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S I  L1 E ORAL H I  S TO hi y PR0 J EiC'I 

Summe r  , 1 99 0 - 91.

Pegs:y Koh 1 er 1 n t e r v i . e w , May 2 2 , 1991 

1 n t e r v i e w e  d by S t  an 1 y B , K i  mba i 1 

P 11 e n ame : K.OH L E R »522

Q : P e g g y  K o h 1 e r  t  h a n It y o u f o r  d r  o p p i  n g b y t  h i  s  H a. y t  h e 2 2 n d., 1991

to  s h a r e  some o f  your  m e m o r ie s  and  r e f l e c t i o n s  f o r  p o s t e r i t y «

You came i n  1 9 6 3 r i . g h t ?

A.: Y e s ,

Q: 1 came i n  55 9 , T h a t  makes  me , , .

A : E 1 d e r  p l o n e e r  *

G ; rFhe e l d e r s tatema.n . H ow eve r  , you  q u a l  i f  y a d m i r a b  1 y f o r  a

v a . r i e t y  o f  r e a s o n s .  The peop 1 e I  { m i n  1:e r v i e w i n g  f  i . r s t  I  d e c i a ed 

somewhat  a r b i t r a r i l y  I  g u e s s  t h a t  I  w anted  them, t o  h ave  w o rk e d  on 

b o t h  s i d e s  o f  5 6 5 .. T h a t  i s  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  c o m in g  o u t  h e r e  to  

Edwa.rdsvi. 1 1e f o r  p e r s p e c t i v e  and back.groun.d and a 1 1 k i n d s  o f  t h i n g s  . 

P e gg  y , w h y  d i  d y o u c o m e t  o S I U  E i. n t  h e f  i  r s  t  p 1 a. c e ?

A : W e 11 I  w o r k e d f  o r  011. n C o r  p o r  a t  i  o n a n d w a s  n o t  t  e r  r  i. b J- y h a p p y 

i n  my j o b .  I  had  been  t h e r e  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  and a woman t h a t  had 

w o r  k e d t h e r  e h a d .1 e f  t  a n d h a d g o n e t o w o r  k a t t h e u n i  v  e r  s i  t  y  , w o r  k e d 

f o r  D r  , l iochman w ho was t h e n  w h a t e v e r  t h e  t i t i e  w a s  back  t h e n  , I.)ean 

o f  what  i s  now th e  S c h o o l  o f  F i n e  A r t s ,  She was h i s  s e c r e t a r y .



a c l o s e  fr i e n d  of mine and she said to me Peggy, why d o n ’t you to go 

to w o r k  a.t the U n i v e r s i  ty ; i t J s a m a r v e  1 ous p 1 ace to wor 1?., She 1 i ked 

the people, She 1 iked the j o b . etcefera. So sbe r e c o m m e n d e d  that I 

try, so I tried for a job and was h ired in S t u d e n t  A f f airs. I 

r e a .11 y 11 k e d t h e i n t e r v i e w . I 1 i k e d t h e i d e a o f w o r k i n g a t a c a, m p u s . 

I liked the idea of w o r k i n g  at a u n i v e r s i t y .  1 found out that it * s 

no t s t ab 1 e , 1 1 s s a ve r y mo v i ng env i r onmen t. and p e o p  1 e out he r e a re 

not a l w a y s  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  nor v e r y  staid and p r o p e r -“the b i g g e s t  

bunch of nuts I ever w o r k e d  with, in my  life so,

Q : , H o w mu. c h d i f fere n c e i s t h e r e b e t w e e n t h i s w o r 1 d a n. d the r e a I 

w o r l d ?

A: Th e r e  5s a d r a s t i c  d i f f e r e n c e ,  The d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  w o r k i n g  

here at the U n i v e r s i t y  even t w e n t y  seven and a half' y ears later and 

w i t h  t hings p e r h a p s  not as m u c h  fun as it was, but itvs a very human. 

They take a v e r y  h u m a n  a p p r o a c h  to the s taff out here and al w a y s  have 

to a large degree. T h i n g s  have gone d o w n h i l l  I t h i n k  o v e r  the last 

n u m b e r  of years and. that m a y  just be the c h ange in t imes t but the 

diffe-re nee b e t w e e n  w o r k i n g  here and w o r k i n g  at 01 in is like night and 

day and I m e a n  t hat ve ry 1 i te r a l l y  . I have a 1.way s sa id I w o n  51 say 

1 5 11. n e v e r  go back to 01. in , but I wo u  1 d. have to be e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  

h u n g r y  to do i t . I t 5 s also, b e l i e v e  it or not, a lot of p e o p l e  d o n ’t 

belie v e t h i. s , b u t t. h ere * s a w h o 16? 1 o t b e 11 e r p a y o u t h e r e t o o a n d 

thei"e sti 11 is f or s e c r e t a r i a  1 staf f .



Now I can * t speak for administration there because I have no- 

idea what the salaries were but secretarial yeah. There were better 

benefits at 01 in back then. Ours are quite comparable now, but in all 

i' e a 1 i t y w i t h i n a. y e a r I h a d f a r s u r p a ssed w h a t I h a. d bee n m a It i n g a, t

O1in after five years.

A : I r e a, 1 1 y c an ' t q u a r r el, St a n » I h av e to g i v e a 11 t 'h. e b e n e f i t: o f 

ci o 1t b t t o t h e U n. i v e r s i t y « W i t, h a h i g h s c h o o 1 e d u c a t i o n and as a 

s e c r e t a r y - o f c o u r s e 2 7 y e a r s h ere o f g e 1.1 i n g r a i s e s - I d o . I m a It e 

a nice s a l a r y  for a secretary,

Q : A f e w m i n u t e s y o u t h o u g h. t a u n i v e rsit y w o u 1 d b e m a r v e 1 o u s .

We 11 f r o m what I ; ve heard mos 1: o f i t I guess out h.ere has been.?

A: I think I’ve enjoyed the majority of my stay out here.

B : To what extent, if any, have the various unionizing activities 

on campus been responsible for the increase of these benefits?

A: O k a y  n o w  y o u ’ve asked a real l o a d e d  q u e s t i o n  and 1 5m gonna give 

y o u a r e a 1 1 o a, d e d a n s w e r o k a y , F í. r s t o f f 1 e t m e e x p 1 ain. 1 ? m n o t 

c o v e r e d. u n d e r t he u n i o n b e c au s e o f m y p o s i t i o n a, nd I d o n } t kn o w h o w 

t o de sc r i be t ha 1:. 1 wo r k in t he pre s id e n  t 5 s o f f i ce , I a I s o wo r it f o r 

legal c o u n s e l  and so those two e x e m p t  me from m e m b e r s h i p  or e x c l u d e  

m e I g u e s s , I ' m n o t s u r e w h a t w o r d y o u w a. n t t o u se. f r om me m b e r s h i p 

in the u n i o n « If I we re to 1eave that d e p a r t  men t and go e l s e w h e  r e i n 

m y p o s í. t i o n as a n A d m i. n i s t r a t i v e S e c r e t a r y , s a y ]; w e n t i: o w o r k in one

o f t he sc h o o 1 s , I t h i n k I wou 1 d be siib j e c t t o m e m b e  r sh i p i n t he



