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Jewell Smith Intervisw, May 29, 1992
Interviewsd by Stanley B. Kimball

Filename: SMITH. 529

Wr We just had an excellent interview with Helen and now we’ll go to

Mr. Smith, Jewell. Why did vou come to SIU?

J: Well, I was wanting = sscure Job, much mors sascure than 1 had.,
OF course at that time SIU wasn’t too securs it's self. I said well
I'm one to just take a gamble to take a chancs on it. Late in
November of 59 I put in an applicstion for work and all of sudden
they said well we have an opening as a clerk in thse library. Mre.
Garne Turner assked me 1f I would bs interssted.

At

o

ar I had the test 1t was graded and he sald C.K. I took one
test for the library and one for the physical plant. Well, the
library Jjob came through Tirst fortunately and I started over on

track 64  on BILuff road.

Qe You said yvou wantad more security. What werse vou doing prior to

coming hers?

Ju I was working in a night club. I wasrn't  happy With the work so
I thought I would gst into something that probably would be self

Ffulfiliing, so I said I711 take a chance on SIU. after I had worksd



on Track &4 for I guess & months. Mr. Turners came over and said well
we ve gob a vacancy 1n the physical plant. T know you don’t want it
but I have to offer it to vou becausse you made the highsst grade.

I zaild, Mr. Turner I’'m satisfied right where I am.

Q. You ware then a clerk in tha library.

g Distribution clerk,

N You sent books out.

J To Alton, Fast St. Louls and plicked up mail and deliverad ta
different other offices on campus. I was working under Dr. Fred

Forrest. He told me 1F T was interested in going to Californis, he
could have got me a job at University of California. 1 said no, I
dicdn’t want to pull up roots and leave Alton. He said well O.K.
Waell, after he left then Mr., Gene Herscher was my SUpSrvisor
From the first day T went in work until the last day I worked here.

My whole tenure was under Gene Herscher.

o L remsmbeaer him.
g There was never 1n my sstimation a finsc gentleman than him.

Mot anly was it becausse he gave me a lot of breaks, (I think I sarned
them), but he was Tair., He use to call me in the office gquite a few
times, but he was strictly fTair with everyvone. I think that kind of

got him in troubls sometbimes. Because they felt that he wasn' t a
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team plaver. My answer Lo that 1s he's not getting oasid to bs a beam
olaver. He's getting paid to supervise technical ssrvices in the
Library.

G Your wite, Melen, she came here January L, 1959, You camg in
November . Ws the Tact that she was emploved hsre influsnce you to Ly

to get smployment nere?

g Truthfully no. At that time jobs were a little bit hard to find
at that particular time and I was dissatisfied where I was., My

gmplover there saild 1 vour not satisfisd you can always come back.
I thought that was fair of him to offer me my Jjob back if I didn’t

like 1t at SIU.

& Mo hard feselings in other words.

J No, no, no not at all.

@ Well, that speaks well Tor both of vou. Why did vou stay so
Long? You were here 20 vears.

J Well I had to work, I knew I had to work somewhers. T liked 1t

here. I liked it at 8IU very much. Ths only problem when we got
over heres on campus we lost a lot of the perzonal contacts ws had in
the farm house. Thers was a certain closensss there that just didn’t

experisnce as the university grew. OFf course, we all knew that that
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wWas going toe happsn.  That is a natural thing to happen. The

adninistirative whesls begin to turn Taster and Taster and thalb took

away tha family aspect of the Jjob.

[ Well, if vou were in that track house, if that’s where you
started and then of course came here then it's guite obvious vou

worked very little if any in Alton or REast St. Louis.

g Mo, we went from there to Wagnesr Electric bullding for about 2

YEATS .

N and then to Lovaeioy.
J They were Jjust building the campus hars then. This buillding

of course was the first one completed. We got evervihing linsd up.
We set up a circdlating library in the Wagner Bullding to ascocommodats

students that had come to Edwardsville for classes. It was sort of

an exparience thing for us to for the biggsr things to come., SO Lo,
I think 1t was &6 or &7, w& moved over hers. T was the First one

from the library to move into the library bullding and boy, did [

hhave some sxperiaencss there,

@ Well, let’ s hear 1t.

J Everyone was laying ocut there territory, even Taculby and staff.
o Everyvbody was in the library almost.

