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A lesson in First Amendment rights and the meaning of beauty
Controversy doesn't stop professor from contrasting industrial landscape with portraits
CAITLIN GROVE
ROSLYN SIPP
Alestle Reporters

Mass communications professor Tom Atwood discovered
beauty in the Wood River Refinery.
He began by photographing young women in front of
the refinery and at first, it was
nothing more than an urban
backdrop for senior portraits,
but it soon became much more.
Atwood said an. English
professor at McKendree University saw these portraits and told
him it reminded her of an Allen
Ginsberg poem, "In Back of the
Real," a poem which was about
seeing beauty in unexpected, industrial places.
"When she sent me that
poem, 'I thought that's exactly
what this is,"' Atwood said.
"Then I started to think about
how you could create a series of
pictures that would show this
contrast between what people
think of as beautiful, say a beautiful woman, but then to also
somehow show the refinery in a
way that is beautiful."
Atwood said many see the
refinery as an eyesore, but ever
since he saw it through his son's
eyes, he had always seen it as
something quite beautiful.
"When we first moved here,
he was 3 or 4 and we would
drive past the refinery on the
way to Alton," Atwood said.
"My wife's in the car looking at
it thinking, 'Oh my god. We live
next to this? This horrible industrial place.' But he was looking
out the window in his car seat at
it and said, 'Dad, we are lucky to
live here aren't we?' That's what
got me thinking maybe it is kind
of a beautiful, awful place."
Atwood said after he was
sent the poem, he began thinking this project could become
something more, possibly even
an exhibit.
"The executive director of
the Edwardsville Art Center saw
the pictures and suggested it
could become an exhibit and it
became a good reason to do [ the
project]," Atwood said. "One
reason I take photos is to create
art and to have people see the
art. So instead of me just shooting as a hobby, it gave it a real
purpose."
However, the entire project
was not smooth sailing for Atwood. As it turns out, the refinery does not like having its
picture taken and will take great
measures to make sure this does
not happen. The refinery has
bought lots of land surrounding
the complex in order to prevent
things of this sort from happening.
At.wood said local police
would stop him soon after hearrived· on the site, telling him the
refinery would confiscate his
camera if he continued taking
photos. Police and security told
him he faced these restrictions
due to the Patriot Act.
"Under the Patriot Act,
which was put in place after
9 /11, if certain strategic areas or

Mass communications major Meredith Wright, of Edwardsville, poses for Tom Atwood's refinery project.

energy places think someone is
doing something suspicious on
their property, they can take
these extra steps," Atwood said.
"He said they could think I was
doing something suspicious, like
mapping the refinery, and could
come out and confiscate the
camera."
Atwood said the first time
he was stopped and told about
this issue, he asked the officer
what he would do if he were in
Atwood's osition.
"He said, 'Well irst o a
would stay on public property
or private property that you
have permission to be on, and I
would be as inconspicuous as
possible,"' Atwood said. "So
that's the approach I took after
that, to always shoot on public
property and I did try to be inconspicuous, which often meant
shooting someplace quickly and
getting out."
Atwood said he was
stopped a total of six times by
police officers, refinery security
or both.
"The last time was the
worst, it was two security and
one South Roxana police officer," Atwood said. "That's when
they said they had put me on the
homeland security list, which
was a bluff. To me, that was intimidation or bullying almost,
but it did stop the project for
awhile because I did not want to
be on that list."
Atwood said the project
started up again when Atwood's
brother posted the story to Facebook and said to contact the re~ finery. Atwood ended up getting
a meeting with the refinery to
discuss the issue and come tb a
potential agreement.

"For the last three shoots,
there was an agreement that if I
told them in advance where I
was going to be, that there were
certain areas I could shoot on
and they wouldn't call out the
security," Atwood said. "They
said they are trying to stay under
the radar; they don't want attention drawn to the refinery so
that somebody might then see it
or thiflk of it as a terrorist
threat."

' (

Atwood said while the
threats slowed him down, they
did not stop him from completing his project.
"It was pretty much done at
that point," Atwood said. "A lot
of people had contacted me who
wanted to be in it so I had
plent-y of pictures by that time.
But I still had people who
wanted to do it, so that's why I
did the rest of them after the
agreement."

I do understand a citizen's
rights ... and I felt that there
was no reason to be notifying a
corporation on what I planned to
do on public property.
Tom Atwood
Mass communications professor, photographer

Atwood said most of the
shoots were done without notifying the refinery because he did
not feel it was necessary.
"I do understand a citizen's
rights under the First Amendment and free speech, and I felt
that there was no reason to be
notifying a corporation on what
I planned to do on public property," Atwood said. "So I made
a point not to call them because
I didn't feel it was right or necessary. I didn't want them involved in the project in any way.
Afterwards, I didn't really like
the agreement because then I
was shooting at areas that they
had designated."

