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SIUE ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 

Summer IS91

£ r i c S t u r I e y I n t e r v i e w M a y 21 , 1. 9 91 

Interviewed by Sta.n 1 ey B . K.imba11 

FIL E NAM E : S turIey. 5 21

Q: Professor Emeritus Eric Sturley of the Math Department thanks

for dropping by my office this Ma.y 1:he 21st, 19S1 to share some of 

your reflections and memories. Why did you come to SIU in the first 

pi ace ?

A: Wei1 I was quite happy in the job I had at a small liberal arts 

co 1 i ege i n Permsy 1 van ia , bu t I h.eard afoout thi s new un i v e rs i t y i n 

Solithwestern I H i n o  1 s . 11 seemed I ike an interest ing cha,.1. lenge and 

also the salary was higher than where I was be;fore. At that time the 

state of .Illinois was quite wealthy and salaries were very good at 

SIU and I felt it was a real challenge to start a new institution.

Q: You came here in?

A: In January of s58*

Q : And i came in August of !59, The salaries were good and this 

challenge. , «. How were you made aware of th is cha 11 enge?

A: Well the fact that I had visited the Shurtleff campus in Alton

t h a t s u in m e iv b e f o r e t h e U n i vers i t y s t a r t e d ? a. n d I s a w t h a. t t, each i n g

there wou 1 d be an interesting cha 1.1 enge , I knew t.he story of Haro 1 d



See * s survey of educational needs in the Metro East from the middle 

5 6 0s in which he estimated that we certainly needed a state college 

on this side of the river.

In fact we needed one in this whole St. Louis area because the

o n 1 y u n i v e r s i. t i e s a r o u n d w e r e p r i v a t e a n d m a n y o f t h e p e o p 1 e i n t h i s 

area felt they coulditt afford to go to them. Some went across the 

river to Washington University and payed high tuition or west away to 

C a. r b o n d a 1 e o r C h a m p a i g n . T h e y w a n t e d a p I a. c e t h e y c o u 1. d g o w h e r e 

they could have a job and still spend some of their time in classes 

and work towards a degree,

Q: In your opinion what happened? Harold See was soon no longer

around.

A: Well there were two very strong people running SIU at that time 

a,nd De 1 y te Mo r r i s had. had. been here f o r t en year s . He changed t he 

university at Carbondale from a small teachers college with a small 

agricultural school to a university and he wanted to be in charge of 

what was happening here and Harold See wa.nted to he in charge . And 

it was a conflict of two very strong personalities. Both wonderful 

peopIe I fe11 . Unfortunate1y one had to go, and See 1eft,

Q : Why have you stayed here so long or why did you stay so long?

A; Well I liked it. I always happened to have interesting jobs,

Dur ing the 60 s Pres ident De 1 yte Mor ri s had s ta.rted many oversee s 

P rogra.ms and I wa s i. nv o 1 ved i n two o f thern . 1 f the c a.mpus at any t :i me 

got boring you could always go to some interesting overseas program



and p e r h a p s  in s o m e  c a s e s  he b o r e d  o v e r s e a s ,  but 1 f o u n d  t h e m  ail 

r e a l l y  v e r y  e x c i t i n g  and we w e r e  a l w a y s  g r o w i n g ,  d o i n g  n e w  t h i n g s  * 

a n d v e r y o f 1: e n d i s a. p p o i n t e d b u t i t w a. s a p 1 a. c e w h e r e t h i n g s w e r e 

g o i n g  on,

Q : P 1 e ase 1 ist y o u r  v a r i o u s  job s  a n d p o s i t i o n s  you h a v e  h e r e ♦ I 

p r e s u m e y o u s t a. r t e d o u t, a s a n i n s t r u c t o r , a p r o f e s s o r o f m a t h .

A: Yes, I w a s  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  in m a t h e m a t i c s  a n d  t h e n  in a b o u t  

s i.x m o n t h s  o r so t h e y  s t a r t e d  h a v i n g D i v i s  ion H e a d s  , ac t i ng D iv i s i on 

H e a d s  b e c a u s e  P r e s i d e n t  M o r r i s  h a d  h a d  som e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  d e a n s  d o w n  

a.t C a r b o n d a  1 e . He d i d n  ? t w a n t  a n y d e a n s  at E d w a r d s v  1. .11 e or a 't A 1 1 on 

and E a s t  St. Louis, so I w a s  an a c t i n g  D i v i s i o n  H e a d  for s c i e n c e  for 

a. c o ii p 1 e o f y e a r s ,

My t e a c h i n g 1 o a d  wa,s red.uced f r o m  16 to 12 hrs . per q u a r t e r  ♦

S o m e  of the f a c u l t y  t a u g h t  20 or m o r e  a q u a r t e r  d u r i n g  the; first 

y e a r s .

T h e n  I b e c a m e  in c h a r g e  of A c a d e m i c  A d v i s e m e n t  w h i c h  was a l s o  

a n i n t e r e s t  1. n g j o b b e c a, u s e A c a d e  m i c A d v i s e m e n t h a d b e e n b a. d 1 y 

h a n d l e d  by the f a c u l t y  b efore. T h e r e  w a s  no o r g a n i z a t i o n  at ail. The 

s t..udents ca.rae i n to reg i s te r and the re w a.s a g r o u p  o f £acu 1 1 y m e m b e  r s 

at t a b l e s  and the s t u d e n t s  w e n t  to one of t h e m  a n d  a s k e d  w h a t  c o u r s e s  

t be y s h o u  1 d ta.ke a n d  i f t he f a cu 1 1 y m e m b e  r ha,ppened to be t eac h i n g 

ph y s i c a 1 e d u c a t i o n a,nd wa s ad v i s J.. n g a s c i e% n c e s t u d e nt , i t wa, s 

d i s a s t r o u s  as w a s  the s c i e n c e  t e a c h e r  a d v i s i n g  in p h y s i c a l  education..



And the first day of classes I always had to go over my class 

1istand check with everybody and make sure they actually belonged in 

that class and usually I had to kick about a third of them out and 

f ind ano t he r * mo re approp r i a t e c 1 as s f o r thehi . S o t he y wante d 

somebody in charge of Academic Advisement.