uni o n . Tha t wo u 1d no t m ake me happ y be c aus e I do n ’t f e eI 1 ike 

t h e y * v e b e e n a b 1 e t o d o r e a 11 y t h a t mu e h i o r t h e p e o p I e o u t h e r e w i t. h 

one e x c e p t  ion,

I do u n d e r s t a n d  that th.ey ha.ve g o 1 1 e n  for Ci v i  1 Servic.e w h i c h  

we did not ha.ve b e f o r e  , what th e y  ca 11 e x t e n d e d  sick 1.ea.ve ♦ W h e n  

f a c u l t y  you start out a new year y o u ' v e  got 60 c a l e n d a r  days of sick 

leave that are not a c c r u a b  1 e each year . Yo u  5 ve got that. iromed iate I y 

a v a i. 1 ¿i b I e t o y o u a t t h e f i r s t o f e a c h y e a. r I t h i n k ? a n d t. h e n y o u g e 1: 

sick leave b e n e f i t s  that are ac.cruable. You can save up b e n e f i t s  

until you retire, quit, leave, or do whatever. The e x t e n d e d  sick 

1 eave benef i ts a.re s o m e t h i n g that the u n i o n  is r e s p o n s i b  1 e f or 

g e t t i n g  for C ivil Service.

Q: You s t a r t e d  out as a s e c r e t a r y  in the o f f i c e  of S t u d e n t  Affairs. 

A : U m - h m m . I w a, s a r e c e p t i o n i s t ,

Q : I know that yon are an A.dminis t ra,t i ve Sec re t ary in the 

Pres id.ent5 s of f i.ce and a 1 so w o r k  w x t h  Lega. 1. C o u n s e  1 ,

A: Eight, ItTs a dual job.

Q ; Wl-iat o th e r  posi t i.ons have you he 1 d on ca,mpus.

A: None, well 1 s t a r t e d  out as a r e c e p t i o n i s t  in S t u d e n t  A f f a i r s  I 

s t a y e d  in S t u d e n t  A f f a i r s  for a l m o s t  18 years, Stan, S e v e n t e e n  and a 

half years and m o v e d  u p w a r d  until at one p o i n t  I was w o r k i n g  for



t h e ht e a d o f S t u d e n t A f f a i r s w h e t h e r i t b e d e a. n o f s t u d e n t s o r v i c e 

p r e s i d e n t  and t h e y’ve used those t i t l e s  back and fo r t h  for 

twenty'"Seven and a ha.If years,

H o w a r d  I)a.vi s wa.s direc tor w h e n  I was h i r e d  . La.ter on that 

title b e c a m e  D e a n  of S t u d e n t s  and then later on Vice P r e s i d e n t  for 

S t u d e n t  Af f airs and then i t } s j o c k e y e d  b a c k  a.nd f o r t h  * I d i d n  ' t wo r k  

f or Howa,rd , I w o r k e a  in A 1 1 on i o r 0 2 P a r k e r  , 0 s borne Pa.rker .

But being a r e c e p t i o n i s t ,  I also w o r k e d  for C o u n s e l i n g  and 

T e s t i n g , B o u s i n g , a n d S 1 11 d e n t W o r k a n d F i n a n c i a I Ass i s t a, n c e , A 11 o f 

that came out of that same a r e a  and then they s t a r t e d  b r e a k i n g  that 

down into o f f ices as we o p e n e d  the c a m p  11 s out here . I was or i g ina 11 y 

h i r e d  and w o r k e d  in A l t o n  w i t h  some a s s i g n m e n t  do w n  in East St, Louis 

a.nd oeca.siona 11.y h a v i n g  to come to E d w a r d s v i  1 ie . I was a 11 ov e r  .1 ike 

dirt back then . A 1 w a ys wi.thin S t u d e n t  A 1 f airs . A.nd then in 1 98 1 I 

t r a n s f  erred u p s t a i r s  to the p r e s i d e n t 5 s of f i.ce ,

T h e y a b o 1 i s h e d t h e V i c e P r e s i d e n t f o r S t u d e n t A f f a i r s p o s i t, i. o n 

and short of bumping, c a u s i n g  a b u m p i n g  p r o c e s s  w i t h i n  our S t u d e n t  

A f f a i r s are a t h e y f o u n d m e a. n o t, h e r j o b *

Q: Now w o r k i n g  with Legal C o unsel that is out of the p r e s i d e n t’s

o f f i c e ,

A: Right. Yes.

Q : T h a t J s a,n e x t e n s  ion of the p r e s i d e n  1:{ s off ice * We 11 c e r t a  iri 1 y 

that g ives you a br o a d  p e r s p e c t i v e , a b r o a d  v i e w , o f w h a t ’s been 

going on a r o u n d  here.



W h a t  do you c o n s i d e r  have been your g r e a t e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  your 

m ost s u c c e s s  f u 1 a c t i v i t  ies ou t here for eig htee n y e a r s ?

A : 11 was s e v e n t e e n  a n d  a half, . I was t here t h r o u g h  a 11 ki nds

of changes, Was one of the few there t h r o u g h o u t  the changes. You 

know s o m e t i m e s  there w o u l d  be s e c r e t a r i e s  come and go, I will say 

this much. S t u d e n t  a f f a i r s  kept a lot of th e i r  h e l p  for a lot of 

ye a r s  ba c k  then, but th e r e  w e r e  an awful lot of c o m i n g s  and goings, 

But h e l p i n g  to p r o v i d e  c o n t i n u i t y ,  While in S t u d e n t  A f f a i r s  I se r v e d  

for six years in the w h a t  is now the St a f f  Senate. I c h a i r e d  it one 

y earn I w a s a n o f f ice r a c o u p 1. e o f o t h e r yea r s a n d t h a t I c o n s i d e r 

to be p r o b a b l y  the most b e n e f i c i a l  thing, that 1 did for the 

0 n x v e r s i t y  wa.s that six ye a r s  of s e r v i c e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t.he Ci.vi..]..

S e r v i c e , W e w o r k e d re a. 11 y c 1. o s e 1 y w i t h t h e a d m i n. i st r a t  ion t h r o u g h a n 

awf u 1 1ot of th i n g s  that were go i n g  on b a c k  then »

Do you r e m e m b e r  w h e n  we were doing a c h a n g e  in the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  of the U n i v e r s i t y  and t h e y  n a m e d  the big 

c o m m i t t e e  to try to d e c i d e  what we were g o n n a  do w i t h  Jim B r o w n ,

C h i e f o f Board St a f f . I was i n v o 1v e d in helpi n g t o se t u p the 

c o m m i t t e e  tha.t deci.ded h o w  the U n i v e r s i t y  w o u  1 d be a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  1 y 

set up and that was a c h a l l e n g i n g  time, We w e r e  d oing some g r o w i n g  

and some c h a n g i n g  and t h i n g s  used to c hange so rapidly, I w a t c h e d  

so ma n y  changes, but a m a z i n g l y  we e v o l v e d  back, so m a n y  times into 

wha t we ha d  ch.anged. f rom ten y ears b e f o r e  and we * ve gone ba.ck and 

f o r t h w i. t h t h a t .

