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Robeart Mawkins Interview, Sept. 5, 1991
Interviewaed by Stanley B. Kimball

Filanams: HAWKING. 905

G Robert Hawkins, Professor of Communications, thanks for coming
by and being willing to go on the record and sharg vour memories and

reflections about ploneering this placs.

o My plsasure, Stan.
@ Bob, why did vou comg to SIU in the first place?
A3 Well I think it carn be put most accurately this way. I did noet

really see a future at the Chicago Junicr College where [ wWas
teaching in 1955-56, I had alwavs wanted to teach at the university
level and the opportunity opened up whan SIU s Alton Residencs
Center got undsrway in  1957-58, I came in 1959 and started teaching.

i How did vou lsarn of this opening?

AN It was a teacher placement service plus soms word of mouit

information.

N Aare vou Trom the midwest?

A Yes, Born and raised in Grand Rapids, Michigan.



G You were teaching in Chicago for about Tour vears.

fa Right

AR Speech?

o Spesch. I alkso supsrvised the debats program.

[N and then vou came hers. You retired in 87 which would be

apout 28, 29 vears.

A Right
(N Why did yvou stay here so long?
e Well for a number of reasons. I guess the most significant

reason is that I saw at SIU an opportunity to do everyvthing I had
gver wantaed to do at the university level: teach a varilgty of courses
in Speech Communication . do research, and carry out communilty

service projects. Evervithing fell into olace esarly on. 5o that's the

reason 1 staved Trom 59 to "87 simply because I liked it.

G I have heard this many times, Bob. The opportunities hers that
we wWere buillding and we just didn’t inherit something set in concrete
and people could sxperiment and try out. So that seems to have kspt

& lot of people here and made thelir professional lifs so meaningful.



What do vou consider, looking back twenty some odd vears, &3 your
most significant contributions to this area, to the university, to

yvour disclipline?

& I think the most significant contributions came in the last & to
1O vears. In 1977 I became affiliasated with the Gerontology FProgram
at SIU and had bsgan to do some work with Tony Traxler th sprogram
director. We worked together on a project which led finally to ths
development of a proposal for a grant to start a gerontology
training program . The grant was awardsd and ftraining got undsrway.
Later on that led to the development of special courses in
comnunication and aging 1In ths Dept. of 3psech Communication. Those

are the two major contributions.

@ Now specifically you waere a professor of spesch in the
Department of Spsech Communication and then vou becams very heavily

involved with gerontology. How do the two go together?

[ I thank the twe go together becsuse as people age, they
continue to communicate. They continue Lo relate with themselves and
among themselves and with people of vounger gensgrations. SO

problems in communication arg always there. The aging process alsa
has an effect on yvour ability to communicate. aging can do funny
things to vour memory. Also it can sometimes result in your moving
more slowly. Whaen vou move more slowly i1ts more difficult to gesture

maaningfully. Arthiritis comes into the picture when you use your

£



arms and yvour legs to move around and not Just in formal platform
speaking, but in evervday interpersonal communicating, what we' re

doing right now.

(A% I want to make anothasr point about my part in inltiating &
spaeclial commission on communication and aging in thse Spesch
Communication Assoclation of Gmerica. I auess yvou could say [ was a
pilonasr 1n this Tisld.

A friend of ming in Oregon joined me In developing a national
conference on communication and aging and indsed it cameg to pass Ln
1981. It took a long time to develop the ldea and to sell it to the
paeoplie who werse in positions of leadership in the speech
comnunication discipline. We finally did and as a result the

Association approved the establishment of a commission on

Communication and &glng.
(M I also see this hand-in-glove situation hers on this campus
where the gerontology program has been in affesct, a laboratory for

you to work on these ideas and theories. 5o obviously gerontology

and communication went together perfectly.

A It was a nice fit.

@ What was the second one., develop that a little more please.