Atwood said he would send
out invitations to people he
thought might be good or who
~ay be interested in participatmg.
"In the invitation, it was always presented as a collaboration," Atwood said. "I would
say, 'Do you want to do it? And
if so, whatever you wear is up to
you. I'm just trying to show a
contrast between you and the refinery.' This way, I thought I
would have a lot of different
looks. However, I shot some
people that I didn't know; some
would say, 'A friend of mine did
it or I saw pictures, can I be in
it?"'

Photo courtesy of Tom Atwood

Mass communications professor Suman Mishra said she
volunteered as a model because
she is interested in photography
and wanted to see what it is that
Atwood really does.
"This is not something I've
ever done. It's not something
I'm comfortable with, but I just
wanted to have fun and to push
myself to do something different
that I wouldn't normally do,"
Mishra said. "Tom is really good
in the sense that he really does
make you very comfortable so it
doesn't feel like you are actually
posing. So I'm happy for him.
I've been seeing him do this for
awhile and the exhibit is like a
culmination of his work."
Atwood said the exhibit will
be a one-man exhibit made up
of about 50 framed photos.
"The point of the exhibit is
to sort of explore this contrast in
beauty, explore the different
kinds of beauty," Atwood said.
"Hopefully, they can expect to
find beautiful, interesting photographs that maybe they did
not expect. What is maybe surprising to some people is how
beautiful the refinery can be."
Mass communications professor Cory Byers and SIUE
alumna Ashley Seering decided
it would be fascinating to create
a documentary to go along with
the photos at the exhibit.
Byers said he and Seering
wanted to add context to the exhibit through their documentary.
"We thought it'd be nice to
have a short video to play there
so people could get an understanding of why he did it,"

REFINERY

I pg.3

www.alestlelive.com

Wednesday, July 16, 2014

The Alestle // 3

Illinois representatives bring issue of human trafficking to SIUE's allention
ROSLYN SIPP
Alestle Reporter

victims of sex trafficking," Wagner said. "They
thrive, these human traffickers, on ignorance."
O nce the women have entered into sex
slavery, Davis said, traffickers utilize tattooing
as a means of identifying them.
"Victims are branded with numbers.
Some have a certain number tattooed behind
their ears," Davis said.
Children and young adults are not the
only people who fall victim to human trafficking. Parents are involved as well, using their
children to make ends meet, according to Lhamon.
"There are pimps. There are traffickers
and also parents, grandparents and guardians
who rent out their children on weekends for
rent money and drug money," Lhamon said.
Davis said raising awareness around the

Human trafficking has reached awareness
at SIUE.
Human trafficking is defined as human
trading, generally for the purposes of sexual
slavery. Forced labor is also considered trafficking. Traffickers often target victims of
young ages for easier manipulation. Young
girls and boys are abducted, kidnapped and
misled into sex slavery.
Representative Rodney Davis, R-Ill., and
Representative John Shimkus, R-Ill., hosted a
summit on human trafficking Monday, July
14, to help raise awareness of the gruesome
issue. Davis said the issue of human trafficking
is to be taken seriously by all, for it can happen
to anyone.
"It's a very important issue, and I hope it's
an issue that we talk
about even more," Davis
said.
They thrive, these human
Representative Ann
Wagner, R-Mo., had simtraffickers, on ignorance.
ilar feelings.
Deidre Lhamon
"This issue is near
Executive d ire cto r of The Coverin g House
and dear to my heart,"
Wagner said. "There are
over 300,000 of our children who are at risk."
Many people locally
and internationally are or have been victims of world is the purpose of the summit and is vital
human trafficking. Sociology and criminal jus- to helping stop this problem.
For survivors of human trafficking, there
tice professor Erin Heil said some forget to
recognize labor trafficking, which is also very are shelters and safe houses, such as The Covering House, for both women and men.
important and needs attention.
"We have so many safe houses that
"There are different types of victims and
all these victims deserve our help, both legally women and children can go and seek help,"
Wagner said.
and socially," Heil said.
More information regarding The CoverRepresentatives from The Covering
House in St. Louis, a refuge for girls who ing House can be found at thecoveringhave experienced sexual exploitation or sex house.org.
On Tuesday, May 20, the House of Reptrafficking, attended the event Monday. Executive Director of The Covering House Diedre resentatives approved five bills to help stop
Lhamon said victims are exploited on the In- human trafficking. For more information
ternet and in the street, but the traffickers are about the bills, visit the website govtrack.us.
If you know a family member or friend
usually hard to identify.
"Recruitment starts on Facebook and who might be a victim of human trafficking,
other social media," Lhamon said. "They go do not take action alone. Contact local police
to small towns and pose as normal men. Some officials as soon as possible so these victims
can be placed in a safe place.
pretend to be modeling agents."
Wagner also said the Internet is utilized
for sex trafficking.
Roslyn Sipp can be reached at
rsipp@alestlelive.com or 650-3527.
"Internet websites are used as portals for

'