Q : From m y  po i nt o f v i ew we have be e n do ing t ha t s i nce A u gu. s t o f 

1 9 5 9 ,



A: You’re not far wrong there either*

Q : 11 is an o n g o i n g , c o n s t a n t  r e v a 1u a t i o n  process, . .

A : Yes, It i s ,

Q: ... which I hope; which I trust is proper and positive but let's 

find out from somebody who knows. You mentioned change? changes and 

then I think you said some of the changes kind of brought you hack to 

square one, Have most of those changes been wise and positive in 

your opinion9

A; I think a lot of them have. Now you've got to be aware I 5 m 

gonna display some of my prejudice okay because I’i still a very firm 

s u p p o r t e r o f S t u d e n t A f f a i r s ,

Q : PIe a s e do.

A: When they abolished the vice presidential title back in * 81t I 

thought that was probably one of the biggest mistakes that had been 

made in a long time. Now part of the problem and I won51 dare to try 

to read Earl Lazerson’s mind * but part of the problem was a problem 

with Scully St ikes who was the vice president at that tiie and it1s 

a1ways been my guess that part of the change In Student Af f a irs was 

done because they did not like the way he administered the student 

a f f a i r s p r o g r a m , I w o n ‘‘ t q u arre 1 w i t h t hi a t . I 1 i k e d S c u 1.. 1 y , He w a, s 

probably one of the best bosses from a boss/secretary point of view 

that 1 ever worked for. I probably grew more and was challenged more

{



under him than anybody else that I've worked for in all of these 

years. At least challenged to use my brain and not just my typing 

f ingers,

However, I can understand where some people1 might not have liked 

his style, but I think the recent changes, we}re right back to having 

a vice president for student affairs. It took them a little longer 

than I thought it would but quite frankly 1 thought this would be 

done about five years ago. So I * ve watched that happen and I feel, 

like if they didnf t , you know personal opinion, if they didn’t like 

Scully they should have just simply canned him,

In the long run, I think it was probably somewhat harmful, because 

it led to such a lack of stability at a time when the; students were 

feeding pressure, stress and needed stability and I think the 

student’s at that time, I know they did, felt as though, well who5s 

going to be representing us and most especi.a. 11.y the b 1 ack student,s 

felt that at that time.

W h e t h e r  right or w r o n g  I kn o w  there was some panic and stress 

t hat was v o i c e d  in my p r e s e n c e  by a n u m b e r  of the b l a c k  s t u d e n t s  and 

I think s t u d e n t s  in g e neral felt this as a problem. N o w  they had Dan 

D o e l g e r  as De a n  of S t u d e n t s  and not too long af t e r  that I was gone 

f i*om S t u d e n t  Af fairs , He h i r e d  C onnie E o c k i n g h a,m . They had her come 

in as a s s i s t a n t  d e a n  and I think the s t u d e n t s  f airly q u i c k l y  

r e a l i z e d  they were not w i t h o u t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on c a m p u s , W e *re not 

w i t h o u t  an a d m i n i s t r a t o r  w h o ’s here to serve our ne e d s  as well as 

d i sc ip11.nary needs which they don5 t 1 ike to remember .



Another big mistake, personal opinion only, was hiring Barbara 

T e t e r s . A n d a in a z i n g 1 y I s e r v e d a s the s e c r e t a. r y t o t h e S e a r c h 

Committee on that, I think that was a very disruptive time that the 

University maybe didn51 need and I could be wrong. I may be proven 

wrong glven history,

Q: Now yoitve opened up as I rather expected you would some very

interesting doors, Scully Stikes and Constance Rockingham and you 

have mentioned black students-"' how would you evaluate the 

significant efforts of this University to be successful in their 

relations with black students? Have we done a pretty good job?

A: iCd have to give the University a very high rating from my own

personal standpoint. I think the University has attempted in it?s 

many areas to serve the black, student as well as they have served 

white students. I think all students on. a basically equal level,

1cm sure that you could find a black student or maybe many who 

would disagree with that statement, but I think basically all in all 

out of the twenty-seven and a half years 1. have to say 1 think the 

U n i v e r s i t y h a s p r o b a b 1 y in a d e m o r e s t r i d e s t h a n o t h e r i n s t i tu t i o n s of 

higher education and in the corporate wor 1 d as well...

Q : Did you ever have anything to do with the BSA - the Black 

Stud.ent Associ.ation?

A ; Yes 1 did. Um-hmm. Yes I did. Very much. As a. matter of fact 

one time I was an honorary member which was a joke,



I was active, well not active, but I was i n v o l v e d  wi t h  BSA as 1 was 

w i t h  m a n y  of the s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t hough I wasn? t. involved, with 

th e m  on a day to day basis. Two of my bosses, b o t h  vice presidents,- 

K a. m o n W i 11 i. a m s o n b e i n g t h e o t h e r a n d S c u 11 y S11. k e s w e r e b 1 a. c k a. n d 

w e r e v e r y a c t i v e i n t h e i r s u p p o r t o f b 1 a c k s t u d e n t s a n d t h e r e f o r e 

ve r y  i n v olved w i t h  BSA at times and s o m e t i m e s  on a n e g a t i v e  level 

too .

I.' f t h e y f e 11 B S A w a s g e 11 i n g a 1 i 111 e c a r r i e d a w a. y w a n t i n g t o 

swing the other direction then they would caution and discipline them 

if necessary and try to give soie 1evel to their approaches and not 

up s and down s . You know e ve ryth i ng c an 5’t be a,t the pe ak o f a 

mountain. Nor should we immediately dive into a valley therefore BSA 

was in and out of the office a great deal and so many of the 

presidents and I can not think of a single name of a BSA president 

off the top of my head. 1*11 go home tonight and think of a dozen of 

t h e m ,

I can r e m e m b e r  some of the o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  t h ough that we were 

i n v o l v e d  in it. But Ben Quill i ft n was on campus, and I think Ben 

was ma,ybe w h a t 5 s now H u m an R e s o u r c e s  , A.f f i.rmat ive Act ion back then .

At any rate 1 was going to make G l o r i a  J u m p e r , our r e c e p t i o n i s t ,  her 

b i r t h d a y  was c o m i n g  up and I was go i n g  to, b e c a u s e  she 1 oved sweet 

p o t a t o  pie. We had r a i s e d  sweet p o t a t o e s  that p r e v i o u s  fall so I 

s a id, he y I g o t swee t po t a t o e s a t home . I f 11 ma, k e her a c oup 1 e o f 

sweet potato pies i n stead of a cake and e v e r y b o d y  a g r e e d  they t h o u g h t  

t ha t w a s a goo d id e a .



Ben QuillIan made the comment to me, oh come on lady, he says a 

w)iite person can't' kidding of course, a white person can't make a 

decent sweet potato pie. and I said now listen I was horn and raised 

in the south and I * ve eaten sweet potato pie all my life and I'm

o 1 der tha.n you are ,

He said that he wanted a piece of this pie in order to judge and 

he was kidding around and he laughed and walked out. Well of course 

when I brought the pie, I cut a wedge and took it up to him and he 

sent me back a letter confirming that I was, he was the advisor to 

B S A , a, n d h e c o n f i r me d 1:- h a t I qu a, 1 i f i e d t ha t I q u a 1. i f i e d t o be c o ine a n 

honorary member of the BSA,

Q : That3s good to have recorded. Very important to have recorded

f r o in s o m e b o d y w h o w a. s o n t h e f i r i n g 1 i n e .

