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Gov. Rauner proposes hard-hitting budget cuts
University administration prepares response to prosol

HAILEY HUFFINES
PUJA MEHTA

Alestle Editor-in-Chief
Alestle Reporter

It was a packed house at the Chancel-
lor’s Open Forum as students, faculty and
staff waited to hear from university ad-
ministrators about how Illinois Gov.
Bruce Rauner’s recent budget proposal, if
enacted, could affect SIUE.

With the earliest answer to the budget
proposal estimated for late May, Chancel-
lor Julie Furst-Bowe and other members
of SIUE’s Chancellor’s Council have taken
the initiative to educate the university
community on the impending cuts.
Budget Director Bill Winter said the uni-
versity has already faced a challenging
amount of budget cuts in the past.

“The level of state support per student
has been going down pretty significantly
over the last 13 years. We’ve basically cut
all the easy things,” Winter said. “It’s not
like we’re starting now where weve gotten
all this money year after year, and all of
sudden we’re having budget cuts. We've
already been dealing with four years of
large budget cuts at least, out of the last
13. As a result, all the easy, low-hanging
fruit, has already been cut.”

According to Winter, the state of Illi-
nois already owes the university a huge
chunk of change.

“The state owes us, right now, about
$27.5 million for things we’ve had to ex-
pend on, which they have not been able to
pay us back,” Winter said.

But SIUE is not the only university
who will be hit with cuts if the budget
plan is enacted — all 12 public universities
in the state of Illinois may see future
budgetary changes.

“Across the board, cuts for all 12 Illi-
nois public universities are 31.5 percent of
their [state] appropriation, [which is]
close to a third,” Winter said.

The breakdown of the university’s
budget numbers is handled by Winter,
who also shared the numerical technicali-
ties and percentages of state appropriation
in response to the budget proposal for the
university.

Breaking down hard numbers in the

university’s budget

According to Winter, the university
receives the majority of its funding from
two groups of money that are collectively
known as the state operating budget. This
budget primarily pays for the cost of in-
struction. One of those groups of money
within the state budget is known as state
appropriation, which comes from the
state, while the other group of money is
the income fund. The income fund is
mostly revenue the university makes from
tuition. The governor’s budget is focused
on the state appropriation money.

“It’s been the historic view that pro-
viding a historical college education is a
public good. It’s good for the state and for
society. At the state level, there are public
universities, and they take taxpayer rev-
enue from people in the state, and they al-
locate a small part of it to universities in
what’s called state appropriation,” Winter
said. “That state appropriation is a subsidy
to offset the cost of tuition. For example,
if you had the situation where your tuition
revenue budget and state appropriation
equaled each other, that would mean that
every dollar a student is paying in tuition,
the state is matching it with a dollar. And
without that one dollar match for subsidy,
it would be twice as expensive.”

On Tuesday, Feb. 24, Chancellor Julie Furst-Bowe discussed the 31.5 percent budget cut proposed by lllinois Gov. Bruce Rauner that will affect

the university. “It's serious; this could be the most serious budget cut we ever had to deal with,” Furst-Bowe said.

| Photo by Christian K. Lee/Alestle

In order to figure out the amount of
money the state appropriation fund will
provide for universities in Illinois, Winter
said a four-step process is used, beginning
in the fall when the university turns its re-
quests into the state. That is then followed
by the Illinois Board of Higher Education
giving its reccommendations.

“So now we're at the third step,
which is [Gov. Rauner’s] recommended
budget, and it’s not the final step. The
final step is when the legislaturg, or gen-
eral assembly — the House and the Senate
— approve a budget,” Winter said. “What
that means is during the next few months
— March, April, May, perhaps June and
July — there will be negotiating between
the House and the Senate leaders and the
governor for the final budget.”

2015 serves up largest budget cut yet
According to Winter, the budget sit-
uation the university is facing is drastic in
comparison to the }'n'cviuus year’s budget
struggles. ;
“Before, a 20 percent budget cut
seemed pretty severe because it was much
larger than anything we had before. In
fact, our highest level of funding was back
in the year 2002. And since then, our total
state appropriation [has been] cut since
2002 — and we've had some challenging
years in there — over what is essentially a

*13-year period [which] is about 13 per-

cent, or $18 million,” Winter said. “Now,
if this happens, we’re facing in one year
$19.6 million and about 32.8 percent. It’s
much bigger, and it’s happening much
faster.”

Now, if this happens, we’re facing in one

year $19.6 million and about 32.8
percent. It’s much bigger, and it’s
happening much faster.

Bill Winter
Budget Director

Although the procedure is a step-by-
step process, Winter said things could
change as decisions are made.

“Historically, we’ve had a flat recom-
mendation, meaning the same level of
funding in the governor’s budget, and we
wind up having a cut. Or sometimes, we
have a cut in the governor’s budget, and
we get flat funded,” Winter said. “I don’t
know if we’ll have a reduction at the level
of [Gov. Rauner’s] budget, and I don’t re-
ally have any inside knowledge on this,
but being at the level it’s at, I would still
expect us to have a large cut.”

Winter said this year’s recommended
budgert reduction is larger than what the
university has seen in the past.