L&



Jo Evaerytbthing. Food service was 1in the area that I was supposed Lo

e in., They ware right across from fextbook rentals.  So I had to

]

ooto the third Floor and laid out my arsa and that only lasted for A
little whils. I had to start shoving my space in. Finally they got

the center finished in the cafeteria so they moved that facility out

of the library basement. ~Aas soon as [ got the word immediately I
moved 1.

& Mhat do vou fesl best about vour career here?

J Well, I think the most interesting thing was being in a buillding
situation, We built the library from the ground up and that is an
axperisnce sven too many of the professional librarians never had. T

feel I was Tortunate in having that background Lo builld an. I spent

mary many vears under John abbott. He was quite a libravian. He

Feally knew his library work very well.

(N Now vou worked vour way up to library Technical aAssistant 3.

Py

Mow was that basically on tha job training?

J Right.

@ Or did vou take any COUrsss?
J: No dust on the Job training.
W Same of vour frustrations?



J Budgetary problems. We didn’t have enough money Lo even hire
help to give the service we should have given. We Just had to maks
do and that was during the later vears here particularly. The
sarlisr vears ware Tine financially I think budget wisse 1t was really
good.  We got what we nesded. OFf course I guess thev didn't want to

fall on their Tace 1n bthe sarly development of the university s they

waere inclined to give us what we needed. Later  things kind of got
tough.  That was one of the most frustrating things I had to deal

with becauss I was head of a department and they always looked to me
to supply the same amount of service whether I had two geopla or

none . But we weathered the storm anvway.

N Did vou sver expsrience any discrimination on this campus?

Jo Vearsy, vary littls. Vary little. May have been due tao the fact
that I was in the library, I don’t know., But the library always
treated me fine, wonderful. I got more criticism from outside the

library then I did inside the library.

A lot wondered why I didn’t hire more blacks. Wsll, the jobs
were Cilvil Service and no blacks applied. 1 couldn't go out in bhs
strest and pull them in and maks them apply. S0 I had to take what

paersonnal sant.

[ Mow vou had not only students under vou but Cilvil Servics pesopls

urder vau.

1&



[NEe any obther commsnts on bthis topio.
J: Well T had a few problems in the Civil Service deal. I don't
krow whether 1t was racially motivated or what. I rather think it
was, but there was one instance that hit me pretiy strong. Some lady
went up to Mr. Herscher and wanted to know why I was head of fths
department. OF course, she had besen there quite a while and she
probably thought that she should have been. They had & littls
argumant about 1t. Mr. Herscher, said as long as Mr. Smith is head
of that department 1t looks like vour going to have to wark there.
He said, 1T yvou don't want to work under him, we'll release vou. Shs
turned out to be the best person I sver had thers. In fact when I
would go off on vacation 1 would lsave har i1n charge of the
depsrtmant . She was good,

It was a Funny thing when I was working there anvibody who came
in and wanted anvthing from that department, well vou need Lo ses Mr.

Smith, T can’t do it, vou have bto ses Mr. Smith. They were all loval

¢

to me atter we got some Tacts straightensd out.

I think that was dus to the fact that most of the help came Froam
thess smaller towns whers they had no contact with blacks whalsosver,
The sayving 18 they figured the blacks had long tails. They Tust

werent used to being around us, after bthey found out we wouldn’t

it thaem why they wers all right.

(A How about soms of vour best most pleasant memories?



NE Well, I think my most pleasant memories weire with AT
Univarsity Sepate and the Governance Council. I was appolinted

oA bad

chalrman of the Elsctilions Committes at that time 11 was i
state of affairs. I think the procedures that you have now I bhink

our commibttsee was responsible for.,

S any real bad memoriss, worst memories?
J NG, I was always able to get around the bad memories. Maybe [

Just shut them out and closed my eyves to them., but the whole twenty
vaears 1 enjoved it here. I wanted to retire at &% and Mr. Herscher
being the man he was, wanted me to work another yvear. I Just
couldn™n say no. So I worked until T wag &66. I could understand
why he wanted me there because he wanted bto make a transiitlon. Thes
departmant was divided up, the cataloging went to the catalog
departmant, ths acguisition went to the acguisition departmant, which
wWas all Iin my departmsnt at one tims.

I had a chance at that time to gst caught up with my cataloging.
T didn’t do anything. but catalog for the wholes vear and soms of bhe
other pesople from technical services on the third floor came down and
took over ths the duties of the department. The woman 1 was telling
vou about she saild, 1f they move me out of here they 11 have to carry
me fest first. She was that much in love with the environment tners,

T said, oh vou shouldn™t Teel that way aboubt it. She sald, well,

-

hell 1 do. But I came back later to visit shae was upstairs on the

third floor.