Rep . Rodney Davis, R-111., (above) speaks at the Human Trafficking Summit at SIUE.
Rep . John Shimkus, R-111. , (below) reflects on the topics discussed.
I Photos by Christian K. Lee/ Alestle

'Maybe it is kind of a beautiful, awful place :' Professor finds beauty in a refinery
REFINERY

Moss communica tions professor Suman Mishra volunteered to pose for her colleague Tom
Atwood's refine ry project. She said she Is glad Atwood will soon hove this work hanging In
a gallery. "I've been seeing him do this for a while , and the exhibit Is llke a culmination of
his work," Mishra sold.
I Photo courtesy of Tom Atwood

"The Refinery Proiect: Images of Beauty and
Industry by Tom Atwood" will open to the public

July 18 through Aug. 22, with an opening reception
Friday, July 22, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Edwardsville
Art Center. Adocumentary by Cory Byers and Ashley
Seering will be featured at th~ event as well.

I from
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Byers said. "I think if people come in and
watch it before going through the exhibit,
they'll get a better understanding of what
it's about and ..yh at the point was from
Tom's perspective. Then maybe they'll be
able to appreciate the photos a little
more. "
Seering, a fo rmer Alestle employee,
said the idea for the documentary sparked
after Atwood posted the story of h is project online.
"A Jot of people were asking questions about it and he had kind of explained
it but it was hard to get all of the details,
so I just always thought it would make a
good story," Seering said. "The point of
the documentary is to tell the story behind
the photos."
Seering said they tried to capture
every aspect of the process.
"We did one interview with Tom and
we did some with the models that actually
participated in the photo shoots, just to
get their side of it," Seering said. "Then
we went out one evening when he was
doing his last photo shoot at the refinery,
just sort of to give people a live sense of
what Tom was putting into the project."
Seering said they are planning to produce two separate documentaries; one focused more on the art, which will be
shown on a loop at the exhibit and one
looking into the controversy, which will be
posted online.
Atwood said he learned many things
throughout this project, one of which was
not only how deeply some people feel
about the First Amendment, but also how
strongly he felt about it.
"I never had to deal with this before,

what I thought was a complete interference with a citizen's rights," Atwood said.
"But people also feel really st rong on the
other side, too. Even a corporation has a
right to security or invasion of privacy. I
think I also learned about what you can
and can't do under the Patriot Act and
what your rights are. You really do have to
be careful in the decisions you make about
any kind of journalistic or artistic enterprise because you can run into trouble."
Mishra said the fact that his project is
being turned into an exhibit is exciting.
"I'm happy for him," Mishra said.
"I've been seeing him do this for awhile,
and the exhibit is like a culmination of his
work ."
Atwood said he hopes people approach the exhibit with an open mind.
"Not only open minded in the way I
went about shooting, that not everybody
agrees with, but also just open to seeing
the refinery as something other than just
an eyesore or a bad corporation," Atwood
said. "I never really looked at it that way.
I've always been fascinated by it, always
thought it was beautiful; again, in a terrible, almost apocalyptic way. But I think if
they go into the exhibit with an open
mind about all of that, about this idea of
beaut\' and what is beautiful, then I think
it'll be an interesting thing."
"The Refinery Project: Images of
Beauty and Industry by Tom Atwood" will
open to the public July 18 through Aug.
22, with an opening reception Friday, July
22 from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Edwardsville
Art Center.
Caitlin Grove can be reached at
cgrove@alestlelive.com or 650-3527.
Roslyn Sipp can be reached at
rsip p@alestlelive.com or 650-3527.
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Caitlin Grove
Alestle Reporter
Looking back through media history, it's
clear the portrayal of gender has been an issue
since the dawn of movies and television.
Women were shown as either the dutiful
housewife or the damsel in distress, while most
men, on the other hand, were usually portrayed
as strong and heroic.
I found myself watching the "Lucky One"
last weekend and thinking, no guy will ever be
as perfect as Zac Efron is in this movie. And it's
true; women see these movies and begin to
envision their six-packed, blue-eyed prince
charming with Tatum's charm and Gosling's
hair - something that is downrigh impossible.
Women also tend to be portrayed in one of

a few ways. They will be shown as the helpless,
ditzy girl who needs a man to ride in on his
horse and save her. Movies and television also
tend to favor the girl who, let's just say, is overly
friendly with all of the guys.
Then there is one of my favorite examples,
the nerdy quiet girl, desperately longing for the
cute guy in her biology class to notice her. This
scenario either goes one of two ways; he will
realize how beautiful she is on the inside, or she
will get a makeover and he will magically fall in
love with her, after seeing her new looks of
course.
While movies and TV give a skewed
portrayal of what it means to be a male or
female, the advertising world may take the cake
for its levels of sexism, especially toward
women. Ads show women sexualized in ways
that may come off as clever to some but are
ultimately degrading.
No matter what form of media you are
consuming, you are fed these lies about gender
roles and a vicious amount of sexism. A
• problem arises when reality does not live up to
the ideals peoJ?le are subjected to; they therefore
end u p longmg for a world that does not
actually exist. After constant consumption of

