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Polls open for proactive voters
Madison County residents cast their early votes Oct. 25, in the Willow Room of the Morris University Center.
Early voting in Madison County began two weeks before Election Day.
I Brian Munoz / Alestle
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Joan Achenbach, of Glen Carbon, checks early voters in Oct. 25, in the
Willow Room of the Morris University Center. Achenbach has been
serving as an election judge for the past 15 years. I Brian Munoz/ Alestle

Beat the crowd,
vote early
Oct. 24 - Nov. 1
noon - 5 p.m.
.#.

Nov. 2 - Nov.~
r
f

to a.m.

/

5 p~m.

'
Willow
Room, MUC
Frank Fischer, of Collinsville, submits his voting ballot alongside election judge Hugh Clay, of Edwardsville, Oct.
25, in the Morris University Center. Clay has served as a Madison County election judge for close to a decade.
I Brian Munoz/ Alestle
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SIUE examines Clinton's, Trump's platforms
TRENT STUART
Alestle Reporter

With all of the presidential
debates completed and Election
Day less than a two weeks away,
much of the United States is looking forward to seeing who will be
the next President of the United
States.
The two candidates, Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton
and Republican nominee Donald
Trump, have drastically different views about how the country
should be rw1.
Some of the main points of
Clinton's campaign have been
about expanding the Affordable
Care Act, tightening gun laws,
eliminating college debt and creating a pathway to equal citizenship
for immigrants .
Trump, on the other hand,
has some different ideas. He wants
to repeal "Obamacare," enforce
current gun laws, build a physical
barrier between the United States
and Mexico and create more jobs
for Americans.
Some of these topics are more
of a concern for college voters
than others. Many college voters
inevitably focus on topics relating
to paying for college and finding a
job after graduation.
Sophomore biology major
Troy Kohne, of St. Louis, is a
member of the SIDE College Republicans group on campus, and
has been following this election
closely for the past few months.
"I think student loan debt
is something that's big that neither of the candidates really talk
about," Kohne said.
According to her website,

Clinton's plan to e!in1inate college debt is to make college free
for students in families with an
income of under $85,000 a year
from the start of her presidency
and to do the same for families
making under $125,000 a year by
2021. She also plans to make all
community college tuition free.
Trump plans on adding a
$20 billion federal investment toward school choice, as well as encouraging states to provide funds
for the same purpose.
Both of these plans are attempts to make schooling cheaper
for students, specifically students
in families of low income.
Although this information is
highlighted on their websites, it
has, for the most part, been set
aside during the debates so the
candidates can talk about other
topics that are more relevant to
the nation as a whole, such as immigration.
When it comes to immigra. tion, Trump wants to deport undocumented immigrants as well
as make it harder for people from
other countries to get into the
United States. This plan involves
building a wall between the United States and Mexico as well as
stopping Muslims from coming
into the country.
Senior political science and
history majm Nick Raftoploulos,
of Granite City, is president of the
SIDE College Democrats group
on campus. He feels as if many
of his views represent the group's
sentiments.
"Trump wants to ban Muslims from coming into the country. I don't think that is a really
wise decision because this country

was founded by immigrants, and
I don't think we should ever ban
any certain group from coming
into our country," Raftopoulos
said.
Clinton's position on immigration seems to be largely in
line with Raftopoulous's . Her
plan recognizes that the United
States is a nation of immigrants,
and she plans on embracing them
throughout her presidency by creating a comprehensive immigration reform that involves fixing
the visa backlog, protecting the
borders and introducing workers
from other countries into the formal economy. She also plans on
ending three and 10-year bars.
Despite the support fo r some
of these specific policies and beliefs, there are still many people
who are not basing their vote solely on the candidates' platforms.
Many voters are voting for one of
the candidates to keep the other
out of office, which has much to
do with the candidates' personalities and past.
Their personal histories, especially Clinton's email scandal
and Trump's lewd comments
about women, have undoubtedly
affected the opinions of voters as
they are deciding to whom to give
their vote.
Department of Political Science Professor Ken Moffett said
neither of the candidates have
much of an admirable past, which
is based off of factual records. But
he does suggest that this history
may be important.
'½s part of voting for somebody, you're not just voting for
their policies, you're also voting
for that person to be in office,"

Moffett said, "and so, some of the
personal level factors do matter."
Some people also believe voters should dismiss the past and focus on platforms instead.
''I think we should talk about
what they plan on doing for the
country," Raftopoulos said, "I
think that's more important than
anything else."
The drastic differences be-

tween Clinton and Trump's platforms will surely be applied whenever one of them gets into office,
and voters are keeping this in
mind as they are making their final
decision before going to the polls.
Contact TRENT STUART
Call 650-3527
Tweet @tstuart_alestle
Email tstuart@alestlelive.com

ROAD TO THEWHITE HOUSE
A look at the 2016 presidential election
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Trump's campaign has now
entered the Hospice Phase.
He knows he's dying and
wants to surround himself with
his loved ones.

In a recent Bloomberg poll,
investors picked Donald
Trump over Hillary Clinton
42-40 percent as the
candidate who would be better
for their holdings. That's down
from a Trump advantage of
50-33 percent when a similar
survey was taken in June.

-Conservative radio host
Charlie Sykes (via Twitter),
criticizing Donald Trump's
hiring of combative Breitbart
executive Stephen Bannon
You can't fix Tru mp.
They've tried.

