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Local sociologist studies unions and feminism
Although labor unions have declined in
power over the past decades, they remain
an important factor in understanding how
society works.
“Union membership has been declining for
many, many years,” said Linda Markowitz, a
professor in the department of sociology and
criminal justice at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. “When I started on this topic
20 years ago there was a sense of doom
among unions. Unions have tried to move
into the service industry, and recently we
have seen service industry workers, like those
at McDonalds and other service industry
workers in New York, going on strike.”
A native of Dallas, Texas, Markowitz
obtained her bachelor’s degree in sociology
from the University of Texas at Austin, and
her master’s and doctoral degrees, also in
sociology, at the University of Arizona. From
her time as a graduate student, Markowitz
has been interested in the topic of union
organizing. But what does she think about the
decline of union influence? For her, that does
not mean that unions are no longer relevant.
“I do think that even though unions can
be very problematic, they are incredibly necessary,” she said. “We wouldn’t have the
kind of wages we have now if unions didn’t
exist presently in some organizations.” In
order for some organizations to avoid unions,
Markowitz explained, they make wages comparable to shops that have unions.
“So even though the membership in terms
of private industry is fairly low, maybe 9 percent, the reality is that that 9 percent is maintaining the current conditions we have set for
all workers. Not only the wages but also the
benefits you receive. I think unions are trying
to maintain their survival, but I think if they
do keep decreasing in numbers it’s going to
be problematic for all workers,” she said.
Markowitz has become interested in studying worker activism, whether as part of a
union or not.
“I was comparing two different organizations, one in which organizing strategies
really taught unions how to be active, and
one that was completely top-down,” she said.
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“Most organizing strategies tend to be topdown. When they go in, it is mainly the organizers doing most of the work, getting the
cards signed and trying to mobilize workers.
And when that type of organizing strategy
exists, you tend to see workers who are not
very active in the union.
“The workers tend to feel like, ‘I’m paying
you dues, what are you doing for me?’ I think
because most organizing strategies tend to
be top-down that that is people’s experience
when they get into unions. Unions tend to
be bureaucratic and it makes it difficult to be
active. Also, sometimes workers are afraid to
be active because they are afraid of retribution from the employer,” she said.
One interesting fact about the history of
the labor unions in that Labor Day, which
everywhere else in the world is celebrated on
May 1, is on the first Monday in September
in the United States.
“The Haymarket riot happened in the
1860s, and this was a time in U.S. history
in which industrialism was really new, so
capitalism was a new thing,” Markowitz
explained. “So there is a lot of controversy
over people leaving their farms and sort of
being forced into these factories where they
had less power and less control. So in the
city of Chicago, on May 1, there was a place
called the hay market and a bomb went
off and some people were killed and they
pinned it on some anarchists who were actually hanged. And that is sort of what sparked
the Labor Day movement all over the world
except for here.”
Another topic that she has studied is
ecotourism, a very active industry in developing countries. But the people with the
knowledge of the local natural resources
are usually the poor local inhabitants. So,
who really benefits from that particular
industry?
“I think that is going to depend on who is
controlling that industry,” said Markowitz.
“If the people in that community are controlling it, they do tend to benefit. But if it’s outsiders coming in, people form western countries, we don’t see that trickledown effect to
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When
agents
with
the
Metropolitan Enforcement Group of
Southwestern Illinois searched the
house, on Dec. 5, they reportedly
found 9 grams of crystal meth in the
basement where Kelly Thomas and
her boyfriend Gerald Provencher
were living. They also reported
finding 8 grams of crystal meth in
the bedroom/bathroom area where
Kaenin Thomas and her boyfriend,
Steven Swenigsen, were living.
All four have been charged with
felonies.
According to a Notice of Seizure
for Forfeiture, filed in Madison
County Circuit Court, police
learned that Swenigsen drove from
Edwardsville to South St. Louis to
buy heroin in exchange for small
amounts of crystal meth. The four
reportedly admitted that they were
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the people in those countries. Instead we see
a cooptation of the land and a cooptation of
the knowledge, so it really depends on who
is controlling that industry.”
Another topic that she has studied is feminism and why that movement isn’t as strong
as it once was, particularly given today’s
societal inequalities.
“I think the third wave of feminism
tends to be organized around identity politics,” she said. “When that happens people
become more individual in the identities
which they adopt. So you might say, ‘I’m
a white middle-class woman, and I have
interests that are separate from these other
groups.’”
During the first wave of feminism, which
was the suffrage and temperance movement,
there was a unifying cause that mobilized
everybody and most everybody could agree
upon. In the second wave, getting rid of
unequal wages and laws that made it illegal for women to get certain jobs were also
ideas very much shared by lots of different
groups.
“Now I think the issues are much more
splintered,” she said. “For example, women
of color might feel they want the right to be
able to raise their kids in safe environments
with educational systems that provide them
resources to allow their children to have
economic mobility, where white middle class
women might want to ensure that the glass
ceiling is broken. You have these different
groups with different issues, and you don’t
have a unifying thing that keeps people
together.”
Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show,
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning
at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached
at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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“It was another glitch in the day
and I thought I was going to faint
by then, but we had the gift cards
for the family.”
When Vetter and her husband got
home, they found a car parked in
their driveway.
“I was thinking my purse went
missing and somebody has my
credit cards and my driver’s license
and they know where I live,” Vetter
said. “It was Christmas time and
I thought somebody was breaking
into our house.
“I told my husband to pull up
behind the car and block them in
the driveway and turn on the bright
headlights. So we did that and a
lady gets out of the car and tells
me, ‘Mrs. Vetter, I have your purse
and I want you to know everything
is in it.’
“Apparently my purse had been
left in a shopping cart outside of
Target and she and her sister had
found it. They were afraid that if
they turned it in, somebody might
not be so honest and take all the
money and everything out of it.
They were good and honest and they
drove that purse to my house.”
When Vetter realized what Lyerla
had done, her emotions got the best
of her.
“I just broke down and sobbed
like a baby,” Vetter said. “There
wasn’t one thing missing in the
purse and this dear soul kept apologizing to me because she had to look
in my purse to find my address.
“It makes you have faith in
humanity. She had written me a note
and was just getting ready to put it
on my door when we got there. She
was going to take my purse to the
Glen Carbon police station and see
if a report had been filed.
“I have the original note at home.
I folded it up and put it inside a
clear Christmas ornament and put it
on my tree to remind me every year
of the goodness of people.”
Vetter gave Lyerla a monetary
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Nancy Vetter holds her once-lost purse at Anderson Hospital.
reward on the spot and also sent her
a bouquet of flowers. But getting
a reward wasn’t on Lyerla’s mind
when she decided to take the purse
to Vetter’s house.
“It all started when my sister
(Dianna Bales) and I went shopping in Shiloh,” Lyerla said. “I
went to Cartridge World (located
next to Target) to buy an ink
cartridge, but it was Sunday and
they were closed.
“My sister saw something in a
cart (near their car) and it turned
out to be a purse, so I said we had
to find out who it belonged to. I
looked in the purse and found
a picture and name. I looked in
the phone book for a number and
found one, but you had to have
an access code to get through.