A I bhegan what turned into a debateand fTorensic program. Also [
began te offer courses in debate and foresices ain the classroom.
Then this moved into the whole area of intercollegiate debating
througaout the midwest. The debate program is now a thriving activity
on this campus.

The other thing I count as a contribution is the beginning of a

"talk-in" in the University Center’s Goshen Lounge.

@ In the University Center.

AN With the giant toothpicks hanging from the ceiling.

Qe Fxactly, vight. The Plum Bob.

F This was back in the 603 whan there was a little bit of

unpleasantness on U.S. campuses-~relating to whether we were getiing
a Tair shake in the area of civil rights and what we were dolng 1o
Vietnam and all of that. and students and faculty, studsnts
especially in the classrooms, wers agitated and this was a wonderful
apportunity for studsnts in my discipling to practice the

L.

discipline of speech communication. I wanted students to look at
issuass, argue them out in public, face to face. This provad to be the
ideal laboratory on the campus. I think the term we used was

"Campus Speak-in," wasn’t it?

N Talk-1n or somsthing.



A Right. We plaved around with different ideas. It was, to my
knowledgs, the first time there was a place where students and

faculty members could pilick up the microphong, move around, and ask
questions. There was resal excitement in those days. I don’t know

whaether vou remembar?

Q: Yas, very well.

A3 Hundreds of students 2. 3, 4 hundred students gathered in the
lounge sitting, walking around thoroughly sngaged with ong anothsr

with thelr probing guestions and spirited answers.

W Hanging from the balcony.

A Yes. And talking asbout issuss that really mattered. Talking
about the government s role in defenss spending. The work that was
being dong by the CIA and why the government was in many cases lying
Lo us. Those were issuss that pesople wantsd to talk about.

The idea for this came up in my parsuasion class. We were taking
about real world opportunities for persuasion. and one of my beatter
students and I were in a conversation about what are we doing in the
Classrocm. I said, let’s regard this as an opportunity to move out
of the classroom and continue the sengagements among aurselves and
with other students. Let this rnot, however, becoms just a kind of
verbal blood bath, a kind of exchangs ithat ands up with peopls
calling sach other names, but an opportunity to practice debating
and persuading in public with procedures based on Robert’s Rules ofF

Srder.  We had Rind of an agenda to follow and students who Look



turns as moderators. It was a great opportunity for them to face notb
just the people in their sterils classroom, bub actually hundreds of
other studenis.

and you know  on one gccasion thers was a small up rising. I
forgaet the name of the sociology professor who took the students, .,
marched them off the campus down to the post office Lo rip off a
picture of president Nixon. That incident happsned in spilte of the

responsible debating that we were carrving on on the campus.

This fellow, and I can’t think of his name, acted unilaterally.

(o They waent to the post office all right,. bubt they also trled to

trash the the draft offilce which was thaere. His nam& was l.aud

Humphrey .,
A That’s right.
& Mow & related guestion we have touchsed on it somewhat but I

always ask it, it sometimes brings other dimensions out. and that is
from contributions to satisfactions, is there anvthing to add along

those lines of great satisfaction?

o Oh yeah. I’ve all ready mentioned the fact that the bliggest
satisfaction was the chance to do everything I have ever wanted to do
I had, what’s the idiom of the day, I had it all. T really did.
When I laok back on it. I had the opportunity to do anything I

wanted to do.



There was another great satisfaction and that was the closs
mingling among tTaculbty members on the campus, especially on the alton
Canpus . To a great extent on the East St. Louls campus as wsll.

Faculty were able to mix because of the fact that in ors bullding it
was the geography people upstairs, calculus and the math people in
the basemsnt and speech and historyvdownstairs. And we couldn’t help
but =it down and have a cup of coffes and interact. Today of course
people gather in the cafeteria, but that's the only time really that

they have time to i1ntsract,

0 Aand relatively few ever show up on a regular basis.

ae Yyes. That’s right. $So that was a great satisfaction. aAnother
great satistaction I had was the opportunity to work with Catherine
Dunham in Fast 3t. Louils in 1967. Hyman Frankel in the Sociology

Department~~where he began is Experiment in Highsr Education. Lo vou

remember Hy?