10.6 mllllon
Hillary and Bill Clinton
reported an adjusted gross
income of $10.6 million in
2015, down from nearly $28
million the year before

-Clinton supporter and CNN
pundit Paul Bega/a
Source: TNS contributors
Graphic: Tribune News Service

MINORITY REPORT:
Our ancestors fought for suffrage, who are we to not vote?
KIAH EARL
Alestle Reporter

With
President
Barack
Obama leaving the White House,
the current presidential prospects
have left some in a whirlwind of
confusion, anger, disappointment
and sadness. The minority vote
has been in the spotlight since
the beginning of this election and
continues to spark intense debate
among the candidates.
Minorities have always had to
fight for the right to do things that
their counterparts were given as a
birthright, and after years of suffrage movements, some of those
that now have the right to vote are
discouraged due to the perceived
lack of a worthy candidate and the
lack of voter education.
Senior political science major Reggie Hamilton, of Chicago,
said this election can be detrimental to minorities if they don't start
taking the power to vote seriously.
"Typically, voting isn't something that poor people do," Hamilton said. "They don't have the
education, and no one is encouraging them."
Hamilton said he aims to
work in politics after graduation
and said while he believes that neither candidate deserves his vote,
he understands the importance of
picking one, voting and encouraging others to do the same.
"You can't go wrong with
Hillary," Hamilton said. ''Hillary knows what she:s doing, and
Trump just doesn't. Point blank.
Period. Let's be smart. I'm for
Hillary, secrets and all."
In the majority of highly
populated urban areas, minorities outnumber white people, and

this is no surprise. In these neighborhoods, the schools have less
funding, the children have fewer
resources and the push to vote becomes a task of the local chapters
of NAACP or similar organizations.
Freshman pre-pharmacy student Stefan Jones, of O'Fallon,
lli., said he believes the minority
vote is an important one, and minorities should take the opportunity to vote regardless of how bad
the candidate selection may be.
''I think that this election is an
O K election," Jones said. "Yes, we
do have two candidates that the
majority of America doesn't like.
However, Hillary Clinton is the
best option for president because
she's more qualified."
Jones said he encourages others to look at the lesser of the two
evils rather than not participate in
the vote altogether.
"[Clinton] knows what she's
doing," Jones said. ['½s opposed
to Trump, who has no experience
at all and just tells lie after lie." ]
The importance of voting is
always placed on the presidential
election, but minorities need to
remember that local elections are
on the ballot as well. While the
presidential election will undoubtedly affect us all in many ways,
local elections will bring the most
notable change.
"This is the first election I can
vote in, and I feel like my options
are insulting. There were better
candidates in my opinion, but the
candidates that have been chosen
just show tbe reality of America
today," sophomore biomedical
science major Aliyah Redmon, of
Chicago, said. "The fact that I see
'Make America Great Again' hats

Minority treatment key issue in election
% saying the treatment of racial and ethnic minorities is very

important to tfeJeir presidential vote.
White

J 56%

Black

82%

Hispanic

72%
Among whites

400/o

Republican
Democrat

78%

Independent
Source: Pew Research Center
Graphic: Staff, Tribune News Service
around can1pus is really eye-opening."
Southern Illinois University Carbondale freshman sports
administration major Jonathan
Thompson, of Chicago, was recently on campus with Turning
Point psA. The organization
aims to educate all students on the
importance of financial responsibility, free markets and limited

government.
"Politics really affects everyone," Thompson said. ''None of
us can sit idle and say we aren't
voting because we don't favor either candidate. We can't complain
about something and then, when
the opportunity comes to have a
say, not participate."
Through Turning Point USA,
Thompson said he hopes to edu-

c:tte students, especially minorities
like himself, on college campuses
everywhere about their choices
when it comes to political candidates and why voting should matter to everyone.
Contact KIAH EARL
Call 650-3527
Tweet @kearl_alestle
Email kearl@alestlelive.com
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Where Clinton and Tru
Economy

Taxes ·

Environment

The Trans-Pacific Partnership, better
known as TPP, has been difficult for Clinton.
She worked on the trade agreement while
secretary of state, but she opposed it once
the details were finalized. She's pledged to
toughen financial regulations, including new
fees and rules for riskier trades.

Clinton's tax plan would retain the current
tax brackets, while adding an additional tax on
all income over $5 million, and ensuring that
individuals making more than $1 million pay a
minimum of 30 percent on all taxable income.
Clinton's plan would also make it harder for
companies to escape U.S. taxes by partially
selling to a foreign company.

Clinton describes climate change as
a looming catastrophe and an economic
opportunity. She frequently pledges to ensure
a half-billion solar panels will be installed by
the end of her first term. Meanwhile, she wants
to slash oil consumption by a third, while also
generating enough renewable energy for every
home in the country.

Immigration

Guns

Health Care

Pushing a pathway to_ citizenship for
immigrants who are in the country illegally
is a key issue for Clinton, and one where she
draws a stark contrast with Trump. Clinton's
proposal would revive previous efforts that
stalled amid GOP opposition. She would
continue Obama's executive actions, shielding
some from deportation.

In Clinton's view, the ''Affordable Care
A centerpiece of Clinton's campaign
has been gun control. She wants federal Act'' is a good step toward universal health
background checks for all gun sales, and she care coverage. She has called for new steps to
wants to change a law that allows a gun sale make health care more affordable, including
to go through if a background check is not a tax credit to reduce out-of-pocket costs. In
addition, Clinton would urge more states to
completed within three days.
expand Medicaid coverage for low income
residents.