A: Talk about firing line, the black students took a great 

exception to the reaction to Kent State because just prior to that 

■ t h e y h a, d h a d a. s i m i 1 a r p r o b 1. e m a t J a. c k s o n , M iss. w i. t h s t udet i t s t a k i n g 

over in the administration building and one of the students was shot* 

Our black students were very aggravated that white a meric a, did not 

respond to that situation and yet when white students were shot at 

Kent we - everybody went nuts. So the black students minded that 

v e r y , v e r y m u. c h .

There were a 1 of of ha.rsh fee 1 ings, animosities in the ear.1 y 

7 0s that we dealt with or early to mid 70s. A lot, of them came 

through our office. I think that's another reason I was so involved 

at one time with BSA,



Q ; N o w I e t 5 s m o v e o n t o t h e a p p r o x i m a 1: e 1 y t e n y e a r s I g a t h e r

yoiiJve b e e n  in v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  of the ;presIdent. i s of f 1 ce *

A : P r e 11 y mu c h d o i n g e x. a c 11 y w h a t I ? m d o i n g n o w ,

Q : W i t h L e g a 1 C o u n s e 1 .

A : U m -  h mm, Leg si 1 C o u ne 1 a. n d Chu c k M e c u m i s t  h e p reside n t ' s 

assi stant and I *ve worked for him and for John Gilbert and his 

c o11eagaes.

Q ; What do you f e e 1 foest about that you have a c c o m p 1 i shed in the

Pres i d ent 5 s o f fice in genera 1?

A: There5 s a terrific amount of work that conies out of that officer

and and I 5ve helped in that aspect of hopefully keeping the day to 

day running of the upper level administration, secret a r i ally keeping 

t h a t :r u nni n g . 0 n a p e r s o n a. 1 1 e v e 1 I c a n 11 s a y t h a t I ’ v e r e a 11 y d o n e 

a n y g r o w i n g d u r i n g t h a t t i m e .

T h ere is one p r o j e c t t h a t w e d. i d a. f ew ye a r s ago, I d on * t k n o w 

if you 1ve ever seen the policies and procedures books of SIDE, These 

are two 1 a.rge binders and. they 5 re 6 or 700 pages 1 ong . I he 1 ped 

produce that.

Q : If I ever did see one I * in sure it would have exhausted me just

looking at it.



A: It is just n o t h i n g  but p ages and p ages and p a g e s  of p o l i c i e s  

that a f f e c t  the U n i v e r s i t y  and itCs u p d a t e d  quarte r l y .  Now Ch u c k  

M e c u. m i s t h e o n e r e s p o n s i b 1 e for p u 1 1 i n g t o g e t h e r a 1 1 o f t, h e p o 1. i. c i e s 

that ha.ve been be 1 ng p r o d u c e d  s ince 195 7 „

At any rate af ter he wen.t to w o r k  in the presiden.t * s ox f ice as 

t h e p r e s i d e n t J s a s s i s t, a n 1: t h a t w a s o n e o f t. h e c h o r e s g i v e n t o h i m a n d 

h e p u 11 e d t o g e t h e r e v e r y p o I i c y w r i 11 e n f r o m w h a t e v e r s o u r c e d e a I i n g 

w i t h  the U n i v e r s i t y  in general; not i n d i vidual school internal 

o p e r a t  ing p r o c e d u r e s  and stuff l ike that b e c a u s e  that we don * t get 

inv o l v e d  in. Your school has i t ’s own o p e r a t i n g  p a p e r s  and t h a t’s up 

to your school. We d o n ’t p r o d u c e  those.

Q : You we r e  o h v i o n s  1 y in.vo.1 ved in th.is .

A: Yes, I did all of the t yping on that and p u t t i n g  it on a word 

p r o c e s s o r  and then I do the q u a r t e r l y  u p d a t e s  as he p r o d u c e s  from 

Cu r r  i c u 1um C o u n c i l , W e 1 fare Co u n c  i1, w h a t e v e r * If they p r o d u c e  

p o l i c i e s  that a f f e c t  a n e w  or c h a n g e  an old p o l i c y  them w e f re 

in v o l v e d  in the u p d a t i n g  of the p o l i c y  books.

Q : Wha.t goes on in the Lega 1 C o u u s e  1 o f f ice ? What i s your wo r k

there? W h a t  does go on?

A : O k a y t h e y a, re bas i c a. 11 y h e r e t o a d v i s e t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e

officers in the administration of the University. In other words 

they?re not here to provide legal assistance or legal advice for 

p e r s o n n e 1 f o r p e r s o n a 1 k i n d s o f t h I ngs e T hey a d v i s e t. îi e p r e s i d e n t , 

and the vice presidents, whomever those people say well listen John



o r I) e b b i e o r w h o e v e r y o u k n o w w e w o u 1 d 1 i k e y o u t o a d v i s e S t a n 

K i. m b a. 1 1 o n o f r f c v a. m p u s c I a s s work, T h e n t h e y g i v e t h e i r I e g a I 

adv i c e  wh i c h  can be p r e v e n t i v e  or c o r r e c t i o n a l  or w h a t e v e r  in the 

terms of r u n n i n g  of the University,

Q i S o i t w o u i d h e f o r t o p 1 e v e 1 a d m i n i s t r a t i v e V n 1 v e r s i t y w i d e 

legal p o s i t i o n  as a g a i n s t  any s p e c i f i c  positions,

Q : I t h i n k w e u s e d t o h a v e f u 11 t i m e L e g a .1 0 o u n s e I. , N o w I

u n d e r s t a n d  it *s p r e 1 1 y  muc h  on d e m a n d .

A : 11 ha.s been for a number of years , We had f u 11 time 1 egai 

counse.1 the last time when Larry French was here which wou 1 d be

before my m o v i n g  upstairs* He was the g e n t l e m a n  that was ki l l e d  in a 

c a r a, c c i. d e n t I b e .1 i eve,

Y;j, ■ -11 >t y e s *

A : And at that po int th e y  dec ided to move to h aving part t ime 1e g a 1 

co u n s e l  and they ha v e  a c o n t r a c t u a l  a g r e e m e n t  with the law firm Reed 

A r m s t r o n g  to serve as legal c o n s u l t a n t  to the U n i v e r s i t y ,

Q I W h a t h a- v e b e e n s o m e o f y o u r g r e a t e s t f r u s t r a t i o n s h e r e o v e r

t h e y e a r s ?



A: At one time I made a c o m m e n t  that I was g r e a t l y  c h a l l e n g e d  in my 

p o s i t i o n  w h i c h  was a good c h a l lenge. I gr e w  In a p o s i t i o n  s t a r t i n g

as ii receptionist. and grew in to , 1 w o u I d  i ike to th ink:, be in.g an 

a. d m i n ist r a t i v e  sec re t ary , a. 1. mos t a n a d id i n i s t r a. 1 1 v e ass is t a n t , b ix t. n o t 

in actua,I ity , to the V i c e  Pres ident £or Stndent. Af f a.irs .

