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Q: Well, the follow up guestion would be - vou know the tee-shirt
that savs "Where in the hell is Edwardsville?” -how did you know we

were even here?

Well, we weren’t at Bdwardsville vet, as vou know.

[
P

y:  That’s true. You were in Alton weren’t you?

&

A: I saw thig Jjob advertised in one of the journals or somebody told
me about it advertised. I called up and talked to Herdb Rosenthal.
Thern [ came out for an interview,. There was gome guestion whether
they were even going to interview me because there was s librarvian up
at Alton who taught some courses in American history and I'm rnot sure

if he had a doctorate. I don’t think he did. I don’t remember his

name .  Anywayv, there was a possibility of their hiving him. Then
they did have me out for an interview. Then thev hired me as &an

associate profegssor in 1960,

Q: I came in '59 and Herb, Professor Rosenthal, was my contact
Person. I think that one of his main jobs was recruiting., We have a
mutual friend that brought us here. Now that we know why you came, I

think an appropriate follow up question would be, why did yvou stay 24

.
o

vears in harness and of course fortunately vou're still here with

vour office and it’s like vou never left.

A { den’t think I ever had any intention of leaving and most of the

v o

liked 1t. Let’s face

s

time the people seemed to want me to stay.

it it’s not a great prestigious place, but I thought it suited me and
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A I didn’t go out loocking for a job and nobody asked me, 5o here |
am and that was the essence of it. T don’t think T would have left
anvwav unless theve had been something very unusual. I*ve done some

publishing. I wasn’'t a big publisher or anything like thal and

nobody asked me so I was very content to stay here.

@: All right. Then perhaps we can lead right into {word unclear)
just a bit, You've liked it here obviously or you wouldn’t have

o b W

gtayved. Vou're still here. Ho in yvour opinion, what have yvou done:

What are vour most significant contributior for 24 plus years?

T've been a pretiv good teacher. That's the main thing.

,\
it
-
o
e
=
fuud
-
on
il
1

Qo You got the Great Teacher Award, did vou not?

-

A Yes, I got both the Teaching Esxcellence Award and the

r that means.

Teacher Award whatewve

[

G Well, it means a lot.

A I think a lot of people who are better don’t get those things.

G To those of us that don’t have either one it sure means a lot,

A Well, I don't mean to downgrade it. I'm delighted to have won

them, but I think that there are plenty of very good teachers., And

the way that thing operates, [ don’t think one should get smug about

it T’'m very happyv to have worn.

s



@: Well, I'm sure that's true, but I'm sure anv of us that have ever
had it or if 1 ever get it - I hope ['m not smug, but 1711 certainly

be pleased and honored.

Ay Oh, 1 was very happyv. I don’t want to bhe misunderstood on this.

(A T again feel and can perfectly understand that what you consider
the satisfactions around here., That is, we are professors and we are
professing what we think is important and this area needs a lot of
good professors that just aren’t marking time, but doing what vou

have been doing.

A

At I have published two books since [’ve been here and ['ve,

3
[

course, enjoved that.

[ You're working on one right now I understand.

T'm working on a third,

e
st
At
n

G: A definitive studyv of reconstruction?

Ar Well, I am really, but at 75 I’ve cut it down to the fiyst

volume . I've written one volume on the reconstruction period and
this is on the war Lime reconstruction 1860-1865. If I’m still
around when I finish this, I’11 gc on to another volume. Bub anvway,

3

this is what’s in my mind. I did something I didn’t mention there,



o India on a Fulbright in "84 and '65. Thalt was an

T

T odid ¢

bl
»

interesting experience for me and T think T brought something back 1o

SIUE from that experience which was valuable.

@ Conversely, vou took, obviocusly, something with vou.

A Sure. Of course, but vou know [ was verv pleased to get that.

G Well, that was an excellent exchange for both parties.

A Yes. I was verv pleased to get that and I was made the head of

the American Studies Research Center in Hyvderabad in India and that
was not much of an administrative post, but I was sort of tossed
into that place. T hoth taught apnd administered that place, I was
the director and that was a pretity interesting experience. That led

«

me to traveling all over India so I think I brought back somebhing

warthwhile from that.

@: One thing vou said just a moment ago [ think should be picked up

on vou said vou were 75. I have known yvou for 24 plus years and

consider vou as active as you have ever been.

A You have known me for 30 plus vears.

G Yes, that’'s right. imived voices} 31 vears. I see vou as T

have alwaves seen vou and it is hard for me to belleve that you are

]

po

and still fully in harness. I hope I am. You have vour office, vou

have vour work. It must be very satisfyving.



