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SIUE ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

Summer 1991

Eric Sturlev Interview Mayv 21, 1891
Interviewed by Stanlevy B. Kimball

FILENAME: Sturlev. o521

AR Professor Emeritus Eric Sturlev of the Math Department thanks
for dropping by my office this Mav the 2lst, 18981 to share zome of
vour reflections and memories. Whv did vou come to SIU in the first
place?

A well I was guite happy in the job I had at a small liberal arts
college in Pennsvlivania, but I heard about this new universityv in
Southwestern Illinocis. It seemed like an interesting challenge and
aleo the salaryv was higher than where § was before. At that time the
state of Illinols was gquite wealthy and salaries weve veryv good at

S1U and 1 felt it was a real challenge to start & new institution.

(S You came here in?

bty

-
ot
[ted
N

A In January of

W And I came in August of 59, The salaries were good and this

challenge... How were vou made aware of this challenge?

A Well the fact that [ had visited the Shurtleff campus in Alton
that summer before the University started, and I saw that teaching

there would be an interesting challenge. I knew the story of Harold



See’s survev of educational needs in the Metro Fast {rom the middle

"50s5 in which he estimated that we certainly needed 2 state college

on this side of the river.
In fact we needed one in this whole 5t. Louis area because the
only universitlies arcound were private and manyv of the people in this

5.

area felt thev couldn t afford to €0 to them. Home went across bLhe
rivey to Washington Universgity and paved high tuition or west away to
Carbondale or Champaign. Thev wanted a place they could go  where

thev could have a Jjob and still spend some of thelr time in classes

and work towards a degree.

N In vour opinion what happened? Harold See was soon no longer

around.

A Well there were two very strong people running SLU at that time
and Delvite Morris had had been here for ten vears. He changed the

university at Carbondale from a small teachers college with a small

agricultural school fo a university and he wanted to be in charge of
what wag happening here and Harold See wanted to be in charge. Anidd

it was a conflict of two veryv strong personalities. Both wonderful

people [ felt. Unfortunately one had to go, and See left,

Gie Whv have vou staved here so long or why did vou stay so long?

A Well I liked it. I alwavs happened to have interesting Jjobs.
During the Hils President Delvte Morris had started manv oversees

programs and | was involved in twe of them. If the campus at anv time

got boring vou could alwavs go to some interesting @as pProgram



and perhaps in some cases be bored overseas, but I found them all
reallv veryv exclting and we were alwavs growing, doing new things,
and very often disappointed but it was a place where things were
going on.

G Please list vour various .jobs and positions vou have here, I

presume vou started out as an instructor, a professor of math.

A Ves, I was Agssocliate Professor i1n mathematics and then in about
six months or so they started having Division Heads, acting Division
Heads because President Morris had had some problems with deans down

le or at Alton

at Carbondale., He didn’t want anv deans at Edwardsvi
and East St. Louis, s8¢ [ was an acting Divigicon Head for science for
a couple of vears.

My teaching load was reduced from 16 to 12 hrs. per gquarter.

Some of the faculty taught 20 or more a quarter during the first

Then § bhecame in charge of aAcademic Advisement which was alszo
an interesting Jjob hecause Academic Advisement had been badly
handled by the facultyv beforve. There was no organization at all. The
students came in to register and there was a group of faculty members

at tables and the students wenbt Lo one of them and asked what courses

b

they should take and if the faculty member happened to be fteaching

physical education and was advising a science studenit, it was

dimastrous as was the science teacher advising in phyvsical education.



And the first dav of classes | alwavse had to g0 over mv class

listand check with evervhody and make sure thev actually belonged 1n

gt

that class and usually [ had to kick about a third of them out and

tind another. more appropriate class Tor them. S50 they wanted

body in charge of Academic Advigement.
I think it was about 1960 that thev put me in charge of Academic
¥

Advigement and 1 got a group of seniors who had heen through

been through the ropes: knew all about the in’s and out’s of our
various courses and thev acted as advisors. We had a table with a row

of these senior adviscors when students came in to register and their

advice was gnerally more apprapriate than that of randomly selected
faculty,

As soon as a student showed an interest in a major field we sent
we gent them to a major faculty member in that filelid. But as Long
as theyv were undecided and freshman we did the advisement of
students. That was given up as socon as [ guilt that job in 62 and
hecame the Aseistant Dean of the Graduate School. It was too
difficult to train a new batch of students every vear in the
advisement process and so thev got permanent advisors, esgsentially
the gsvstem we have now. Then I went iInte the Graduate Office on this
campus, but the dean of the Graduate School was at Carbondale and we

£

f Carbondale.

