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SLUE ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
Summer 1991

Kaiph Ruffney Interview Julv 31, 1891
Interviewed by Stanley B. Kimball

FILENAME: Ruffner., 731

G e Ur. Ruffner, as [ sit in vour home here this July 3ist, |
certainly want to thank vou for being willing to participate in this
oral history of Southern I[1lincis University at Edwardsville and to
share vour memories and reflections about the many vears vou ve spent
nere .

You came in 1964 and retired in iR, 8o that’'s a <oad 14 ov 13
vears of vour career at the formative state of tnils universitv, Let
me start oubt with a very blunt., rather simple guestion, whyv did vou
come to 5IUB in the first place?

3

A in the summeyr of 1854 mwmv tour in Paris with the

5

tate [epayituent
was about at an end and myv next assignment would have been in

vatic fibrosisz and was very 111

Nigeria. I had a daughter who had

most of the time and neither my wife nor I had anyv thought of taking
her on toreign service agsin.

S0 consequently I knew that I had to locate back home, ine of
the men who worked with me in the State [epartment was Robert Jacobs,
a profesaocr at Carbondale who was with me in Washington [, C. in the
state department and he persuaded me to loock into SiU.

S 1964, two visiting Taculty members

in the Summer

o

According
from Carbondale and Dr. Delvite Morris representing him: ane of whom

was Bill McKeefrv., a dean of faculty down there and the othey one was
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A Well primarily because @ knew nothing about the place and comir

1

toy the midwest and all of myv experience had been on tThe

@ It vou had known about the place would vou have come:

S Ol of course. 0T course.

~~

e ALl right.

A And Bob Jacobs had told me a great desl about Dr. Morvis and
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about the people he hi

knew something because Bob Jacobs had done his selling job too.

& You mentianed Anderson. f remember him guite well from

5

the good ‘ol davs. wWhv did vou

]

here”

A Obviously I was well pleased with what I had found here and

delighted. In other words., it was an excellent job as far as 1| was

concernead,

daughter. Then she died in 1988 and is buried here in Edwardsville,

W i'm verv sorry to hear that. 'm g

3

he hrought vou here and vou staved here. i'm sorryv that she could

not have survived,

Al Well there was no reason to leave and many reg

1

o
=

the same time there was the continuing problem with my

ad that in the long run that
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And hecause the ovrganization at that time was o cover both

zponsible for the students and the area zervices on

Campus

hoth Lhe EBEdwardsville and the Carbondale campuses.

u o dust went throush a list of names thalt strikes me as

e Now

rbtern of sorts. MacVickar, Tennv. Rendleman, and

et

mpressive and a 1

roursel .

Al Lim~-hmm .

or Now they ended up in administration on this campus.

he

Apvarently all from Carbondale.

Only Rendleman did.

e

NI Well wvou did. Tennv. ..

b

Wa S

At Well it’s because of The organization at that time in

~entralized to cover both campuses with cone administrative super

~\

stalf, the five of us. and one Board of Trustees, Now each campus

had senior officers at the next level below vice president. For

example vou had vour Dean of Facunlty up here. You had vour Dean of

Students up here. You had vour Director of Businesgs Services up here

and the game thing in Carbondale. So instead of cAmpus people

reporting Lo someone on the campus at the next level, thev reported

i

f of ous.

2

v

[

o tLhe



Now bhat went on, | don’t know., ['ve forgoiten now exacily how

long, until the big bhreak up. I think 1t was three oy four veal

that we went bthat way until the reorganization of the University.