X was c h a l l e n g e d  to the p o i n t  of growth. I w a n t e d  to grow, I 

w a n t e d  to learn, I w a n t e d  to expand. I w a n t e d  to do t h i n g s  w i t h  a 

h i g h e r  .1.evel of r e s p o n s  1 bi 1 ity and t aking and 1 iving w 11h that 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , The m o v e m e n t  in the last ten or t w e l v e  years (this 

may go back to w h e n  Shaw started) has b e e n  to rely more u p o n  the 

p r o f e s s i o n a, 1 s a n d y o u r s 1:, a f f , y o u k n o w y o u r p r o f e s s i o n a I t 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  staff, rely more on your faculty,

Civi 1 S e r v i c e  are hired h a s i c a  1 1.y to do the ir funct ion and 

that * s all. and t h a t f s like type w o r k  if you are a s e c r e t a r y  and so 

forth, I have felt in the last ten or so y ears that I really have 

not done any growing. If a n y t h i n g  I have reduced, arid now quite 

f ran.k 1 y , Stan , I.’m at times a. g l o r i f  ied t y p i s t  and tha.t5 s 

f r u s t r a t i n g  a, f t, e r ha v i n. g bee n i n t he wo r k w o r ].. d for1 t h i r t, y s o me o d d 

y e a r s ,

T h a t ’s a f r u s t r a t i n g  thing for me, I had not r e a l i z e d  that was 

going to c h a n g e  ? and I l iked what I was d o i n g  before. I liked the 

h i g h e r  level of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and I liked f e eling valuable, not just 

useful but va 1.liable , a,nd I ! m not too sure that X feel th.at was a Iot

o f t h e 1 1 m. e a n. y m ore,

Q ; Wh.at an excei 1 ent c o m p a r  ison , usef u 1 and v a luable . A n y t h i n g

o I s e a. 1 o n g t h .1 s f r u s t. r a. t i o n 1 i n e ?



A: I know we've d o n e  a n u m b e r  of staff cuts in the last few ye a r s

and of c o urse b u d g e t  is a big p r o b l e m  out here. B u d g e t  is a. 

f r u s t r a t i o n  for me, but not as p o i n t e d  to the U n i v e r s i t y .  The 

1 o 1 1 e r y  was e s t a b 1 ished to p r o v i d e  funding f or e d u c a t i o n  and then o f 

c o u r s e  the leg i s i a t u r e  , p o w e r s  that be, d e c i d e d  th e y  wou 1.d put tha t 

o v e r  1 n the g e n e r a  1 f und and I'm ha r d  p r e s s e d  to b e l i e v e  that a 1.1 o f 

the i. o 11e ry funds go t<3 e d u c a t  ion i n add i 1 1 on to wha.t we need.ed 

be f o r e  w h i c h  was the w a y  I t hink the p u b l i c  u n d e r s t o o d  it. That * s a 

P e r s o n a 1 f r u s t r a t i o n o f nr i n e .

Q : If that l o t t e r y  m o n e y  does go to educat i o n ,  o t h e r  mon i e s  that

u s e d t o g o t o e d u. c a 1 1 o n d o n s t ,

A: Tha t ' s  right and t h a t ’s not the way I think that the g e neral 

p u b I i c u n d e r s t. o o d i t .

Q ; No,

A: That *s a g i a n t  f r u s t r a t i o n  for me b e c a u s e  I have w a t c h e d  some of 

the  c u t s  and some o f  t h e  ha.rd . sh ip s  i f  y ou  w 111 t h a t  h a ve  o c c u r r e d  o u t  

here and ov e r  the J.ast n u m b e r  of yea,rs and. t h i n k  to myse 1 f they we re 

t o t a 1 1y u nne c e s s a r y . N o w  I r e a l i z e  that h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  is not the 

on 1 y f undi.ng that was s u p p o s e d  to be done , I f ind that we * re 

b a s i c a l l y  d e c r e a s i n g  and that r e a l l y  a g g r a v a t e s  me.

Q : when I came here in * 59 the state of I l l i n o i s  was one of the

top s tates in s u p p o r t  of education. M o w  we’re down in the 40s 

s o m e p 1 a c e >



H o w a b o u t s o m e o f y o u r b e s t , h a p p i e s t m e m o r i e s ?

A: Oh, god there are so m a n y  at. times. I t hink some of my happiest,

m e m o ri.es just s i m p i y  inval ve k n o w i n g  the p e o p  1 e out here * pe o p l e  fchat

are he r e  now, pe o p I. e t h a t a re go n e a. n d n o t only gone f r o m t h e 

U n i v e r s i t y  but gone from the world,

Q i \ e s •

A; We have lost so many. Bob Prosi.se being one of th e m  yesterday, 

not that he passed away yester d a y ,  but they did his m e m o r i a l  s e rvice 

and it was t ruly a m o v i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  I had k n o w n  Bob quite well.

Some of my fu n n i e s t  m e m o r i e s  involve; s t a n d i n g  in my wi n d o w  at 

S t u d e n t  A f f a i r s  and mine was on the o u t s i d e  facing the U n i v e r s i t y  

Center- R e m e m b e r  wh e n  the s t r e a k e r s  were on c a m p u s ?  I had e v e r y b o d y  

in my off ice . I was the most p o p u l a r  woman, on the sec o n d  floor of 

Ren die man b u i l d i n g  b e c a u s e  my w i n d o w  l ooked out and they could w a t c h  

the s t r e a k e r s  come through, I fm like, w o u l d  you p e o p l e  get out of 

here and leave me alone b e c a u s e  I t h o u g h t  the w h o l e  s u bject was not 

on 1.y f u n n y  but r i d I c u  1 ous ,

One ye a r  in the wi.nter time « I had d r a w n  my d r a p e s  artd was 

l o o k i n g  out b e c a u s e  it was s n o w i n g  and w e ’ve got one of the most 

b e a u t i f u l  c a m p u s e s  in the w o r l d  out here e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  it is 

s n o w i n g  if you d on*t have to w a l k  in it or d r i v e  in i t , 1 hap p e n e d  

to 1 ook out the w i n d o w  a.nd the s t u d e n t s  were h a v i n g  a. snowba. 11 f ig h 1 

in f ront of the center* and i t had kind of d ied down a 1. i 1 1 .1.e b i t .

Just then John R e n d l e m a n  who was our p r e s i d e n t  and had been for ma y b e  

a c o u p  1 e of years at that p o i n t  and w h o e v e r  was w i t h  him had coine



wal king out of R e n d l e m a n  b u i l d i n g  arid around the c o r n e r  and were 

g oing into the front of the Center. I don * t k n o w  w h y  he d i d n ' t  cut 

a c r o s s  the back d o o r , but he came out the front that day and he made 

the turn and s t a r t e d  toward the front door and s o m e b o d y  hit h i m right 

in ti le b a c k  of the head w i t h  a s n o wball and X t h o u g h t  w o o p s . I 

w o n d e r  if that kid knows who that was.