At Well, I have never intended te do anvthing else. I never
intended to retire and go off gsomepnlace and not work. T don’t think
that I am a workaholic. T den’t knock mvself out, but I think I am
consistent. I think I have some digcipline and this is the way [

want teo live. I would be bored to death T think if I couldn’t work.

G : T can fully understand and appreciate (mixed voices) that. We

operate guite similarly along those lines.

A You work harder than I do. I think, You're here longer hours

but I do have a certain consistency that which I'm happy about.

G The Germans have a delightful expression they call it
aitzfleisch, the ability to put vour fanny in a chairy and get the job
done .

I'm sure that a lot of people would be interested in not only
vour great contributions here and the satisfaction, but on the other

hand what have been vour some of veur frustrations?

A I felt some frustrations with the administration, I think a
failure to communicate I’'m not blaming them or us but I think that
there 1s sometimes a failure to communicate. Thig is alwayvs true,
but I think sometimes That has hecome difficuli between the
administration and the teaching faculty. That hasg been frustrating

s

at times. Tt’s frustrating for all of us. Mayvbe that is built into
any university and to some extent [ think it is. I think we have had

some frustrations there. I really can’'t complain because this

university has been very goocd to me.

R



My perscnal life has not been an ideal one by any means. Iomust

say this. It has been confused and mixed up and that time has

fortunately passed,; bult in light of that particularly the university
has been very good to me and I reallv have nothing to complain about,
I don't mean to get toc personal, but this is a fact in my life and

that I can’t lgnore and the university has allowed me to do what [

can do. I would zav the only problem with the university is that
failure sometime to communicate about what I believe cur purpose Lo
he, but to me that’'s nothing terribly sericus.

e Let's pick up on that because all the vears that [ have been

here one of our problems has been trying to define what our purpose

15 and sometimes we come up wi

"h a meaningless statement like the
best of cur kind and neboedy ever defines it., It sounds good. Would

you care to comment on what our purpoese it, ought to be or shou

[

o

have been?

A I think that there iz too much talk about that frankly. I don't
mean we shouldn't talk about it but I think we all have pretty much
in mind what a university ls supposed to do. We are supposed to take
in voung people and teach them and help them grow up and help them
mature and help them to leave here more mature and betlter able to
live in this world not onlv in regard to making a living but in
regard to having some sort of felicitous life and to becoming
citizens of the world s0 to speak and this I think 1s our mission.

‘his is the mission of every university and I think we ftalk a fittle

ot

bit too much about this. T think vou and T believe if vear after

vear we get students that's what were here for and we do ouy best by

5 S



them and I'm sure some purpose and some point in seeking our purpose
or our goals. Personally 1 have never had much problem understanding

what my gcals were here.

o All right, vou made a very clear statement about a paragraph

have we done

back on what & university ocught fto do. In your opinlon

A T think that there is a core faculty here which hag done it.
think that there is some dead wood around the periphery of this
place. I'm not going to name names, but I am suve Lthat this is true
evervwhere . T think that there is a core faculty and I think some of
this stems from our time here, from the old hands. Bub obvicusly
there are newer hands which are part of this. I think that there is

the

o

a core fTaculty guite dedicated and irrvespective of wha

administration savs or does. I think that’s what keeps the

univergity going. I think that is & veryv important element in

i

keeping this university funectioning and giving it some gualityv and it

does have some guality.

e I would neminate voun for a member of that core group. Would vou

care Lo cemment on what vou have done to advance youyr ideass of whatl a

university is and how successful have vou been?

ke

A Well, I have tried to be a publisher although I probably

shouldn’t mention that first because I don’'t think that ocught to be
the first prioritv. I think teaching ought to be the first priority.

2 publishing aud

I happen to believe that there is a connection betlw



teaching and while there are some of the very best teachers are those
who have noit published. There is a notion among some people that if
vou publish veu can’t teach well. That's nonsense and I think that

in my own case, my publishing hag enhanced my teaching. But 1711

PN

agree that the first priovity has been teaching and I think to he a

1

responsible teachey that is to want to care about students Lo

genuinely care about student to be interested in your subject matter

ta teach that subject and to meet your

and to prapare voursel!

7 to class every day and meeling your

S

reaponsibilities which is gois
office hours and getting vour papers graded and get back to sftudents
with sowe comments so they can know where they stand and having
vourself open to students where they can talk to you.

Thig sounds routine, but it’s neot gquite so routine as 1t might
sound. There are people who don’t do it. And I think there iz a

core of us who have thig sense of regponsibllity, who do it. And I

o

think [ belong te that group and I certainly hove so, I think the
university has encouraged us the publish and [ am very please about
that., Although, we all know that it is not a publish or perish
place. And I think for me that has been better because what
publishing T have done and will do will happen no matter what tLhe

university policy is. I haven't done anv publishing here because ULhe

university told me to. T have done it becausge I wanted to.