Democratic Candidate

Hillary Clinton
Hillary Clinton has served in government in various
capacities for most of her adult life. She worked on the staff
of the House Judiciary Committee during the Watergate
scandal in 1974. She was the first lady of Arkansas from
1979-1981 and then of the United States from 19932001. She was elected to represent the state of New York
in the ·U.S. Senate until 2009 when she became secretary
of state under the Obama administration.
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mp stand on the issues
Economy

Taxes

Environment

Trump says trade has cost U.S. jobs and held
down wages. He's also correct that low-skilled
immigrants have depressed salaries, at least in
certain jobs. Where he's wrong, economists
say, is in exaggerating the downside of trade
and immigration and igniting and ignoring
the benefits.

Trump's tax plan would lower the number
of tax brackets from seven to three, and
increase the standard deduction to $15,000 for
individuals. Trump would also lower business
taxes from 35 percent to 15 percent, and have
offshore corportate profits brought back to the
U.S., providing a discounted 10 percent rate.

Trump, who has often dismissed the
science on climate change as a hoax that
threatens American jobs, says he will
withdraw the U.S. from the historic Paris
agreement to cut greenhouse gas emissions,
and has promised to cut all U.S. spending on
United Nations programs regarding global
warmmg.

Immigration

Guns

Health Care

His call for "a total and complete shutdown
of Muslims" entering the U.S. is without
parallel in recent political history. Trump
also wants to build a wall along the Mexican
border. But he may also be attempting to
appeal to a new set of voters by softening
his tone on a deportation force to remove 11
million people who reside in the U.S. without
documentation.

The National Rifle Association endorsed
Trump in May, but the candidate hasn't been
entirely clear about his views. After the Orlando
nightclub massacre in June, Trump hinted that
a proposal to limit gun purchases could be on
the table. However, the NRA rebuked him
after he said clubgoers in Orlando could have
been better off if they were armed.

As Trump vows to repeal "Obamacare," he
says he'll replace it with a "beautiful," "terrific"
and "unbelievable" health care plan. His sketch
of what it would look like highlights standard
GOP proposals, some of which would have
scant impact on the cost or quality of care.

Republican Candidate
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Donald Trump
Donald Trump is a businessman working in
a number of fields, including real estate, hotels
and golf courses, as well as various consumer
products such as clothing and wine. He is also
the author of several books, perhaps most
hotably "The Art of the Deal," and has hosted
two reality television shows, "The Apprentice"
and "The Celebrity Apprentice."

Los Angeles Times \ Tribune News Service
Sources TNS contributors, Congressional
Biographical Directory, DonaldJTrump.com
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Suljo Talic,
of Imperial,
smokes a
cigarette
o utside of the
Coco Cafe
Oct. 23, in
the Bevo Mill
neighborhood
w hile talking
about leaving
his job. "I left
my job because
they haven't
paid me in a
long time," Talic
said.

Bosnian intntigrants give inside look on politics, conflict
BRIAN MUNOZ
Photography Editor
Twenty-three
days.
The
sharp blast of a gunshot, bullets
whizzing through the air, pig's
blood dripping in an attic,
absolute chaos. "It took my
father 23 days to escape Bosnia
to go to Germany;" sophomore
biochemistry major Elmedina
Kekic, of St. Louis, said.
Elmedina Kekic's father,
Mirsad, was one of the thousands
who had to face the destruction of
a homeland and the displacement
Bosnians during the Bosnian
Genocide from 1992 to 1996.
In
April
1992,
the
government of the Yugoslav
republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina
declared its independence from
the country of Yugoslavia.

nicanm s:run:e
!h1\y 'l»llii:>t<lll1qg af ,an
~ mal!m 'B,UCID Bmmian
man a

Over the next several years,
Bosnian Serb forces, with the
backing of the Serb-dominated
Yugoslav army, targeted both
Bosniak (Bosnian Muslim) and
Croatian civilians for atrocious
crimes resulting in the deaths of
approximately 100,000 people
(80 percent Bosniak) by 1995,
according to the United States
Holocaust Memorial Musewn.
"My grandma was a widow
in the war," Elmedina Kekic said.
Out of three children, her father
was the only one that stayed with
his mother in Bosnia. His two
quickly married and left Bosnia
with their husbands.
"My [grandmother] had
two daughters that got married
and left right away. One left to
Norway and the other left to
Austria. My dad stayed until the

Croat
- - - ·- 'Dayton Reaae

very end," Elmedina Kekic said.
According to Elmedina Kekic,
being taunted by the Serbians was
a common occurrence.
"People kept knocking on my
grandmother's door looking for
my grandpa, and they knew he
was dead. My dad got very mad.
He was 19, what was he supposed
to do?" Elmendina Kekic said.
"My grandma said to him,
'You're going to run. You're going
to run tonight. If I hear a bullet
I know you're dead,"' Elmedina
Kekic said.
Escaping the war-stricken
country, Mirsad Kekic ran and was
placed in a truck trailer with four
German drug addicts, according
to Eln~edina Kekic. Mirsad had to
find a way to get his mother out
of the country.
Escaping the ethnic cleansing
of Bosnia was no easy feat for
Mirsad Kekic. The refugee faced
constant gunfire and tyranny;
according to daughter Elmedina
Kekic.
"When my dad was escaping
Bosnia, him and his best friend
were walking by a pear tree and
my dad told him, 'Let's pick a pear
for good luck.' My dad picked his
and when his friend went to pick
the pear, his friend was shot and
killed right_ in front of [Mirsad's]
eyes," Elmedina Kekic said.
· Mirsad Kekic finally reached
Germany and began searching for