@ Veaery wall.

= I keep forgetting how long vou' ve been here vourself,

N Robert, I came in August of 1959, same as vyou.

Fir Well, in 1967 Hy Frankel was developing an Experiment in Higher

Education and he was pulling people in from history and math. And
Hy’'s idea was to develop a program for disadvantaged voung people,

mainly blacks in the East St. Louls area. The 1dessa was Lo prep them



for work on this campus. To prepare them for matriculation in the
regular General Studies programs and then in the major disciplinss
that they went into.

Catherine bunham had a dance program. I was teaching, not
dance, I was teaching Spesch Communication and ong of the courses [
was teaching something called Oral Interprstation. You take prose
and poetry and memorize it and then develop skills and technigues in
interpretating it. Using veoice training. You have to study the posn
or the essay whatever 1t is and then vou get a thorough understanding
of it and present 1t. Catherine Dunham was looking for a script, was
looking for something in the fiesld of black poetry and it Just so
happened that I had a collesction, a dramatization, a prepared script
on poetry done by Langston Hughes, And the name of the show was #
Oream Deferred. 1 think that was mayvbe the name o & specific piece
that he had written.

Catherine Dunham had students in her dance class some of whom
were in my class in oral interpretation and had the opportunity in
putting on this show in the summer of 1967. That was a hot summer.
It was an ugly summer. There were riots and rumers of riots and I
think that one of the reasons that the riots did not get completely
out of hand was that there was, I'm teoting my own horn, I would
like to think that that program had something to do with kaseping in
check of the riots in Fast St. Louils in that wugly summer of 1987, So

that’'s another satisfaction.

bl s I remsmbsr Catherine and Hy, other peopls have reported on this
and the great work that we did down there. The Head Start program

and all kinds of thinus.

N3



What else, in what obther way did vou work with what we sometimes

call the educationally deprived?

£ Mot so much, not directly. I worked with students

Communication who had to carry out speech practicum.

Spaesch

Practicum was one of the courses, one of the reguirements for

araduation. They had, the students had to gu out and develop

workshops and develop contacts with a varilety of

populations.

i Speach

thelr

and sa

in that way, I saw the opportunity there for the students to work on

projects, with these populations and use that as

practicum assianments.

N Were these studants with spesch problems or

averybody in the class?

(&% Everybady in the class.

& I see

(& Yeah

N Now we have speech therapy.
A Right

W In education?

a basis

was this

tfor

Ju

2]

theilr

L



A Well no. Speech Pathology and audiclogy are really in the School
of Fine Arts and Communrications. Many people argue that they should

not be, but they are.

& Let’s look at some of vour greatest frustrations over Lhe vears

here,

ey T suppose the greatest frustration was not being able to
malntain the close contact with peopls from other disciplines. [
missed that. In the early part of the 20s we became more and more
fragmented, more and more speclalized, more and more expert in our
areas 1n developlng our own particular expertise and the idsa of
promoting collegiality was an over worked term. UOpportunities to
daevelop colleglality eavaporated and that was a Trustration.

I think another frustration was the faclt that we werse developlnyg
new programs angd it took time for the state legislature to act
favorably and I knew this is not my own experience, bubt this is an
gxampls of the frustration I was aware of. Pesopls in the Mass
Cammunication department for vears have been trying to get
authorization to develop a radio/teleavision station. They have the
radio station but I think there’s still a request for a television
studio, television programming. Carbondale has ftelavision
programming as doess WIU, but we don’t. That is an ongoing
frustration.

1 Jumped over to Mass Communication, let me get back Lo my own
area, Spesch Communication. We have had the ongoing frustrations of

not being able to get enough money to hire senough graduate students



to tesach our basic level courses but that’s a frustration we have asll
faced ar are facing and probably will. The peoplse who come after us

will continue to face 1t.