“When we’re looking at this year, the
level of cut for SIUE in state appropria-
tion — now this is not the total state op-
erating budget, this is one piece of it —
would be 32.8 percent. Our worst actual
budget cut was right after 9/11 happened
in the early 2000s, and it was just over 8
percent. I think there was two years in a
row where we had back-to-back budget
cuts leading to a total of about 14 percent.
This is almost 33 percent in one year,”

Winter said.

The severity of the budget cut is large,
and Furst-Bowe said it comes with harsh
truths, such as layoffs.

“This is a process that will play out
over the next several months. ... It’s seri-
ous; this could be the most serious budget
cut we ever had to deal with. There’s no
way we can basically take out a third of
our state-operating budget, and not lose
jobs. That’s a reality,” Furst-Bowe said.
“But we’re working with everyone, and
some of the scenarios will certainly make
cuts that don’t involve jobs. So those will
be further cuts to supplies, to travel, to
utilities, to deferred maintenance, but we
can’t come up with this amount without
getting into personnel costs — it’s as sim-
ple as that.”

While the university searches for areas
other than personnel costs, in which the
spending can be reduced, Furst-Bowe said
in time, job losses will have to occur.

“We’re not planning for large-scale
layoffs, large-scale program [and] building
closures — none of that is on the horizon.
Although, like I said, there will have to be
reductions, there will probably be layofts
in isolated areas, but the sky isn’t falling
quite yet,” Furst-Bowe said.

Even though the vice chancellors
within the university prepared for budget
cuts of the 4-to-9 percent range, the new
recommended governor’s budget will im-
pact these plans.

“That’s what we were told to plan for,
so the 4-t0-9 [percent budget plan]. If we
got the governor’s budget, [it] would now
be increased to over 13.2 percent,” Winter
said. “There’s some other stuff in the gov-
ernor’s budget that shifts costs onto us
and when you have to pay for things you
didn’t have to pay for before, or-if you
don’t get any more revenue to offset it, it
was essentially an increase in the budget
cut. If we got this budget, it could even be
above 13.2 percent.”

BUDGET CUTS | pg.3
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Because of the proposal, the univer-
sity is asking its vice chancellors for more
planning, and the University Planning and
Budget Council plans to continue its meet-
ings until the final decision.

“Now we’re asking the vice chancellors
to provide one more scenario at the gover-
nor’s recommended level,” Winter said. “The
University Planning and Budget Council,
which includes faculty; staff and student senate
representatives, has been meeting and will
continue to meet throughout the spring se-
mester to plan for the challenges ahead.”

According to Winter, the increase in the
recommended budget cut is due to factors
that are out of the university’s control — it has
to do with the state income tax being at a
lower level in comparison to previous years.

“We had been paying three percent [of]
state income tax years ago, and there was an
increase to take it to five percent. Now it’s
gone back down, and it hasn’t gone down to
three [percent], I think it’s down to about
3.75 [percent]. It was reduced Jan. 1,” Winter
said. “We were hopeful last fall that the state
would work to increase the taxes again be-
cause it was just for about a three-or-four year
period, and that expired — we hoped it
would be renewed. Well, up to this point, it
hasn’t been. So that was already going to cre-
ate a loss in funding. And [Gov. Rauner] is
having to recognize that.”

As the amount of state funding required
for other schools increases, Winter said the
university’s state appropriation will decrease.

“Higher education has to make up more
than its fair share because there was actually a
funding increase in [kindergarten through
12th-grade] education,” Winter said. “There
was virtually flat funding for community col-
leges, and there was a flat funding for [the
Monetary Award Program], which is a good
thing for our students who have MAP fund-
ing. But because they basically got flat fund-
ing, or an increase, universities had to make
up even more.”

The budget cuts for the 12 public uni-
versities stands at 31.5 percent, but since the
School of Pharmacy received an appropria-
tion cut, which is kept in a separate pool of
money, that made the total cut add up.

“But because of our state appropriation
for pharmacy also got cut, that adds us up to
32.8 percent,” Winter said.

Budget reforms’ effect on tuition rates

Tuition rates could fluctuate based on the
potential upcoming budget changes. Winter
said the university would go before the Board
of Trustees  to discuss tuition increases in
March, but a numerical amount was not yet
finalized.

“One thing about tuition increases is we
try to keep a balance of being affordable for
students, but also trying to increase tuition to
the level that we need for operating,” Winter
said. “Having the four-year tuition guarantee
1s good for students because it does mean that

budget were to become SIUE’s final budget,
then we’d be looking at a reduction in state ap-
propriation of about $19.6 million, which is
big, and it would be about 32.8 percent,”
Winter said. “But when you factor in tuition
revenue and everything else, that would be just
over 13 percent of our total state operating
budget. And that’s without increasing tuition.”

Even though the budget cuts imply dras-
tic changes to SIUE’s spending money;, Winter
said everyone is doing their best to ensure
some things remain consistent.

“One of our primary goals is to protect
instruction in the classroom. So students will
be sure that they will have high-quality profes-
sors and instruction. That will be a very high
level goal,” Winter said.

It’s serious; this could be the most

serious budget cut we ever had to deal
with. There’s no way we can basically
take out a third of our state-operating
budget, and not lose jobs. That’s a

reality.