“So I had my son (Jairus) go
with me to the address in Glen
Carbon, but I knocked on the
door and there was no answer. I
was writing a note telling them I
was going to take (the purse) to
the Glen Carbon police and just
before I signed it, they drove up.
We introduced ourselves and I
handed back the purse and she
started crying.”
For Lyerla, there was never any
thought of keeping the purse.
“God helped me do the right
thing,” Lyerla said. “There’s so
much joy in giving back, much
more than I would have spending
anything (in the purse). It taught
my son a lesson, too, and he said
that was no problem at all.
“It made me feel even more

joyous inside finding what the
money was for. I would have been
cheating not only (Vetter) but all
of those families. She told me she
prayed that a Christian would
find that purse and we connected.
That made me as happy as it did
her and it made for a wonderful
fellowship for Christmas.
“(Vetter) gave us some money,
which I told her she didn’t have
to do. I gave half of it to my sister
because she found the purse, so it
was a blessing on both sides. She
sent us poinsettias for Christmas
and told us about putting my
note inside the Christmas ball
on her tree. You do unto others as you want to have them
do unto you, so it was a Merry
Christmas.”

regular users of meth, according to
the report.
The sisters’ parents, Jon S. Thomas
and Joanne M. Thomas, are listed in
court records as trustees of the home
and property, with the sisters listed
as sole beneficiaries. According to a
sworn statement filed in the forfeiture case, Joanne Thomas told police
she was aware of her daughters’
“use of illegal drugs and past history with criminal drug charges in
California.”
While attempting to seize a home
using the Methamphetamine Control
and Community Protection Act is
rare, it is not without precedent.
Several years ago an East Alton bar
owner lost his bar after prosecutors
charged him with using it as a base
from which to sell cocaine. Gibbons
said the man’s wife, a part owner,
was determined not to have been
involved and was therefore allowed
to keep her stake in the building.
Madison County Public Defender
John Rekowski is no fan of forfeiture laws, which, he said recently,

amount to double punishment. The
felony charges are handled in criminal court while the forfeiture case is
handled in civil court. “When you
start taking and assessing what in
essence is a $200,000 fine, that’s a
disproportionate penalty to what
everybody else who is involved in
this kind of behavior gets,” he said.
Both Haine and Gibbons disagree. “It is part of the punishment,”
Gibbons said. “If he is saying we
should leave the assets of a drug
dealer alone, we’re leaving them the
means and opportunity to go right
back to committing the crimes when
they get out.”
Just as a poor defendants should
not be penalized more because they
are poor, neither should wealthy
defendants because they are rich,
Rekowski said.
The underlying problem with forfeitures, he said, is that they encourage corruption. “What you get is
police doing bounty hunting,” he
said. “When you give police an economic interest in the outcome of a

case, you encourage corruption.”
“I really don’t see that at all,”
Haine said. “That argument has
been used over and over for everything from traffic tickets to armed
robbery.”
Haine and Gibbons stressed that
prosecutors will have to prove
their case before a judge, in a process in which the homeowners will
have an opportunity to present
their side of the case. “It’s a dog
that just won’t hunt,” Haine said.
“The facts of the case are the facts
of the case.”
In any event, the forfeiture case
is likely to take many months to
resolve. If the court finds in the
state’s favor, the house will be
sold at an auction overseen by the
Illinois State Police. The standard
formula calls for 12.5 percent of
the proceeds to go to the state’s
attorney’s office, 12.5 percent to go
to the appellate prosecutor’s office,
10 percent to the state police, and
the remaining 65 percent going to
MEGSI, the arresting agency.