A My first book did help to bring my promotion to full proiessor.

I'm sure of that.



(S This is a related guestion and it mav be repetitive but [ am
going to ask it and if vou can put any top spin on 1t, feel free to
do so. During the 31 vears that vou have been here, what evidence do
vou have that vou, myvself, this core zgroup, the university as a whole
has carvied out or mandate and actually made ail these wonderiul

contributions who have dedicated many vears Lo,

At I think i1f we look at the students we have turned outl, we have
reason to be very proud of a large number of them. This has bheen
Kind of a people university. it’'s beenn a commuter campus. We have
had a goad many student who in my view would never have seen Lhe
ingide of a university except for this place. I am very happy to
have been involved in teaching these people. I am not =sayving that
thig ig the totality of our student body, it isn’t. I think it is &
good thing that 1t isn’t but I think that we have turned out a lot of
people who have done very well and I think we have enhanced their
lives. I have seen them around vou know. Thev are around and 1if
they see vou in a public place thev come over and talk and 11 you

loock at the alumnae review vou see how thev are doing and | think

thev have done very well indeed. Wouldn’t vou agree with this?

G Yes. 1 want to ask vou a very pointed guestion, one I have
asked myself and we will ask other of course. Do vou feel that our
graduates who have gone into teaching, public school fteaching, have

eventually sent us better students?



A T don't know this. T think

students thev have taught and 1 d

a question of whether that is a g

guestion.
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out and became teachers, I had a

gualified entering freshman. I d
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guite zerious and we may be get back to

question, What are some of vour

aver 31 vears?

A T have been generally happy. I think

'S

had up in Alton in the early days. it was
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)

and I'm g2lad we have grown. There
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are not what we hoped to bhe. 1
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voices )
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thinking sbout & university th
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S
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the right word but idicsyncoratic as | am. I think this pla

bheen wonderful because they put up with me and lsat me do whalt [ think

I can do best,. I can only be gratetful for that. You know.

vou were a Jucky man. Okay let’s turn this over just to

s

see what happens. We have discussed some of wvour frustrations with

stration but lets. ...

the admini
A This is not really sevious. There was a point here when ! sort
of talked too much | think. T am kind of scorrv about that, but this

i

is noet really fTerribly important. There was a time when [ {elt

frustrated. A fime when [ think having s Little trouble and

T waondered if we weren’'t mavbe downgrading ocurselves in order to keep
<5 fd £y i

students coming in. I felt that and T expressed that about ocur

president and I think I went a little bit too Fav.

G i was in many of the meetings. I am glad that somebody said

this., Now lets build in on that with mavbe a little different angle.

What are some of vour worst or most unhappy memories arcund here in

the past thirty-one vears?

A There was a time back in aAlton when in my first two or three
vears when I think that thev may have been inviting me to leave, but

o

they didn’t follow through with it. That was only one or two

with no raise Iin pav. I am not very money oriented, but this was

-

Lived ¢ a message to me that mavbe theyv didn’t want me arvound heve,

that was sort of a bad time. One of my brothers died in 1963 or 4

L

just before | went off on my Fulbright. I in kind of a bad mood




and [ think maybe this reflected my attitude aboult the university
and at that time 1 think [ was considered to be mavbe a bit of a
trouble maker,

T was not a trouble maker, s guy who didn’t guite fit in, Iowas
sort of down, but that passed and theyv held on toe me. [ hadn't

really had any times of great frustrations, These have been

CIMPOTATY. I really can’t look back and savy that T had s pericd of

great frustration. © think in the ’70's when I did think we were

maybe having to make too many concsssions (gp wnclear) with regarvd to
acadenic guality to keep students coming in here and maybe thatl was
the purpose of the administration. They knew more about this than |

did, but I was a little bit concerned at that.

Qe On that, what would be vour reaction to a statement that well

thev can lower entrance requirements all thev want but 1 won't lower

my teaching standards?

