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Regional

Music student shares dream for native country
One of the greatest satisfactions for
those who work in higher education
is when they witness just how the college experience can transform students’
lives.
An excellent case in point can be
found in Rebin Ali, who fled his wartown native country and is now a violin
student at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. Born in Sulaimanuyah,
Kurdistan, Iraq, he and his family witnessed the horrors of the armed conflict. In happier times, he recalls his
family always surrounding themselves
with music.
“Since I was a child I have always
seen my cousins playing instruments,
so by the time I was 13 I realized that I
wanted to play music,” Ali said. “And
I got my start with my violin and I
just started playing without any teaching.” Violin, it seems, is a very popular
instrument in Kurdistan.
“We use the violin a really completely different way in Middle Eastern
music,” he explained. “We use quarter
tones and many scales that do not exist
in classical music. So it is the same
instrument, but the way we play it and
use it is a completely different world.”
Ali’s journey from Kurdistan to SIUE
demonstrates the sometimes-unexpected benefits from higher education.
“This is actually a great thing that
happened in my life,” he said. “There
was a music workshop in my city
in Kurdistan, which was held by an
American organization called American
Voices, and they do cultural integration
through music in particular.
They go to countries all over the
world, especially countries that have
just emerged from dictatorship or political issues and they try to give them an
opportunity – a chance – and give them
music and try to introduce American
culture.”
During that workshop in 2009 he met
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Mark Thayer, a violin teacher who used
to work with the St. Louis Symphony
Orchestra.
“He saw the potential in me, so he
offered that it would be a good idea for
me to come to the U.S. and study music
and English,” Ali said. “Mark started
this program in 2008 and every year
he was taking two students back to the
U.S. from Kurdistan. So that is basically
how I ended up here.” Because of the
war, he said that he could not study
music in Kurdistan.
“I didn’t have any type of music
teacher until I was 18 and I had not
practiced any classical music,” he said.
He then started learning about classical
music and practicing it with Thayer.
“The thing is I now have the chance
to do what I dreamed of and I really
want to take this back and give the
same opportunity to people who have
the same desire. And that is why I had
to leave there. Because I had so much
I wanted to do, but I did not have the
right environment. When I got here
everything became so real. I could
touch it. I could do it. I could actually
perform and play with a really amazing
orchestra.”
Despite being so grateful to this
country for the opportunities that were
given to him, Ali wants to go back to
Kurdistan and pass on the knowledge
and skills he learned here.
“When I think about it, there are so
many great musicians here and I think I
could just be a tiny bit among so many
other amazing people,” he said. “If I go
back I could start a revolution because I
am living in this environment and really seeing how classical music is taught
in this country and what the successful
ways of teaching are. When you see an
American orchestra it is very amazing
and advanced. And when I see this, it
excites me so much because I want to
go back after I get my master ’s, and I

LCCC sets November musical lineup
For the Intelligencer
From recitals to concerts, Lewis
and Clark Community College’s
Music Department will present
plenty of opportunities to enjoy
music during November.
• Student Recital – A Student
Recital will be held at 12:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 5 in the Benjamin
Godfrey Memorial Chapel.
• Fall Choral Concert – The
Fall Choral Concert, entitled “By
Popular Demand,” will take place
at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 8 in the

Hatheway Cultural Center Gallery.
It will feature L&C’s Concert Choir,
Limited Edition and the RiverBend
Children’s Chorus.
• Brown Bag featuring Wayne
Kimler – A Brown Bag featuring
the solo classical guitar playing of
Wayne Kimler will take place at
noon Wednesday, Nov. 13 in the
Ringhausen Music Building Atrium.
As with all Brown Bags, guests are
encouraged to bring their lunches.
•EnsemblesConcert–AnEveningof
Ensembles will feature the L&C Wind
ODDsemble, L&C Guitar Ensemble
and L&C Percussion Ensemble at 7 p.m.