.1 think it was about 1960 that they put me in charge of Academic 

Advi sement and I got a group of seniors who had been through SI LA 

been through the ropes; knew all about the in’s and out1s of our 

va.i"io11s courses and they acted. as advisors ♦ We ha,d a t,able with a row 

of these senior advisors when students came in. to register and their 

advice was gneraliy more1 appropriate than that of randomly selected 

facu1ty,

As soon as a student showed an interest in a major field we sent 

we sent them to a major faculty member in that field. But as long 

as they were undecided and freshman we did the advisement of 

students. That was given up as soon as I quit that job in * 62 and 

b e c a m e t h e A s s i s t a. n t I) e a n o f t h e G rad u a t e S c h <3 o 1. 11 w a, s t o o 

d.i. f f ic11.11 to train a, new batch of students every year in the 

advi sement process and so they go 1; perma.nent a,dvi.sor s , essent i.a 11 y 

th e sy s t ein we have now . Then I went i n to the Gr adua.te 0 f f i ce on this 

campus, but the dean of the Graduate School was at Carbondale and we 

n w e r e . jus t a n a, d j u n c t o f C a r b o n d a 1 e .

Weil all through this early period we were an adjunct of SIU at 

Carbonda. 1 e . Af ter two yea.rs in the Gra.dua.te Of f ice in ? 64 they put me 

in charge of the Mali, Africa project. For the next three months I 

was involved in getting a group of people together to go to Mali. We 

worked in the school system there. They had a printing operation.

We produced the first book in Mali. It was a book of stories written



in E n g l i s h . The stories were collectd from Malian students by Wolf 

and Bird, our two English experts. The printing, collating, binding 

etc. was by Gerard Lucas, our editing expert, it was all primitive, 

but it worked.

We had a Iittle off set printing press. Don King, who 1ater on 

came here as cha,i rman o f the G u idance I)ep artment» made 'tests f o r t he 

scbools a.nd for job p 1 acement after schoo.1 ,

0 1? r 1 i b r a r i a n c a t a 1. o g u e d t h e m i n i s t e r y I i b r a r y .

Q i N o w t h e s e w e r e t h r e e y e a r s w h e n ?

A; From 1964 to '8 7 .

Q: You returned from Mali and then what?

A; Gerard Lucas became the project leader for Mail and I came back

to 81u, I came back to the campus to teach math, At that time the 

vice president in charge of our campus, MacVickar had an idea of an 

honors program , and since I had just come back f rom Ma 11 a.nd we had 

gotten good reports from the State Department on what we had done 

there he thought I would be a good one to work on the new h o n o r ’s 

p r o g r a m ,

.11 w a s a p r o g r a, m w here I w o u 1 d g e t o u t s t a n d i n g s t u d e n t s a n d f r e e 

thein f rom the usua 1 university req u i rements * Let them concentrate on 

a major fie1d or do whatever the fe11 they shou1d do wi th deans 

ad v i s ing t h e m . And so i t became known as the Dean 5 s € o 11e g e .

H. o w e v e r I. w a s a b 1 e t o g e t o n I y o n e d e a. n t o a c t a s a n a d v i s o r . T h e 

other Dea.n.5 s Co 1 lege advl sors were a 11 f acu 11y members.

o



Is it still that way today?

A: Yes, but I d o n 51 think we need deans.

Q ; I th 1 nk we st i 11 have a I)ear? s Co 11 ege .

A ; 0 }'i y e s 11 } s still going. It's c h a, n g e d a I o t t h. o u. g h . i h e r e a, r e 

a lot more restrictions on. it. There1 were absolutely no restrictions 

when I was in charge of it except they had to have five 

i* e c o mine n d at ions from fa c u .11 y members t o g e t i n , Some s t u d e n t s 

graduate d w it hout ma j o r s .

Q r A n d t h e n w h a t ?

Ai Well then in the spring of !?0 , I turned the Dean's College 

over to Howard Davis and. went to Nepal to head up the SIU program 

in Nepa 1 » We had a program s imi 1 ar to the one in M.a. 1 i go i ng on 

there. 1 w a s t h e r e f o r a, y e a r a n d a h a 1 f u. n t i. 1 t h e end o f t h a. t 

project in 1 9 7 1 .

Q: And then?

A : A n d. t h e n I c a m e b a c k a n d j u s t t a u g h. t m a. the m a. t i c s . A 11 o f t h e

time I. ha.d been teaching mathematics ; my other jobs , acting Division

head , Ad.visement , A s s i s t . Dean , Dean 5 s College coordinator , were part 

ti ro e j o b s e xc e pt t he oversees ones.



In 1980 Howard Davi s retired and I. took the I)ean '' s Co 11 ege ovei■ 

a g a i n f o r f o u r y e a r s b e f o r e r e t i r i n g i n 1 9 8 4 ,

0 ; Very f ew wouId have an ex.perience as var ied an experìence as

that. This gives us a great deal to talk about. Let me start with 

t h i s , t h e o v e r s e e s p r o g r a m . I. d o n 5t k n o w i n w h a. t w a. y i t w a. s 

connected with your work at all »

A: It wasndf. I M l  tell you how I got into it. The State 

D e p a r t m e n t. w a, n t e d. t o h a v e a u n i v ers i t y t e a m g o t o M a 11 « T h e i d e a 

f i. rst, came up I think in ear 1 y '’63 a.nd they i.nv ì ted the Uni versity of 

Pitts b urg h to se n d a, t e a, m » W e 11 t h e u nivers i t y o f P i 11 s b u rgh se n t 

two men over there and they spent six weeks, came back, reported that 

really they could do a lot of good there,

Pittsburgh didn’t want to get involved- They had too many 

foreign programs. Then they asked Indiana and Stanford and they 

turned it down. About tha,t time our man John Anderson, Associate 

dean of the Graduate School but he was interested in programs in 

Wash ing ton and so for th . A.nyway he was in Wash ington and he hear d 

abou t this and he sa, i d SIU w ill take it,

So then he cante back a.nd the requirement was these people a.11 

had to be able t o t e ac h i n Prenc h . Cu r io u sly e n o u g h t he r e we re not 

very many people on lidwestern campuses who could teach in French and 

who a 1 so want to go to a fa.ir 1 y primitive country a.nd whose spouse 

also wanted to go to a primit.ive country ♦ These were the basic three 

requirements *



And so he didn?t find anyone in Carbon.da.le so he came up to 

AIto n whe re we had a bout 100 f ac ui ty in A11o n and Ea s t S t « L o ui s 

combined , This i s in ear .1 y 5 64 , hut I was in <3harge of the Gradua t e 

School, and he came to me to see if there were anyone? on our campus 

w h o c o u I d h e a d u p t h i s p r o g r a, m .