Julie Furst-Bowe
Chancellor

when you’re an existing student for four years,
you’re not going to have a tuition increase. But
what that does mean is that we can only raise
undergraduate tuition on the new incoming
students. So that is a very small percentagg of
the student population, meaning you don’t get
very much money from that increase.”

In fact, Winter said the tuition would
have to be increased by a value between about
120 to 130 percent, more than double current
tuition, in order to even meet the deficit.

Now what?

Despite the fact that no final decisions
have been made about the budget, Winter said
the implications of Gov. Rauner’s recom-
mended budget largely impacts the state ap- ~
propriation budget. However, it has a much
smaller impact when the other funds of the
state operating budget are taken into account.

“T can tell you that if the governor’s

In order to begin planning the budget
cuts, Winter said the budgets within the dif-
ferent colleges in the university will be ana-
lyzed by the deans.

“T can’t tell you how much the 32.8 per-
cent from each college because in the planning
process we're evaluating things that are deci-
sions that will be made at the deans’ level. And
they will be looking at a variety of factors, but
they’ll look at things like enrollment, demand
for programs and we’re also looking now at
existing vacancies,” Winter said.

The finalized budget will take place once
Gov. Rauner, the House and the Senate come
to an agreement. Winter said in recent years,
the process has gone on until June, July or
even August.

“And we actually start our fiscal year on
July 1, so sometimes we start the year Without
an approved budget,” Winter said. “The
Board of Trustees has to take action that says

that temporary financial arrangement so that
we can keep operating at the same budget
we've been operating with. So there will be a
lot of negotiating and lobbying, and we’ll be
working.”

The news about the budget cuts is very
recent, and planning is being done as quickly
as possible on how to handle it. In the mean-
time, Furst-Bowe said communication be-
tween faculty and legislators is crucial.

“Iry to stay informed — this is in the
news all the ime. We'll be sending out emails,”
Furst-Bowe said. “To all the STUE employees,
you can certainly feel free to contact your leg-
islators — there’s nothing wrong with that.
Someone said, ‘Well that’s against our ethics
code.” Well, it is if you spend all day doing that

instead of your job. ... If you want to on your
own time, phone, email or write to legislators
on behalf of STUE, on behalf of students, on
behalf of employees. The more they hear
about this issue, everyone else will be out
there as well.”

Even though input from everyone is crit-
ical, Winter said it is also the limiting reagent
in budget situations like this one.

“The bottom line is that it’s really too
early in the process to tell. We haven’t done
planning; at this point, beyond the nine per-
cent level. We’ll be moving in that direction,
but when you involve so many different peo-
ple who have other responsibilities, it just

takes time,” Winter said. “The value of shared
governance in this whole process is that you
get a better product because you get input
from everybody, but we can’t do it in a day.”

While the road ahead is seemingly a long
one, it is not due to wrongdoings by the uni-
versity. Winter said STUE will find a resolution
and handle the situation appropriately.

“At some level, it’s not a situation which
the university created. It’s the hand we've been
dealt. And it’s not like anybody involved in this
process enjoys this process. We just have to do
the best we can with what has been given to
us,” Winter said. “One of our greatest
strengths is when everybody pulls together,
and works on a solution together, and I be-
lieve that will happen again.”

News can be reached at news
@alestlelive.com or 650-3527.

Kimmel Student Leadership Center calls for sfrong women

MADISON O’BRIEN
Alestle Reporter

out invitations to all of the nominees, but any female
student can apply as well. To apply, students can go on

Listen up ladies — this spring the Kimmel Student
Involvement Center is hosting its first Women’s

the Kimmel Student Involvement Center website and fill
out the application in order to atterd the conference.

for the Student Leadership Development Program.
“The Kimmel Student Involvement Center hopes to

provide additional leadership skills to students on cam-

pus, while also providing a forum specifically to female

leaders to gain more experience and self knowl-

Leadership Conference for any female students who

exhibits outstanding leadership qualities.

Kimmel Student Involvement Center Associate
Director Michelle Welter organized the conference
to offer new leadership opportunities to students.

Welter said there are a lot of issues that do not
get addressed at general leadership conferences, and
she wanted to gear this conference specifically to-

ward the needs of women.

“The event will offer a variety of leadership pro-

women.

grams,” Welter said. “We wanted to try several new

options for student topics, specific to female leaders,

that don’t often get addressed.”

Welter said from the responses they have already

This is an opportunity for the woman
population of SIUE to come together
for all female student leaders to

attend sessions they wouldn’t normally
feel comfortable doing without other

Kimmel Student Involvement Center Associate Director

edge,” Welter said. “This is an opportunity for

the woman population of SIUE to come to-

gether for all female student leaders and attend
sessions they wouldn’t normally feel comfortable
doing without other women.”

The Kimmel Student Involvement Center
continues looking at leadership programs that
target additional leadership opportunities for
students, such as a leadership program for fresh-

men and sophomore students. The Kimmel Stu-

Michelle Welter

received from faculty and staff, this conference could be-

come an annual event at the university.

The conference has already received 100 women
nominees. Faculty and staff can nominate any female stu-
dent who shows outstanding leadership qualities.