LIBRARY
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The goal of the Edwardsville Little Free Library
is to promote literacy and a sense of community.
"We are raising our daughters to live openhandedly and this project complements that
perfectly," Erika said.
"Because we get to share books," Ivy said.
As far as coming up with a location to place the
library, Erika and Erin approached Edwardsville
Township Supervisor Frank Miles to put it in
Edwardsville Township Park.
"Erika made the request to our office about
this opportunity and, quite frankly, I was thrilled
when I heard that they wanted to bring this project to the community," Miles said.
With an idea Erika, Erin, Ivy and Sophia began

Tuesday, Nov. 19 in the Ringhausen
Music Building Atrium.
• Brown Bag featuring The
MusiCalloboration Project – The
MusiCalloboration Project, which
features Jake McAtee, Tyler Panell,
Evan Shaw and Ethan Baugh, will
perform during a Brown Bag at noon
Wednesday, Nov. 20 in the Ringhausen
Music Building Atrium. During this
Brown Bag, L&C students will perform new/original compositions
they have written/created. As with
all Brown Bags, guests are encouraged to bring their lunches.
• Recital – A Preparatory Music

reaching out to people for donations of money
or books to help make the project a reality. Not
surprisingly, the residents of Edwardsville and
Glen Carbon stepped up in a big way.
"Everybody is really excited. Everybody is getting involved," Erin said.
Additionally a website has been set up along
with an e-mail address to help facilitate donations.
So far they have collected nearly $400 and
almost 200 books for the library.
Seeing the outpouring of support for the project came as no surprise to Miles.
"It's not what we do in township government
or what they do at city hall or village hall, it's
the city fathers and mothers. Those are the folks
who make things happen in the community. We
are blessed in the Edwardsville, Glen Carbon
community to have people who are willing to
step up to participate and be part of the process
and make the communities a better place to live,"

Recital will be held at 2 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 24 in the Benjamin Godfrey
Memorial Chapel.
• Jazz Concert – An Evening of
Jazz featuring the L&C Jazz Band
and guests will take place at 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 25 in Trimpe 141.
• Student Recital – A Student
Recital will be held at 12:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 26 in the Benjamin
Godfrey Memorial Chapel.
For the complete fall 2014 L&C
Music Calendar, visit www.lc.edu/
musicevents or for more information call the Music office at (618)
468-4731.

Miles said.
The library will be mounted to a post in front
of the JSC Boundless Playground and will house
books for adults and children with the idea of to
take a book and leave a book. Approximately 40
books will be regularly available at the library.
Books will be rotated regularly.
Ivy and Sophia will serve as the stewards of
the library with the assistance of their mothers.
Erin and Erika plan on having special events at
the library during the year.
A grand opening celebration is scheduled for
11 a.m. on Saturday with Miles present. A representative from Happy Up Inc. will be there with
some giveaways and someone from Afterwords
Books will be on hand.
"We are hoping for a nice turnout on Saturday
so we can get started sharing," Erin said.
For additional information or to donate e-mail
them at edwardsvillelittlefreelibrary@writeme.
com or visit www.gofundme.com/49wk1.

Aldemaro Romero Jr.
College Talk
want to start teaching the way I want
and the way I have learned and open
up a private school myself. That way I
can start from the very beginning and
try to do things in a new way.” He stills
remembers his first experience with the
St. Louis Youth Orchestra.
“The very first rehearsal was my first
time sitting in a symphony orchestra
and it overwhelmed me so much to the
point where I thought I couldn’t do it,”
he said.
“I was so shocked by all this sound
around me and all these talented people around me. And I became really
depressed for a long time. But when
I started thinking about it and realized this was my opportunity and I am
around all these amazing people I need
to just work and catch up. When we
played the last part my heart was going
like a thousand beats. Twenty minutes
afterwards I still wasn’t myself. I was
so shocked. I really felt the impact of
music.” But his native country is still
his greatest love.
“My country does not need a soloist
at this point, it needs a teacher,” Ali
said.
“I need to start from the beginning
and rebuild the education system. If I
can go back and start with just one student and expand from there, in 30 years
I could have a full orchestra of amazing
trained musicians. So that is my goal.”
Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. His
show, “Segue,” can be heard every Sunday
morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He
can be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@
siue.edu.