a way to create an income in order began to move to St. Louis in
to rescue his fan1ily from Bosnia.
such large numbers that there are
'½.fter arriving in Germany, now more Bosnians per capita
my dad stole a bicycle, got a in St. Louis than anywhere else
job at a butcher shop 15 miles outside Bosnia, according to The
away from where he was staying, Atlantic.
pedaling back and forth each day
Off of Interstate 44, a
until he had enough money to get community of Bosnian c1t1zens
an apartment," Elmedina Kekic is overlooked by a towering
limestone and terra cotta water
said.
Shortly after, Mirsad, along tower that was built by August
with his mother, children and wife, Busch Sr. in 1916. It is said that
escaped Bosnia and Herzegovina. Busch Sr. wanted an in-between
The Kekic family returned from his home to the brewery
to Bosnia the swnmer of 2016 where he could sit and have a
and were shocked to see what beer.
was left of the home Elmedina's
"St. Louis 1s known as
grandmotl1er had once lived in.
Little Bosnia. It's better here
"During the war, everything was · because Bosnia is a third-world
country. They don't have the
damaged, " Elmedina Kekic said.
'1\s part of being Muslim, same opportunities that we do,"
we don't eat pork. The Serbians Elmedina Kekic said.
slaughtered a pig and hung it in Creating a culture
the attic. When my grandmother
The Bevo Mill neighborhood
returned over this past swnmer, of St. Louis is a hub of Bosnianthere was Serbian writing all run coffee shops, restaurants and
over [the house], everything was businesses.
misplaced, there were bullet holes
A group of men regularly
in the walls.
gather outside of Coco Cafe
The Serbians attempted to in Bevo Mill, drinking coffee,
murder my grandmother. They smoking and conversing about
tl1ought she was still in the the previous night's festivities.
"It's tradition to wake up each
home when thev massacred it,"
Elmedina Kek.ic said.
morning and go to a coffeeshop to
talk about life, what happened the
Migrating to the U.S.
Starting in tl1e mid-1990s, night before and current events,"
after the breakup of the former Elmedina Kekic said.
Yugoslavia and tl1c horrific war
that accompanied it, Bosnians
BOSNIA I pg . 7
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Samira Nuckic, of St. Louis, takes a customer's order at her father's shop, Berix Coffee and Restaurant, Oct. 23, in
the Bevo HIii neighborhood of St. Louis. Bevo Mill houses the largest number of Bosnian shops in the area.
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The Nuk.ic family has owned
the Bevo Mill staple, Berix, for
13 years. The restaurant is named
after Berix N ukic, a Bosnian
immigrant. His daughter Samira
helps him run the St. Louis
restaurant.
"I watched all of the debates
and each time I've gotten really
annoyed. Both of the candidates
are crappy in my opinion," San1ira
Nukic said.
Social media has been a big
factor in voicing Samira Nukic's
opinion and seeing what her peers
think as well.
- "You see on Twitter, 'I've
waited 18 years to vote and these
arc mv choices,' and I couldn't
Politics take Bevo Mill
Donald Trump has had agree inore with that statement,"
a history with the Muslim she said.
Samira Nukic is one of
community. In December of
2015, Donald Trump proposed many Bosnian-Americans who
barring all foreign Muslims from are against Tmmp's rhetoric on
immigration.
entering the country.
"I think Trump's stance on
"Trump is calling for a
'total and complete shutdown' immigration is far-fetched. I think
of Muslims entering the United we should be letting immigrants
States
until
our
countrv's into the United States and make
it not as hard to get into the U.S.
representatives can figure
what is going on," his campaign Background checks are necessary
but putting stops on Muslim
said in a release.
Trump's comments have not immigration is ridiculous, being
completely turned Affton High Muslim does not mean you're
Schoo] graduate and Coco Cafe about Islamic radicalism. Trump's
barista Damir Tuzlic away from comments are just terrible"
Samira Nukic said.
the candidate.
Muris Bajric, of St. Louis,
"I feel like most Bosnians are
really going to vote for Clinton and his wife Almira have been
or not vote at all because they're in the United States for over
ignorant on Tmmp's views," 20 years and have raised their
children in St. Louis.
Tuzlic said.
"I have mixed feelings about
Social media is a big
component of the development the candidates; it's definitely a
of perceptions of the candidates, challenge," Muris Bajric said.
"When it comes to business
according to Tuzlic.
'1\11 they sec and hear is what owners, I would probably say
people post on Facebook about most of the people that are
Tmmp, which happens to be all of self-employed in the Bosnian
the negative comments towards commrn1ity would tend to lean
Republican traditionally, but this
him," Tuzlic said.
Despite the inconsistencies is the strange one," Muris Bajric
between each candidate, either said.
Trrnnp's anti-Muslim rhetoric
candidate would not be fit to
fuJfiJl role of president, according has been a hot-button issue in the
Bosnian community and has had
to Tuzlic.
"If I had to pick between the the majority of Bosnians leaning
two, I would pick Hillary Clinton left.
"As far as 'Make America
as a candidate. Although, a lot of
people consider Trump as a racist, Great Again,' we always have felt
but he speaks his mind," Tuzlic that America has been great. To
us, it's a concept that is actually a
said.
Berix Coffee and Restaurant false pretense," Muris Bajric said.
Each candidate has their own
is also a staple in the Bevo Mill
neighborhood and a place where mistakes that they learn from and
isn't something completely ruling
buzz about the election exists.