-

nwere just an adiunct ¢

{

Well all through thig early peried we were an adjunct of SIU at
Carbondale. After two vears in the Graduate Office in "84 theyv put ne
in charge of the Mali, Africa project. For the next three months I
was involved in getting a group of people together to go bo Mali. We

worked in the scheool svstem there. Thev had a printing operation.

We produced the first book in Mali. 1t was a book of stories written



in English. The stories were collectd from Malian students by wWolf
and Hird, our twoe English experts. The printing, collating, binding

eto, was by Gevard Lucas, our editing expert. It was all primitive,

but 1t werked.

(93!

e
g
[l
T
s
[

We had a little off set printing presgs. Uon King, who 1z

)

came here as chairman of the Guidance Department, made tests for the

schools and for Job placement after school.,

Our librarian catalogued the ministery lLibrary.

£ Now these were three vears when?

A From 1864 to '67.

VN Vou returned from Mali and then what?

A Gerard Lucas became the project leader for Hail and 1 came back
to SIu. I came back to the campus to teach math. At that time the
vice president in charge of our campus, MacVickar had an idea of an
honors program, and since 1 had just come back from Mall and we had
gotten good reports from the State Department on what we had done
there he thought I would be a good one to work on the new honor’'s
Program.

It was a program where | would get outstanding students and res
them from the usual university reqguirements. Let them concenirate on

a major field or do whatever the felt they should do with deans

3 -

advising them. And so it became known as the Dean’s College.
However | was able fo get only one dean to act as an advisor. The

other Dean’s Colledge advisors were all faculty members.
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in 1980 Howard Davis retired and | tock the Dean’s College over

again for four vears before retiring in 14984,

ok

(ot Verv few would have an experience as varied an experience as

that. This gives us a great deal to talk about, Let me start with

this, the oversees program. T don't know in what wayv it was

connected with vour work at all.

A It wasn’'t. 1’11 tell vou how I got intc it. The State
Department wanted to have a university team go to Mali, The idea
first came up I think in early ‘63 and they invited the University of
Pittsburgh to send & team., Well the University of Pittsburgh sent
two men over there and thev spent six weeks, came back, reported that
realliy thev could do a lot of good there.

Pittsbhurgh didn’'t want to get involved. They had too many
foreignh programs. Then thev asked Indiana and Stanford and they
turned it down. About that time our man John Anderson, Associate
dean of the Graduate School but he wag lnterested in programsg in
Washington and so forth. Anvwav he was in Washington and he heard
about this and he saild SIU will take it.

S¢o then he came back and the requirement was these people all
had to be able to teach in French. Curiocusly encugh there were not
very many people on midwesbtern campuses who could teach in French and
who also want to go to a falrly primitive country and whosge gpouse
also wanted to o Lo a primitive countrv,. These were the basic three

requirements.

~J



And so he didn’t f

Alton where we had abou

combined. This 18 in e

1

P,
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We interviewed peg
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example took a group of

abroad or some such thi

oif now and get oversee

the end of it.

an extensive oversees p

vou think that with Mal

exparience Iin Austria,

A i think it has to

sun never sats on SIi.

staved a week with us,

project,

French wa

ind anvone in Carbondale so he came up Lo

t 100 faculty in Alton and East St. Louls

arly '64, but [ was in charge cf the Graduate

me to see if there were anvons on our campus

Brogram.

ple during that morning and didn’t find

le excellent Frepnch but didn’t want

who spoke

d I took him home for ilunch and myv wife said,

we did. I had lived in France before ifhe

officer with the F the

s fluent., but very bad, very incorrect,

an acadenic program started oversees. I for

students from here to Vienna and it was 5IU

2ally going Lo take

ng and we thought we were

g connections, bubt that was Lhe beginning and

le subsequently developed and today has quite

e have virtually nothing.