A Oh sure, I alwavs felt that way but sometime in re

requirements., 1 thought that they ought to have done a Lititle more

with foreign languages. Forelgn languages are not our department and

it is not our direct concern, buit I think as historians Lhat

languages cught toe be taught in universities and

my view would be fo
reguire i1t for every student here. A few vears ago [ bthink Lhe

as Lo me

foreign languasg department has recouped guite a bit. It

that they were almaest pushing 1t out at one point and while [ am in

in my research

American history and 1 don’t need foreign languag
H

and I am not much of a linguist I am very havpy that [ was subjected

Lo four fToreign languages in my student davs. That is Latin,



Gerwman, French and Spanish and T just think that this training, even
though [ am no Linguist, I think thig training is terribly important.
I think a few vears ago, particularly when we weve really living in a

world of economy and a world culture, [ think let the

Language department slip away which 11 seemed to me to be doing at
one point was indicative ot a kind of parochialism, gsome RKinpd of

Tion orientation. T thought

training orientation rather than educ
¥

that was somewhat pomous at that point and 1 still do to some

icat Lon and

extent. I believe that we have to distinguish belween

training. Thev are both important, we have to do both and i we

neglect the education for the training we are not doing our job

properliv,

Qe Now let me ask vou a parallel guestion. Over the leong haul, vou

mentioned a verv critical ment of education, forelgn languages.

x

Now, a closely related or equally important or mavbe more important

gquestion, what is vour feeling about the gual of student writing

over these thirty-one years? Not only the guality, but what we

demand of gstudents? Has it gone up or down?

[isd

At I wcan only speak for myself there. {mixed voices

o BSpeak for vourself and then whatever vour general opinion 1s.

A Well 1 don’t have freshman and so that extricates me from the
people who write the worst in the student body. The teaching [ do
now, I teach only a 300 level course and an occasionally seminar so |

don't get the waorst. My own view is that we all have to Leach people



nelish

Lo write., We are not in the E department, but

have to see that they do write, that we correct pape

cannot write, we must send them toe bthe tutor agencie

thig ig a part of ocur Jjob. We are involved not only

of h but in the education of and 1 ha

story, people

this view. I have alwavs correclted my papers scrupu

‘

had class a critigue of examinations and then I

open for =ztudent coming and talking aboul any examin

made coplous comments on my exams and that is one of

have taken my time, but I think that is bLime well
3

being a responsgible teacher vou

ht let me bore in a deeper hare.

or disagree that for a variety of reasons, one of w

ganeralting credit hour production, that the universi

let writing reguirements slip, made it easier fto gei

coming up with alternative programs Lo good solid wr

A That is the impression I have, I can’t prove i

to take certalin bagico English composition courses.

put down any deparvtment, somehimes I don’t se

@ Let’'s take our department. We recently initiat

MLoA. track. T know why we did i%t, but to me that 1

obviously lessening, the (mixed voices] quality of ¢
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A { wasn't a member.
I been there as a membey

maintain the thesig.

this and that is that th

3
i

the thesis. That's

Al Also the otherp

Prog

don’t write a thesgis, bu

think the thesis is very

G [ think that 1 Just

talked to vou i

BEVailn Vears &,

ago

¥
i

it’s dust that don’t t

thought of vou,

A That's very nice to

formally retired from

hasis to be allowed to

¥

A

to beach. am trving

hand in. I Just think

~onsidered a8 member of

Share

&

However,

VOu weren' t

the

teach

some humorous

1 was retired before that btook

I

of the wou bd

faculty I

there ig one very saluta

2 vast majority of our master s

the impression [ have. Right?

does not get them out of wr

hAR= 911

t they do have to write papers.

Ve important.

Y

alt

S

staiemn

a very meaningf

retived. You retired

tion Lo

nd I addressed a gues VO

hink of vou any differently tha

hear because I never intended

universitv, I have been luck

one course every vear, tha

wirite and it enough

very lucky in that. No, I

department.

experiences with us.
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A I hope I’m not lacking in the sense of humer, but | can’t realliy

recall anvihing vight off hand that I think is terribly humorous.

I'm sure there are plenty of them.

G s Put it in the back of vour mind and mayvbe some will Jump out.
Now, this university, I think has gone on record, and done a good job
of working with the phygically handicapped and the educationally

deprived,

A That’'s my impression.

0 Now, to what extent have vou been dirvectly or indivectly

nvolved with the educationally deprived?

A { have not been invelved in any programg. § have been very
much involved with certain individual students. UOne was a very
bright girl who we had here who attempted suicide and eventuslly she
did ii, but through this alttempt of suicide, she was left in terrible
shape and she lived in Greenville and very tragically she never

father

recovered and then her father, thig is an incredible case,

administ

ed, the whatever it was, Lo her and he took i1t at the same
time . This was a dual suicide about three vears ago. This givli had
heen here she was a very fine student butbt she was a very handicapped

student., ! staved in touch with her and tutored her hoping she might

PFeovaer.

It was quite clear after a while she was not going Lo recover.