Costume contest
winners announced
For the Intelligencer
On Saturday, October 26th the
Edwardsville Parks & Recreation
Department hosted the annual children’s costume contest at the City
Park Bandstand immediately followed by trick-or-treating on Main
Street. There were 190 entries with
participants dressed in almost every
costume Bob the Builder, a Scarecrow,
Crazy Cat Lady, Robots, Pirates, and
a Family Garden; just to name a few.
Winners, chosen by the Edwardsville
Lions Club, include:
0-3 Winners:
1st Place: Wind Up Robot a.k.a.
Grant Schultz
2nd Place: Basket of Crab Apples
a.k.a. Luke Meintrup
3rd Place: Pirate a.k.a. Mason Mc
leland
4-6 Winners:
1st Place: Ginger Bread Girl a.k.a.
Taylor Johnson
2nd Place: Oscar the Grouch a.k.a.
Drake Schulte
3rd Place: Crab Apple Tree a.k.a.
Riley Meintrup
7-9 Winners:
1st Place: Cotton Candy a.k.a. Zoe
Burnside-Weaver
2nd Place: Earthquake a.k.a. Aiden
Johnson
3rd Place: Strong Man a.k.a. Will
Roberson

10-12 Winners:
1st Place: Caveman a.k.a. Hunter
Juengel
2nd Place: Scarecrow a.k.a. Kayelyn
Sharp
Place: Grim Reaper a.k.a. Anthony
Evan
Group Winners:
1st Place: Cookies and Milk
a.k.a. Hannah Stahlheber, Heidie
Stahlheber, and Emily Stahlheber
2nd Place: Lion and Lion Tamer
a.k.a. Elias & Ezekiel Raschen
3rd Place: Rainbow & Sunshine
a.k.a. Olivia Monroe & Lillian
Monroe
Pictures from the event, including winners from each category,
can be seen on Facebook under:
Edwardsville Parks and Recreation.
The Parks Department would like
to thank all who partnered with the
City of Edwardsville to make this
event a huge success including the
Edwardsville Lions club for judging,
GCS Credit Union for donating prizes,
the Edwardsville Walgreens Store for
taking free pictures of each participant
in the park, the SIUE Suzuki Strings
for playing music during registration,
Market Basket for supplying pumpkins
and hay bales for stage decorations,
the Edwardsville Police Department for
providing crossing guards on the Main
St. intersections, and the 37 participating Main St. businesses for handing out
candy after the contest.

Greenville to welcome
Dr. Richard Bauckham
For the Intelligencer
Dr. Richard Bauckham will join
the ranks of notable scholars to
speak at Greenville College at
the Second Annual McAllaster
Lecture on Thursday, Nov. 7 and
during chapel on Friday, Nov. 8.
Bauckham is a biblical scholar and
theologian. His published works
include topics such as the early
Jerusalem church, Jesus and the
Gospels, and ecological ethics and
the Bible.
Bauckham, an internationally
accomplished author, received
the Michael Ramsey Prize in
2009 and the Christianity Today
Book Award in Biblical Studies
in 2007 for his book “Jesus and
the Eyewitnesses: The Gospels

COUNTY
For the Intelligencer

Ribbon runners
Cassens Elementary School earned a participation banner for the 1st Annual Red Ribbon Run sponsored by the EHS EPIC
Club. Pictured front from left to right: Kayla Morrisey, Lauren Bruss, Abigail Merkel, Jacob Jones (3rd Place Male 12 & Under),
Kaitlyn Loytet (1st place Female 12 & Under), Liz Speicher (2nd Place Female 19 to 25). In back row from left to right: Valerie
Morrisey (1st Place Female 36 to 45), Bre Wiesehan (1st Place Female 19 to 25) and Marcy Savoie.
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They include restorations to the
Madison County Courthouse,
replacing roofs at the County
Administration Building, and replacing the heating and ventilation systems.

as Eyewitness Testimony.” Most
recently, Bauckham received the
2010 Franz-Delitzsch Award from
the Institute for Israel Studies for
a volume of collected essays in
“The Jewish World and the New
Testament.”
Bauckham will be the featured
scholar in the second annual
Greenville College McAllaster
Lecture series. On Nov. 7 at 7
p.m., Bauckham will present
his lecture, “Faith in an Age of
Ecological Destruction” in LaDue
Auditorium. Bauckham will also
deliver a chapel address entitled
“God the Farmer” in the Whitlock
Music Center at Greenville College
on Nov. 8 at 9:30 a.m. Both presentations are free and open to the
public.
Dunstan said the county will
be freezing all other spending
in the upcoming fiscal year in
order to absorb the cost of the
renovation and keep taxes from
increasing.
The petitions have been circulating in the Edwardsville area since
Oct. 19.
On Wednesday, Prenzler said that
“a lot of grassroots people are out
there now circulating petitions.”