We interviewed people duri ng that mo rn ing and didn 5 t f ind 

a,nybody , We f ound people who spoke excellent French but didn 5 t want 

to go and so forth. And I took him home for lunch and my wife sa.id, 

why d o n ’t we go, and so- we did, I had lived in France before the 

war, I was a liaison, officer with, the French underground during the 

war and so my French was fluent, but very bad, very incorrect.

Q: In 1962 there was an academic program started oversees. 1 for

example took a group of students from here to Vienna and it was SIU 

abroad or some such thing and we thought we were really going to take 

of f now and ge t oversees connect ions , but t,hat was the beg inning and 

the end of it. Carbondale subsequently developed and today has quite 

an extensive oversees program. We have virtually nothing» Why do 

you think that with. Mali and Nepal and then this little f 62 

experience in Austria, why have we not done anymore oversees';'

A : I think it has to do with Delyte Morris, He boasted that the 

sun never sets on SIU . He made a t rip around the wor 1.d 1.n 196 6, He 

stayed a week with u s , and wherever he went he stayed with an SIU 

p r o ,j e c t,,

P



He flew from New York to Mali. Then we had a small project in

Nigeria. Then he had a long hop frcm Nigeria to Afganistan and then,

to Nepal, then a project in Thailand and then we had two projects 

going in V ietna,m a.nd then he headed f or home and the sun never se t .

Q r S o t h i s was p r e 11: y m u c h a C a r h o n d a 1 e t h i n g a n d w e w e r e n ? t 

invited much,

A: Yes. Well it maybe because, while I was getting a team together 

in the fall of }64, they gave me an office down in Carbondale and I 

was down there for three months,

Q: Periodically SIUB has tried to go abroad. Nothing much came

of it, but it is recycling and something may happen now, I certainly 

hope so because a real university needs such oversees work,

¿\ > w e .1.1. w e n 3. v e G h i n a «

Q : That is winding down. I understand this is the last year of the 

Ch in a co nnecti o n .

A : 0 h , I s e e ,

Q : E r i c , w h a t. w o u 1 d y o u s a y were you r m o s t s i. g n i f i c a n t

contributions in each of your several areas of work?



A: Well I think just getting us started in the v e r y  beginning that 

first year. I was the senior member of the math department, I was 

the on 1 y one who had had previous co 1.1 ege 1 eveI. experience tea.ching 

mathematics and I was more or less in charge of the program and I 

f e 11 we got a. f air 1 y decent. progra.m started ♦

And the other thing I thought was an accomplishment that I 1m 

p r oad o f was ou r prog ram in Ma 1 i . Whe n I was ta1 k ing to peopIe f rom 

the State I)epartment be f ore going there most o f them sa.id you can * t 

possibly succeed. The French will want to- keep complete control of 

education in Mali and they 511 sabotage you with every chance you get* 

And so I was careful to be very pleasant and polite with the French 

and we got along beauti fully. And nobody could believe it in the 

S t a t e D e p a r tme n.t t h a t t h i. s p ro,j e c t h ad w o r k e d .

Q: Did any of our students participate9

A: No, unfortui'iaiely, We tried to get them to.

Q: It was just for students from Mali?

A : We11 we sent students from Ma 1 i to Carbonda.Xe to do various 

projects, but none of our graduate students either from this campus

o r f r o m C a r b o n d .a, 1 e c a in e o v e r « W e h a d pro je c t s f o r t h e m i f t h e y h a d 

come .

Q : w h a t y o u c o n s i d e r y o u r o t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t c o n. t r i b u t i o n s ?



A : Well I think the Dean *s College was. A t least I think it ii 11ed 

a. need a t t h e t i m e a ri d i t w a. s a w a 5" o f r e c o g n i z i n g t h o s e t o p n o t c h 

students . 11 gave those good students a ce.rt,ain am.ount of freedom to 

do things they wanted to do.

Q : Did it work well? Was it a viable program?

A; I felt it was. We made a lot of mistakes of course at the 

beginning. I remember one fellow we had in. the Dean’s College. He 

h a d. e x c e 11 e n t r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s f r o Hi t h e d e p a r t m e n t he was major in g i n , 

how ever h i s gra,des weren 51 adequat.e so he was not a,h 1 e to gra.duate 

w i t h h is c I ass , A n d n o w a d a ys t h e D e a, n 5 s C o 1.1 e g e is very stric t, a b o u t 

k e e p 1 n g y o u r g r a, d e p o i n t a. v e r a g e u p w h. i c h I d. i d n ! t w o r r y a b o u' t too 

much in the early days, I felt if the student was doing something 

interest ing that his or h.er f a..cu 11y adsvisor though.t was worthwhile 

he or she was getting a good education,

Q: Was the Nepal assignment very much like the Mali assignment?

A : I n s o me w a y s i t was- ? b u t m a n y w a y s i t w a, s n ’t, The p e r s o n n e 1 I 

h a, d i n M a I i h a d a, 1.1 h a d. I o t s o f o verseas ex p e r i e n. c e b e f o r e a n d t h e y 

knew how to get along in Africa. Of the people who were in the Nepal 

p r o j e c t ? I t h i n k o n 1 y o n e o f t h e m h a d h a d p r e v i o u s o v e r s e a s 

experience ,

There were ten of us and when I. say that I mea.n bes ides mysel f .

And we had a lot of problems with th.e A.meri.cans seeing wha.t needs to 

be done and as K ip 11 ng wro t e , push i ng t h.e Eas t or t ry i ng to hur ry 1.he 

East , there are ways you ha.ve to do thi.ngs d i f f eren11 y in som.e



c o i ì n t r les. T h e s e p e o p 1 e t e ri d e d t o b e t o o i mp a 1 1 e n t I t h i n k .

Ex c e 1 .1 e n t peo p 1 e and do i n§' a g r e a t job, bu t. no t b e i n g q u i t e a s 

a f f e c 1 1 ve as t hey cou 1 d ha. ve been whi c h I I ound f r u s t rat, I ng .