Qo If those are your worst frustrations, why you very wall did have
it oall.

A% Yes., I thoroughly snjoved.

Qo Some of vour best memories that you may not have mantioned s0
Tar.

AN 1 think the proximity, We have not talked about this at all.
This is part of the whole experience. Proximity to 8t. Louls, the
cultural center. Powell Hall and the Municipal Opera offer wonderful
things. Some of them are pretty jazzy and pander to the public but
it’s all culture and there are some really good things. Leonard
Slatkin can not be put down as a second rate leader in the field.

Thare theres 1s Webster Collsge and the Loretto Hilton Theatre
and , of course, 8$t. Louls is the birthplace of the famgus

plavwright, T. $. Elliot.

e How about some of vour worst memoriss?

AN Well, the weather. I hear what sounds like air conditioning

going on riaht now.

& And vou &lso hear my computer.

[
F



A Do yvou remmber when we did not have A/C in all of the classrooms
ar when it would break down. God that was awful. 1 think anather
memory that is pretty negative is the fact that on ons occasion [ was
the consumate perepatetic instructor for that particular guarter

anyway. All over the place.

G That was after 65 1 take 1it.
P It was after 65. Do vou remember the classes thalt were taught
in the Edwardsville High School. There were some classes Lthere.

Because we did not have adedguate classroom place on the canpus s

they had to.

NI Well Bob, T don’t know whether it will maks you feel belter or
worse but vou are a first I think at lsast nobody else has told me

that same worst memnory. anvithing lse along those lines?

[ This comes closer to a humorous situation. It's not really &
worst memory, just kind of a funny thing. On the alton campus, this
was years ago, professors were required to sign a lovalty cath,

remembsr that issue?

W Yes.

g and then the House on Un-Amerlcan Activities commities hearings.
tind this came after McCarthey, Joe McCarthev’s broughaha in the
Senate. On the Alton campus, there were students 1n my classroom who

were really exclted about this: can’t we go out onto the campus lawn



and puUt up a Little soap box and we 1l see what kind of an
apportunity there is for students to sound off. I said 0.K. that
sounds like an o.k. project. So we did that. But then the assistant
dirsctor of Student affairs saw me and saw some of my students and we
ware going out onto the lawn and he said, where are you going. Your
moving out of the classroom? I told what we were golng to do and he
salid we had to have an file for a reguest for an out of classroom off
campus sort of a project but this is just a spontansous sort of a
thing, T said. and it just struck me as a humorous sort of thing.

You have to legislate or control spontaneity on ths campus.

Qe I presume that was Howard Davis.

AN No, No. Bill Banahan. Do vou remsmber him?

IR Yes, a little.

o I don’*t know what became of Rim. I don’t think he lasted. &as

a matter of fact Howard Davis saved me. I think he saw the wisdom of

what the students were trving Lo do. S0 he allowed us to do 1t. It
did not become reqular thing. 5o Bill Banahan really had no causs
TOor worry. I like Bill. It was Just that it struck me as a funoy

situatican more than anvithing else.

Qs Yes,
A grnother bit of humor, do vou remember, boy we are golng down

memory lane, Phil Vogel.

14



G Farth Science?

=i In garth science and Mel Kazek? A number of them were on thsir
way to Carbondale to attend mestings. Do vou know what I'm going to

SAY .

g Mavbe .

A and they lost thelr way. Geographasrs!t They mads the wrong Lurn

and they never lived that down.

G The version I got from somsbody a littls closer to i1t was. BilLll
Baker or Phil Vogel or somebody kept saving, well we've seen that,

look at that church it’s just like the one we saw the last time.

(A I think that there were a lot of fun things that happsned on the
campus tricycle - tric contest during Mayfest. Those ware light kinds
of experiences. I'm trving to think of some other. Remsmber when
the roof of the Peck building leaked. I was walking along ths hall
way coming in out of the rain. 1 had Just come in out of the rain
and I was getting wet. I still had my raincoat on. I was shaking
myself off and shaking out my umbreslla. I poppsd the umbrella and
held the umbrella up as I walked down the corridor. I think Joe
Munshar or somesone said, what’s the that for. I said, its still
raining. and I think Joe mentioned that in one of his classes and

they got a chuckle out of that.