FORYam.

i and then this little 762

and Nepal

whv have we not done anvmore overseeg’

do with Delvte Morris. He boasted that the

He made trip around the world in 1866. He

e}

and whevrever he went he staved with an SI1U
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He flew from New York to Mali. Then we had a small project in

Nigeria. Then he had a long hop from Nigeria to Afganistan and then

to Nepal, then a project in Thailand and then we had two projects

going in Vietnam and then he headed for home and the sun never set,

(S So this was pretty much a Carbondale thing and we weren't

invited much.

X

Yes, Well it mavbe because, while | was getting a team together

in the fall of "64, thev gave me an office down in Carbondale and I

o)

was down there for three months,

G Periodically SIUE has tried to go abroad. Nothing much came
ot it, but it is recycling and something may happen now. I certainiy

hope so because a real university needs such oversees work,

Al wWell we have China.

G That 13 winding down. I understand this is the last vear of the

Chins connection.

A Oh, I zee,.

e Evic, what would vou sav were vour most siegnifi

contributions in each of vour several areas of work?



i

A Well 1 think just zetting us started in the

first vear. L was the senior member of the math
the only one who had had previous college level

mathematics and ! wasg more or less in chavge of

felt we got a faivly decent program stavied.

And the other thing I thoughi was an accomplishment

very beginning

depariment.

experience

e

the program a

that

I was
aching

nd I

{'m

proud of was our program in Mali. When I was talking to people fTrowm

the State Deparitment before going there most of

possibly succeed. The French will want to keep complete

education in Mali and they’' 1l sabotage vou with

And so I was careful to be very pleasant and polite with

and we got along beautifully. and nobody could

State Dewpartment that this project had worked.

5

o Did  any of our students participate?

them said

vou

JRUE I
Car

caontrol of

every chance

helieve

A Ho, unfortunately., We Tried to get them to.

o

@ It was Jusgt for students from Mali?

& Well we sent students from Mall to Carbondale to

projects, but nene of our graduate students eit

her from

or from Carbondale came over. We had projects for them

SOme: .

Qe What vou consideyr vour other significant contributionsg:

the

it

do

in

this
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You geaet
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the

various

campus

thev had

3

that

“



A Well T think the Dean's College was. At least 1 think 1t fiilled
a need at the time and it was a wav of recogniszing those top notch

students. it gave those good students a certain amount of freedom to

do things theyv wanted to do.

G Did it work well? Was it a viable program?

At I felt it was. We made a lot of wmistakes of course at the
beginning. I remember one fellow we had in the Dean’s College. He
had excellent recommendations from the department he was majoring in,
however his grades weren’t adeguate so he was not able to graduate
with his class. And nowadavs the Dean’s College i1s very strict about
keeping vour g£rade point average up which I didn’t worry about too
much in the earlyv davs. I felt if the student was doing something
interesting that his or her faculty adsvisor thought was worthwhile
he or she was getting a good education.

0 Was the Nepal assignment very much like the Mali assignment?
w3

At in some wavs i1t was, but many wavs it wasn' t. The persconnel I
had in Mali had all had lots of overseas experience belore and they
knew how to get along in Africa. Of the people who were in the Nepal
project, I think only one of them had had previous overseas
experience .

There were ten of ug and when [ sav that I mean besides mvseli.
And we had 2 lot of problems with the Americans seeing what needs to
be dorne and as Kipling wrote, pushing the East or trving to hurrv ilhe

East, there are wavs vou have to do things differently in sone

i1



countries. These pecple tended to be ftoo impatient I think.
Excellent people and doing a gZreat Jjob, but not being guite as

aftective as theyv could have been which [ found frustrating.

o How would vou describe SIU’'s mission in Mali and Nepsal?

A Do vou want from S5IU’s point of view or from the State

Department’s point of view, see these were State Department programs.

G Well then were vou pretty much on loan to the State Department?
A No . Well 1t was very mixed. The State Depariment gave 51U the
monev for our project. My salaryv was paid from the state of
Illinois, But, of course, when [ was over there [ had periodic
meetings with the people in the AID program and [ clearved everyvihing

that we did with them.