these types of gender portrayals, the line of
what's true and what isn't can become blurry.
Now, you have one of two options: you
can sit back and take these inaccurate views the
media are feeding you or you can educate
yourself on them. Education on the topic of
gender in the media can provide consumers
with critical media literacy in order to better
identify issues in the media and analyze them
rather then blindly believing everything they see
and hear.
SIUE offers many classes on gender and
how society sees it. Classes such as "Gender in
Society," a women's studies and psychology
course, and "Women, Gender and Society," a
women's studies and sociology course, among
others will illustrate that what Hollywood is
telling you isn't always the case.
It is, after all, to some extent the
individual's responsibility.to be aware that these
portrayals do not always ring true. Students can
take advantage of the courses provided by the
university if they want to feel less helpless to this
sexism.
Caitlin Grove can be reached at
cgrove@alestlelive.com or 650-3527.

If 'this one counts,' All-Star voting needs to change
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On Tuesday, July 15, the Major League MLB did not change how the teams are
Baseball All-Star game took place at Target determined for the All-Star game.
Field, home of the Minnesota Twins. On
If the game is really supposed to count,
Monday, there was the home run derby, and on fans should not have a say in who gets on the
Wednesday, every team will have the day off, All-Star team. The majority of baseball fans
just like how it is every year for the All-Star · truly only know enough about the team they
game. The winning side of the All-Star game root for, and have a bias when voting for
will get home-field advantage in the players. Some fans fill out ballots by only
World Series because "this one choosing players on their team of choice, taking
counts."
away serious votes from deserving players.
Even more common is people voting for a
name rather than the statistics the player has
Ben Levin
accumulated through 96 games. It happened in
Alestle Sports Editor
this season's voting as Yadier Molina was
supposed to start in the All-Star game before
getting injured. Molina has been called the best
Since 2006, the All-Star game has catcher in baseball for a few years, and as a
determined who gets home-field advantage in Cardinals fan I can see why, but he did not
the World Series because Major League deserve to start in this year's game. Milwaukee
Baseball wanted to keep fans interested in the catcher, Jonathon Lucroy, who is taking over
glorified exhibition game that, in years before for Molina as the NL starter, is having better
2006, were bigger jokes than the All-Star game year at the plate, and with improved defense,
is today. The major problem with the winner deserved to start the game.
· getting home field in the World Series is that
Another problem with the All-Star game

counting is the idea that all 30 teams have to
have a player on the All-Star team. While every
team may have a player deserving of the
achievement, there is no way that the best team
from each side can be found with the
requirement that every team must be
represented.
If the All-Star really counted, MLB would
do away with this rule and would let the
managers from the National League and
American League pick their respective teams.
They would argue and bicker about who
should be on each team, but who should know
more about baseball in the NL or AL than the
managers who play teams in their respective
league as much as MLB managers do?
The most effective way to prove to the fans
that this one really does count would be to take
them out of the equation and allow for the men
paid to make the big decisions to make those
decisions for the All-Star game.
Ben Levin can be reached at
blevin@alestlelive.com or 650-3524.
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Classic film fans from St. Louis and the surrounding communities came together Friday, July 11, to enjoy "Ferris Bueller's Day Off," which was presented by the St. Louis Art Museum as a part
of Its annual Outdoor FIim Series. The next free film screening on Art Hill takes place Friday, July 18.
I Photo by Lexi Cortes/ Alestle

ST. LOUIS ART MUSEUM'S OUTDOOR FILM
SERIES CONTINUES JULY 18, 25 AND AUG. I
ON ART HILL. ALL FILMS BEGIN AT q P.M.

FRIDAY, JULY 18:
· ~ Faa." (1977)
STARRING AUDREY HEPBURN,
FRED AST AIRE AND KAY THOMPSON
ROSLYN SIPP
Alestle Reporter

The nostalgic citizens of St. Louis travelled
back in time through the 1980s movie "Ferris
Bueller's Day Off" last Friday. This summer,
there will be more opportunities to view classic
films through the St. Louis Art Museum's annual Outdoor Film Series.
For five years, the St. Louis Art Museum
has hosted its summer Outdoor Film Series featuring food trucks, live bands, free movies and
more on Art Hill.
Development Event Coordinator Andrea
Henry is the brains of the operation. She said
the Outdoor Film Series has gotten a bigger
turnout in recent years.
"On the third year, it became pretty big.
The first two years were not as popular so we
brought in food trucks and live bands and that
did the trick," Henry said.
Friday's festivities kicked off at 7 p.m.
when the food trucks began serving and the
music started playing. The food truck lines fill
up quickly, but guests are welcome to arrive
early or bring their own picnic baskets full of
snacks. Alcohol, lawn chairs and pets are also
permitted at the Outdoor Film Series.
The next films to be shown are "Funny
Face," "Field of Dreams," and "Meet Me in St.
Louis."
Henry came up with the idea to directly involve the people of St. Louis in the decision
making process of the movie choice this weekend.
"['Ferris Bueller's Day Off'] was chosen by
St. Louisans. Surveys showed that the citizens
of St. Louis wanted more '80s movies to be
shown at the event," Henry said.
Henry said, while "Ferris Bueller's Day
Off'' is a favorable classic to many, the actual
movie is not what the event is all about. It is
about the enjoyment it has to offer and even
more about the consideration that was shown