(N0 Ve,

ator and the one Board of

A Back to reporting to the top administ

Trustees and durineg that period bhetween the disclution of the

university wide staff and the campus staif. there was a period of

what we called, ¥ think, decampusing. dowrn certain

o]

[
b e

s, but

unitts in two. There are sevars
still reporting to Morris’® central administration.
I 1]

@ Thank vou faor that. T lived through all of that, but [ didn’t

understand it then.

o
’

2

«

3

[t

A And vou don't

N F'm not sure [ understand it now. But what I do undervstand and

perhans | will ask vou to correct me or comment, what I do undervastand

g

is that the faculty here, we of course were almosi parancid overp
controls from Carbondale and we alwavs put a negative interpretation

on almost anvithing we could, Ve felt See had been kicked up and out

too far. We were, we felt like poor

for wanting to go Loo



o

Now ['m willing to admit that 50 plus percent of that was

DarTAancia. and let mwe see if I can frame a proper question for vou.

i think the proper guestlion might be something along the

During this transition peviod, decampusization and

N Or whatever., To what extent do vou feel that Carbondale treated

us fairly and eguitably?

. . - R e L S 1oy v
A wWell vou see T never did look upon the universiity as being

oo

s for the central stalf.

Carbondale or Edwardsville. It was Morri

And so therefore I don’t admit to anyv role of Carbondale in

Fdwardsville becaugse § didn't consider myself elther Carbvondale or

Fdwardsville but University -~ SIU. So [ odon't know if  that’s Just a

difference in perspective., The mere fact thalt Morris resided in

rhondale on to the centiral

Carbondale | suppose was why vou tacked «

£, But I resided up here the whole time.

o]

st

When 1 came to Carvbondale in "84, | was looking for a house, but

I never bhought one because Morris changed his mind., And so | came up

P
S

here immediatelv and thev put me up ocut on Biluff RHoad while [ looked

£

e in Edwardsville. So the first home I had in lilinois was

for a hott
here in Edwardsville.

P

ate and so did Rendleman at that

Now MacVickar resided in Carbond
time and so did Tennvy. But Morris I think was sengitive to the fact

that at least one of the central staff should reside up here. And 5o
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Faculty Club is now and

president’s building.

e You ment ioned the

after vours and all

N

happened here. You mav

of the University by Dave

faulting

has

really

arc

VEeArs. This business of

university, & poor <ousin

still important guestions,

At Urmp~hmm .

In what vou

that vou could

held back by Carbondale

the two

Ll now

Morris because [ worked

here is that all of

Wi

That's where 1t started,

pres

then

magic
kinds

know

it

wanted to
o

QI

aren
for
the eariyv

the

ident s bullding up herve. it was where the

security and before that 1t was the vice

word-—perspective. That's what I'm

of peovnle’s perspectives on what

that there iz a sort of official history

Butler, now Dean of Humanitles.

at all excent that 1t treats the period

very little to about the formative

£ay

orne university, two universities, & branch

university, all were and among some people

do, in vour aspirations, Ur., Ruffner, did

pretiy much as vou pleased and were not

Morrias?

't the game. Obvicusly I was held back by

him. But reallv part of vour difficulty

af SIU was at Carbondale.

history

university. But I don’t Enow why 1
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A0 Well that of course would have a lead into some kKind of an

answer to vour earlier quesiion. Because obviously that is one of

gths supposedly that I brought here. And again my contact
with SIU before coming here was because 5iU Carbondale had a
considerable international program of university ceontracts with the

foreisn aid system, {'d have to check the places now, bult some were

in Vietnam. I think thev were in other places in the Near Bast
Southeast Asia. But I believe it was Carbondale. I was not even

cognizant of there belng two piec

i1

What L'm getting at is I don t know how many

from the Carbondale campus or how many prof weve from the

Kawardeville campus. Vou did have several from up heve in Vietnam I

think. There were some professors from Edwardsville campus. as well

az professors from Carbondale, inveolved in the foreign ald program.
And so obviously I like o fthink that it flourished. At least, if
what vour after - difficult encugh it is for me to think of SiU, vou

want both an Edwardsville and a Carbondale piece, I'm afraid it's

going to be bluvrred, I don’t kpnow which pilece is which.

W ALYl right.

A Recause [ didn't deal that wav. I dealt with SIU.