Seeing the men at the clubs
the night before is not uncommon,
according to Elmedina Kelcie.
"The older crowd goes to the
clubs sometimes just to see who's
there and if there's someone they
know just to talk about it the
next morning at the coffee shop,"
Elmedina Kelcie said.
A big conversation point
within the Bosnian community in
2016 that has lingered around the
shops and restaurants has been
the presidential election between
Republican candidate Donald
Trump and Democratic candidate
Hillary Clinton.

out

M onja Hrnjez (center), of Banja Luka, Bosnia-Herzegovina, serves a dish to patro~s of Berix Coffee a~d
Rest aurant Oct. 23, in the Bevo Mill neighborhood of St. Louis.

a candidate out, according to
Almira Bajric.
"Hillary has been in office
doing things for the public for
the past thirty years. Of course
she's going to have a record and
make mistakes,'' Almira Bajric
said.
"On the other side, Trump
has no political background
and hasn't made any political
mistakes. However, if you look at
his business dealings, he's made
tons of them," Almira Bajric said.
The Muslim community
cannot stand with Trump as far
as immigration, according to
Almira Bajric.
"Obviously,
the
issues
we're talking about as far as
immigration, we can't agree with
[Tmmp's] stance. Hopefully,
99 percent of Bosnians are
democrats,'' Almira Bajric said.
One
conclusion
most
Bosnians come to is to not
let
Tmmp's
anti-Muslim,
xenophobic and undemocratic
rhetoric reach the White House,
but voter turnout on Nov. 8,
will decide the outcome of the
election.
Cont act BRIAN MUNOZ
Call 650-3527
Tweet @bmunoz_a lestle
Email bmunoz@alestlelive.com

Tuzlic poul's steamed milk, finishing off a latte Oct. 23, at Coco Cafe in the
Be vo Mill neighborhood of St. Louis.

Damir Tuzlic, of Affton, prepares a latte Oct. 23, at Coco Cafe in the Bevo Mill neighborhood St. Louis. Tuzlic
has worked at the cafe for three months.

page 8

alestlelive.com

thursday, 10.27.16

We have the power:

College students shape election
TAYLOR FLEIG
Alestle Reporter

Being informed about any
major topic is undoubtedly important. When topics begin to
affect someone personally; they
typically become even more important.
Some may think the presidency does not directly affect
students, but it definitely does.
Issues such as how college tuition
will be funded, healthcare laws
and others can affect American
college students in a big way.
College students have as
much say as all other Americans
in how their lives, money and
bodies will be governed in the
future when they are registered
to vote. To vote is to have power, and every able student should
take full advantage of it.
"College students are one·of
the least likely groups to vote, so

we are working to change that by
tabling in tl1e buildings that include the majors that are less likely to vote, like engineering and
life science," freshman biology
major and Student Government
Vice Chair for Voting Initiatives
Natalie Reczek said.
Being informed on each and
every candidate is crucial for making the decision on the candidate
that one chooses to cast their vote
for. There are many resources on
can1pus that can aid in becoming
more aware of different candidates' political platforms.
"I encourage all voters to ensure they know all the topics and
research the candidates before
making their decision on Nov.
8. I also want students to ensure
that they are open to others' opinions," Student Body President
Luke Jansen said.
"Politi<.:al opinions are not
something that should tear us

apart. Others may have a political opinion that differs from your
own, but you are different people," Jansen said. ''We do not all
have to agree on everything, but
we do have to remember that in
the end we are all humans and
should treat one another with i:espect no matter if it is an election
year or not."
Two student organizations,
College Democrats and College
Republicans, are active groups on
campus, and they invite anyone
interested to attend their meetings.
"I always visit the candidate's website to see where they
stand on issues," senior political
science major and Vice President
of SIUE College Democrats Nick
Raftopoulos said.
''I think it is a good idea as
a school for professors to have
information on their Blackboard
about
different
candidates,"

The Electoral College

.

sophomore political science and
international studies major, and
member of College Democrats,
Rahime Aliu said.
Of course, being informed on
the issues in pointless if students
don't register and vote.
One of the first steps that
needs to be taken care of before
voting would be to register.
''If you're not registered yet,
you can register in person on the
day of the election, in the MUC.
You need your driver's license and
two forms of address," Reczek
said.
Typically, college students
run into issues with voting because they are registered in their
hometown's county; rather than
their university's county. A simple
solution to that is applying for an
absentee ballot, which is not as
difficult as some believe.
"To get an absentee ballot
you need to be already registered

and have voted in one election
already. Then you can go to your
county's website and either complete it online or print it and mail
it in. And if you haven't voted
before, you need to go to your
county and get registered to vote
absentee," Reczek said.
Being an active member in
the political world may not be
everyone's favorite thing, but, in
order for the best actions to be
taken for students, it is crucial for
students to vote. Get out, register
and go to the polls on Election
Day.
To find out where you are
able to vote, simply Google
"where can I vote?" and a search
box will appear that allows you to
show all locations where you can
cast your vote in this election.
Contact TAYLOR FLEIG
Call 650-3527

Tweet @tfleig_alestle
Email tfleig@alestlelive.com

When Americans go to the polls on Nov. 8 to vote in the presidential election, they will
really be voting for their state's representatives to the Electoral College. On Dec. 19, the
538 electors will meet in their respective states to vote. Their signed ballots will be sent to
Congress to be counted on Jan. 6, 2017. A candidate needs 270 electoral college votes to
win the presidency.