toward the people of St. Louis through the survey.
"There are three more film series: every Friday in July until Aug. l," Henry said. "I advise
everyone to come and enjoy these events."
Guests are not the only people enjoying the
Outdoor Film Series. Andy Coco, bassist and
frontman of The Rhythm Section Road Show,
performed with his soul-jazz band at.the Outdoor Film Series this weekend. Coco said they
had a great experience. Although it was their
fi rst time attending the event, he said the audience made tl1em feel welcome.
"Knowing that all of these people are here
enjoying our music is a great thing," Coco said.
"I love it."
Organ player of The Rhythm Sec~ion Road
Show and SIUE alumnus David Grelle said he
enjoyed every minute of the event.
"I'm loving it," Grelle said. "As soon as I
got here, I laid down a few blankets on the grass
hill and now I'm going to enjoy it ."
Henry said the O utdoor Film Series is an
event that people everywhere can enjoy. Guests
do not have to be from the area to feel at ease
on the grass of Art Hill.
Kathleen Kain and her husband traveled 45
minutes to see what the hype was about. Kain
said she was informed about the event through
a friend who attends the film series every year.
"We are having a great time," Kain said.
"And for anyone who is not from here, there are
billboards on the highway exits about the Outdoor Film Series."
For more information on the Outdoor Film
Series, visit the St. Louis Art Museum website,
slam.org.
The next event takes place July 18, so grab
a blanket, a friend and snuggle up on art hill
while enjoying classics at the Outdoor Film Series.
Roslyn Sipp can be reached at rsipp@alestfefive.com
or6[,()..3525.

FRIDAY, JULY 25:
'Fc:dd ~ 1.>~" (19a9)
STARRING KEVIN COSTNER,
AMY MADIGAN, JAMES EARL JONES,
RAY LIOTTA AND BURT LANCASTER
· F IDAY, AU . I:
"Me.el- Me. LV\.. ~t Low.,5" ( 1944)
STARRING JUDY GARLAND,
MARGARET O'BRIEN, MARY ASTOR
AND LUCILLE BREMER

THE LINEUP OF FOOD TRUCKS VARIES BY
WEEK. FOR THE FULL LIST, VISIT
SLAM.ORG. FOOD TRUCKS BEGIN SERVING
AT 7 P.M.

PERFORMANCES OF LIVE MUSIC WILL TAKE
PLACE EACH WEEK AT 7 P.M.
ON FRIDAY, JULY 18, BROTHERS LAZAROFF
WILL PERFORM, FOLLOWED BY ILLPHONICS
ON FRIDAY, JULY 25. ON THE LAST OUT·
DOOR FILM SERIES EVENT, MISS JUBILEE
AND THE HUMDINGERS WILL PERFORM.

,r

Questions or comments regarding this
section? Contact the Sports Editor at
650-3524 or sports@alestlelive.com
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2014 Women's
Cross Country
Roster
Freshmen: Ashley Brinker, Jess
Clarke, Haley Miller, Jessi Elder,
Francesca Sikorski-R
Sophomores: Erin Kennedy
Juniors: Haley Briggs, Kirby
Hale, Conradette King, Emily
Conlon-R

2014Men's
Cross Country
Roster

Junior Conradette King was at the front of the pack on Oct. 5, at last seaon's SIUE John Flamer Invite. This season, King will try to continue to stay at the front
of the pack and improve on her successful sophomore season.
I Alestle File Photo

Freshmen: Nick Dobbs,
Anthony Holshouser, Matthew
O'Connor, Tyler Owens, Ben
Scamihorn, Jessy Glaub-R,
Nathan Mefford-R
Sophomores: Keith Meyer
Juniors: Clint Kliem, Nick
Moore, Evan Morgeson, Scott
Woodard
Seniors: Luke Padesky