W Now T am now clarifving myv own thinking.

Al Mavbe we ' 1l do ecach other some good.

et
o
-



@ I1'm having a lLittle problem heve and [ just
interviewed about 35 peopie. Dr. Ruffner, and vou're the first
who has felt more of an S1IU person than sav and 3IUE or SIuUl.

mv frame of reference, ['ve got to fine tune 1t a little.

Since April the 4th 1've been talking to people who specifically

felt one wav or the other.

ndleman hecame

A The point i'm making 1s thatbt at the time R

sresident up here. I became one of his vice presidents and

congequently became Edwardsville

A We can take when he assumed the presidency, as the end of

university wide stance.

G S0 therefore vou have a dual perspective. Your initial

were one university oriented.

[V Subgequentliyv Edwardsville oriented,

A Right.

@ Well that gives ug even better, more unusual pervspective.

thig internationalism. lei me come back to that for a moment.

-

ndale?

vou ever know Dean Dve in Carbe

A Yeos, The name anvhow.

i
[

U R | pe 0
sodvea LU, i

have

Gne
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the

veard



[ He wags involved in international programs. And to make a very

1

loneg story short, the two campuses in '6Z2 svonsoved SIU Abroad. And

1v took 24 students from this campus to Vienna

weeks and taught a course in Vienna. And we were all ec

hev, this ig the
big bovs, Well somehow 1t didn't mature veryv well or at
this campus it did not. And then vou came aboard in "64,
after that.

A U= bunm

.

O During these early vears, it would seem to me that

balance and equityv and rhyme and reason bhetween Lwo Ccampu

T

v spin awayv must have Lakern some o

were going Lo evenbuall

vour Dart.

A How that vou mention 1it, I suppose that it did. I n

of it butbt... RBecauge the situations obviocusly were guite
on the two campuses and dealing -~ remember again, not to
with the levels of administration., but on each campus 1 d

vercent of the time only with the officers in the ne je

administration.

In other words, [ wouldn't as a facully member get d
individual cases. Az Tar as all the students of FBdwardsvy
concerned, 1 had one contact. That was Howard Davis. He
me and of course he lead me where he wanted to lead me in

gaing around.
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service, community, state, nation, international service oriented
than he was academic or research. So that service was a very
tmportant and a very rewarding part of the university.

There was community development, both in Scuthern Lilinois

vernerally and in East St., Loulsg, guite a program in BEasl St. Louls

¥

in those early davs. And the radio and television programs on both

camppuges are veryv strong.

G When 1 came here, [ found out that if I expected to amount to
anvthing 1 better be good in Jjust what vou said, teaching, resaarch,

and public service or commuiiity service or ares service.

Al Um—himm .

AN And so I plaved the game and [ endjoved it. And in my opinion,

the faculty and our campus here, [ think, made a splendid

contribution in area, public and community service,

Loo.,

=
-
—~.
pacil
ka3
ot
i
¥
i
o]

G Now here I am sitting next to a vice president who oversaw that
program and I’ve never been able to ask bhefore what the vice
president who was over all of us felt. But for what it's worth, [ am

convinced the morale of the Edwardsville campus was gdreatl.

art Area Sorvic

A well of course [ didn’t come here to 3t
the university. Thev were alrveadvy in existence when I got herve.

They were thriving programs. They had the strong support of the head

14



of the institution. in many institutions. I under . vou almo=st

have to fight for existence. Thev had the strong support of the

i

faculty which I alwavs felt in terms of area sevrvices.

