Conceptual Framework
Using research and evidence to guide clinical practice is crucial in order to optimize patient care and should be a standard of care throughout perioperative facilities (White & Spruce, 2015). To aid the implementation of research findings into patient care areas, an evidence-based practice model such as the Iowa Model may prove to be useful. In fact, numerous publications have recognized the success of using the Iowa Model to promote evidence-based practice in both clinical and academic settings (Lloyd, D’Errico, & Bristol, 2016). The Iowa Model is multi-step approach to address knowledge and problem-focused triggers that have been previously identified. With an organizational and collaborative focus, the Iowa Model is conceptual framework that can help to guide the implementation of practice changes and ensure sustainability is present (White & Spruce, 2015).
The first step of the Iowa Model is the selection of a topic, such an identified clinical problem (White & Spruce, 2015). As described in this DNP project, a clinical knowledge-based problem has been identified by the host facility, thus requesting assistance in researching and implementing evidence-based care recommendations for infants with gastroschisis. Following the identification of the topic, the Iowa Model will be followed in a step-by-step fashion in order to aid in the implantation and sustainability of the DNP project. These steps include forming a team, performing a literature review, synthesizing the available research for use in practice, piloting the change in practice, evaluating the appropriateness of the practice change, instituting the change in practice, monitoring the implementation, and evaluating the outcome of the implementation (White & Spruce, 2015). Through using the Iowa Model as a conceptual framework, implementation of a guideline for anesthetic care of infants with gastroschisis will occur at the target facility. 
References
Lloyd, S. T., D’Errico, E., & Bristol, S. T. (2016). Use of the Iowa Model of Research in Practice as a Curriculum Framework for Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) Project Completion. Nursing Education Perspectives (National League for Nursing), 37(1), 51–53. https://doi-org.libproxy.siue.edu/10.5480/14-1364
White, S., & Spruce, L. (2015). Perioperative Nursing Leaders Implement Clinical Practice Guidelines Using the Iowa Model of Evidence-Based Practice 1.3. AORN Journal, 102(1), 50–59. https://doi-org.libproxy.siue.edu/10.1016/j.aorn.2015.04.001