Young cross country teams have high expectations
CAITLIN GROVE
Alestle Reporter

Cross Country is set to start its season September 5 and
already expectations are high.
Corning off a season where the program had its first AllOhio Valley Conference award recipient in junior Clint Kliem,
head coad1 Eileen McAllister said the key to a successful season
is progress.
"'We want to see progress from year to year and also within
the season," McAllister said. ''We finally have experience on
ow· side and we also finally have some depth on both sides.
11us helps with the traitung environment; it's better if you have
more people to run with and compete with at practice."
Last season, the women's side finished in 8th place at the
OVC conference meet. For this season, McAllister said she
would like to see the team finish in the top five or six in the
conference.
"We want to fuush in the top half of the conference and I
clunk they are capable of that," McAllister said. 'The women
are still going to be fairly young- we lost a couple key seniors
this year- but I do expect that our incoming freshmen will
immediately jump in and contribute."
As for the men's side, who finished in 6th place at the

conference meet last season, McAllister said she would like the
team to break into the top five at conference.
"They improved a lot ~s past year and it didn't really
show in their results because they got the same place as the year
before even though their point total was much better, so
hopefully we can show our improvement better this year,"
McAllister said.
Jwuor N ick Moore said he expects tl1e team to do big
tlungs in tl1e Ohio Valley Conference this season.
"I'm expecting notlung less than to win the conference, I
think we have the team to do. it and it's definitely possible,"
Moore said. ''We have some quality signings so I think they
will come in and have a direct impact and I'm really excited to
see what they can do. I know we had a lot of injuries last year
so with the addition of these guys they can really help fill the
gaps when people go down."
McAllister said it is a big deal that this season's schedule
includes two home meets.
''We have a great course and always get a good crowd out
here so tl1at's always exciting," McAllister said. "It's hard to
have tl1at many home meets when your total meets are six or
seven for tl1e season, but we make a point to try to do it."
McAllister said the conference meet and regionals are
always tl1e two most important meets during the duration of

the season.
'This year it's exciting because regionals is at Bradley,"
McAllister said. "It's a course we are fanuliar with, it's a really
fast course and it's close so that we'11 have a really good fan base
there."
McAllister said the conference meet is being held in
Jacksonville, AL where the ' ran two years ago.
''We know the course and again it's an fast course, so I
know the atluetes that ran there before are excited to run on
tl1e course again," McAllister said. ''We wish it was closer for
everyone to watch but it'll be a fun trip."
Junior Conradette King said even though the team will
be young this year, she is expecting them to do big things.
''When we get together and trait1, you can really see tl1at
we are talented and we've got what it takes to be in the top
four in the conference," King said. "Right now we are getting
two new athletes and we're really excited. I think we have such
a good bond and everyone's so friendly that they should feel
comfortable and right at home when they join our team."

Caitlin Grove con be reached at cgrove@olestlelive.com or
650-3524.

Stroke 'Ain't' No Joke raises money for American Stroke Association
BEN LEVIN
Sports Editor .

When it comes to the world of
professional wrestling, many outsiders or
non-fans may look at the sport and write
it off due to its scripted nature, calling
the sport "fake." But on Saturday, July

~

12, a wrestling company in the metro
east
got together to fight off an
opponent that does not play by a script
and is absolutely real.
At the Sports Academy in Glen
Carbon, Dynamo Pro Wrestling held an
event called Stroke "Ain't" No Joke in
honor of wrestler Kenny "Kenny G"

Garrett, who suffered a stroke in April.
The proceeds from the event were to be
taken to the American Stroke Association
on Wednesday, July 16, by the media
consultant for Dynamo Pro Wrestling,
Luke Roberts.
After a long week of promoting the
event, Roberts was tired, but thankful the

company had put in so much work for
the event. He said the event was
successful in getting the company's
message across.
"It went very well," Roberts said.
"We had a good, strong attendance. We
DYNAMO
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Canis' Neshek home and as happy as ever
DERRICK GOOLD
St. Louis Post-Dispatch (MCT)

Paul Neshek pilots his PT Cruiser - the
one without the air conditioning because it
broke before he moved back from Florida and
who needs it in Minnesota? - into a cul-desac off Dunbar Knoll and stops a few car
lengths shy of the house where he grew up.
He sets the brake and pops a quiz.
What, he asks, is there around this house
that possibly could help a young man such as
his older brother, Cardinals right)' Pat Neshek,
become an All-Star pitcher?
He gives a reporter a few minutes to
guess. There's a mailbox holder that has two
mailboxes, both at about the height a hitter
would swing a bat. Paul shakes his head.
There's a narrow strip near the house, one
plenty long enough for 60 feet, 6 inches,
where a pitcher could warm up, but couldn't
be wild. Paul shakes his head. He points to the
center of the cul-de-sac where there's
landscaping - and a rock.
The nondescript rock, now in the
shadow of some bushes that have grown in
the decade since the three Neshek boys called
the cul-de-sac home, has two telling
characteristics. It's slanted just right so that a
ball thrown just correctly would bounce back
to the thrower, no chasing.
And it's about the size of a tight, low
strike wne.
"This is the key, right here. This is it. This
is the key to his success," Paul said. "We would
be going rollerblading or skateboarding and
the other kids would wonder why my brother
would rather stay there and throw a ball
against a rock. When he becomes a really
good pitcher, you're going to w1dcrstand and
you're going to laugh at the question. This is
where it started."
'Evcnrv vears later and 15 minutes south,
what started.'at a rock reaches a peak.
A free agent sifting through minorleague offers with a week to go before this
year's spring training, Pat Neshek returns