“We are aiming to have 60 participants, but if the
response is high, we will allow extra space,” Welter said.

The Kimmel Student Involvement Center will send

“The conference consists of a welcome from the
chancellor [Julie Furst-Bowe], dinner and three, one
hour-long break-out sessions that students have the
choice to attend,” Welter said.

Women have the choice to attend several different
sessions focused on their personal interests. By attending
the conference, students will also be able to receive credit

dent Involvement Center is also open to any
other ideas that students may have.

The Women’s Leadership Conference is
scheduled from 4 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,

March 31, in various rooms in the Student Suc-

cess- Center, but is subject to change if the number of
participants exceeds room space. For further informa-
tion, Welter can be contacted at mking@siue.edu .

or 650-3527.

Madison O’Brien can be reached at mobrien@alestielive.com
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Alestle wins 13 awards
at statewide conference

ALESTLE STAFF

The Alestle won 13 awards last
Saturday, Feb. 21, at the annual Illi-
nois College Press Association con-
ference. At the Chicago conference,
Feb. 20-21, the Alestle earned four
first-place awards, placed in six other
categories and earned three honor-
able mentions.

The Alestle competed with 37
Illinois colleges and universities in
15 open categories. Additionally; the
Alestle competed in 18 categories
against 13 non-daily student news-
papers on campuses with more than
4,000 students, including Columbia
College in Chicago, Loyola Univer-
sity, University of Illinois at Spring-
field, DePaul University and others.

Former Alestle Chief Copy Ed-
itor Michelle Yee won first place in
the Editorial Cartoon category for
her piece ““Tis the season for over-
looked holidays.”

Lifestyles Editor Caitlin Grove
won a first place award in the Fea-
ture Story category for “A picture is
worth a thousand words: Student
brings his world of photography to
campus.” Grove also won an honor-
able mention in Feature Page design
for “Metro East Eats Fall Favorites.”

Photo Editor Christian K. Lee
won first place in the Spot News
Photo category for his work cover-
ing protests in Ferguson, Mo. For-
mer Aleste Editor-in-Chief ™ Alexis
Cortes, former Alestle Lifestyles Ed-
itor Karen Martin and Editor-in-
Chief Hailey Huftines won first
place in the News Story category for
their piece “A kiss, selfie & invitation
to talk about God: Evangelist elicits
unique responses from students.”

Managing  Editor = Mady
O’Reilly brought home second place
in Headline Writing for “Budget
cuts cause hang ups: Campus de-

Chancellor’s

HAILEY HUFFINES
Alestle Editor-in-Chief

University administration
shared good news with students,
faculty and staff at the Chancel-
lor’s Open Forum Tuesday, Feb.
24, in light of Illinois Governor
Bruce Rauner’s recent budget
proposal, the original reason for
the meeting.

Provost for Academic Af-
fairs Parviz Ansari said three
current dean searches are under-
way for the School of Business,
School of Education, Health
and Human Behavior and the
College of Arts and Sciences.

“The committees have been
asked to do their due diligence,
making sure that they pick the
best candidates with the diversi-
ties in mind and making sure
that they are working together
in one team,” Ansari said.

Candidates are being inter-
viewed for the School of Busi-
ness and the School of
Education, Health and Human
Behavior positions; for the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences, names
have been selected and dates are
being scheduled for the candi-
dates to visit the campus.

The search for the vice
chancellor for student affairs po-
sition has been underway, and
Director of Retention and Stu-

partments lose office phones.”

Lee won two second-place
awards — in the Photo Essay and
Fearure Photo categories for his cov-
erage of the protests in Ferguson,
Mo. and for “In case you missed it:
Fair St. Louis,” respectively. Lee also
won an honorable mention in the
Photo Essay category for “Protests
Arise From Grand Jury Decision In
Ferguson.”

Cortes won third place in the
In-depth Reporting category for
“We should probably discuss the fu-
ture of the museum,” a piece about
the future of SIUE’s University Mu-
seum.

Former Alestle Photo Editor
Brian Armea won two third-place
awards in the Sports Photo and
General News Photo categories for
his photos accompanying the stories
“Men’s basketball ends four-game
skid” and “A kiss, selfie & invitation
to talk about God.”

Reporter Puja Mchta won an
honorable mention in In-Depth Re-
porting for her piece “Budget cuts
cause hang ups.”

“Pm proud of this year and last
year’s staffs for such a wide variety
of first through third place awards.
They did some important work in
in-depth reporting and photography
this past year, and the awards reflect
that hard work and more,” Alestle
Program Director Tammy Merrett
said. “And the fact that we brought
home more awards than in recent
years is great news as well.”

More than 1,250 entries$ in the
competition were judged for excel-
lence by members of the Illinois
Press Association and working jour-
nalists in Missouri, Tennessee and
Ohio.

News can be reached at news
@alestlelive.com or 650-3527.

SIUE hosts Africa Night 2015

Ducers perform an African dance piece at Africa Night l the Meridian Ballroom on Scnuray. Feb. 21.
| Photo by Adam Mason/Alestle

#

Yoy T
Alumna Jamila Ajanaku, of Chicago, prepares a plate of African cuisine before her dance performance
at Africa Night in the Meridian Ballroom on Saturday, Feb. 21. | Photo by Adam Mason/Alestie

Open Forum updates campus on dean searches

dent Success Kevin Thomas,
who is also a chairman on the
search committee, said the orig-
inal pool of 76 applicants has
dwindled down to a smaller
number.