Again I'm told in some places thev were the second country

ulty because of the stress on the academic. But at

cousinsg to the fa
STU the faculty had the same point of view of service ag vou have
expressed ag a aculty member. Ivi other words, thev didn’t seelk to
sayv we are here to teach. We are academic. We are here also to

serve the nation. et cefera, et cetera, el celtera. So the programs

istence.,

were already in

AL eVaers

Now theyv were older obvi

Carbondale. Recause gome of them went back a long, long time. And

again, Stantev, I think too many pecple, not vou, congucting

H

interviews think that as an administrator, pavticularly as a vice

pregident, vou had great thoughts all the time and vou went around

N
fard
wr

thinking great thoughts. Well all vou did was do the dav to day J¢

and vou had a president who knew where he was going. He knew where
he'd heen and knew where he wanted to be. And veryv strong
leadership.

. ;

e Well I'm going to answer myv own auesiilon and that is 1 don

think our SIUE faculty would have done as splendid as we did in those

dava and now in public service and area and community services i we
hadn’t had a little leadershin along the wav. And so if vou won't
take credit for any of it, ['m doing to say that I think vou should
hecause the top administratbtion has something to do with it. And we

feel good about it. and I hope vou feel good about 1it.



e

Well of course § do., hut again vou had vour leadevship, lelyvte

-

Moy

g I felt

o Well now wait a minute. Most of us, I never felt he w

he was my Nemesis. 7711 share this with vou and I don’t think T'm

.

speaking alone. We used to make Jokes, Dr., RBuifner. when we would, ..
o vou remember the davs when this faculty went to Carbondale for
-3

supposedly facultv meetingst?” Well anvway we did but we alwavs joked

rhat 1t was Morris’® acgdience., We didn’t feel that we had anvihing to
sav about anvihing and we dutifully went there and sat and the great
i

mar spoke Lo us,

B

That was not the leade: Lo We were

st

i

this campus was looking

looking to our people and anvbody phvsically arcound here was our
friend at court. You see, sow that’'s the nine month school teacher

version of what went on. You were our friend at court and we did a

hell of a good Jiob.

frustrations?

IS During 14 vears, whatlt were vour

A I den't think I had anyv.

S How about budget? personnel? health?

At No. My vears as an administrator, Stanlev, and that might he

one difference when I came here in "64, [ was 50 vears cld.

16
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Rendleman even Chough we were very diifferent and our backgrounds

very differant. Aand 1 think he had =some of that same {eeling,

have no unpleagant feelings aboutl Morris or MacVicker ov
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o Well, I711 tell vou my game plan such as it is Bill turned me

down once, apd [ let it drop lat. I didn’t sayv please or #

I said G.E, but now 40 or 30 some odd interviews

poing back and ['m T talked to so and =0 and o and o,

A Tell him the people who have VO e

A Tell him [ said it

0 fhat's good, that’'s very good.
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A in terms any great contributions I Cowards end  and
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ree perviods that ['m talking about the clear sailin

v
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again, in the

strony man at the helm, Morris Period, which P orecall and again |

don’t know how many vears bhere was opnly one university., Thern th

hig break up period. the transition fyom the one Lo the otheyr.
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[V The Ore House,

A Oh ves, ves, | remember.

G That ancient

AL yey

i Well that comes up everyv now and then.
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Fdwardsviile for three months.

T think T was in there until he actually came on bhoavd. in

ather words, ovienting him and preparving him and holding L

5 s 3 5 . 3 P P N Y e Jen om b o N ey g
university administration together., Probably the Faculty weren | even
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NS Cevtainly

4 We Just took a lititle bre

Dr. Kuffner s twe. Lhousand book
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periocds. I worked with the community most

Phat 1g my personal
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prograns, the newspaper service, all of this was going when | got
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ard il was a priority area of Lhe universibty as far as Dr.

free

o

Morris was concernad. 5o 1 carvied on what was going on.

srtainly Lhere were some Lhings that were vour innovalions.

Ly May I put that down under the column of modesty.,
Al I don’t care what vou put 1L down under, bul again, 1t was a
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G O ves, DuTse, i'm sure 1t would. 1

T oremember a  fire in the lLibrarv. T remember dismissed olasses. i
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pothink part of the first four vear period that 1 call my period with
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all that stulf but what 'm pointing out 1g bhe vt
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