T brought her into contact with the person in charge, it is not

same person who is here now, of the handicapped students. boeven



breught her up here for clags. &

really couldn’ it partic

e}

s

There was a student wi

3

took my courses and 1 gave her orval examinations. She

am sorry Lo say. Then there wags a handicapped student

he was in tervible shape.
I astaved in contact

the was blind a few years

in

died s

wh

who couldn’t write and I welcomed her in my class and tutored

some and gave her oral -

cognizant of the needs of handics

involved in the program.

remember where 1 tried to hely handicapped students,

b I have had sowme, Tt's most satisfying so 1 can of

a Jjob. She iz the most satisfing. I have alwayvs tried

people although 1

aminabtions. She got through and

fhas

to be

have

nees bhat

She

there.,

YO .

e

She

[ h 5 l IS

gottan

[N

Lourrsa

completely identify with vou and 1T appreciate vou shaving

PLENCES . Now an open

specific and very polignant exp

that may go anvwhere, and I hope it does. What would yo

appear in an official history?

record that might

A I think I have recorded some already.

e Yes, vou have done guite well,

A T dar't want to bore anvbody with my personal [ife

things that bare on my tenure here and at my age there

point at trving to cover up anvbhing., You know what |

g

Evervbody knows prettyv much about me anyway. What I am

tho

ended

Ll

i

Like

noet

HEE LT .

ig to be as honest as I can possibly be and to talk about

i

have some bearing on my Life here.

L

much




What was the guestion again? Somethi

o

recorded? I really don’t think that {here

5 s

i

woildn want recorded. i am sorry that 1

aight or ten vears with the president.

S

it be know

strident and I have tried to let

staory on Lazerson i1n the Fost Dispatoh a Te

interviewsd, T didn’t want to sayv very muo

h

was sorry that I bhecame zatrident and 1 sort

public and T didn’t do that until I talked

3 -
3 i

1

4

some of these things an thought he waso’

should he listen to me, Anvway bthat was at

rather concerned about this university. T

ident . Whether that should not be publi

don't know. Anvway i something that 1

cool., I think I

time and I don’t think it did anyvbody

what I was doing was not correct. T

One of G

o)

but I didn’t handle myself well.

about this admpinistration is that their

retribution, but that of accepting me.

for my levaltv teo this place bhecause I wasg

rook Lazerson on in a public meeting I did

the Alestle and very strident. Then [

one person from the Post Dispatch some

that because T don’it think it did anvbody

one can be right in ones mind and

necessarily in the way vou handle yvourself.

£

S

about that. that the kind of thing you
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[IEARY
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wighed hadn’'t happened.

lost my cool a little

any good. I oam

ink myv ideas weyp

he things that 1 11

to me was nolb one

ig one of the reasons

really quite strident.

agaln In a letter Lo
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I other
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S I have

thinking
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Qe Yas, [ am thinking of a very excellent history of this
university that was written by one of my esteemed colleagues al the
tenth anniversary and it 1s an excellent history., but naturally he
wasg somewhat congtrained as to what he could put in.

o

A Well vou don’t want to put this in. Some of this is junk. Yt

don’t have to name me vou Know.

Q@ No. We don’t need names, rank, or serial numbers.

~

A You don't want to put trash in vour book.

G No . I don’t suppose sa. T would use the word candid or off the
record. My mandate, if that is the word., is to get the real feellings
and reflections of the veople who built this place and I am going Lo,

I’'m going to get some stories that we might not want put on the froat

page of the newspapers,

A Let me say one morve thing about this,

A Ther

may have been a time when I was a little angry. May e

o

Fos
[0

it s bhegsuse I am old. But I am not angry at anvbody anymore. i

have come to realize that those people aover there, while I think they
don’'t alwayvs communicate with us as well as they might, they probably
have things to do that [ don’t know very much about. They have Lo

deal with legislatures, and governors and higher boards etc. eltoc. and

=
d CE



I am not exwcusing them on

conclusion that they

nothing about at all and have

voen } P

the way the deal wi FE=I i

them. Now also, even after I

when I retired they came over

give, thev came over here,

me. 1 was moved by that.

N

anyvthing like that.

retivement and I thought

class and that made

then to bhe a little less

do that I don’t know wvery muc

But 1 do wish that we

communication. |

move . I wish

more . I invited him into one

think he was going to cowme,
g 2

the dav he chose to come s0 1

peopie ought to and T don’t

e ought to gee

o re

to bhe sitting here coca

meeting. L othink this would

I think the president

talk to some of these

are how

vou getting along and

vou know there is a

2

Way . You know what [ mean?