“Through the work of the
search committee, we narrowed
that number to 38 [applicants],
to doing some video interviews
for about 11 candidates,”
Thomas said. “We will be bring-
ing five candidates to campus in
the month of March and we are
scheduling those interviews
right now.”

A retirement reception will
be held Wednesday, April 29 for
current Vice Chancellor for Stu-
dent Affairs Narbeth Em-
manuel. Further information
about the location and time of
the reception will be shared with
the campus community.

Assistant Vice Chancellor
for Enrollment Management
Scott Belobrajdic shared num-
bers he and his department col-
lected on recent student
enrollment.

“The total enrollment for
spring was 13,178 students,
which is exactly 300 more than
last spring,” Belobrajdic said.
“Now for fall, we are up 132
students from fall to fall. ... It’s
very rare to then grow even
more than that from spring to
spring.” : :

Within the spring enroll-
ment number, Belobrajdic said
the number of full-time students
was at 10,153, the largest full-
time spring enrollment number
in the university’s history. Belo-
brajdic said the numbers for
African-American, Latino and
Hispanic students stand at a his-
toric all-time high, with 1,736
African-American students and
481 Latino and Hispanic stu-
dents. The Spring 2015 semes-
ter also saw a jump in
international students, reaching
a 12 percent enrollment.

According to Belobrajdic,
the addition of the new winter
session the past fall semester saw
an enrollment number of 500
students. Belobrajdic said the in-
crease in the number of new
transfer students in the Spring
2015 semester brought the most
surprise.

“Transfer enrollment across
the state is down in community
colleges, including our three
feeder institutions; so it would
be very logical for us to project,
predict and assume we’d be
down in transfer students,” Be-
lobrajdic said. “Typically in the
fall, we’ll roll about 1,250 new
transfers, and in the spring it’ll
be about 350, or 1,500 students
will join us every year as trans-
fers. Fall and spring, this year
combined, is 1,850 students

joining us this transfer, includ-
ing 493 this spring — 150 more
than last spring.”

In other news, Vice Chan-
cellor for Administration Ken-
neth Neher shared plans for
upcoming construction and
maintenance projects for cam-
pus buildings.

“Facility projects are really
slowing down and the ones we
would locally do are related to
trying to prevent future damage
to buildings from deficiencies,
renovation projects and possibly
trying to meet accreditation
needs,” Neher said.

According to Neher, the
Science Lab Building East con-
struction is the first project on
the list, which is expected to be
complete in spring 2017. Once
that project ends, Founders Hall
will follow suit in another reno-
vation project.

“When that’s done, physics,
math and STEM will move back
into it, and then there will also
be a pretty big chunk of space
left vacant that we will then be
moving people into and out of
as we go into our 21st century
buildings program,” Neher said.
“This is the Student Facilities
Fee that was passed some years
ago. And the first building to go

under renovation will be
Founders Hall.”
According to  Neher,

Founders Hall will undergo ren-
ovations to its building systems
and some adjustments will be
made to meet programs’ needs.
The project is planned to be a
two-year project in two different
phases.

Neher said either this spring
or summer, the Vadalabene Cen-
ter will receive a new steel or
metal exterior skin due to water
damage and will update the look
of the building.

“The water is coming
through the walls ... It’s literally
penetrating right through the
panels, and is causing damage to
the building, providing leaks in-
side,” Neher said.

An expanded weight room
will also be added to the Student
Fitness Center, paid for by the
Student Fitness Center Fee. A
workshop area is looking to be
constructed for students that can
be used to work on projects and
engineering competitions, such
as the Baja Car built by the So-
ciety of Automotive Engineers
and the concrete canoe built by
the SIUE Concrete Canoe
Team. This summer, plans for
roadwork on Circle Drive are
expected as well.

News can be reached af news
@alestlelive.com or 650-3527.
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Parking Services should focus more on students than revenue

Many students can say they have braved the
freezing winter wind to pay for parking, run
inside for a warm cup of Starbucks, and return to

a parking ticket clamped to their
windshield.

Madison O'Brien
Alestle
Reporter

The Parking and Traffic Committee wants to
raise prices on parking violations to lower the
number of tickets received, because the
committee believes it is in the best interest of the
students.

Shocking news, but as college students, we
do not have piles of extra money lying around to
pay for the multitude of tickets received from
arriving to our meters two minutes after they
expire.

Parking Services workers have a sixth sense.
Our cars are like drops of blood in the water, and
as soon as our meters expire, they can
immediately smell it from miles away and swim
hungrily to its prey.

Thousands of dollars are paid every year just
to attend college, and now all of a sudden, the
Parking and Traffic Committee wants to add on
to the already horrendous debt by upping the ante
on parking violations.

‘50 Shades of Grey’ romanticizes abuse, misrepresents

With “50 Shades of Grey” premiering
globally, protests are rapidly catching media
attention; this romance between a billionaire and

a lip-biting reporter is really no
romance at all.