Q: How would you describe SIU's mission in Mail and Nepal?

A : I)o you want f rom SIU ’ s po int of v iew or f rom the Sta.te 

Department * s point of view, see these were State Department programs

Q : Well then were you pretty much on loan to the State Department?

A: No. Well it was very mixed. The State Department gave SIU the 

money for our project* My salary was paid from the state of 

111 ino i s . Bu t , o f course, when 1 was ove r t he re 1 h.a,d pe r i odic 

meetings with the people in the AID program and I cleared everything 

that we d id with them.

Q « ; \ I 0

A: The Agency for International Development. Oh it’s called USAID 

now .

Q : So in e f f ect thi. s was a contract wi11")

go over there a.nd further educ.ation in those

A : T h a. t.'s r i g h t , y e s ,

Q : So it was not exactly an SIU project, but an SIU contract with 

them to do it.

the State Department to 

countries.



A : That”s r ight. Yes, When I went to MaIi there was onIy one 

other person from SIU, the librarian came from Carbondale, The other 

Peop1e e ame from un xversit ie s a11 ove r the pIace,

Q : A re 1 ated quest ion » but one that some 1:imes el 1 c i. t s dx f f erent

answers. We discussed some of your greatest contributions, what have 

been your great,est satisfactions around here these many years?

A : T h o s e a r■ e t h e s a m e a, s m y c o n t r i b u t i o n s .

Q : he 1: ? s d i scuss some of your grea.test f rust rat ions .

A ; Wei 1 I think my f rastrations were in lany ca.ses just pett,y 

things that are hardly worth talking about. So this is just off the 

top of my head» I 5 m trying to think of a, good one. Weil, of course, 

you always have frustrations with students, You have a bright 

student who can do good work, youJre sure they can do good work and 

they fool around and I think that is for any teacher the biggest 

f rus 1 r• a1 1 on they have . They just can f t get to a, part i.cu 1.ar student 

to get anything out of them.

Q i We11. I gather f rom a var 1 ety o f th 1 ngs that have been said that

you ’ ve en joyed it here; that you've been happy and successfu1,

A: Yes. Well moderately successful. but very happy. Yes.

Y o u r be s t m emories a r o u n d h ere, so c i a 1 ? a. c a d e m i c , a n y t h i n g



A : W e 1 1 o n e o f m y b & s t I t h i n k w a s i n A .1t o n „ a b o u t t h e s e c o n d 

year, David Blackwell came in as a visiting lecturer. He was a t 

man who grew up in Centralia, went to the University of Illinois, 

his doctorate there in mathematics and was chairman of the 

mathematical statistical faculty at Berkeley at the University c 

California, the biggest statistics department in the country,

I t o o k h i m d o w n t o B a s t St,, L o u i s a n d h a. d s o m e p e o p 1 e c o m e 

who had been in his fraternity which of course was an ail black 

fraternity at the University of Illinois, It was a great 

satisfaction to introduce a person like that, a black person who 

s u c <:; e e d e d a s t h. e t o p o f t he field in a c a d e m i c affairs. He h a d 

written some very, very good books in statistics, in probability 

theory,

Several years later I was chairman of the committee that 

recommended honorary degres candidates to the Board of Trustees, 

recommended him for an honorary degree and he was our commencemer 

speaker.

1 felt bringing someone like that at the top of his professi 

had a good. ef f ect on our stud.net,s , both h 1.ack a.nd whi te ,

Q: What do you think the impact, the difference that Blackwel

made first in his 1ecture in East S t . Lou is and subsequen11y 

rece i v ing an hono rary degree ? D icl you f ee 1 that b 1 ack s t udent s 

reson.a,ted to this, were inspired?
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A: I couldn't tell. Certainly I know the people he knew from his 

University of Illinois undergraduate days were proud of him» He was 

a v e ry i mpr e s s :L ve pe r son , H e g a ve an exce 11 e nt t a.1 k .

Q : How ahout some inore best meraories ,

A: Well there were a lot related to the Mali project. We had a lot 

of wonderful things happening there. One day we were1 having 

cocktails with the Israeli ambassador to Mali. He said he wanted his 

son to go to an Ame r i ca.n u.n ive r s i ty and. the onI y two he knew were 

Harvard and SIU and so he wanted to know a bit about them, I told 

him that President Morris was coming over in a couple of weeks to 

v i s i t u s a n d h e- c o u 1 d t a .1 k t o h i m ,

I t w a, s i rite re sting , there were two u n i v ersities t h a, t p e o p I e h a d 

heard of. He wasn’t the only one who told me that5 Harvard and SIU. 

SIU made a big impression in Mali» That is you can be a little frog 

in a big pond, but we were big frogs in. a, rather little pond. And 

his son did come to SIU. He went to Carbondale and got his degree. 

He went four years there and had a wonderful, time and I saw quite a, 

b it h im f rom t i me to t ime *

I n c i d e n t a 1.1 y h e a v o i d. e d t h e d r a f t 1 n I s r a e 1 h y c o m i n g t o SIU. I 

think they caught him wh.en he went, ba,ck .

Q: You've had so much experience in the Deanss College, previously 

the Honors Program. Did that bring much satisfaction to you?



A: Well, it did because I had students who,,* I remember one 

student who was majoring in art who was a truck driver. He was about

4 5 years old and he drove one of these big trailer trucks on the 

highway and he said, there must be more to life than just driving a 

t rai I e r truck . He 11 ked to pai n t so he came i. nto the art departmen t .

I saw n.o reason for requiri.ng h 1 m to take courses 11 ke freshman 

English or American history if he didn’t want to. He did take some 

of those courses but because he wanted to not because they were 

requ i red.. And he took lots of art: courses an<1 I th 1 nk he was very 

happy.

Q: Do you have any idea what happened?

A : N o , I don5 t , I d i d n f t f o 1.1 o w him.

G: Have you seen many of the students you have worked with over

the years or particularly since you!ve retired? Do you run into many 

of them?

A; Occasionally but I haven ’ t made a big effort to do it. I 'mean I 

haven 5 t kept in as good touch as I shou1d have pevhaps.

Q How about some huraorous th i ngs over the yea. r s t hat y<:>u

recal1?