Allocation of electors

Electors per state

Each state receives a number of electors equal to the number of senators and House
representatives it has. Therefore, the current allocations, based on the 2010 census, will be
used for the 2016 and 2020 presidential elections. Washington, D.C. , which has no
congressional representatives, was granted the same number of electors as the least
populous state (currently 3) by the 23rd Amendment to the Constitution.
Because every state has two senators regardless of population, some states have
disproportional representation in the Electoral College, compared to their population. If the
electors were distributed evenly across the nation, there would be 573,876 people per elector.

On this map. each square represents one Electoral
College vote, making states with more Electoral
College votes appear larger.

NH

Most populated
State
California
Texas
NewYork
Florida
Illinois

Electors

55
38
29
29
20

• State
won by
Barack Obama
in 2012

D State won by

•1

Least populated
Wyoming
Washington, D.C.
Vermont
North Dakota
Alaska

3
3
3
3
3

187,875
200,574

208,580

DC

~I
Al(

Mitt Romney
in 2012

HI

236,744

Frequently asked questions
What happens if neither candidate gets a majority of electoral votes?
The U.S. House of Representatives chooses a president from the three top candidcltes.
Each state delegation gets one vote. The Senate elects a vice president from the top
two vice presidential candidates. If the House doesn't' elect a president by Inauguration
Day, the vice-president elect serves as acting president until the House acts.
The House has had to do this twice, electing Thomas Jefferson in 1801 and John
Quincy Adams in 1825.
Can a candidate win the popular vote but lose the election?
Because electors are mostly decided on a winner-takes-all by state basis, it is
possible to win enough states to win the election without getting 50 percent of the
national votes.
Three presidents have won the electoral college without winning the popular vote:
Rutherford B. Hayes in 1876, Benjamin Harrison in 1888 and George W. Bush in
2000. John Quincy Adams didn't win the popular vote in the 1824 election but, as
stated above, neither candidate won the Electoral College vote in that election.
Do electors have to vote for the candidate their state chooses?
An elector. who votes for any candidate other than the one chosen by their state is known
as a "faithless elector." 29 states and the District of Columbia have laws that attempt to
force electors to vote with their state.
In 2008, one Minnesota elector voted for John Edwards, the vice presidential candidate,
for president, prompting the state to pass a law pledging electors to the popular vote. In
1972, an elector nominated by the Republican party voted for the Libertarian candidate.
No elector has ever been P.rosecuted for-voting against their state's wishes.
Graphic: Tribune News Service

Source: National Archives and Records Administration, National Conference of State Legislatures, Federal Election Commission

Winner take all
In Maine and Nebraska, electors aren't
fully decided by statewide popular
vote. Instead, each congressional
district decides on its own elector,
while the remaining two electors are
determined by the statewide votes.

Faithless electors laws

2 districts
2 statewide
electors

•

-

3 districts
2 statewide
electors

State has law attempting to force
electors to vote for the state's choice
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To burn or not to · bur·n:
Is a third-party candidate a viable option?
KIAH EARL
Alestle Reporter

The term "burn my vote" has
become popular in the upcoming
weeks leading up to the presidential electiop.
A phrase coined by the third
parties "burn my vote" means
giving your vote to a third party
candidate over the Democratic or
Republican candidate.
Some SIUE students are
joining the 'burn' wave and committing to candidates outside

Jill Stein
Green Party
• Green Party
presidential candidate

2012
• Candidate for governor
of Massachusetts

2002
Source: Stein's campaign website

0
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of Hillary Clinton or Donald
Trump.
Sophomore biology major
Cathleen Wood, of Edwardsville,
said she could not live with herself if she voted for either Trump
or Clinton.
"I haven't decided who I
want to vote for yet," Wood said.
"I just don't want voting for either Trump or Hillary on my
conscience."
Wood, like other students
around campus, is struggling
with the presidential candidate
selection presented, and with just
weeks left before the election, she
still does not have a definitive
choice.
"After watching the last debate, I've been switching my vote
around," Wood said. "I'm completely stumped on who to vote
for."
The third party presents voters with two options outside of
Trump and Clinton: Jill Stein,
the Green Party presidential candidate from Chicago, believes
in freedom of choice for women and supports the Black Lives
Matter movement.
The second is Gary Johnson, Libertarian Party presidential candidate from North Dakota, who believes America's debt
is our greatest threat to national
security, and who voted against
businesses being able to deny
service to LGBT couples.

"Before the first debate, I
was thinking of voting for Stein
solely because she was representing the Green Party. I do not believe that there will be a future
for America if we do not stop
major environmental threats such
as global warming," Wood said.
'½ft:er realizing that she is not a
registered candidate to vote for
in most states, I decided to move
onto Johnson since he is registered for all 50 states."
According to a contributor to the Huffington Post,
Paul Richardson, under no circumstance is Clinton "as bad"
as Trump. Richardson said that
while he supports Americans and
their right to vote for whoever
they want, this is not the election
to vote third party.
The article states while both
Stein and Johnson sound better
than Trump or Clinton already,
recognizing that, in reality, neither will probably win the election is crucial when planning
your own upcoming vote.
"Unlike any major candidate
in generations, Donald Trump
is temperamentally, emotionally and intellectually unfit to be
President of the United States,"
Richardson said. "He would be
an embarrassment and, more importantly; present far too high a
risk of precipitating an economic,
social or military catastrophe."
Richardson urges those who
are undecided to think long and