Amanda Turner
Alestle
Online Editor

With the release of “50 Shades of Grey™ last
week, the protesting murmurs from social media
exploded into an uproar. There is a community
on the Internet that protests the 50 Shades book
series and the recent film adaptation. I am not one
to jump on any bandwagon rushing past, but I
cannot help but take pause whenever I see the
“50shadesofabuse™ hashtags popping up all over
the Internet. I usually live with the “just keep
doing you” mentality and let people have their
freak flag fly any way the wind blows. This
travesty of what romance is however, is
something I really just cannot understand.

We have all seen the jokes and memes about
“50 Shades of Grey.” They are good for a quick
laugh. One meme that highlights the issue I have
with calling this a romance is where they say
something along the lines of “50 Shades is only

This is not at all in the best interest of the
students. The Parking and Traffic Committee
does not want to lower the number of tickets,
because that would affect their own income.

In the Student Government blog post,
“Parking Tickets Going Up...On a Tuesday,”
written by Graduate Senator Jodi Cox, explains
how students parking in lots without the correct
permit was one of the reasons for raising the
consequences for parking violations.

Walking through the Green Lots every day;
it is apparent that there are plenty of parking
spaces open for people who hold the correct
permit. The Green Lots are rarely full, where as
the Red Lots are filled to the brim every single
day.

We, as students, are not even allowed to
purchase Green Lot passes unless they are won in
a raffle and then paid for. This is not at all
reasonable. Green Lot passes should be first
come, first serve.

You can register at the last possible second
for the Green Lot pass raffle, and win it over
people who registered months in advanced. If
students are willing to pay for the Green Lot
passes, it is not fair that a raffle determines who
gets them.

The main issue is the overall size of the
campus and the population of commuter
students. When it 1s freezing or later in the
evenirlg, no one wants to walk a mile to his or her

romantic because he is filthy rich; if he were poor,
it would be an episode of ‘Criminal Minds.” ” As
a big fan of the adorable Dr. Reid, I found this to
really hit home. What is tripping the trigger for
fans of this franchise is something that would turn
your stomach if you saw it on the news.

People argue Christian Grey is an anti-hero
— someone so dark and twisted he just needs to
be understood: As a big reader, I have seen my
fair share of anti-heroes — Christian Grey is just
sleazy. He i$ not into Bondage and Discipline,
Sadism and Masochism; he is a bully with a little
stalker thrown in for good measure. With BDSM
there are rules, guidelines and mutual respect. Yes,
one person submits to the other, but in a healthy
BDSM relationship, it is the submissive that is in
charge; they are the ones that set the hard limits
for what is or is not allowed. Everything is agreed

upon beforehand; anything else is just blatant .

abuse.

The greatest fear for what this franchise has
unleashed is that some poor person will think that
this is what love is. They will find someone that
they think they can save — someone like
Anastasia supposedly “saving” Christian — and
they will be hurt irreparably in the process. This
also “allows predators more leeway as people
protest their love for this anti-hero. Sadly, one
such case has already made the news from the

class from the Red Lots, so students risk the
chance of getting a ticket rather than parking in
the correct lot.

Currently, a $15 increase to parking tickets
for each subsequent violation is being discussed.

If ticket prices are raised, it will not prevent
students from parking where they want, it will
only rack up more debt.

Many students on campus put off paying for
their parking violations until they absolutely have
to at the end of the school year. If the prices on
tickets are raised, there is the potential that
students will have an ungodly amount of money
to pay to receive their grades after each semester.

To reduce the number of tickets, Parking
Services could hold several Green Lot raffles a
year, have more close, available parking spaces or
reduce the hourly rate on meters and pay lots.

Parking Services needs to be more flexible to
the needs of the students, because raising the
prices of tickets will only further complicate the
lives of both students and the Parking and Traffic
Committee.

Although raising the prices can be beneficial
to university funding, it is not in the best interest
of the students who attend here.

Madison O'Brien can be reached at
mobrien@alestlelive.com.

actual BDSM relationships

University of Illinois at Chicago. A man
restrained and beat a woman when she argued
about consent. The man was then surprised that
he could not go on his merry way when charges
were brought against him.

I hope this series is just a passing fad and that
people really will not want that kind of
relationship. Being the center of the world for
someone who is twisted in that way is not a safe
thing to be. It is full of manipulation, stalking and
pain; it will not make you feel cherished. If you
are curious about 1t, just look into the
#50shadesofabuse. These people dealt with their
own Christan Greys. Some did not even survive
it.

Instead of giving into the idea of saving
someone and being a feminist for doing so, —
which is the biggest lie of the entire series —
spend that movie money at a women’s shelter or
help our at an abuse hotline. Do not let people
think this is a culturally acceptable. As college
students, the future is with us. Take a stand for
good, healthy relationships and help those who
ar¢ hurting-in-this very circumstance. If you find
your very own Christian Grey, safchorizon.org is
a great organization to turn to for help.

Amanda Turner can be reached at
aturner@alestielive.com.

Do you think the suggested increase to parking fines
is unreasonable or is Parking Services in the right?