A : We 11 o n e o f our o u t, s t a. n d i n g faculty me m b e r s i n t h e v ery e a. r 1 y

days was an education professor named Leonard Wheat. Leonard was 

something of an absent minded professor, He knew all that there was



to know about school, systeins and t.he 1 aws o f schoo 1. s a.ncl so o11, He 

was rea,I 1 y a,n encyclopedI.a. on thi s , but he wasr\ s t very good at 

8 i iff.p.1.e , every day t h m g s  .

One day he o f f ered me a r i de home. 1 1 ivcd ver y near th.e A .11:on 

campus fortunately * It wasn? t a very long ride and when he tried to 

stop in front of my house nothing happened, We just kept going on. 

Finally we were able to stop down the street, He said that5s funny,

I just put a. qua,rt of brake f 1 uid in yesterday , It must be a. 11 gone .

Q : A quart of brake f 1uid :

A : Yes, He went on down to East St, Loui. s dr ivi.ng t ha.t o 1 d 

Cadi lac without any brake fluid apparently, All the faculty avoided 

r iding w 11h Leonard*

Q: In all of your half a. dozen or more types of work around here, 

did you have much to do with the East St, Louis campus?

A : We .1.1 I ta,ught a coupi e of courses down there and off ic i a 1I y when 

I was acting Division Head I was in charge of the science teachers 

down there, but practically it was too difficult. The director of 

the center was handling their affairs pretty well, so I found that I 

r e a. 11 y did n ? t n e e d. t, o get i. n volved . Per hap s i s  h o u I d h a. v e bee n „ I 

don 5 t know . So I have from t i.me to time taught, classes there .

Q : we r e y o u eve r f o r m a. 11 y i n volved i n r e I a t i n g t h e U n i v e r s i t y a. n d

i. t. s ¿xct i v i t ies to the commun i ty ?



A: Yes. I think it was in 19 60. You probably remember this too. 

The bond issue was going to come before the people for a vote»

Q: O h » yes,

A : . . . and we were a 11 i.n vited to go to communi. ty groups , schoo 1 & , 

anybody who wou 1 d 1 isten to us and give a. pi 1:ch in favor' of the bond 

i s sue . You remember Mayor Da1ey in Chicago guaranteed us two m 11 I ion 

vo 1 e s f rom Cook coiinty a.n.d we needed two and. a ha. 1 f mi 11 i on vo te s to 

pass, The other half million had to come from the rest of the state 

so if was up to us to see that we got the other half which we did.

And I found that very pleasant and in. many cases very enjoyable, 

we had a standard spiel we were told to give. You probably remember 

this dorO t you?

Q i *y e s «

A : N ear 1 y everywhere 1 went people were enthnsia.stic a.bout

g e 11 i n g a n e w c a m p u s and. gett 1 n g a. re a. 1 u n i versify b u i .1t »

Q: Bruce Brubaker was in charge of that,

A: Yes, I had nearly forgotten that,

Q: And the very first non-teaching assignment 1 had was I found 

m y s e I. f o r» e o f these v o 1 u ri teers a n d it see m s a s t h o u g h I v o 1 u n t e e r e d. 

t-o take Greene county. Well I went up to Green county and 1 did my 

thing. I am happy to say that the bond issue passed but Green county



turned it down. Statewide it went and I was just a little 

embarrassed that the county I was in charge of, well I did not win 

them over.

A : I gave a ta. 1 k i n Jersey county and 1 had the same exper 1.ence you 

d id, I im no t sure, I d o n 5 t know whether Jersey count y voted for it 

or not but I suspect they didn’t» But other places that I went they 

were very, very receptive.

Q; Any other special or unusual relations with the university or

re 1 a.ting the 13n iversity to the area a.t 1 arge?

A : A r e a a t I a. rge , I t h i. n k m o r e o f c e r t airs g r o u p s .

Q: All right.

A; We have, in the Math Department we've had summer programs 

especially for high school teachers or some specially for elementary 

schoo 1 tea,chers . When the new math became a big thing about twenty 

years ago, the elementary teachers, many of them, were terrified of 

i t: *

I ga,ve a, course to e 1 ement.ary teachers t this was the 1 a.s t year 

we were in Alton, And tried to tell them something about it and allay 

t h e 1 r fears a 1 i t11 e bit, but I f m n o t sure I was success f u 1. I f e .1. t 

it was something we were doing specially for the community that was, 

m a y h a. v e h e 1. p e d ♦



Q: Were you ever involved in any particular programs for the

edii ca.t :L ona.1 1 y depr ived?

A : 0 h j u s t a few years ago I went to a. semina r at E a. s t S t , L o u i s .

It was for math teacher's who were going to teach Upward Bound 

students and that didn ’ t work too we.11 , We ha.d a week an.d we we re 

supposed to spend ail. day for five days at it and these people were a 

little bit unhappy. It was vacation time for them, being asked to 

come to a seminar during their vacation tine and IAb afraid that I 

was pr e 11,y much a. f a.i i ure as f ar a.s tha.t was conce rned , May be we d i d 

some good, I don!t know.

Q : Since yon came here in those very, very beginning’ days how

would you assess the impact on, the contributions to, the community, 

our area that our campus has made* the Alton, the East St» Louis » and 

now the Edwardsv i ].. 1 e ?

A: Well. I think itrs made a tremendous impact. The fact that 

almost everybody wanted us here when we were looking for a campus. 

That is we were established a thte old Shurlleff campus in Alton 

which was much too small for us and in the old high school In East 

St , Loui,s . The Peop 1 e of A. 11,on of fered us a 50 acre pa,rk ri.ght in 

the m i ddle o f A. 1.1 o n for o u r n e w c a m p u s . I n. East. St:« L o u i s t h e y 

offered us a similar area, a park to set up a new campus to build on.



PeopI e wantecl us liere „ Some farmers who ha.d to g i ve up the i t■

] an d. w e r e u n h a. p p y I n rn e e t i n g w i t h o u r a i. u m n I I go t a fee .1 I n g of 

g reat sa.t isf act i on f rorn many of them ♦ They are very p 1 eased w i t i\ 

wha t t hey got f rom SIUE , Many o f t hem have to 1 d ine i f we hadn * t been 

here th.ey; d st i I 1 be worki ng in some un i 111eres t ing job,

Hav i ng a. coI lege; degree and wha.t, they I ea.rned at. SXU has made i t 

poss i b 1 e f or 1:hem to f ind , do the sort o f th.1 ng they want to do .