@:  AID?

A The Agency for International Development. OUh it’s called USAID

oW .

-

AR S0 in effect this was a contract with the State Department to

go over there and further education in those countries.

A That’'s right. Yes,
& 2o i1t was not exactly an 51U project, but an SIU contract with

them to do it.



At That’ s right. Yes. When | went to Mali there was onlyv one

other person {rom SiU, the librarian came {rom Carbondale. The other

people came {rom universities all over the place.

G A related question, but one that sometimes elicits different
ANSWETS . We discussed some of vour greatest contributions, what have

heen yvour greatest satisfactions arvound here these many vears?

A Those are the same as my contribubtions.

o} 1 Let's discuss some oif vour greatest frustraltions,

A Well I think myv frugstrations were in many cases jusi petity
things that are hardly worth talking about. S0 thisg is just off the

tap of my head. P’m trving to think of & good one. Well, of course,

:

voi alwave have frustrations with students. You have a bright
student who can do good work, vou' re sure thev can do good work and
thev fool avound and I think that is for anyv teacher the biggest

frustration they have. Thev Jjust can’t get to a particular student

B

to gelt anvthing out of them.

NN Well I gather from a varviety of things that have been said that

vou've enjoved it here; that vou've been happy and successful.

Yes, Well moderately successful. but very happv. Yes.

b=

A Your best memories arcund here, social. academic, anvihing,



A Well one of myv best I think was in Alton. about the second
vear. lavid Blackwell came in as a visiting lecturer. He was a black
man whe grew up in Centralia. went Lo the University of 1fllinois. got
hig doctorate there ipn mathematics and was chairman ol the

mathematical statistical Tacultyv at Berkelev at the University of
California, the biggest statistics departwment in the country.

I took him down to East 5t. Louis and had some people come in
who had heen in his fraternity which of course was an all black
fyraternity at the Universgity of Iliinois. It was a dreat
satisfaction to introduce a person like that, a black person who had

succeeded as the top of the field in academic affairs. He had

wiritten some verv, ve good books in statistics. in probability

theory,

Several vears later I was chairman of the committee that
recommended honorary degres candidates to the Board of Trustees. e
recommended him for an honorvary degree and he was our commencement

speaker,

someone like that at the top of hiz profession

I felt bringing

had a good effect on our studnets, both black and white.

[V What do vou think the impact, the difference that Blackwell
made first in his lecture in East 5t. Louls and subseqguentliy

receiving an honorary degree? Did vou feel that black studenits

regonated to this, were inspired?



A I couldn’t tell. Certainly I know the people he knew from his
University of Illinois undergraduate davs were proud of him. He was

a very impressive person. He gave an excellent talk.

NI How about some more best menmories,

At Well there were s lot related to the Malil project. We had s lot

of wondertul things havppening there. One day we were having

cocktaillas with the Tsraeli ambassador to Mali. He said e wanted his

son Lo g0 to an American universitv and the only two he knew were

Harvard and S1U and so he wanted to know a  bit about them. [ tolid
him that Pregident Morris was coming over in a couple of weeks to
visit us and he could talk to him.

ias interesting, there were two universities that people had

heard of, He wasn' € the onlv one who told me that, Harvard and SIu.
STU made a bilg impression in Mali. That is vou can be a little {rog

in a big pond. but we were hig frogs in a rather Lititle pond. And

his son did come to S5IU. He went to Carbondale and got hig degree.
He went four vears there and had a wonderful time and I saw quite a
bit him {rom time to time,

Incidentally he avoided the draft in Israel by coming to SITU. I
< Y

think they caught him when he went back.

G You’'ve had so much experience in the Dean’s Colledge, previousiy

the Hono! Program. Did that bring much satisfaction Lo vou?




T

A Well, it did because [ had students who... I remember one
student who wag majoring in art who was a truck driver., He was abont
45 vears old and he drove one of thess big btrailer trucks on the
highway and he said. there must be more to life than just driving a
trailler truck. He liked to paint so he came intoe the art depariment.