<

that

3
5

They

They came

a very fine

h

P E
me
of
sionally
improve

ought

v

€L

hasisg,

probably have

noe ewxperience with and

i

took

here,

over hers

things to

them

Jjudgmental

tryving

¥

could

that was clazssvy. i

about.

of

but I

happen

wish the president

my

could have

clasges since [

didn’t

aie

Library here,

think

L any

them

o]

talking

‘.:3?

vou

T
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e
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to be
oY in
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dust blacks but 1 think they have a problem. (1

I' think teo circulate arcund and studen

along because theyv do i@

get

strident and I don't want to be

them. This is the feeling that | have about them.

here, but | think 1 would

mayvbe I wouldn’t, wart.

round this place. Do feel that wavy?

o
e

You

to the extent am delil

that 1

i I

On I look arih

[

them. rare occasions ¥ () oy

and I am so delighted that 1 Jump rvight

omebody

rice Lo see

ot
B

vou!

A Mavhbe 1 am asking too much but I think this

aifference.

It would. have ot af

2%

Now, I questi

[N

P

A frame and

%

o

there are some guestions vou'd

o ~

S . add in

to

addre What would yvou like general

what we have done in the past nearly an hour.

L1 about?

that would

you

don't sound Like

I

A want to a Poly

<

less critical e ar-cund

aspecially

might be =

are going to take on the administration, mavbe we

over and tallk to them. Butb arvocund and

have done and that hav

done , WrOng thev

L

when theyv come around, [ don’t hear very many pao
v $ \
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What

Ann

bren s

rtan lacks,

ts and to

inguire

aglated, S while [

gJudgmental about

I1F I were over

cult and wal

ghted when |

N .
doocr Trames

up and I osav hey
would malke s

o [
Gns nera.

ask vourself or

e

specifically

1 o
Le

=

have |

a., Hut 1 think we

GUT S DOups .

cught to guietly

¢ what they have

e done wrong and

ple challenging

gl

Lhem



GYy Aany

bBit mo

make 1

Aown

that

i

of

e

t oand

ot

thi

A
(e}

e
o

YOou

attention

know

.

GERET

. I think

OWR Wk

a little 1

By

. Yo omake

to welgh our opporiunities.

I am totallv wrong heve

o
phad

be

constructively

and th

R
what’ g

that

iy
o

it ouse

A

vears

G

A My

gseeing what

Wa s

through and remember all

then.

pretty good spirit about

came h

L came

i

I3

the

D

-

Over

s

to

I

aga.

1

What was

wihtich

constructively

cri

e

tical

inevitahle

warad

3

L3 4 2N

i

the

be?

think 1t

i

i

The

-
P

i

t ot

feesling was

I thought w

ere

here

going to

WS

with

fo

bey

going ta

bu

8

T

(=

want

university

s

s bet

hirty

that

it

had

@

great

$7,5G0,

You

ter

should not
crit
but den’t
some of

:

sort

ig g

have

now. I

cars ago’

whenn I cam
happen.
didn’t

21

~hat

praftly

it all an

salary rais

i

this

heen here,

though that

but I thi

engage Lhn

ical. I

voew think

. oa bit

&

criticism

oing to

18

think

wWe were

Py
L

didn’t

We

know we

ad obhviousl

e from the

Wik

es

i

nk

to

think

th

el

OF

Gx

work

it

it was

all pretty much

kn

had to
it seems

good rapport

¥

8]

Ju

af that

t as good

that this
much. I
we

cugh

ere 1% a

gossip in

feeling o

if

better or

bad thre

ow whether

gel a

Lo me we

with each

Lhere wasg

niversity

o A

3

graat .

arcl

SE we

L

sorh

o

ites faculty

WOrsSe

e

this

Bond

di

ather

of

a  Lit

Caln

Oy

tendency to
don’ L mean

to he
Pitble bilt of

af A,
criticisn

does

than

oy four

together

wiace

Lessue

¥

vy
L HNOwW

dn

and

&
&t

MaryLand.



I T came a vear eariier for nine months at §6,300 and

that fresgh out of graduate school that was pretty good.

have sharved an awful lot that we like arocund here. Yo

have

I thought

think we

candid, but most of vour experience, I gather, has been good and you

have enjoved it and been successiul and fulfilled.

A I think it has been. There 1s no guestion about that.

we ail prethy much know what thev are and one of the great

that we had in the ecarly davs, I had ie that [ was that

the few people in American history so I could organizge

Lhe

I

thing. T think that I organized nine courses of Amevican

L¥

that were more or less in my field, I wag allowed to teach

§

Some of those same courses, ! am sure they have been much

hope 2o, are being taught now. You see. So this was a

% 7

experience

thisg course and this course.

Not only did I teach the Civil War and Reconstr

hedet

taught the Old South and the New Scuth and I introducec

i
-
T
g
o
i
o
e
i
Wi

=
o
s
[
o
o~

a bit of a write up in a history of the study
History published by the University of Illinois Press.

of the first places whepe Black History was taught and

[

had two black students in a very large class the {irst

I

A Now were getting down toe really some good stuff,

i

place around here or the first place in the country?