Qi Do you have any reason to believe that when the math department

students, graduates got out in the area as teachers, did we end up 

w i t h 1) e i: 1:. e i' s t u d e n t s e v e n t u a J.. I y ?

A: I think we did. Yes „ I think that we have made a. difference in. 

that respect, In the 70s I think our students were better prepared 

than in the 60s*

I don't have any measurement, of this, but this is just a 

personal opinion, from visiting, going out with student, teachers, and 

v i. s i t i rig va.r i ous sch.oo .1 s and t a 1 k I ng to teachers and so f o r t h ,

Q: You said everybody wanted us, Alton offered us 50 acres and

E a. s 1 S1:, L o u is offered us a. s i. m i 1 a. r campus ♦ W o u 1 cl y o u s a, y t h e s a. m e 

t h i n g a bo u t Edw a. rdsv i .1.1 e ?

A: Well I think on. the whole probably so. We heard more from the 

peop 1 e wh.o were worried about what a bunch of rowdy stud.ents won 1 d do

i n d ow n t o w n Edwa rds v i1le. I've hea rd t his f ro m pe o p1e in 

Edw a rd s v i11e in the early days and of course most of our students 

except the ones that i i.e there n v e r  go to Edwa.rdsv i11 e ,



Q : I t,h ink t he good merchants o f Edwards v 1 1.1 e sou 1 d pra.y tha.t we

would go down there,

A : 0 f c o ii r s e; t h ey s h o u 1 d .

Q : Beca.use downtown Edwardsvi 11 e I s dyi ng .

A: We came in to Edwardsvi 1 le at a time when we gave a tremendous

boo s t to the re a. 1 e state bus iness . Rough 1 y ha 1 f our f acu i ty i ive i. n 

Edwa.i1ds v i 1 I e a,nd we ' ve give?n a b i. g boo s t economi. caI I y t o 

Ed.vmrd.sv' i.1 e *

; But some people, some of the old timers were unhappy.

T h i s w a s g o i n g t o c h a n g e the w a. y t h e t o w n b. a d b een, 11 w a 8 a 

pleasant little town and county seat and so on but,.«

Q: I si.ai'ted to say one of 01 y friends in eco.noml.cs , Don Elliot, was 

a sked to do a s t u d y o f t he e c o n o m i c 1 m p a c t o f t h. e c a m p u s o n t h e are a ,

A.: Y ii s I r e m e m b e r t h ii t. s t u d y .

Q : And i t was except iona. 11 y f a,vorah 1 e on pa.per that i s the 

p r o p o r f i. o n o f o a r 1 n c o le we s p e n t i 11 Edwa r dsvi 11 e o r Mad iso n C o u n 1: y

or the state of 111 inoxs and whe ther we own property and al l. of that.

I r e m e in b e r r e a d i r 1 g t h e r e s u 1 ts . It was I n d i s p u t able ec o r 1 o m i cal 1 y a

good thi ng . How some peop 1 e fee 1 about i t soci. a 11 y and po 1 i t ica. 1 I y 

is o f c o u r s e s o m e t h :i n g e I s e .



A ; Oh I had one ot,her fa 1 r I y humorous th ing , Wheu we started out. a t, 

Ea.s t S t . Lou i s , tha.t first yea.r we were i:n a rented store. we just, 

rented a. s1ore , I don ? t know what i t had been , what sort of store t 

had been ► We had .1 ust tw o or th:ree peopie teaching there . There 

we r e some r ooms i d. the bac k o i the s t o re whe r e they had c 1 asses*

Q : This was before the oId Rock: High?

A: Yes. And then the next year, this was in summer of !58, Deiyte 

Morris worked out a deal for leasing the old Rock High School.

Q : Tbey wan ted to bu iId a r\ew high schooI.

A: Yes. And so they declared this old building unsafe so Morris 

was able to rent it for $1.00 a year. Now if .needed a. lot of repairs 

and SIU fixed it up, put in air conditioning in some rooms and fixed 

the pi. uniting and so forth* So the next year the people in East St, 

Louis saw this and they said well that's a much more valuable 

building and these people have lived there for a year and. we think we 

ought to raise the rent . Ores. M.orris said f i.n.i:1 » 1.et s s doub.1 e i t,, So 

SIU iiad to pay two do11ars for a year J s rent.

Q : Foi" two do I lars a yea.r

Yes for that next year

Q; Would you care to address anything of your own question':

Any comments i n genera. 1 you 5 d care to go on record wi th , Eric?



A : One of iny disaPpo intments , back in the ear 1 y 7 0 ; s we worked ou t 

a dea. 1 w i th wash ing ton Un 1 vers i 1:y , I th i n k i t was w i 1h the i r A pp J. i. ed 

S c i e a c €:• D epa r t m e n 'b t o give a. . i o 1 n t d. o c t o r it i d e g r e e 1 n C o m p u t e; r 

8cieace, Our stadents wouId go to washington U . for some classes, 

the i r s tudents wou J. d come here ,

A t tha, t t ime we had a b i g , new compute r wh i ch was be 11e r t h.a.n 

any th i n g fchey had at Wash i ng ton Un i v ers i. t y and all s tudent s woy 1 d use

o u r c o m p u t e r , S1U s t n d e n t s would pay SIU t u i 1::. i o n > Was h I n g t o n 

Uni versity students of course would pay Washington University 

t n :i. t i on . Th i s seemed Like a good dea 1 f o r bo t h o f u s and i 1, was 

approved by the SIU board and Wash, tb then the Higher Board turned 

it down, It was a great disappointment to us, we already had about 

th r e e o r i o u r s t u d.ent s i. n. t h.e program who we r e read y to s t ar t t he 

'¡p r o g r «a m t h e n e x t y e a, .r «

I t, w a s t h e h i g It e r b o a. r d i n. S p r .1 n g f i e 1 d w h o k i 11 e d t h i s . W s l'i i. n g t o n 

Un i vers i ty ha.d agreed to i. t ♦ They were a. 1 J.. set,

Q: What else do you have in your notes there, Eric, that you’d

care to a,ddress .