I saw no reason for rveguiring him to ftake courses like freshman

didn’t want to. He did take some

O

English oy American historv 3f h
of those courses but because he wanted to not because they were

reguired.  And he tock lots of art courses and I think he wag very

happy.

G Do vou have any idea what havppened?

A Na, 1 don’t. I didn’t follow him.
G Have vou seen many of the students vou have worked with over
the vears or particularly since vou’ve retired? Do vou run into many

of them?

A Oecasionally but [ haven’t made a big effort to do it. I mean |

haven't kept in as good touch as [ should have perhaps.

& How about some huwmorous things over the vears that vou

recall?

A Well one of our outstanding faculty members in Lhe verv eaply
davs was an education professor named Leonard Wheat. Leonard was

something of an absent minded professor. He knew all that there was

o
o
L)



to know about school svetems and the laws

was reatly an encvelopedia on this, bot he

evaery day things.
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Cadilac without anv brake fluid apparvently

.
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B Yeu i think 1t was in 14986, You probably remember this too.

The bond was going to come helfore the people {or a vole,

e

.cand we werve all invited to go to community groups, schools,

anvhbody who would listen Lo us and give a pitch in favor of the bond

PEse . You remember Mavor Dalev in Chicago guaranteed us two wmillion

4

ded twe and a haltf million votes to

votes frowm Cook county and we ne

pass. The other halfl million had to come from the rest of the state
o it owas up Lo us Lo see that we got the obther half which we did.
and 1 found that very pleasant and in many casesg veryv enjoyable,

We had a standard spiel we were told to give., You probably remember

this don’'t you?

A Nearlv everywhere I went people were enthusiastic about

npus and getting a real university built.

ge b bing a new o

G Bruce Brubaker was in charge of that.

A Yerg, I had nearly forgotten that.

_ oo

@ And the very first non~teaching assignment I I found

=gl

mvasif one of these volunteers and it seems as though [ volunt

to take Greene countv, Well I went up to Greéen county and [ did wmy

s

thing. T am happy to sav that the bond issue passed but Green county



turned it down. Statewide 1t went and I was Just a Little
embarrassed that Lhe county I was in charge of, well 1 did not win
them over.

3

A I gave a talk in Jevrsgev county and I had the same

periance vl

aid. T'm not sure, I don’t know whether Jersev county veted for it

oy not but I suspect they didn’t, But other places that [

eptive.

Wers very, veyryv ra

NI Anv obther special or unusual relations with the University orv

relating the University ta the area at large?

A Avea at large, I think more of certain groups.

oy
e

ALl right.

A We have, in the Math Department we’ve had summeyr progprams

achool te

wehiers or gome specially for elementary

egpecially fopr high

school bteachers. When the new math became a big thing about twenty

ago, the elementary teachers, manv of Lhem, were terrpified of

I gave a course to elementarv teachers, this was the lazst vear

we were in Alton, And tried te tell them something about it and allay

their fears a little bit, but I'm not sure I wasg suc
it was something we were doing specially for the community that was,

may have helped,

[
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SO

fand were unhappyv.

great satistaction from many of

what they got Many of

here thev'd still be working in
Havin g B o i e o e e

possible for them to find, do the

W Do vou have ary reason Lo

graduates out in

atudents, got

with better gtudents eventually?

think we didd, Veg

. dn the Toa 1 think

I doen’t have anv measurement
persconal opinion from iting, £

visiting various schools and ta

You sald evervbody wanted

offered us a simil

L.

Fast 5

Edwardsville?

whaols

I think on the LY

who ted about

We e wWair
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10

1

Edwardsvilile in the eariv davs

wi bk
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i~
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i
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af course e f
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Ok 1 had one other fairly humovous thing. When we started oot ot

4

st Louis, that first vear we were in s rented

staore. Wer Jusi

rented a store. I don’t know what i1t had been, what sovt of store it

had beoen. We had just two or three people teaching there.

were some roowms i the bhack of the store where thev had classes,

W This wasg

the neoxt

, this was in summer of 588, Delvie

Ay . Arngd then

Morris worked out a deal for leasing the old

Baild a new

huilding unsafe zo Morris

Anel 30 they d

~ 4

wag able to rant 1t for $1.00 a yvear. Now it needed a jof of repairs
and SIU fixed 16 up, pubt in air conditioning in some roows and {ixed

o s

Lhe people In East Bt

the plumbing and so Forth, S0 the

Louls saw this and they said well that’'s a much more valuable

building and these peaople have lived there for a

ought to raise the rent. Cres. Morris said fine, let’s double i1, S

8 vear s rent,

NI Hor two dollars o vear.

faor that nexi vear.