He did. John tu r n e d  a r o u n d  and s t a r t e d  the b i g g e s t  sn o w b a l l  

fight you have ever seen in your e n t i r e  life and here he is d r e s s e d  

to the ni n e s  o b v i o u s l y  go i n g  to a m e e t i n g  and he had on one of his 

real ly n i c e , nice suits you know and h e 5s out th e r e  thr o w i n g  

snowba 11 s worse t h an the s t u d e n t s  were, Ho 1.1 ering 1 ike mad, He 

so u n d e d  like a kid out there and I was s i t t i n g  up in my of f i c e  just 

crying, It was - he was so funny in all of it, I c a u g h t  him in the 

bi? iId 1 ng Iate r and I said do you have to go home and c h a n g e  cI o t h e s  

and he says no but I a bout froze my b l a n k  off in that, meeting, I 

t h ought that was just a neat m e m o r y  that day.

Q: Some others?

A: I d o n ’t known I had tried to r e a l l y  t hink of some and a g a i n

mo s t  of them, i n v o l v e d  the pe o p l e  out here that 1 have k n o w n  be c a u s e  J 

think p r o b a b l y  that *s one of the n i c e s t  e x p e r i e n c e s  I * ve had is a lot 

of the p e o p l e  that I have met out here,

You know a n o t h e r  funny m e m o r y  I 1ve got. A c o u p l e  of years ago 

you were i n v o 1ved in it s111 ing at the 1 un c h  fable

Q: Now, now be careful, Peggy



A : Y o ii k n o w t, h a t i:, a b i e t S t a n . T h e y h a d j u s 1: h a d one of t h e 

infamous d e b a t e s  of the presidential, c a n d i d a t e s  and D a v i d  H u n t l e y  

said t he nex t d a y a t 1. u n c h > we 11 , I t h i nk we h ave see n o u r n e w 

P r e s ident last n i g h t * and y o u i o o ked up and wi t h  a very 1 arge 

h e a r t f e 11 sigh s a id * oh dea r G o d I ho p e  n o t, ? and I o f c o u rse j u s t 

a b o u t s w a l l o w e d  ray pi a. t e b e c ause it c r a c k e d  me u p so X ag r e e  d v e r y 

much and I fi g u r e d  o b v i o u s l y  we must have a g r e e d  in at least, that 

time in p o l i t i c a l  v i e w p o i n t . I we n t  home and I told my h u s b a n d  ab o u t  

i t that n.ight and he s t r a n g l e d  .

He l a u g h e d  so hard and I 5ve n e v e r  seen him laugh like that, but 

it was the first tíme I had ever seen David H u n t l e y  s p e e c h l e s s  and I 

think that was the o t h e r  thing I app r e c i a t e d ,

Q : Th 1 b ta.bJ e y ou m e n t ioned, we ca, 11 it the P i ranIta Tab 1 e ,

A : I 7 v e n e v e r he a r d  i t c a 1.1 e d t h a. t .

Q: I like to call if the l o ngest running, f l o a t i n g  c r a p  game on 

c a m p u s ,

A: It could be that t o o .

Q: But it's f i f t e e n  years old at least and p e o p l e  come and go,

? h e r e ' s a. h a r d c o re , b u t a 11 k i n d s of pe o p i e f r o m a 11 k i. n d s o f 

d i sc ipI ines and of f ice dr if t in a,nd out * F o r- me a n y w a y  i t * s o ne o f 

m y m o s t. p ].. ea s a  n t , I 5 m t h e re ever y d ay . I t 5 s o n e o i m y in o s t p 1 e a s a n t 

e x p e r i e n c e s ,  1 3m glad you m e n t i o n e d  it. It s h o u l d  be noted 

s o m e w h e r e .



W ; A I i 111 e j o ke I ' 1 1 s h a re w i t h you . I w i 11 s ome t i me s re f e r t o i t. 

as my main c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  the real w o r l d  and the p e o p l e  that, h e a r  me 

s a y o h K i m b a 11. a, r e y o u i n t. r o u b 1 e i f 1: h i s i s y o u r m a :L a c o n n e c t i o n 

w i t h the re a 1 wo r I d .

A: T h e y  c o u l d  have a good point, Stan,

Q ; 1 5 m a f ra id th ey d o ,

A: You know some of the p e o p l e  that sit d o w n  at that table and some 

of the d i 3c u s s i o n s  and of c o a r s e  I 5 m not there e v e r y  d a y , but w h e n  1 

have been there have been some of the n e a t e s t  d i s c u s s i o n s .

0: Yes.

A : S o ioe tha.t. you know I wa 1 k a w a y  th i.nk i.ng 0 h my God we 3 re i n

t r o u b l e  and o t h e r s  I go away w i t h  a funny feeling, a sad feeling you

know w h a t e v e r  but t h e r e’s one thing about it, t h e r e 5s not a sou] that

s .11s down. at tha.t table that d o e s n  J t ge t, th e i r  mi.nd s t r e t c h e d  i n one 

w a. y o r another. 1 e n j o y i. t w h e n I d o s i t d o w n t h e r e ,

Q: Well we e n j o y  h a v i n g  you. T here 5s the u n w r i t t e n  law that

no thi ng ever i s repea.ted and we get. qui te c a n d i d  a.nd qu i t.e cr i t ica 1

but I've n ever kn o w n  anyone who r e g r e 1 1 e d  be i n g  c a n d i d  and t h a t 1s 

i m p o r t a n t .



A : Yea.h and I t h i n k  that * s s o m e t h i n g  that ha.s to be und e r s t o o d  w h e n 
yon sit d o w n  t h e r e , Stan, and you. know that 5 s s o m e t h i n g  I've al w a y s  

f e .1 t: th o ugh a.nd I ne ver f e 1 1 thre a.t e n e d  w h e n  I s a. t d own t h e re 

w h a t e v e r  I said was just that. I t ’s what I had to say and that it 

w a s n '' t g o i n g t o c o m e b a c k s o m e d a y  a n d c u t m y t h r o a t .

Q : L e t 5 s g e t a. w o m a. n 5 s o p i n i o n o f a w o m a n k n o w n a s B a r b a r a,

Te te rs .

A: O h h h h . One word?

Q ; Weil l e t !s start with one word*

A: Disaster, And see a few years ago b e f o r e  I c h a n g e d  my ways, 

Stan, I w o u l d  have said a whole lot worse than that. She a b s o l u t e l y  

h a,d n o i n t. e r p erso rs a 1 re 1 a. t i on sh i p s k i. 1 1. s wha, t so e ve :r = W fie n s he 

d e c i d e d  s o m e t h i n g  s h o u l d  be done, do it and. if she got mad about 

some thi ng god. f o r b id i f yo u  we r e  the f irst p e r s o n  to wa 1 k by he r 

1:.; e c. a s.j. s e s h. e was j u s t a, s a. p t t o d. e c a p i t a t e y o u a s t o .1. o o k a, t y o u .