A : Well some of the r u s h i n p a. r t o f t ha t f i. r s t y ear. I n t h e j" a 11

o f 5 5 7 we had 2 5 f acu 11y a.t A11on, about. two o r three at East S t . 

Louis and we expected 6 0 0 students and 12 00 registered. We needeed 

more teachers, any high school teacher who could teach anything at a 

c o J 1 e g e 1 evei. , We h ad t e a. c h e r s from h i. g h sc ho o 1 , f r o m j. n d u s t r y , f r o m 

M o n t; i c e 11 o C o liege, from , P r i ncipia, uur advanced c a 1 c u 1 us course: was 

taught by a. phys 1 cs professor f rom Pr i nc 1 pi.a. Co11 ege ,



Q : N o w t hese 2 5 f a,c u I 'b y a. t A 11 o n , s o me of thus«? we r e S b u r 1.1 e f f 

ca t ry o ve rs we re n ' t they

A : A few of them were » Yes. There were three or four of them*

Q : Ed warren «

A.: t ] d War1 r e n i. n m.u s i c s , Ha r o Id Broadbo o k s i. n B i o 1 o g y ,

Q ■ C’ I -a i re Gi.rard In H 1.stcry *

A: Norm Showers in Physical Education,

Q ; i..)h.»

A : And there was a,nother woman whose na.me I ' ve f orgo i:i;;,en I n Ptiy s .

Ed .

Q: Eabette Marx ?

A: Marx * yes, Babetie Marx,

Q : We have me nt i. oned S hii r11 e f f Er i c . A 1 o t o f pe o ple wou 1 d 1 i ke t,o 

know more about that. Can you tell us more about the end of 

Sher11 .1 ff a.rid the rise of SIUE?



A : No t t o o mu c h , Shu r 1I e f f was i n terrib I e s h ape, F i n a n c i a 1 I y 1 n 

real1y had shape and a year or so before SIU moved in a group of 

Alton businessmen got together and offered them about a mil lion 

dollars to put them back in shape, but the Alton businessmen wanted 

t o h a. ve a c o up 1 e o i t he i r p e o p 1 e i n c o n t r o I o f f i n a n c e s .

Remember this is a Bapt is t col 1 ege and the Shur11 ef f peopI e sa. i d

no «

SIU rented the campus frohi the Shur11 eff Board in the summer of 

1959. I think af ter ten yea,rs pa.y 1 ng rent S1U wou 1 d own the campus * 

During the first year students who had started at Shurtieff could 

grauda i:,e w i th degrees f rom SIIJ or Shur11ef f , wh i. chever they 1 i. k:ed ,

Now wben we moved 1. n t o the Shur 11 e f f hu i 1 d i n.g s they we re a 

mess. No re?pairs had been done for I don't know how many years, The

i i b r a. r y w a. s g e t-1 i n g one j o u r n a I < t h. e Be a d e r ? s D i ge s t,

T1): a. t 1 i r s t y e ar I assig n e d o n. e o f m y s t u d ents t o wr i t a > i e s s a. y 

on some topic, I dorht remember what it was , I went over to the 

1ibrary. hooked at the catalog and there were six books listed that

I thought should be good for her to read on this thing that she could 

u se f o r re f e- ren.ce s and s i x o f t hem were. i.n. the Shui:81.1 e f f ca t ai. og so I 

told her this, I said there are these six books in there why doner, 

you go and 1 ook a.t them , She went. over there and she <3ame back and 

said she couldrf t find any of them, So I went over with her and 

checked . 'Fhey ha,d a 11 disappeared . The cata..1 og had no thing to d.o 

w .11h the books that we re there . We f ound lots <3 f boo ks in t he 

shelves but not in the catalog and this is what SIU moved into,

Q : That *s what we inherited.



A. ; Yes, We had hiaekboards » 11. was very d i f f i cu 1t to wr i be

be c au s e t h e y had so ma.ny i nde n t a. t i o n s o n t hem a.n.d t hen y o u co u 1 dn ’ f, 

e r a s e i t . T h e î i rst yea r o r s o o f t e a c h i n g t h ere was r e a 1.1 y 

f r u s t- r si t i n g a t t i mes a n d a 1 o t o f f u n »

Q : We 1.1 I c am e i n A u g u. s t of ! 59 and I ’ m beg i n n i n g t o t h i n k t h a t 

those.,t

A: We had gotten those new blackboards by then.

Q ; Yes, those of u s that came in f59 owe a great debt of gratitude 

to you 557 and '5Sers because it was considerable more civilized by 

A u g u. s t o f ? 5 9 ,

A: Yes*

Q: I was on campus and I ’m almost positive Ralph Bunch graduated,

f r o m S h u r 1 1 e f f a n d. c a m e t o o u r c a m p u s a. n d s p o k: e once.

A: I donet remember that» I shared offices with Larry McAneny who 

was the Physics Department the first year. There was not hardly any 

laboratory equipment and he went to the ten cent store and hunght 

w i r e s a. n d o t her gadgets t o s h o w t h e s t u d e n t s s o m e t h i n g a b o u t 

e I ectrici t y . T h e y were i. n a 1 m o s t t he same sha p e 1 n b i o 1 o g y a n d in 

chemistry as far as equipment was concerned.



Q : I w a s i n on e o f t he bu i I d I rigs on Le ve r e t S t r e e t f o r Soc i a 1

Sc i en11. sts and three of us shared a typewri ter , We 1 e f t 11 out i. n 

the ha.1 I and when we want,ed to type we'd go bri ng i t i n , 11 seems 

incredibIe now-a-days,

A: Yes.

Q : But those were what we cai 1 the good o 1 ' da,ys. I remember the 

f i rst and on 1 y xerox. mach ine on campus , the f irst and on 1 y 

mi meograph,

Well have we met, did us old pioneers meet the challenge? Did 

we f u I f I 1 1 the dream ,

A: well. I'd like to think we did* I don't know. One thing that wa 

helpful to us when we started, out, we had the same courses they had 

at Carbondale, the same textbooks* It would have been real chaos if 

at the beginning we had come in a few weeks before school began and 

had to set up a program of courses, develop a curriculum and then, 

find textbooks for it, So t h o s e  first few years we used books.