0o
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tremendous

to come in here and to be able fto organize this

stovian of slavery. I didn't get very many black

of

think
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ta this place, having worked under Kenneth Stampp at Berkley

toLmer,
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A The tirvat place in the country. I erganized the Black Hi
course. L came in ‘60 and I think I organiged it in 61 or ’6%Z.

{mined voices)

(S is Kenneth Stampp comparable Lo John Hope Franklin.

Oh, he ig better. I mean John Hope Franklin

hes
w
P

historian. Kenneth Stawpp (sp unclear) wrolte the

Institution which is what 1 would sav is one of the two great works.
. #

One of the two great historieg of slavery. crtainly one of Lhe

we great histories of glavery,

I
bt
i
1

For my tastes, Kenneth Stampp is a little too much of an
abolitieonist. I'm a soubtherner, but he was wonderful to me and a

remarkable teacher and a remarkable writer and whether vou

all of this or neot, this was my background and I taught at Maryland

ey

but I was a student of Stampp. I was one of his early Ph.D’s and he
has turned out Pulitzer prize winners,.done, But at lLeast 1 had the

advantage of working under him. So [ was in a position Lo organize o

e

course in Black History, called Negro Higtory then, and this was one

1

af the first places in the country to have it,

A This is, in my opinion. the information I am supposed to gel. i
would lLike vou bto give us some perspechtive over the long haul. Yo

genaral lmpressions, vour specific impressions as to where we have

gone with black studies, where the nation has gone with black

studies.
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Shiy wh of our graduates?

ley Carlson Was one

A remamber we went through a search?

Yes, she earned it.

A Yes she did. Anyvway [ started Black History herve.,
e Well what about tewts and how did wveou build this course

AR A )

Py

L ook

et

A there was a good John Hope Yit

to FPreedom which has sort of taken over now by Rudwicok

Franklin's book, a

Mever's book From ion to Ghetio. =

ook

text which has since ~ome & kind of classic, ap early
Black History,
There were sociclogists who were writing on it. there was

Howard Univers who had written some Black History

llow at

was Herscovichz who had written on the African background and

Wind of And T had heard about this from Stamnpp you s¢

thing.

b3 -
w3

dn’t

e

l take a Black Hi with but L

course

South course vou see. He was writing hig great work on slaver
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with sent

{END OF 1y and me .

st ay

3

“tle bit. But { had

a notoed sa | ohad a certain [

that not

evervbady

arecd

s ome vyl o T
AR YWeay

From Siavery

major

(9341

;

r

b
i

1

und of knoewled;

there

=

wWith



Gie Do wvou feel good about whait happened subs

ploncering in this {ield”

A I don’t feel altogother good aboutb

onlv te SIVE, but in genersl. 1 think

inevitable and | think there has been

criented more and funne :
the regular reguirements. 1 think this

few of them graduate, they ftend Lo

themgelves instead of what | would call
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Again I don’t know. T can’'t prove
one of the reasons why their graduation

appalling low here

W When I go to commencement | have a

faces and regrettably T happen to agree

A I think that the we ought Lo pay a
recruitment and a little more attention
through. This i the kind of talk that

I don't think I am a racist.
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what this university wants to do in relation to Black Studies, or cur

mission, or whatevey we want to call 1it?  Would vou care to commerndt
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aon that, or are vou aware of 117,

At T really couldn’t comment on 1t because [ just don’t know,
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sve we made the contribution

A Well I think we have made parvt of 1ti. o my case 1 was
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virtually driven out of the ols

from the early “680°%s when I introduced tha

course until the late "607s and the early "707s when | wasz still

had some doctbrinaire nobtions that |
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couldn’t agree to and I wasn’t going to stand up to them in a

to be popular with them and
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the time had come to get a hlack person to teach this.

ound 7. I rewenboer hey very

I saw one of them

vou betier stop

vividly as one of the people who was almost

teaching bhis courae because vour nobt tellir
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and what vou should tell us. Thev didn’t

Very ample. They wanted to hear about

slavery and | didn’t wmince words on b under Stanmpr

and there were )

and that

ttie hreed

purpoesely bred slaves, vou follow me, 1ike
what they tried to gel me to say and what T said was Lo be sure in

plantation system 1T was encouraged, slaves were encouraged Lo have

children and these children could be sold and these children were

enty of evilsg. L would not adwmit that slave owners

us what we want Lo hear
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They wouldn't have me in the first place.
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(S Weell that’s what [ am getbing at. Leaving aside how much wark

1t would take for wyou to catch up. Leaving aside the mechaniocs of

o,
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this question, The guestion is if vou were Lo next fall, Shirley

5

goes awayv and vou' re asked to take her course, the guestion 1s how

much would veour appreach be different  and would vour students be

L

different

A T don’t think [ would do 1it.
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0 Why wouldn't vou do 1107

I would be in a very awkward poesition.