,,F
ot
~
i
i
ot
-

AN Would vou care bto address anvihing of vour own guesition?

Any comments in general voun'd care toe go on recorvd with, Fric?



A Gne of my disappointments, back in the savly 70°s  we worked out
a deal with Washington Unaiversity, I think it was with their Apoliced
Science Department to give a joint doctoral degree in Compurerp

Solence ., Our students would go to

Waghington U, lor some classes,
Lhelr students would come here.
At that time we had a big, new computer which was bhetbter than

anvihing thev had at Washington University and all students would use

our camputer. students would pav SIU tuition. Washington

would pav Washington Univ

.
~
O

Ia

a good deal for both of us and 1L was

fudition, This

and W . U, then the Higher Board turned

appraoved by

i down ., It was & too us. We already had about

Lhree or four studen in the program whoe were ready to start the

program the nexi yvear.

't was the higher board in Springfield who killed this. Washington

Univoersity had el Lo 1t Thev were all set.

vou have in vour notes there, Kric, that vou’d

e What els

care to address.

At Well some of the rush in part of that fi1rst

£y
<

af BT we had 25 faculty at Alton. about two or three ab Fast 5.

Louls and we expected 800 students and 1200 registered., We need
more teachers, any high school bteacher who could teach anvithing at a

. From industeyv, {rom

college jevel. We had teachers from high school

Mont Lo ta College, from, Principia. Uur advanced calculus cours

taught by a physics professor from Principia College.

24



faculty at Alton, some of thoge were Shurtieff

o Now these

carry overs weoraen U thev?

A A Tew of them were. Yes, There were three orv four of thew.

W bod Warren.

At Ed Warren in musics, Harold Broadbooks in Biology.

Bducatic

Al Norm showers in

A and there was another woman whose name §'ve forgeiiten in Fhys.

e Babelte Marsy

: Mars, ves. Babette Mary.

W We have mentioned Shurtleif Eric. A lot of people would like to
know more about that. Can vou Tell us more about the end of

shertliff and the rise of SILUKRY

29



L

At Not too much. Shurtlett was in terrible shape. Financially n

reallv bad shape and a vear or so before SIU moved in a group of

Alton businesswmen ol together and offerved them ahout a million

dollars to put them back in shape. but the Alton

Lo have a couple of their people in control of §

»and the Shurtleff people saird

Remember this ig a Baptist colle

Soard tn Lhe summer of

S1U rent

the campus from the Shurtlef

‘ears paving repnt 51U would own the campus.

1859, I think afl

started at Shurtlef!{ could

veasr students who

During the iy

graudate with degrees from 51U or Shurtleff, whichever t

€t

Now when we moved in to the Shurtlef! builidinegs

me s . No repairs had been done for I don’t know how many

Pibrary was gelbing one Journa

Reader’

1,

jrgest,

That first vear 1 assigned one of my students bo write an easay

: 7

onoosome topio. I don’t remember what 1t was, I went over to bthe

Pibrary. Looked at the catalog and there were 5ix

I thought should be good for her to

acd on this thing that she could

in the Shurtletff catalog so

them w

and six

use for referend

told her this. I satd there are these six books

.
wihy don’ i

vou go and look at them. She went over there and she came back and

saild she couldn’t Tind any of them. Sa 1 went over with her and

i.

had all disappeared, The catalog nad nothing to do

with the books that were there, We ound lots of books in the

shelves but not in the catalog and this is what Sit

Jomoved inta.

A That's what we inherited.

26



very difficult to write

A Vers . We had blackhoards. Lt
hoecause thev had so manv indentations on thewm and then vou couldn

arase 1t The {irst vear or so ol teaching there was reaily

gt

Frustrating at times and & lot of fun.

