.
“Donors have giving habits that they
like to follow,” Steiner explained. “Being

able to identify how to match donors up
with the right program is very important.
In the College of Arts and Sciences we
have people who are graduates from the
mass communications department, we have
chemists, we have biologists, we have art-

ists. So being able to research and identify
who can give to a program in the arts, or
who would like to fund a program in the
sciences is something that you really have
to dig into.” Then there is, of course, the
issue of personal trust.
“You have to gain their trust and gain
their focus into one of those programs,”
said Steiner. “So you have to drill into the
details. You have to identify where those
opportunities are. Number one we don’t
want to waste people’s time by trying to
talk to them about supporting the university if it’s someone who doesn’t have a pattern or a habit of giving to the university.” A
new approach to fundraising that addresses
this issue has become popular thanks to the
Internet. It is called crowd funding.
“Crowd funding takes a large number
of ideas and it gives people the opportunity to selectively go somewhere and see
the opportunity that they would like to
support,” Steiner explained. “We talked
about people wanting to be selective and
wanting to give to things that they have an
interest in. On some of these crowd funding and crowd sourcing sites that are out
there, people can go on them and they can
find four or five different programs that
are looking for funding. Another thing
that crowd funding is, is it’s a way you
can get yourself out in the social media
lines and you can create the quick hits, the
quick opportunities and people can donate
online.”
Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show,
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning
at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached
at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

St. Andrews prepares for quilt show
For the Intelligencer
The Quilt Guild of St. Andrews
Episcopal Church will host its
third annual Fabric Arts and Quilt
Show on Friday, March 7 (10 a.m.
to 6 p.m.); Saturday, March 8 (10
a.m. to 4 p.m.); and Sunday March
9 (noon to 4 p.m.).
The show will be held at the
church and parish hall, corner of
Hillsboro and Buchanan Streets in
Edwardsville.
A large variety of fabric art and
quilt entries will be on display in
the church and parish hall, some
for sale. Quilts will include historical quilts registered with the
Illinois State Museum, as well as
traditional fiber artworks. One display quilt will be donated to the
National Quilt Museum auction
in Paducah. Looking back at the
past two shows, Co-Chair LaVernn
Wilson indicates “Our quilt entries
will include ones from artisans
who participated in the quilt challenge which produces some interesting results."
The Quilt Guild members working on the show -- Ilene Butts, Pat
Davis, Liz Edwards, Anita Runge,
Sherry Turpenoff, Velma Schmidt,
Kay Werner, and LaVernn Wilson
-- have been preparing for several
months.
Co-Chair Liz Edwards stated
that “Membership in the Guild is
open to the community, not just
church members. Anyone interested in quilting and the fiber arts
is welcome.”
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Ilene Butts, left, and Pat Davis hold up the quilt that the Guild will be donating to the National
Quilt Museum auction after the quilt is displayed at this year’s show.
The public is cordially invited
to enjoy the colorful and artistic
beauty of the quilts, displayed in
the historic church sanctuary and
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Burrows sought the assistance of Jennifer
Hartley,
Missouri
Botanical
Garden
Supervisor of School Programs, to provide
the educational curriculum for the Foodology
Camp. Burrows will also receive training
through the Missouri Botanical Gardens to
assist her in overseeing the program. “The
Missouri Botanical Gardens' Jennifer Hartley
has been phenomenal in partnering together
to come up with a fabulous program for
the kids,” Burrows said. “It's really, really,
really exciting. I’m so glad to have that
partnership.”
The curriculum includes two weeks on
nutrition covering topics such as what we eat
and why, energy, farm to table, your tongue
and nose, planning meals and grocery shopping. Then the curriculum spends two
weeks each exploring the Mediterranean,
Asian, European and American cuisines,
geography, traditions and holiday foods.

VILLAGE
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In other business, the board
approved a contract with
American Banner Amusement,
Inc., of Marine to provide rides
for this year's Homecoming,
scheduled June 13 and 14.
This is the eighth year the
village has contracted with

throughout Pearson Hall.
A $5 admission charge is asked
for viewing the quilts. Light
refreshments will be served. For

Burrows has also partnered with SIUE’s
Natural Connections group which will be plotting out, planting and growing a garden on the
side of the school. Installation of a greenhouse
is also in the planning stages. “We’re going
to grow the tomatoes, peppers, lettuce – the
real traditional garden in addition to a lot of
herbs like rosemary, thyme, garlic and dill,”
Burrows said. “Every week we’re going to
teach them about an herb, learn how to use it,
make them taste it, grow it and then how to
apply it in their kitchen and in their life.”
Elaborating about the outdoor garden,
Burrows explained that she intends to use
the plants they grow as ingredients in the
food they prepare and serve at the school.
“We’re going to try to use that garden to be
as self-sustaining as possible and then also
teach kids the whole gardening experience
with the regular garden and the greenhouse,” she added.
Burrows emphasized that in addition to
the school’s garden one day allowing them
to be self-sustaining, she also hoped to
expose the children at the school to living off
the earth and leaving a minimal footprint.
The Foodology camp is available for kids

American Banner.
Under the terms of the agreement, 20 percent of the receipts
from ride ticket sales will be
returned to the Community
Events Committee, which sponsors Homecoming.
Trustee Mary Ann Smith told
the Building and Development
Committee at its meeting Monday
it is necessary to sign the contract
with American Banner early as its
dates for the summer will fill up.
The board approved appoint-

more information about the show
and quilt registration, contact St.
Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 618656-1929.

6 to 10 years of age enrolled at The Goddard
School. The 10-week Foodology program
begins June 9, but students can enroll at The
Goddard School’s summer program as early
as May 5 through June 6. Foodology Camp
participants receive a free t-shirt, but the
camp is limited to 37 students. Call 692-9464
for tuition rates and application details.
The Goddard School is hosting a Foodology
summer camp open house 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
May 3. The event will feature a free pancake/sausage breakfast for all attendees,
a live band, crafts, and garden vendors.
Also, Mike Miller from The KMOx Garden
Hotline will be broadcasting his Saturday
morning show live at The Goddard School
from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. A passionate gardener, Miller answers listener ’s questions
live every Saturday morning about how to
best maintain and improve their indoor or
outdoor gardens.
The Goddard School is open 6:30 a.m. to 6
p.m. Monday through Friday. The summer
program dates for children five and under is
May 26 through Aug. 15. There is a summer
activity fee of $75 in addition to tuition for
all students in attendance.

ments of four members to the
Community Events Committee.
The individuals appointed and
their terms are: Tom Beck, Feb.
25, 2014, to July 31, 2016; Keith
Billhartz, Feb. 25, 2014, to July
31, 2015, and Mary West, Feb. 24,
2014, to July 31, 2016.
The board also approved
a request from the St. Cecilia
Council 13216 Knights of
Columbus to conduct its annual
Tootsie Roll sale fundraiser Oct.
3 and 4.

Sales will take place at the
intersection of South Main Street
and Glen Crossing Road and at
the intersection of Cottonwood
Road and Old Troy Road.
Last year's Tootsie Roll sale
was conducted at those same two
locations on Oct. 4 and 5.
Region's Bank, with locations
at Route 157 near Meridian
Road and at the intersection of
Cottonwood Road and Route
159, was honored as the February
Business of the Month.