hard before settling for a third
party candidate who, in his opinion, will only hurt Clinton's
numbers more in the end than
Trump's.
"Clinton's share of the vote
almost always drops in polls
where third parties are included
third party candidates are hurting
her more than Trump," Richardson said.
Junior business major Capri
Wroten, of Chicago, said voting
third party in this election is not
an option for her, and should not
be an option for anyone.
"Our ancestors fought hard
for us to be able to vote in the
first place," Wroten said. "To either not vote at all or throw your
vote away on purpose is just disrespectful to those that fought for
us. "
According to NBC, The
League of Conservation Voters
Victo1y Fund, a Clinton supporter, plans to spend $2.6 million in
the days prior to the election in
hopes of preventing either third
party candidate from gaining the
vote of the undecided voters.
"There are high stakes for
young voters in this election,
including the opportunity to
meet the climate crisis head-on,
and they overwhelmingly dislike
Trump. But some may still be
leaning toward a third-party candidate instead of Hillary;" Clay
Schroers, director of the League
of Conservation National Campaigns said. "This is a group of

young people who don't want to
risk a Trump presidency; and it's
important that they know that a
vote for anyone but Hillary is a
vote for Trump."
With the weeks turning into
days, the election is right around
the corner, and many Americans
are still undecided on how to cast
their vote.
Contact KIAH EARL

Call 650-3527
Tweet @kearl_alestle
Email kearl@alestlelive.com

Gary Johnson
Libertarian
• Libertarian Party
presidential candidate
2012
• Republican governor
of New Mexico
1995-2003
Source: National Governors Association,
Johnson's campaiqn website

Americans' views on a third party
In your view, do the Republican and Democratic parties do an
adequate job of representing the American people, or do they do
such a poor job that a third major party is needed?

a

Parties do adequate Job

a

Third party needed
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Source: Gallup
Graphic : Staff, Tribune News Service

s

ALESTLE

f

CLASSIFIEDS
GIVE YOU MORE

1

Place your classified ad
at a time convenient for you
using our easy and secure
online interface at:
alestlelive.com/classifieds

(

Deadlines:
By noon Monday
for Thursday issue
Having trouble?
Call 618-650-3528
or email
classifieds@alestlelive.com

Alestle Office Hours:
MUC 2022
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

HELP WANTED
Need ride twice a month to
doctor's appointment in St. Louis.
Prefer a female driver. Please call
618-377-1714
for more information.

Front Desk Attendant
Leisure World Health Club in
Edwardsville, Ill.
has a front desk position open.
Great
atmosphere,
greeting
members and helping them get
healthy. No experience necessary.
Great place to work!
Call Mark
618-791-5482
Email lymbo15@hotmail.com

Monday-Friday

FOR RENT

thealestle.campussave.com

$720 - 15 Minutes to
SIUE and St. Louis SMOKE FREE
2 BR 1.5 BA Townhomes $720/
mo. includes water, sewer and
trash service. Washer/Dryer in
unit. Quiet, clean , well maintained.
No pets. No smoking on the
property.
On-site owner.
(618) 931-4700
email:
fairwayestates@charter.net
www. fairway-estates. net
Email
fairwayestates@charter.net

TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU
VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM
2014 JIMMY JOHNS FRANCHISE LLC .\LL RIGHTS R[S£RV£0

VOT E IN TH IS WEE K' S POLL
AT ALESTLELIVE .COM
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Third parties miss perfect opportunity
Understandably, many voters want
nothing to do with either Donald Trump
or Hillary Clinton. Considering how divisive both are to voters everywhere, it
makes sense that some people are taking
a serious look at candidates outside of the
two-party system.
RYAN BIERI

Alestle Copy Editor
If you are a voter unsatisfied with
both Clinton and Trump, you should look
at what other candidates are out there.
However, they should be scrutinized just
as closely as the majority party candidates.
Some wish there were candidates
that were able to rise above the D emocrat
and Republican candidates. However, the
prominent third-party candidates have issues just like Clinton and Trump. It's hard
to believe Green Party candidate Jill Stein
and Libertarian Gary Johnson are the best
third-party candidates the United States
has to offer.
While they present themselves to be
very nice, patriotic people who only want
to do what they think is best for the country. Johnson and Stein seem like poor
choices for the position of commander in
chief.
Now, your average voter shouldn't be
required to answer questions like those,
but Johnson is running for president, and
those are questions that a legitimate presidential candidate should be able to easily
answer.

I Jeff Durham / Bay Area News Group / TNS

Stein has her own problems too. In
particular, she has a history of rhetoric that
seems to try and cater to a segment of conspiracy theorists who believe that vaccines
cause autism.

In a Reddit ''Ask me anything" from
May 2016, Stein was asked about her
campaign's official stance on vaccinations.
Her response wasn't all that reassuring.
"In most countries, people trust their

regulatory agencies and have very high
rates of vaccination through voluntary
programs. In the U.S., however, regulatory agencies are routinely packed with corporate lobbyists and CEOs. So the foxes
are guarding the chicken coop as·usual in
the U.S. So who wouldn't be skeptical,"
Stein said.
Stein's quote shows a willingness to
undermine the FDA, or perhaps to validate certain groups' pre-existing mistrust
of the federal agency. T he problem isn't
that Stein is saying vaccines are a cause of
autism - in fact, it seems like she personally believes in them . The problem is that
Stein graduated Harvard Medical School
before practicing medicine - her words
carry extra weight on top of being a presidential candidate.
If Stein speaks on medicine, it should
be expected that you can listen to her without worrying she's putting a political spin
on what should be scientifically supported
evidence. Sadly, Stein is a well-educated
woman willing to quietly whisper dangerous ideas into the ears of the few Americans that listen to third-party candidates to
get ahead in this presidential election.
This election, many voters have
latched onto the "lesser of two evils" ideology - choosing to vote against someone
by voting for the opponent who has the
greatest beating them. If you believe that
you should only vote for who you believe
in, not against who you believe shouldn't
win, then by all means, vote third party.
Just make sure you know how you're really
casting your vote.