59 and ['wm beginning

G Well 1 came in Augu

those., ., .

A Weo had gotten those

o debt of gratitude

of us that came in 8 grer

s ocivilized by

e it was consid me

to vou 57 and BHers becauy

K
s
o
i
-
.
3]
o
R

on campus and I'm almost positive Ralph Bunch graduated

by ¢ L

from Shuvtlef? and came o our campus and spoke once.

A i odon't remember that., | shared with Larvryv McAneny who

the first vear. There was noet hardlyv any

was tLhe Phyvsi
laboratory equipment  and he went to the ten cent store and buuzght

wires and other gaddgets to show the students somethring about

v

electricity. They were in almoest the same shape in blology and in

chemi as far as eguipment was concerned.

[
-1



G I was 1n  one of the huildings on Leveret Sireet for Social
scientists and three of us shared a typewriter. We jlett it out in

the hall and when we wanted to tvpe we'd go bring it in. L seens

incredible now-a-davs,

5 . I vremembor Lho

G But those were what we call the good ol
First and onlv xerow machine on campus, the first and only

mimecgraph,

challenge?  id

Well have we met, did ug old pionecrs meel

we fulfill the dream.

ot

Al Well 1'd like to think we don’t khnow. One Ching Lhat was
helpiul to us when we gstarted out, we had the same couvses Lhey had
at Carbondale, the same texthooks. It would have been veal ohaos 7
at Lhe beginning we had come in a few weeks before school began and
had to o mel up a program of courses, develop s curriculum and Lhen
find textbhooks for 1t, So thaose first few vears we ugsed DOooks.

The texthooks that were used were the sawme books that wers used

at Carbopdale and cur courses were essentially interchan

Gradually as the ars went by we developed our own Ccourses Gur

I othink now in mathemaltlics ouy Courses soe

have at Carbondsle. And at

the ones then

got thely degrees at Carbondale.

a few, [ had quite a Tew Shurtlie?{ students in ay

classes the flvst twoe or three v




wihing else vou'd like to put on the record’

B Dich | mention this? When Harold See did his ori

estimated that by the middle 7

5t

G
.
o

back in arcund

started a universiitv, by the middle "70’s we'd have 35,

He was talking a

was this demand fopr a Low o

siate run school. There

Lhe araea.,
The other two universities over in 5t. Louls were

fairly expensive, too expensive for the sort of student

o gat . At only Junior coll aund wag Be

“hat was quite small at €l

—~
I
-
i
¥
7
-t
o
P

sttty of Missour

and 149718

had about 10 Tho

colleges on the obher side of the river, two others op

. When vou add up all the students th

somewhere between 50 and 680 thousand students, Now §f

1 4 5 o

Lhe only state instiltution, we might have had ail 50 or

sibly handled the

5 o

ig 1f we could have ¥

of them. That

amall not tao

Ly ¥ - RS L S 3 e o
See’s predicibion was in any
people Lhought.

§

) Do vou remember somewhere ayound 1958-"09 we impor

N

tor named Alonso Mver

el

SRS

G s

goa
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e We have been hovering between 10 and 11,000,

2y
B

i)
mn
Wi

W I think we got to 13,7 at one time and that's abe

iiction

.

: wWell I don’t know what we'd do with 60,000 students,

b e Well that's why we have 2700 for those L 000 student s

bhat we re going Lo

somed By Hia

A Yes,

W Any Last words of wisdom for us.

A i think vou mayvy be wrong about the acres. One of the reasons
we have this large acreage is that at the time thal we were

negobiating for this pla at Carbondale thev were expanding very

5

fast and they were having to buy up lLand that during the depression

sad sold be Ehey were short of monev, They ware

Lhe ool

and and

chorvbitant prices in order Lo

having to buv up land at

el vie Morris oid not want this campus to have the same probiem.



el he was right. We will never have that probdem.

—

(N A

problems we ve gob Lhalt ig not one,

thanks, Eric.

A And vou're v good at thisg. Should I stop now?

to pay ome a compliment.

W Well, not 11 vou’re

vou' re an excellent interviewer.

vy

£ Thank vaou, T want that on the

note before vou change vour mind we will end.

31
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