G How about somg Tunny numoirous expesriences over the years?



o Well, thers was a time when they ware trying to bring students

in from Fast St. Louls for contact. 8o they had some contact with

.

the university atmosphere and there were pretty well underpriviliegsd
kids, anvway, and they came in there that, Gsorge Grant. vou probably

rememoer him, He was spesarheading the thing so he called me ong day

and wanted to know 1T I could use a couple students fTrom East St.

LoUui s, I said, waell, ves I gusss I can. He sant over a couple so [
put them in bthe binding opsration so they could work in there and
oratty soon I heard such another racket [ went in thers and they had
this radio going. ALL the fingsr popping and carrying on that was

disrupting thse whole department. 5o I told Lhem, boys you nave 1O

tuirn that off, we can’t have that., people can’t do thers work. So

The next day they came in they brought their boom box  and they

started again., So I told them vour going to have to qguit or gst out

and he sald, if I can’t bring my radio [ can’t stay. So I said 0.k,
and I got theilr papers to sign and send bthem up Lo George Grant and 1
called him in the mean time. I said these guys are crazy. They got

os golng so loud thelr Jjust disturbing the whole

s

their rad

hit. z

P
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department. He sald wall, send up to me I711 set them stral
sent them up to him and I nasver saw them any more. He told me later,

I sent thoss guyvs on homes. He said they were incurakle.

& Any other little humorous things?

Je Oh, when we ware in track o4, I think 1t was, they had some

W

[
cherry tress in the back and every lunch hour they would miss me.

They had to always ask me where did yvou go Tor lunch?

o
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ey



(W The bing cherries.

R I love those things. I would go up there and climb up in the
tree and eat cherriss until one time one of the girls saw me.  That

was the end of that. They beat me to the cherries.

(A They taste bebtiter stealing bthem out of the tres.
N Absolutely . But there were Jjust a lot of things I enjoved. 1

had 70 vears of enijovment that’s for sure.

W Well, now that's not all bad is 1it.
J: Can’t be,
G Maw, how successsful has the university has beesn in fulfilling

its mandate, or i1ts challengs, or contributing to the area?

Jo Well, culturally 1t has done a wonderful Jjob, economically it
has done & prebity good job too. They put alot of dollars in this
area and I don’t think that should bs overlookaed. They have given
students education thabt probably wouldn’t have gottaen it otherwlise.
Becauss the cost of going away Trom home and this that and the other
thing. While it was still a commuter college, T think it really
served & wondertul thing in this communl by. I think ths community 15
a lot pbetter off with i1t than it was before 1t got 1t. OFf courses,

Shurtel T Collegs wasn't too bad either.

NI
N
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Did vou sver o to Shurtlelfft vourself?

Ly
-
0
&
¥

wvou know Mrs. Smith at the time?

53
i

e
Q.

Jo YEs But I wasp ™t in school with her. T knew har all right. I

went part time because I wWas working and I would snaak off around

11:30 inm the morming and go btake a couple classes and coms back

around 2 or Z:30.

N Now if vou had it to do all over again would vou do io7?

Jr Tames way.

W Dame way .

wuldn 't want anything

a

J T wouldn’ bt want anyithing to changs. I w

different.

Gl Aanvibhing elss Mr. Smith You'd care to add to whatever we

discussed or would yvou care to discuss somsthing I haven t mentionsd.

J: Well, talking to other pesople about collegs and universitiss 1o
other parts of the country, I find that this is a unigue university

and in many ways. It is very and it gives me pleasure to bring

P
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veople on campus to sae what we have here. Tou don' bt see anyihing
way oubt in tha woods like this anvwhsrs slse, it ois usually stutfTed

into a city somewhars and.

o It is a bsautiful campus,
J: Yes it is. When we wers over 1n track &4 and &5 we use Lo comas
over during lunch hour and watch them work on bthe bulldings and our

evyes were grean. We didn’t know whether we would sver be able to
gnjoy the fruits of this university, but it cams really culcker than

we dimaginsd 1t would,

@ anything selse before we olose Mr. Smith.
J Hothing that 1 can think of off hand.
s Al right on that rathse happy note we can formally conclude.

24
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