I * v e h e a, r d h e t m a. n y times j u s t 1 i tera 11 y y e .11 , s c r e am * a n d c u s s a t 

s o m e b o d y  s t a n d i n g  in the o f fice and t h i n k i n g  to any self and you know 

what my l a n g u a g e  used to be like I mean you. know it used to be 

p retty bad, but I can say that she even e m b a r r a s s e d  me b e c a u s e  at

1 eas t there are t imes w h e n  you do th i n g s  1 i ke tit.at and you a.Iwa.ys , i f 

you do, you do It in privacy. Y o u  d on't do it w here e v e r y b o d y  that 

w a 1 k s o n t h e t h i r d f 1 o o r of the R e n d I e ni a n b u i 1 d i n g <3 an he a. r you a. n d



e s pec i a.11 y i f yo u ; re go i ng to a d dress a 8 1a.f f p e rson and d ::L sc :i pi i n <:• 

y o 11 d o n 5 t do i t ou t i n the f r ont o f f ice and I ’ve w a t c h e d  her do tha t 

a few times*

One time I r e f u s e d  to do s o m e t h i n g  bec a u s e  it was c o n t r a r y  to 

what my boss had given me s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on how to do and so 

she said no I wo u  1 d. r a t h e r  you d i d n  ' t do it this w a y  » P e g g y  . I wa.nt 

you to do it this way and I said, but he was v e r y  s p e c i f i c  that I had 

to fo 11 ow these steps and 1! unde rstood why he to 1 d me to do i t that 

w a y a n d she r e a. r e d b a. c k t o her f u 11. h e i g h t and s a i d d o yon k n o w w h o

I am? And I said yes m a J a m . And she e x p e c t e d  me to go further and I 

didrht, It just r e a l l y  d i s m a y e d  her and she said I Oil talk to your 

boss. And I said he'll be in. t o m o r r o w  at 1.0:00 am if y o u ’d Like me 

to have h .1.m call you. It made her so mad she could have l i t e r a l l y  

t h r o t t l e d  me * She t a l k e d  to him and he says well she was f o l lowing 

i n s t r u c t i o n s  and that was the end of the c o n v e r s a t i o n  as far as he 

was c o n c e r n e d *

S he j us t f e 1 t 1 i ke he r wo rd shou 1 d be 1 aw a,t a 1 1 t ime s . The re 

w e r e  times when it should be, but she was a v e r y  hard lady to work 

w i t h  and I w a t c h e d  her t r e a t m e n t  of a lot of p eople and I d i d n v t  like 

that. Now I have heard that p e o p l e  say that they thought she was 

h i r e d t o do a hate he t j o b a n d t h a. t could b e . I d  o n 51. k n o w ,

Q: Were you involved, in r e l a t i n g  the U n i v e r s i t y  to the c o m m u n i t y

a.nd if so p l e a s e  c o m m e n t ?

A : Are you t a 1 k i n g o n a. for m a. 1 I eve 1, S t a n , o r j u st rnyse 1 f a. s a. n 

e m p  1 oyee and my re 1 a.t :i. ng of the U n i v e r s  i tv that wa.y ?



y : We 1I I n y ou r , as a.n empI oye e ye s * 1 d on t know whe th e r y c> u. r

o f f i c e s e v e r  wo r ke d w i t,h the c osmu n :L t y ,

A : T h e r e  we re c o m m u n  i ty servi ce prog ra.ms withi n the S t udent

A f f a, i r s off i c e a n d n a t u r a i 1 y i n t h e p r e s i d e n. t ■ s o f f i c e . However'', I

Pe r sona. 1 1 y d i d no t go out and make an a d d r e s s  to a cominun i ty g roup o r

some th i- ng 1 i ke tha.t. H o w e v e r  you knok I t h ink we a. 1.1 r e 1 a.te the

lin i ve r s i ty to the commijn i. ty by our ve ry act ions and how we f ee 1 a.i:»ou 1:

L h e li n i. v e :r s i. t y a :n d s o f o r t h.,

Qt Okay, So then in a genera]., sense*

A: Um-hmm.

Q: In the O f f i c e  of S t u d e n t  A f f a i r s  In p a r t i c u l a r  to w h a t  e xtent 

were you involved w i t h  w o r k i n g  with the e d u e a t i o n a l 1 y d e p r i v e d 9

A i At one time with, the D e p a r t m e n t  of V o c a t i o n a l  Re h a b  i 1 i ta t i on .

There are o t h e r  areas too, I worked, in C o u n s e l i n g  and T e s t i n g  which 

wa.s part of s t udent affairs*

I w a s I. n v o I v ed in t e s t i ng stude n t s of v a. r i ous cap a c i t i e s . 

I n c l u d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  deprived, We w o r k e d  r a t h e r  c l o s e l y  with 

La.rry Ta 1 ia.na and Boh D a u g h t e r y  in the a d v i s e i e n t  of f ice ba,ck then in 

heI ping thein to evalua,te s t u d e n t s  ,

A d m i t ting fo r m e r  pris o n i n m a t e s w a s a lit 1 1. e b i t d i f f e r e n t - 

I)ea 1 ing wi.th them was a 1 i 1 1 1 e bit d i f f e r e n t  back in the 60s a.nd 70s 

t han it w o u l d  be just your s t a n d a r d  s t u d e n t  c o m i n g  in.



(¿i T o wh a t e x t e n t. w e r e these e f f o r t s  s u c c e s s f u 1 ? 0 r t o w h a. t e x i e 11 i, 

do you feel good a bout your part of the p r o g r a m  ?

A i We 1 1 1 f e 1 1 I ike any t.h i.n.g tha t was a 1 1 e m p t  ecl a.t 1 eas t e i the r 

w o r k e d  or e v o l v e d  into a w o r k i n g  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  they w e r e  h e l p i n g  

s t u d e n t s *

1 ’d have to say that I felt good a b o u t  that and there are some 

s t u d e n t s  w h o  were he 1.ped to he a d m i 1 1 e d  to the U'n.iversify who d i d n 51 

s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e  a d e g r e e  but I * in not sure 1 c o u l d n’t call them 

a. s u c c e s s i n. s p i t e o f t h a t .

Q: O v e r a l l  what c o n t r i b u t i o n s  do you feel the U n i v e r s i t y  has made 

t o c> u r a, r e a ?

A; Some of our local school s y stems were not t e r r i b l y  good, I was 

so glad to see that the U n i v e r s i t y  made a move. I'm sorry , the 

state ma.de a move to do some s t a n d a r d i s i n g  of r e q u i r e m e n t s  so that 

school s y s t e m s  had to start using q u a l i t y  f a c u l t y . The U n i v e r s i t y  

took a n u m b e r  of raps. I donht know if you e v e r  read the Alton 

Telegraph v e r y  m u c h  or not, but the e d i t o r i a l  page used to just tear 

thi s ins t i tut ion up about e v e r y  c h a n c e  they go t . Butt I tIt.ink the 

un i ve rs i ty has he 1 p e d  in ma.k: ing p e o p  1 e real ize how .1 rnporta,nt 

e d u c a t i o n  is.

Q : To w h a t  e x t e n t  has the c o mmun i t y  in w h i c h  we a.re Ioca.ted ,

Bdwa.rd.svi. 1 le , how we 1 come a.nd how have th e y  r e c e i v e d  u.s in your 

opinion. over 1:he y e a r s ?