“When they are done playing, the computer will show them which notes
they played correctly, which notes they played incorrectly and then also if
they played them in the wrong spot. It’s really a nice way of having the students work on the music at home, and it’s kind of like having a music tutor
with them at all times.”
The band students used the Smart Music program to learn their music and
prepare for the fall season. “So when they came into our June rehearsal, they
pretty much already knew the music, which was great,” Rogers noted. “That
really helped us to be very successful this year – with a change to that type
of program.”
The EHS Marching Band began working on their drill formations on the
field in August. “And by the time we hit our first contest, we almost performed the entire show – which sometimes we’ll only perform about the first
two movements – but this time we almost got all the way through the show,”
Rogers added. “So we were already ahead of the game at the beginning of
the season.”
At its first contest, which was the O’Fallon band contest, the EHS Marching
band won the Grand Champion Award. “This was the first time in the
school’s history. We’ve come close to it before and we’ve won our class, but
the Grand Champion (award) is when you get the highest score of any band
in any class, and this year was our first time to do that. So we started the year
off pretty strong, and it really never let up from there,” Rogers said.
The EHS Marching band went on to win its class as well as numerous high
percussion awards, color guard awards and music awards at the Belleville
East contest.
The band performed well at competitions that included upstate bands as
well. “Like the ISU contest – which is like the state championships, “ Rogers
pointed out. “That one we came in fifth place in our class, but we really did a
great job because our class is by and far the hardest class to compete in. Being
fifth in that class is a pretty big honor.”
At the ISU contest, the EHS band was up against some of the “heavy hitter
Chicago area schools” like Lincoln Way East, Prospect, Victor J. Andrew, and
John Hersey yet they scored very close to these top ranked bands. “For us
– it wasn’t the place so much that we were proud of - it was the score that
we were able to achieve,” Rogers explained. “Last year we were about seven
full points away from the nearest band in our class. And this year we were
one-tenth of a point behind them. I think a lot of it had to do with how well
the kids came prepared to band camp – knowing their music.”
“Don’t forget about the awesome weather we had, “ EHS Band Director
Marvin Battle also pointed out.
“That really was a huge, huge help for, I think, every band in the state of
Illinois. We had beautiful weather in August,” Rogers added. “Some nights
we would come in a sweatshirt because it was getting chilly out which is
perfect marching band weather.”
The EHS Marching Band won their class and the Grand Champion Awards
at both the Effingham and Newton contests. The last four years they’ve competed in these two competitions, the EHS band has won Grand Champion at
both.
The season wrapped up at the Eastern Illinois Championship where EHS
finished third. O’Fallon was first, Belleville East was second and EHS was
just four-tenths of a point behind for third. “Southern Illinois was definitely
represented very strongly at that show. We were up against all of those big
Chicago bands, some Bands of America bands and we still finished in third
place,” Rogers said.
He further pointed out that some of the other schools at the Eastern Illinois
competition may have been surprised by EHS’s strong season finish because
a few of those up-state bands had scored higher than EHS two weeks prior at
the ISU competition. “But we did a lot of work and we changed a lot of stuff
in the show over that two weeks, and we came out pretty strong and did a
nice job at Eastern,” Rogers said.
The EHS Marching Band will now get a break until about February or
March when their season prep begins all over again.
But Rogers and Battle have moved right into the Winter Drumline and
Winter Guard seasons. “Winter Drumline is well on its way to having another great year. The past two years we’ve gone to the World Championships
in Dayton, OH,” Rogers said. “We’ve made semi-finals both years. Our first
year going we made semi-finals which is a very big achievement for any
group because you’re going against 70 other groups, and to get down to the
top 20 is a pretty big feat.”
The EHS Drumline has a new show design which Rogers noted had “never
been to World Championships before.” “The show was designed by a very,
very, well-known group of composers in California. The show is called, The
Classics. It’s basically a montage of classical pieces from the classical and
romantic eras that have been rearranged to sound modern. It’s like the classics with a twist - like everything that was old is new again,” Rogers said.
“It’s definitely what we consider a contemporary – or new age arrangement.
There’s a hip hop section, a rock section – lots of cool things in this show. It’s
going to be a fun year. That’s for sure.”
You can see the EHS Winter Drumline perform when EHS hosts the
MCCGA (Mid-Continent Color Guard Association) percussion super-show
on Saturday, March 1. EHS is hosting this event for the second year in a
row.