Answer our poll at www.alestlelive.com.
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CAITLIN GROVE
Alestle Lifestyles Editor

Josh Funneman has been performing on the main
stage in Dunham Hall Theater for a few years now, cap-
turing the hearts of audiences with his comedic ways.
Yet, if it had not been for his eighth-grade crush, this
may have never occurred.

“I really got into theater stuff because my eighth-
grade play — I had a huge crush on this girl, so I went
and did it and I ended up getting the lead role,” Funne-
man said.

However, for Funneman, a senior theater and dance
major from Teutopolis, success did not come as
smoothly as one would think.

“The audition [freshman year] went terrible — I
had no idea what a monologue was,” Funneman said.
“[When] I came into this program, I thought I was tal-
ented — [but] I was a really bad actor. I came in the day
of the audition, having memorized a monologue from

a crappy movie, and I just bombed it — my words just

stopped coming out. I don’t remember what shows
were on that season, because I didn’t get called back
for any of them.”

Theater and dance professor Chuck Harper
said Funneman was enrolled in his beginners
% acting class his freshman year, and saw potential

right away.
i “My first impression of [Funneman] was
3 he was a very raw talent,” Harper said. “He was
really funny — that was clear — but had some
issues with focus and honing in on what he was
doing. His energy was really scattered. Over the
last four years, what we’ve been doing is keeping

humor — but to really be able to direct it and
use it to maximum effect.”
3 Funneman said since he already signed
; up for the program, he might as well give it
another try. This second chance came in the
form of The Cougar Theater Company.

“That experience was awesome,”

Funneman said. “[Theater and Dance

Properties Manager] Kate Slovinski
was in charge of it at the time and she
1s a saint. She takes actors like me who
had no idea what they were doing, and
puts on a show. What’s cool about it is
that back then, the company would perform at the
Wildey Theatre and children would get out of school to
come see us. Kids are the best audience — you learn to
get out of your box, to actually do stuff. My next three
or four shows were with [Slovinski] and CTC, and that
ended up being my training ground.”

Slovinski, who at the time was production manager
of CTC, said shaping Funneman was mostly a refinment
of technique and using his strong suits to compliment
and strengthen his other, less-prominent qualities.

“His first role was as the Frog Prince in which he
had only one line, which was ‘croak,” Slovinski said.
“To begin with, Josh and all of his 6-foot lithe hopping
was hilarious within itself. Then the subtext of how he
said ‘croak,’ it’s so hard to explain, but he stole the show.
To hear somebody say ‘croak’ with such conviction —
croak as in ‘No,’ croak as in ‘What?’and croak as in ‘Stop
it,” all with just the word ‘croak.” To see him not only

¢ his sense of humor, — his weird, wacky sense of

do that, but pretty much walk away with the show when
he was onstage, was when I was like, “This is it; this
kid’s got the stuff and he’s better than I thought.”

Slovinski said the next show her and Funneman col-
laborated on was a children’s melodrama titled, “The
Perfumed Badge” and during this process was the first
time she saw the true potential of Funneman’s comedic
abilities.

“I remember the first moment it dawned on him he
told a joke, but didn’t physically tell the joke,” Slovinski
said. “I knew Josh was on his way to being as funny
with what he said and how he said it, as he was with his
movements. I remember that moment and thinking, ‘Oh
my gosh there’s a comedian, I just saw it, it’s going to
start, and it will start here.” And that was huge for him
and for me. I thought I knew how funny he was but we
were just getting started.”

Once Funneman had developed his skills, he de-
cided it was time to try the theater department auditions
once again. Funneman said the Theater and Dance De-
partment was quite different from the theater he knew
prior.

“It’s insane [on the main stage],” Funneman said.
“I came from my high school — our director was a guy
who worked at Wal-mart and our stage was in the grade
school gymnasium; they fold out uncomfortable chairs
and moms are there to see you. But here, the commu-
nity comes out to support us; it’s insane.”

Harper said the first time he saw Funneman’s full
potential was in the play “The 39 Steps.”

“39 Steps’ was where he found the kind of role he
can just nail — that really played into his comic skills,”
Harper said. “I didn’t direct it, but I assumed he would
be in it. He was still at that point [where he was] a little
bit rocky in terms of his focus and his technique, so it
was a really big step for him to get that big of role in
one of the faculty shows on the big stage. Coming to
see that show and seeing the work he did in it was the
moment I was like, ‘Okay, it’s all coming together for
him. He’s starting to really put the pieces together.”

After roles in various other plays during the next
two years, it was finally Funneman’s time to shine. This
time, it came in the form of a play called, “Servant of
Two Masters.”

“That was the best experience I've had, ever,” Fun-
neman said. “My favorite moment of [‘Servant of Two
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Masters’] was one time where the Theater 111 students
are forced to come see the show by their professor. I saw
one kid with his notebook, taking notes from the show.
So I jumped offstage, took his notebook from him and
I wrote, ‘The actor portraying Truffaldino is both par-
ticularly talented and handsome.” And I tossed it back
to him and said, ‘Put that in your paper and you’re
bound to get an A.””

Harper said Funneman’s role in “The 39 Steps” so-
lidified his potential in the theater department and
proved he could handle larger roles, such as Truffaldino.