home to the Twin Cities as an All-Star and
one of the best setup relievers in the National
League.
He stepped off the plane Sunday night
carrying his newborn son, Hoyt.
Cardinals manager Mike Matheny
selected Neshek to be a part of the National
League's bullpen for the 85th All-Star Game,
Tuesday night at Minnesota's Target Field,
adding to what's been a season of firsts for the
righty.
His first All-Star appearance will come a
few days after his first win in Milwaukee in
front of four dozen family members. That
came a few weeks after the first save of his
269-game career, and he has a 0.57 WHIP,
which ranks first among L relievers.
''It is the greatest," said the boys' father,
Gene Neshek, while driving home from the
Cardinals series in Milwaukee to Minneapolis.
''He's had a lot of ups and downs. He's got
his dues. And he's had a career that deserves
it. For it to happen at home ... geez."
Pat will not, however, be the first Neshek
to take the mound Tuesday.
Brother Paul is on the tarp crew at Target
Field, working the grounds crew just as he did
at the Metrodome. He has experience
building the mound and painting the rubber
fresh white. And though Pat made his majorleague debut in 2006, his brother was
working the major-league field two years
before that.
So when Pat arrived at the Metrodome,
promoted from the Twins' minors, it was Paul
who showed him around.
Who better to offer a tour ofNeshek's
Twin Cities?
The first stop was their first house, a
subdivision or two away from the key stone
Paul wanted to be sure to visit.
The home is a corner lot, with an Lshaped yard along the side that was wide
enough to fit the three Neshek boys'
imaginary ballyard. A home rw1 was where
the property line ended. The bases were
improvised. Anything that hit the top of the

chinmey stack was considered a homer, and
for a lefthanded-hitter it was easily within
reach. That's why Pat learned to switch hit,
Paul said.
''He was always the best in the yard,"
Paul said. "Just like in 'The Sandlot.' It's
Benny 'the Jet' Rodriguez. Everybody knew
he was going to be good. Pat was going on
to bigger things."
Nearby is the golf course where the boys
would fish for lost balls and then Pat would
unfold a table and sell them back to the
golfers. Kirby Puckett lived near here while
playing for the Twins, and he would buy
candy bars from the boys for their school
fundraisers.
This is where they trick-or-treated on
Halloween, and later Pat would set up shop
in the closet in his room and sell his candy. He
washed dishes at Kelly's 19th Hole and loved
the cggrolls at Que Viet.
Park Center High, home of the Pirates,
is where Pat played ball and where, as a senior,
he protected himself from a line drive by
takillg the ball on his right wrist. The injury
caused it to be too painful to pitch any other
way than sidearm, and the funky, hitchy
delivery he now has was born.
The delivery, which jumps from
submarine to sidearm, made Ncshek tough
on righties, but it was a newfound fastball that
has accelerated his success this season.
Neshek spent last year with Oakland,
where he threw far more sliders than usual.
He became a free agent and waited for the
right offer. And waited. And waited. The
Mets thought he didn't throw fast enough.
The Brewers were interested but he wanted
to stay dose to his pregnant wife in Florida.
"Offers don't come in as quick [as
hoped]," Pat Ncshek says. ''There arc teams
coming here and there. You kind of take and
go, 'Wow, my career could be done here.' I got
a call from my agent. I was at my grandma's
funeral. The Cardinals are interested. More
bad news. They've got [Trevor] Rosenthal
throwing 100 [mph], [Carlos] Martinez

throwing 100. What? OK Maybe Pll make it
there.''
Make it he did, with flourish.
Paul points out more landmarks and
describes how Gene Neshek used to canvass
these same streets in his Mitsubishi van,
collecting the boys and their friends for
practice at - 192 feet to left, 185 to right on
Field 1. Paul's team launched from here to the
Little League World Series.
''This is where we found the love of the
game," Paul said.
That same van would take the
neighborhood kids to the Metrodome for
Twins gan1es and $1 tickets. The Nesheks joke
that they had season tickets to Twins gan1es
''when having season tickets to Twins games
wasn't cool.''
But they went. The van had seats for
nine, but room for more, Gene jokes. And
those trips continued long after the van did.
A mechanical and electrical engineer who
worked in Minneapolis, Gene could leave for
lunch at the Metrodome, watch his son pitch
then head back to work.
He doesn't remember missing many of
those games while Pat was on the Twins or
before he and his wife, Paula, moved to
Florida.
Attending the All-Star Game will replace
a game he did famously miss.
Paul Neshek will work the Home Run
Derby tonight after a birthday lunch with
faniily. It was 32 years ago that his fad1er
settled into the couch ''with a beer" to watch
the 1982 All-Star Game from Montreal. Paula
said d1ey needed to go die hospital - now.
Gene missed d1at night's All-Star Game
and Paul was born the next morning. The
middle son has been reminded ofit ever since.
This week, Gene will attend his first All-Star
Game, and two ofhis sons will be on d1e field.
One might make die mound. The other
could take it.
Read more about Cardinals baseball at
alesHelive.com.