@ Tt would be cheaper to hire the roofers, make them Ph.D. s and
let them do nothing but repair: a great idea except they wouldn't

work for that little money.

~ Yeah.

G Aand the other great idea we had was waell, lat’s just bring
biology over and let them seb up an arboretum and let the rain coms
in and water their plants.

all right on best, worst, and humgrous., anvithing slse that comeas

to mind.
P Workshops for senior cltizen service providers:; this was a good
experience. I developed student projects. Dirsectesd some of Lhe

students projscts where students could go into the nursing homes and
talk to the older folks and get and sncourage them to opsen up and
thaey would come up to the campus and sit in on the classes.
mmunication process and how aging can effect vour moral. It had an
etfect on moral. Aging did. And the older adults were gquite willing
to talk about this openly.

They talked about how it, you g8t up in the morning and you
don’t have that old drive anymore and vet vou know you have fto get Lo
work, you have to do things. Younger people who had been reading
journal accounts and doing papers on communicating and aging and soms
of the problems of aging and making comments on how terrible 1t would
ba To grow old. and these were folks who were old and taking it
rather lightly. That was a tremendous eve opensr for me and far my

students.



[ Is there something you might like to rescord that would most

assuredly never end up in an official history?

A Yes, 1 have menticned it and I mads a note of that. I one time
spent the evening in the Faculty Club in a sleeping bag. Mot only I
but my kids took thaem down to grassy lake ong weekend and we came
bhack and 1t was to late, I Torget what the I guess my wife had been
gone. I did not have a key for the houss and s0 we had to find a
place to stay that night. She was out of town and [ didn’t have the
key to the house. [ forget sxactly how that happened. So we just
returned from the camecling trip and went into the faculty club and
luckily there was someone ab the faculty club and we watched the T.V.
and then we Just stretohed out the slesping bags for the nignt. That
emphasizes the kind of a family feeling. Take care of the faculty

members.

& Have vou related the university to the community?

A Depends, I guess, on how vou define community. If vou want to

cdefine community as the world, bevond Edwardsville, bevond Illinois,

bayvond the United States. , there were certainly some relatlonships.
T had the opportunity in 1982 to take a year off and taught for the
university of Maryland and I ve shared this with you and that was 3
chance to usa what [ had taught and use what I had learn, and uss the
courses and the notes for the overseas program, EBuropsan Division,
50 1 personally was able to relate to the rest of the world. Last
fall I taught for SIU Carbondale in Japan and that was really an

interesting experience. They have in a little town of Nakajo &

17



collaege campus. it's one of their overseas off campuses., OFF campus
prodgrams over there. Nakajo is a little town on the coast of the Ssa
of Japan. Business men in Nakajo and some sducational leaders
developsd the idea of an american university an opportunity for
Japanasse students to take amsrican university coursss in Japan to
prepare them for matriculation in the States. Samaehow the idea got
out and in some way the Carbondale faculbty members pilcked 1t up. I
don’t know exactly how 1t came to pass. RBut Carbondale educational

Ju

leaders and Japanass businsss interests got together and now Lhnere
are possible plans for the developmant of similiar projscts in

Austria and Spain. Incidentally this is another frustration. Do vou

remember the davs of Delvie Morris? Certainly yvou do.

[ Yes .,

& I'm looking right naw at a man who has, I know vou' ve bean

overseas and vou've done work in Eastern Europe and yvou ve parhaps

taken students over there. And thse whole ildea of opsning up the rest
of the world my goodness with the tearing down of Berlin Wall. Wsll,
T don’t nesd to expand on this polint becauss yvou can ses where ['m

going all ready. Bubt we nesd to develop SIU through the world

communities.,

Q: SIU abroad.