Presi·d ential
candidates
differ on
China,
Russia
International policy is a major factor
to consider when deciding which candidate
correlates with your world views. While
there are a million international issues,
China and Russia play a major role in the
future of U.S. policy.

them or the way they run their country.
The U.S. has spoken out in the past against
their restrictions on internet usage and other human rights violations.
Clinton has always been vocal about
how she doesn't agree with China restricting their citizen's rights and has chastised
KALLI MORRIS
them for their greenhouse gas emissions.
Social Med ia Manager
In 2008, she was dead set against not cooperating with China due to their human
There is a lot of speculation about our rights violations. However, it seems
relationships with China and Russia, and
her tone has changed, having worked
how the next president will interact with
with
them during her time as Secretary
·these nations. Like the U.S., both nations
of
State
on issues of trade and limiting
are permanent members of the United
Nations Security Council, and hold major pollution as well as pushing her support
influence -on the international stage. From for creating multiple trade agreements
trade to tackling ISIS, there are a lot of with China. But the Chinese citizens
issues the future president will have to con- aren't too open to her, which could
potentially harm her in the fu-ture in
front.
·
China, a dynamic world power and the terms of potential partnership with the
largest international holder of of the U.S.'s natiofrump believes those very trade agreenational debt, poses a potential threar- to ments Clinton supported cost Americans
the dominat role the U.S. has within the millions of,job opportunit;ies.
He feels we must retake them, and
international community. It is essential that
we have a working relationship with this bring the hammer down in terms of policy.
He has gone on record to say China are
nation, but we haven't always agreed with

trade manipulators, and in order to combat
that he has proposed stamping goods from
China with 45 percent tariffs. He is very
adamant about trade and plans to make it a
forefront of his presidency.
Russia has taken over the news with its
attempt to regain territory in both Ukraine,
tensions are heightened within the international .community. On top of that, U .S.
intelligence agencies have recently linked
Russia to a series of cyber attacks on U.S.
government servers.
However, both candidates realize their
support is necessary in order to combat the
Jooming threat of ISIS.
Trump denies any connections Russia
had in the attacks on governmental servers. When questioned by Clinton about the
close bond between himself and Russian
President Vladimir Putin, he fervently denied a blossoming friendship, but Trump
does feels that it is possible to ease tensions
with the nation. Some feel that if we had
a Trump presidency he would be able to
establish not only an alliance but a solid relationship with Putin that would be beneficial for everyone.

Clinton, having worked hand in hand
in the past with Russia as her time as
Secretary of State, is familiar with Putin.
She has been quoted referring to him as
a "bully'' and one that needs to be stood
up to. She feels that we are in a lull with
our relationship with Russia. As a nation
under President Obama, we have spoken
out against their claims on Crimea, and
intervened in Ukraine, and it appears she
will follow in that same direction.
While neither of them have proposed
concrete ways to deal with either country,
it is important to know what tone each of
them will take, because one of them will
decide our future in relationships with
these foreign powerhouses.
Hopefully, both candidates have the
best the interest of the U.S. in mind. It
comes down to who you would rather see
in the Oval Office conducting those interests. Only time will tell what approach
the United States will have under its new
commander in chief. Consider all of these
aspects when you hit the polls on Nov. 8.
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What are your thoughts on the
presidential election?
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Sophomore
history
major Jeff
Kleinaitis, of
Belleville
"I waited 18
years for the
opportunity
to vote and
these arc the
two options
that I got. I'm
probably not
going to vote."

Junior exercise
science major
Rachael
Walker, of
Aurora
"I don't plan on
voting for either
candidate, I don't
agree with a lot of
the stuff they're
presenting. I feelw
like if one of them
gets into office,
we're doomed. I
plan on writing
in Bernie Sanders
on my ballot and I
hope a lot of other
people do the
same:'

Senior
psychology,
English major
Reid Anderson,
of Decatur
"For me, it seems
like the media
makes a charade
out of the election.
It's about who can
belittle the other
person the best. It's
not about problems like climate
change. They make
caricatures out of
the candidates,
and I feel like that's
a problem in our
media-dominated
society:'

Junior
nursing
major Sophie
Penwell, of
Chatham
"I honestly
think it's kind
of a joke. I
can't believe
there is a man
like Trump
rurining for
president
and that the
government is
actually allowing something
like that to ·
happen."

s1ue
Department of Theater & Dance

2016
Dunhan1 l iall
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Sophomore biology major Cathleen Wood, of Edwardsville
"I do not want to vote for Trump. I do not want to vote fo r a Clinton. I think they're both really awful candidates. I think I'm going to
throw my vote away and vote for a member of the third party."
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NOVEMBER 9 - 1·2 at 7 :30 pm
NOVEMBER 13 at 2:00 p m

Box Office 618-650-2774

T ICKETS $ 12 & $10
General Admission
SIUE Students Free

Sophomore childhood education major Beckie Scanlan, of
Frankfort
"I feel excited because it is my mst election that I get to vote in. I
think of the Constitution and our rights. I think we're lucky that
we're even able to vote."
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Unlike he,r opponent Dwight Kay,
SIUe math instructor Katie Stuart will stand
. -,up to irr:esponsible-- politicians and fight to

,

for college

'

'

.
,
'
l

'

'
'
I

e- I

..-

students and

•

e