A: w h e n  they s t a r t e d  building' this i m m e d i a t e  c ampus in E d w a r d s v  i i .1 e

i think in. A 1 ton a.nd East St, Louis they were p r o b a b  1 y we 1 c omed ,

B e a r i n g i n m i nd t h a 1: i n 7 5 7 I was j u s t c o m i n g out of h i g h s c h o o I a n d 

not t e r r i b l y  aware of t o w n - g o w n  kinds of tilings. When I we n t  to work 

f o r t h e U n i. v e r s i t y in * 63 t he re la t i o n s h i p w a s no t good . 0 f c o u r s e 

t h r e were p e o p 1 e w h o d i a n o t w a n t t o give up t h e i r I a n d s a. n. d t h i s 

c r eated so®e bad fee .1.1. ngs , I t h i n k a 1 so E d w a r d s  v i 1.1 e w as In f 1 u e n c ed 

by those people,

The U n i v e r s i f y  , as you know one of ou.r big m a i n  o b j e c t i v e s  t one 

of the m a j o r  p o r t i o n s  of our m i s s i o n  s t a t e m e n t  is s e r v i c e  to the

1 o c a I c <3 m m u n i t y , t o our s u r r o u n d i n g regi o n . I d o n ' t t h i rt k a n y b o d y 

cou 1 d f au 11 the U n i v e r s i  ty tha,t i t, ha s n  J t heen .

Q: A n y t h i n g  else you. w o u l d  like to add to the record on any of the 

q u e s t i o n s  I have asked or any q u e s t i o n s  you w ould like to address?

A: I have n e v e r  lost my p ride in the fact that I w o r k  here, I am

p roud of t,h«;? Uni. vers 1.1y and I J m p r o u d  of i. t ? s a c c o m p  1.i.shhients . T h e re 

are n e g a t i v e  a s p e c t s  I t h i n k  to a n y t h i n g  in. life. You can c e r t a i n l y  

1. o o k f o r i;, hem, ¥ o u can dwell on them a.n d t here are t i mes whe n I do 

dwell, on them, but I * ve never, a g a i n  1 repeat, 1 } ve n ever lost my 

pvide in worki.ng for the lini.versity nor my pride in w h a t  it has 

a c c o m p l i s h e d  in. this area and I t h i n k  that p r o b a b l y  if we tell people 

w i t h  a. c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  of pr i d e  , I w o r k  at. SIU , or we; have a. kind 

c o m m e n  t t o ina ke abo u t t h e Un i vers i t y a s o u r e sup I o y e r I t h i n k i t o n 1 y 

re fl e e t s  w e 1 1 o n t he U n ive rs i t y ♦



Q : Peggy, as an i n t e r v i e w e r  Iet me stress that your posi t i ve 

cornine n t s a.re be I i. e v a.b 1 e b e c a u s e  y ou hav e bee n cand I d a.nd po i nt ed o u t 

t h a t a. s 1 n a 11 w a l k s  o f 1 i f e t here are p r o b I ems . O t h e r w i s  e i f y o u 

it a cl been M i s s Swee t ness a n d L i g h t a. nd L i 1 1 1 e M i s s I d o n ’ t. k n o w w h a. t , 

we w o u l d  tend to d i s m i s s  all of your s t a t e m e n t s  as just s o m e t h i n g  you 

wanted to say th.a,t was nice b e cause y ou 5 re on tape,

A: If you 5d have g o t t e n  that kind of a response, you * d have kn o w n  

a u t o m a t i c a. 11 y I was n ’ t, t h e one i n t h e r o o m speak j. n g . C a. n d i. d i. s a .11 I 

kn o w  how to be as you well know.

Q : well t h a t fs why, Miss P eggy Kohler, you are in my o ffice right 

now, Weil what can I say e x c e p t  I thank you. The U n i v e r s i t y  thanks 

you and who knows off into the future w h e n  we are both away who's 

go i n g  to be into this stuff and so t hanks for c o m i n g  over Peggy»

A: T h a n k  you. You *re welcome, T hanks for i n viting me* When I got 

your l e t t e r  I t h o u g h t  I dorr t b e lieve this, I like this.

Let me ask you a questi.on you * ve got d o w n  her?? if you couid 

1. n t erv iew one o r twc? ot her pe o p  1 e who w o u  1 d I suggest«,

.I’m t h i n k i n g  in terms of p e o p l e  who have been, out here p rior to 

the opening. T h r o u g h  all of the mud. I forgot about all of the mud. 

Ho w  c ould I forget a bout that. God, I r e m e m b e r  the o p e n i n g  day of 

thi s c a m p u s  . I r e m e m b e r  that f irst wint.er w i t h  snow up to the nose 

a t o ne po 1. n t . A s a. m a 1 1  e r o f f a.c t t ha t was t he se c o n d  t i. me t he y iiad 

eve r c l o s e d  the U n i ve rs i t y .



W h e n  I w o r k e d  at Alton, that very November, well tour days 

b e f o r e  my wedding, John F. K e n n e d y  was k i l l e d  and they c l o s e d  the 

Un ) versi ty at that time. They sal d that was the f ir st 1 1 me 1 1 had 

ever been c l o s e d  and by golly snow cl o s e d  it the s e c o n d  time b e cause 

we had snow that was well h a l f w a y  up my l e g s , Of c o u r s e  I know that 

any other1 p e r s o n  that knows me w o u i d  say but t h a t 5 s not very fa,r so

I * I I say 1.1 ►

But at any rate I was t h i n k i n g  in terms of V e r n i t a  - i t’s now 

V e r n i t a  D e l l a p e . V e r n i t a  s t arted out here in '64 and she was in a few 

o t h e r capa,cit ies . C o n m e  Gray,

Q: I J m glad you m e n t i o n e d  Connie, I have i n t e r v i e w e d  hero 

A; Okay,

Q; And she had the same thing to say about the p a r k i n g  lots and the 

snow and the mud,

A : We a, 11 reiemfoer th.a.t .■

Q : Yes,

A ; Eat ing out o f the ma,ch i. nes in the caf e t e r  i a o f t he b a s e m e n  t, of

the 1 i b r a r y .

Q: Okayo A n y t h i n g  else?



A i No « I can ? t tiiink of any'thir'ig , 

Q : A 11 r i g h t , P e g g y .

A: Thanks, Stan,
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Stan:
i f ^ l  i f

While reviewing this material, I happened to 
think of a couple of things which you may or 
may not want to include in your history.
Has anyone brought up the annual mystery 
dealing with Rodin's Walking Man? If you 
recall, at Halloween each year he would 
mysteriously gain a pumpkin head and a pair 
of shorts to wear. For several years, it 
threatened to become a tradition.

Also, the painting of the rock on the Morris 
Quadrangle outside of the Library. I remember 
when Keith Moyer (original Director of Housing) 
would go out with Tom Evans (Assistant Dean of 
Students) and clean the paint off the rock. 
Practically the next day, one of the student 
groups/organizations would have painted it 
again.

I also remember there used to be a table in the 
cafeteria which had been reserved for the stu
dents to carve initials in or whatever, to 
encourage them from destroying all the others 
in the cafeteria.

Do you remember Tony Zeppatello and Bill Crabb 
and their musical group that used to hold 
'community' sing-alongs in the cafeteria every 
once in awhile. And, yes, I did say Bill 
Crabb. That, of course, stopped when Tony 
died.

Gee, I had better quit reminiscing or you'll 
never get back to work.

Thanks so much for asking me. I really enjoyed 
the "stroll down memory lane" the other day.
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