NL Standings
NL East

W-L

Washington
Atlanta
NY Mets
Miami
Philadelphia

51-42
52-43
45-50
44-50
42-53

GB

7.0
7.5

10.0

NL Central

W-L

GB

NL West

W-L

GB

NL Willd Card

W-L

GB

Milwaukee
St. Louis
Cincinnati
Pittsburgh
Chi Cubs

53-43
52-44
51-44
49-46
40-54

1.0
1.5
3.5
12.0

LA Dodgers
San Francisco
San Diego
Colorado
Arizona

54-43
52-43
41-54
40-55
40-55

1.0
12.0
13.0
13.5

Washington
Atlanta
San Francisco
St. Louis
Cincinnati

51-42
52-43
52-43
52-44
51-44

0.5
1.0

ynamo ro re ing pans to continue
working wtt• c•arities in future events
DYNAMO

Showtime Bradley Charles (top) faces off against Mike Outlaw (bottom)
during a wresHlng production put on by Dynamo Pro WresHing at the Sports
Academy in Glen Carbon, II.
I Photo by Christian K. Lee
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had a lot of people from the
area, and we had a lot of
wrestlers from around the
country show up as well."
With roughly 150 people
attending the event, Roberts
said the attendance was lower
than he had hoped for, but it
was the one of the best shows
the company had put on.
"It was a little less than
what we were expecting, but in
comparison to our past events, it
was easily one of the larger
events we've had."
In the world of professional
wrestling, strokes have become
almost common amongst older
wrestlers, with former superstars
like Thomas Billington and
Lawrence Pfohl, better known

as the Dynamite Kid and Lex
Luger, respectively, suffering
from
traumatic
strokes
awareness.
Roberts said the company
plans on continuing to preach
the messages of stroke.
"We've
already
started
planning some events like this
for the foreseeable future,"
Roberts said. "We've discussed
the idea of working on an event
again next year, possibly for the
American Stroke Association.
We've also talked about holding
an event in conjunction with the
American Multiple Sclerosis
Society."
Roberts and others within
Dynamo Pro Wrestling went
around the metro east last week
to promote the event. He said
his schedule was hectic, but well
worth the effort.

"The week prior, we went
on multiple radio stations,"
Roberts said. "On the Thursday
before the event, we had a pretty
big media blitz - four radio
stations in the St. Louis area talk on air to us. We also had an
appearance to promote the event
on Friday on Fox 2. We feel very
fortunate that the Edwardsville
and Glen Carbon and St. Louis
communities came together to
help us promote our message of
stroke awareness in the metro
area."
The next Dynamo Pro
Wrestling event is on Saturday,
Aug. 23, at the Sports Academy
in Glen Carbon.

Ben Levin can be reached at
blevin@alestlelive.com or

650-3524.
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ALESTLE
CLASSIFIEDS
GIVE YOU MORE!
Place your classified ad at a
time convenient for you using
our easy, secure online
interface at:

alestlelive.com/classifieds

HELP WANTED
Law Clerk
Edwardsville law firm seeks a part time
law clerk to assist at the office.
Schedule to accommodate class
schedule.
Please respond at 618·656·5150.
Email edward@ghalaw.com

20 cents aword 1·2 insertions, per insertion
19 cents aword 34 insertions, per insertion
18 cents aword 5-19 insertions, per insertion
17 cents aword 20+ insertions, per insertion

Lawn Care
Hiring a motivated, hard working,
dependable person to assist with lawn
maintenance. Duties include mowing,
weeding and miscellaneous yard work.
2·3 Days a week, 8-10 hour days.
Weekend work would be rare.
Email msmith302@hotmail.com

Deadlines:

FOR SALE

BASIC PRINT INSERTION RATES:
10-word minimum for all ads.

By noon Friday for Tuesday issue
or noon Monday for Thursday issue
Having trouble? Call 618·650·3528
or e-mail classifieds@alestlelive.com

Alestle Office Hours:
MUC2022
8a.m. · 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday

Wednesday, July 16, 2014

Cheap Lake House-Close to campus
Dock to boat and fish everyday. Close
to everything. Priced to sell $179k.
Come and View 618-791·8007
nancy@goshenrealtygroup.com
http://459westlake.isnowforsale.com/
Email larjone@siue.edu

LOOIIIG TO BUY OB
SILL TIDBOOISP

WEARE

HIRING
PHOTOJOURNALISTS

YOU +DIGITAL SLR = • cash
exper1ence

(w/relevant
experience)

porHolio
fun

CHECK OUT
alestlelive.com/classifieds

Pick up an applicaton @ The Alestle office
MUC 2nd floor, room 2022
Questions? call 618.650.3527

C

MANAGEMENT
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www.enclaveinfo.com • www.enclavewestinfo.com