The textbooks that were used were the same books that were used 

at 0arbonda.1. e and ou.r courses were essent i a 11 y interch.angeab Ie , 

Gradually as the years went by we developed our own courses arid our

o w n c u .r r i c u 1 u m * I t  h i n k now i n m athema t ics our c o u r s e s. a. r e 

cornp 1 ete 1 y d i f f e rent tha.n th e one s t hey have at Ca. r bo nda 1 e „ And a. t 

the f irst few years our st-udents got the 1 r degrees at Carbonda, 1 e .

And we had quite a few, I had quite a few Shurtleff students in my 

c 1 .asses the first 1:wo or three yerars.



A ; I)i d I ment ion this ? When Haro Id See did his orig ina. 1 survey

b a, c k i n a r ounci } 55 f h. e e s t i hi a. t e d t h a t by the m i d d 1 e ’ 7 0 ’ s T if w e 

started a university, by the middle ’70’s w e *d have 35 ,000 students. 

He wa.s talking about, the whole metro area of St, Louis because there 

was th 1 s demand for a .1 ow co s 1 sta te run schoo 1 . The re was none 1 a 

t he are a,.

Th e o t ft. e r t w o x. i n i v e r s i. 1 1 e s ove r 1 n. S t . L o u is we r e p r i v s. t e a n d 

f a i r J..y ex pensi.v e , t,oo expens i. ve f o r the sort o f s t udent we we re go i ng 

to get, And only junior rot lege around, was Belleville Area Junior

College and that was quite small at that time.

I n b e t w e e n 1. 9 5 5 a. n d 19 7 5 t h. e u n i vers 11 y o f H i s s o u r i a t S t , i j o u i s 

opened and by 1 97 5 they had about 10,000 students, Three .junior 

colleges on the other side of the river, two others opened on this 

s i d e o f t h e r i v e r « W h. e n y o u a d d. u. p a .1.1. t h e stu.de n t s t ri e y li a d 

somewhere between 50 and 60 thousand students. Now if we had been 

the only state institution, we might have had all 50 or 60 thousand 

of tft.em , Tha. 1: is if we couJ...d h.ave possi b 1 y hand 1 ed. th.efn , So Ha:r."-o 1 d 

S e e ' s p i:> e d i. c t i o n w a. s i n a n y sens e t o o s m a 11 n o t t o o b i g as ot a n y 

people thought.

Q : Do you reieibe r soniewhere a.round 1 9 5 8 - f 5 9 we impo r ted a New Y o rk 

e d u c; a t o r ti a m ed A 1 on so Myers?

A : 11 was be f ore tha.t. Ha ro 1 d See was work ing f o r A 1 onzo Mye r s 

you see,



i'j: we have been hoveri ng between 10 and 11 <000 .

Q : I thiiik we got to 13,7 at one t ime a.nd tha.t * s abou t tops .

A : So h i s pi’edi ct ion has pretty we 1 i he 1. d up ,

Q: Yes, I wish it had happened.

A : We 1 1 1 don ! t know wh.at we f d do w i th 60,000 student s ,

Q: Well that 5s why we have 2700 acres, for those 35,000 students 

t h a 1: w e ' r e g o i n g t o g e t s o m e d a, y maybe, E r i c .

A : Yes,

Q : Any last words of wisdom for us»

A.: 1 t h x n k y o u m a y b e w r o n g a b o u t t h e a c r e s . 0 rs e o f t h e r e a s o n s

we have this large acreage is that at the time that we were 

nego t i at ing f o r th. i s p 1 a-ce , a.t Car hondal e they were ex:pand I. ng ve r y 

tast and they were hav 1 ng to buy up I.a.nd tha,t dnr 1 ng the depress :i on 

the co11ege had so1d because they were short of money, They were 

ha.ving to buy up 1.and at exhorb 11ant pr 1 ces in order to ex.pa.nd and 

D e I y t e M o r r i s d i d n o t wa n t I h i s c a«i p us to h ave t h e s a me p r o b 1 e m .



Q ; An d he was r i g h t , We w i 1 1 neve r have t h a t p r o b 1 e in « O f a I i t i j e 

p i"o bI ems we've go t, t hat i s no t, one .

Q : We 11 t hank s ♦ Eric.

And yo\.is re rea11 y good at t.his. SheuId i st.op now V

Q: Well, not if you’re going to pay me a compliment.

A : I ' m s a. j i n g y o u 5 r e a. n e x c e 11 e n t 1 n t e r v i e w e r .

Q: Thank you., I want that on the tape, Eric, and on that happy 

no te bef o re you change your m i.nd. we wi. 11 end .



STURLEY Index STURLEY

A
Academic Advisement, 3, 6 
AID, 12
Alton, II, 8, passim 

Anderson, John, 7

B
Belleville JC, 29 

Blackwell, Prof., 14 
Bond Issue, 18 
Broadbooks, Harold, 25 
Brubaker, Bruce, 18 

Bunch, Ralph, 2 7

C
Carbondale, II, 2, 8, passim 
China, 9
Computer Science, 24 

D

Daley, Mayor, 18 
Davis, Howard, 6 , 7  

Dean’s College, 5, 11, 15 

Divisions, 3

E
East St. Louis, passim 
Elliot, Don, 22

G

Graduate School, 4 , 8  

H

Honor’s Program, 5

I

Israeli ambassador, 15

JJarard, Clare, 25 
JCs, 29

K

King, Don, 5

L

Lucas, Gerard, 5



Macvicar, Robert, 5 

Mali, Africa, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9 

10 , 11 , 12, 13. 15 

M a r x , B a b e 11 e , 2 5 

Math dept., 3, 6, 10, 19 

M c A ne n y , L arry, 2 7 

IMorr1s , De1yte, 2, 3, 8 , 1 5

2 3 . 3 0

M.yers , A1 on.zo, 2 9

N

St. Loui s , Mo, 2 9 

State Dept., 5, 7,

U p w a. r d B o u n d » 2 0

V

Vienna, 8 

W

warren, E d , 25 

Washington ü , , 2,

W h e a t , L e o n a r d « 1 6

P

Physics, 2 7

S

Sci. enee, 3 t 17 

See, Harold, 1 ? 2 9 

S h o w e r s , N o r m , 2 5 

Shurtleff College, 1, 20 

26 , 28

S o c i a 1 S c i. e n c e s , 2 8


	Sturley, Eric - Oral History Interview
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1408383185.pdf.pneZs