& Right!

G We have been very weak in that.

18



[l T know and can not sver forget the disappointment I felt when we
had opportunities: threse faculty membsars went to Switzerland and theay
wanted to develop a campus over there, an SIU campus. It was turnsd
down by the preslident. and then Webster college seilzed that
opportunity and they developed Webster College in Switzerliand and
Webster Collsge branch campus i1n the Netherlands and mavbs in
northern Italy. It's qood to develop programs that will help
Illinois. This part of Illinols has bsen somewhat depressed for a
number of vears., That is certainly the reason why we should be the
best of our kind to develop opportunities for our students and

Illinois southwestern Illinois businesses, but aren’t we bilg snough

el

to look abroad at that sams bims’

G I took 24 students to Vienna in 1962,

A 19627

0 There never was a Tollow up.
o Oh for heaven's sake.
G Tihe program kind of laid down and disd. This gives ma a

marvelous apportunity to move into what contributions has the

university made to the area and have we met our challenge.

19



&

A I think we’re beginning. We have shown soms signs, soms
important signs that we are mesting that challenge. Evervtime I go to
the dentist now, or the doctor. They knew my children in high school
and here they are operating in the hospitals and in the dental
clinlics and so on.

They are SIU business men, SIU salss people. business leaders.
You see that in the alumni magazines that comeg out. I've ssen 1t in
my own contacts with professional pesople and that’s kind of & warm

fesling.

@ My dentist btsaches at SIU
Al Mime too. and I have another studesnt who has been the oo author
of more than one book in the field of public speaking. She’s doing a

raally gocod Job at Lewis and Clark now,

N Well, that must be one of vour great satisfactions.

= Yes.,

& Thne success of vour studsnts.

&% That’s what it is really all about dsn’t 1t? To use an
averworked phrase. Bub here 1t i3 1921, we’'re inching our way toward

1992 and my lord the time goss fast though., Think back to 195%.

Qe It’s unfair Bob the lsss vou have the Taster it goss.

A I know it. 68 vears old, I'11 be this coming October.

20



N I'11 be &5 in November.

M Therse are Jjust too many things left on ths agenda.
@z Well, there’s one thing in working with voung people: it helps
keasp vyou youndg. It’s a very real fringe benefit.

If ¥ could interview just arbiltrarily two more people, who might

YOou suggest?

£ Well, yvou may have already touched bases with Patrick

Riddlebergsr, anthony Traxler, Jack Ades, Reagan Carpenter, BiLll

Slatterly. Thoss are names that come to me. John Richardson, Lyman
Holden.

L These are all good suggestions.

[0 Oh, Herb Rosenthal.

Qe I did intsrview Herb.

£ He’s done so many interesting things. Taiwan. Are these

naecessarily pesople who retirsed?

& No, I just like to ask people, it’s & set guestion [ ask
evaerybody I'm just trying toe do a difficult Jjob fairly wsll., Well
Bob as we look over the last approximately an hour. Is tharea
anything yvou would like to add to anvthing we have discussed or would

vou like to add anything about something we haven' t discussed.

21



Ay Wall, I guess one of the things I want to add is summed up 1n a

phrase: the human situation may be hopeless, but it’s not serious.

Q@ Vary good.

A I look at ths human situation, ths problems that we have on the
campus, in the state of Illinois, throughout the world and I know
we' re going to stumble along like the British Empire, but we will
muddle through somshow.

You realize sure there are big important problems that we have
today: homelessness, unemployvment, we should not blink., We should
not ignore these problems. One way or another thouagh I think we’ 1l

be able to deal with them. That’'s about the extent of my thought for

today

N Well, Professor Bob Hawkins, long time Triend, co pionaer of
Alton 1n particular, I remember we went to parties and plonics and
all kinds of things together. Thanks for besing willing to come by

and record this Tor posterity and well on that rathsr high note wsll

formally turn the taps off.
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