W Why would vou be in an awhkhward position?

A I think it ig kind of dumb to get into things which vou can’t

handle and I think that people wouldn’t like me in there. It parn't
that [ am frving to be liked, but I think they would rveally {find we
X o 3 P R

obnoxious.

o Do vou mean bocause vou would continue to toeli it bike it =0

A I +think that 1s part of Lt. But I'm an all white male and vou

bnow how thewv feel about ifha



Qe Well you’er probably a male WASE | suppose.
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I can answer by telling vou very hriofly what | awm
writing about now. I am writing about the war bLime reconstructiorn.
This has to doe with blacks coming into the union lines and the
organization of blacks by the army and by missionaries and by all
kinds of peopile. That's part of the story. And  blacks indeed came

in when the union armies went south and a

saod many missionarie

I the tragic story of the blacks the

down there and I am btrying Lo

understandable story of their leaving and goling bto what

they theught they were their freedom.

I am also telling the story of the armyv officers and the

missionaries whe went down with the Massachusetts Contingent, and

tly down, bult who in & few years developed some

went very idealistic
af the same ideas that southern slave masters

tell that story as well vou see. I am tryving to tell the story of

Governor Andrew of Massachuszsetts, one of the great leading politicad
abolitionist of the north who talked about freeing slaves. One of

those generals of Virsinia said, Tine let me send some of tLhew up Lo

Massachuseits. He wouldn’t have any, he wrote a vicious letter aboutl

this. We don’t want these people here. Free and keeep

them there in the climate where they belong. That ls the story that
I am telling now. I would have ta tell that, Stan, if 1 were Lo

11 make wmy point?

teach. You know what 1 mean? D

L Ve, I think vou have made 1t clear.



A So this is a very complex story and many facets to 1t. And

that'’s what 1 am tryving to tell and [ am going to cabtceh 1L in

I know, I am sure of that.
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A Well I don't know. I have them. Sometimes iLhey do

very well. I am & little to talk about this, but [ thin

somewhere Ho

challenged.

A I mean [ think somebody needs to talk to them about what they

are here for., I am on their side. I'd like them do the Jjob,

do the work. I am on their side. { have tutored i

by the hour.

[—

This Ellenor Harris who is now our black graduste assistant.
tutored her hour after hour after hour once [ learned that she was

going teo be a graduate assics her up to some kind of

standard where she could function. S0 I am on thelir side,
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this through hour after hour after hour of tutoring her, You know, L
am mixed about this. I'd like to see the black stuadents make it, but
I think we ought to stop making special cases of them. Except in
individual cases where they are willing to werk. You know what 1

mean’?

o I think I do.

A Excusgse me, 1'm a little bit e:

Qe T'd like to guote the old definition of justice which is simply
treating evervbody the same. You might treat them poorly or well or
whatever, but evervbody is treated the same. Okay, now is there
anvthing that vou would like te add for the record now anvthing else
that yvou'd care

A i don’t think so. I have enjoved talking and getting sone
things of f my chest. I am very very happy here and I think that,
1’11 say to vou and my vounger colleagues, that I think there is

something to be said after vou retired from staving here. Sowme of

the pressure of a lot of teaching off of you. I think the university
is good to vou and I think it is a rather nice place to live. I
think that what I am doing, 1if vou are at all interested in the
subject or interested in the university environment or community, I
would recommend 1t.

I think the time gince I retived has been mavbe {he happiest
time of my 1life although obviocusly not evervbody agrees with me about

that. Some people want toe leave, but I would highly recommend in



ones old age to do what I am doing. Becauge, 1if you
that work is something good for vou, to work and hav

on a regular basis. I think the university wants Lo

eswentially.

I would like to have a little bhit more monev,

oriented. I live comfortably. I don’t know if that

with resgpect to vour history or not, perhaps not, bu

strong feeling I have. A very good feeling about

look back on it over the last three decades. This 1

thing. I don’t expect evervbody to share this with

loock back over the last hour and a hs

back to it

Pt

vou keep coming

eitmotif

happen to feel pretty much the same

effort to steer vou from it. I doubt that it would

good anvway. [ think what I should sayv now ig thank

Professor Riddleburger.

A I am delighted Lo do it. I hope that I haven’'t

tangents with respect te black students and that kin

W One final comment on getiing off Langents.
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hit to get vou off and from my opinion they are som
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o A white southerney. T think it is

spent nearly thirty minutes on

it came up.

A Tt's ironic, but a Virgint

in the Confederate army, bedan
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