“There are people who are good actors, but are they
good enough to hold down a show, be the cen-

with stand-up, I think he knows that comedy is a poten-
tial career. I think when he got here he might have
dreamed of it in a big, nebulous way, but I hope now
he knows if that’s what he really wants, he’s got the
tools.”

Funneman said it means the world to him to have
been part of this department.

“I don’t care what kind of day you’re having, if you
go see a show like [“Servant of Twwo Masters’], you walk
out of there a different person,” Funneman said. “Being
with these students and professors, everyone is so pas-
sionate and it’s incredible.”

say I've learned from [Funneman]. Josh Funneman
should remind you; your dream begins today — and
that’s a great gift.”

Harper said some of the moments he felt he really
got to know Funneman were the times standing around
talking before or after class:

“He’s funny onstage, but he’s really funny and in-
sightful offstage in a humorous way, just when he’s talk-
ing about life,” Harper said. “I’'m a fan of the man. I'm
going to miss him; he’s graduating and we are just get-
ting to the point where he’s doing great stuff — bur that
is the point where he should be leaving.”

Funneman said he plans to stay in

terpiece of a show? He wasn’t the centerpiece of
that show, but the work he did in it was what
told me he can be the guy — you can build a
whole show around him, which is what ‘Servant
of Twvo Masters’ was,” Harper said.

Funneman has recently expanded his
comedic horizons and taken to the stand-up
world. He performs at Hey Guys Comedy Club
in Fairview Heights most Wednesdays.

“Stand-up 1s awesome; you get to meet all
kinds of people through it,” Funneman said. “I
got to perform with Dustin Diamond, Screech
from Saved by the Bell, and Todd Bridges from
Different Strokes — like, ‘What you talkin’ ‘bout
Willis> — I met Willis. I think [theater and

 As powerful as the world can be in

us a little less warm, | just don’t think the
world can make Josh Funneman a little

colder — it’s just not in his nature.

Kate Slovinski
Theater and Dance Properties Manager

the St. Louis, Mo. area, audition
around and perfect his stand-up per-
formances.

“There is a girl who books comics
and showed interest in working with
me, so I'’ll see if we can do something
with that,” Funneman said. “Stand-up
is something that I can pick when I’'m
performing. I'm still going to act as
much as I can, but you have to audi-
tion and this and this. Stand-up, I can
just go onstage and perform.”

Slovinski said as the end of his
senior year draws near, she cannot
wait to see what is next for Funne-

making

stand-up] kind of inform each other. I look at
stand-up as a play that I wrote. I know what hits
and what doesn’t. When you’re actually writing about
real things in your life, those tend to be the funnier
things.”

Slovinski said the two things one may see the mo-
ment that he or she meets Funneman is his enthusiasm
and people-pleasing skills.

“If [Funneman] would have a spirit animal, it
would be a golden lab. He’s just so sweet and so invit-
ing,” Slovinski said. “What struck me was someone who
was willing to pour it all into getting better at this craft
and wanted so much to give. I thought, T have to work
with this guy. I will find something just to have that
kind of energy and enthusiasm;’ I think that’s something
we don’t have enough of in this world.”

Harper said he hopes Funneman will leave the uni-
versity with a greater sense of confidence.

“He’s funny, and I think he’s always known he’s
funny and has enjoyed that, but I think maybe he knows
now that he can be professionally funny,” Harper said.
“He cannot just make his friends laugh, but through his
work here and the work he’s started doing off campus

Harper said Funneman is an interesting guy when
he is not trying to be funny, something that happens to
be his biggest challenge.

“What do you do when you can’t be funny? How
do you deal with a play or a scene where you can’t use
humor? For a lot of people, trying to be funny is very
vulnerable,” Harper said. “He’s a stand-up [comedian],
too, and that’s the most terrifying thing in the world
that I can think of; I can’t imagine getting up in front
of people and either you’re funny or you suck. So, for
some people, comedy is a very vulperable thing; I think,
for Josh, he’s more vulnerable the opposite way.”

Slovinski said the biggest legacy Funneman leaves
in his wake is how he shows others to follow their
dreams.

“Many believe that school is something you have to
complete and then begin working toward [the dream],”
Slovinski said. “[Funneman], from that really genuine
place of wanting to share laughter and to be onstage, he
began working immediately with stand-up and contin-
uing with shows. I think that’s the biggest lesson I can

¥

man.

“It doesn’t matter how great his
career will become — he will never be the person that
won’t give an autograph, won’t give a hug, won’t go
back to where his family is from,” Slovinski said. “I
don’t see, as powerful as the world can be in making us
a little less warm, I just don’t think the world can make
Josh Funneman a little colder — it’s just not in his na-
ture. He’s the kind of person where when you hear his
voice or see his name, you can’t wait to see what’s next.
P'm just happy to know him.”

Funneman said acting has given him something he
can be proud of for years to come.

“I got through high school with bad grades and
thought, “This is something ’'m good at,” even though
I wasn’t — but now I actually am,” Funneman said. “I
think it just comes naturally to me; I’'ve been making
people laugh my whole life. Any time you can get me
in front of people to do my thing, I eat it up. Personally,
I can’t imagine doing anything else.”

Caitlin Grove can be reached at cgrove@alestlelive.com or
650-3530.
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