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Al Yes, I came in “6H1. I got out of scheol in 4%, I went to the
University of Illineis and [ studied journalism. Hack then oy
ambition was to own a weekly newspaper. Evervhody that wag in

journalism bad the idea that thev’ed gel a Jjob on a oity nes

Pike going out to

My ddesn was on bthe country weelily news

that, So § otook a dob oat a little paper,s twice

Y

Newton, Illinoils. i worked there for a

starting salarv was ab

ten dollars more out of

hhad come from Mattoon, he

drawer each we Which 1 was naive encugh not to know that

ause | was the one going to the cash

could be danderous be

drawer to take ten dollars out, not him handing it to me., Lucki

worked.

eI

Anvwayv I sta fhe For about a vear and a

3

had been scouting around trving to find a we for sale.
He found one in Altamont., 1., in Effingham Countwy. So with some

I bought a

bank, mv wil

helo from the iilty oand a loan from

weeklyv newgpaper. I was still pretityv dreen. I was about. oh.

'

twentyv-gix vears old., something like that. My wi and I were married

in 47 while we were hoth still in school. Andl ans

wav we hought that

§ o

how

,..,
ol
)
ot
z,

I reallv didn’t &k too much about managsement

e and | was enthus and myv wife wasg Too. There was &

Little apartment pight in the same building. We

walked out &l right out on the shop., We worked

horn while we were there.

o ohildpren




After about seven and a hall vears we decided that we weren o

easy in the weekly newspsper business. It wasn t

. It was a lot of work. We never had a vacation, S0 we decided

siclent

s came to SiU Carbondale as

Lv 870U then, he bhrought with him from the

ot course that
University of [llincis a man named Bill Lyvons as head of Public
Eelations, One of the first things Bill estolished was an

lied the Southery Agsociation. Lt

oyganization

editors newspapers in

s office fed editors news stories about the

newspapers had a lot of space to

university and most little

111 and not encough to 2o in it.

And 1 was one of those people., The editors met twice a

M 1 '

aonce at Cabrondale in the ring and once in the winter somewhere. I

b Yo e
e

pwt i

wre president in 1957 and 8. The editor who was president hosted

5 .

brua st his home

or

winter meeling. Tt was somebtime in

A

LOW . Jeannie and I hosted the meeting that winter. Bill knew that

We were wanting to sell the newspaper. Paul Simon, who was a good

friend of ocurs. locked at it. He had made an offer to buy one at

well 17 this fella at Metamora turns us down one

Metamora. He
move Uime we re gonna buy vours, Well the fella at Metamorva didn
turn him down and he didn’t buv our paper. We ended up selling 14 Lo
one of the people who worked for us.

Bill Lvons said at that time, whyv don’t vou Find voursell a Jjob

ars of college public

and get about three

-, Mavbe something will happen.] didn’t Enow

relations experiers

what he wasg talking abouotl. The new president of

Lol



Lebanon, Lllinois, which iz just about thiviv-five
had come to that meeting te ask the editors if thev thought he should
close Moekendree College bhecause 1€ was nol surviving very weil. Lt

hand outs and begging for

didn’t have manv studentis. it was  tal

knew that I was waniting

money .,

if vou sell vour paper why don't vou come overy

and we’ ' 11 start a public rels

Lhers, There has never been one at

[ e o, [ S e - - N .
we' 1l see what we can do,

Well it all {iv. Bill Lvons said get three public

relations experience and this man g come oveyr and lets start a

that wag

public relations program at MocKendree College.

Tled the man at

I bhelieve it was of 14958, We sold the paper. 1
Mokendree and said we've asold the paper. We're ready for the job.
He savs come on over, we can’'t pav veu a lot of monev, S0 we moved

B

him and we

a house and [

to Lebanon.

a public

pYOS AR

tures {or the

I not only wrote news the pic

. I used my awn

vearbock. I buillt a little darkroom in my

may for

equipment. On the side [ did a few weddings to kind of

T

and things that I used because [ wasn T paid

the

for the photography supplies [ used at the collisege., The

president resigned in 1960. He realized that

against the wall, that he couldn’'t do anvihing.

t too lony after that Bill Lvons came over to

dav and asked 1f I could get a dav off. [ @said sure mv Lime's pretiv
flexible. He said well @I'm gonna have somebody come over and pick me

un in oa car and take wme to FEdwardsville and show me something. Ane



L Che paper about some acitivity up here at

didn’t know what it was. There were repor 1

ne land and thev were gonna build a prison here and

were prebelling adaingt it. They didn it want a

mveterious. S he sent somebodyv over. It

was i bthe Humanitiles Department here for vears, Retired

toime up the what

tittle news service offerings

“ N

reason he was pilcked for that was that during World War I1 he and

conclusion of World War 11 wers 1n Germanyv

frving Dilliard at

4

and thev helped establish a United States information agency office

Germany . And that was his total experience

and library in

oot oman and he knew  enoush to Know

in doing that. But

H 3

that 17 he didn't know something to ask somebody, And he was a good

manaceyry for that as 11t got shtart and went under way.

So Rav broughl me over heve and toured me around and showed me

some farms and some farm land and savs thevire gonna bulld a

university over here. Do wvou think vou might want Lo work over heve?

- . Louils and he took me to thew

He took me Lo

were teaching the old Kast St. Louis High School and the
old Shurtleff Campus then. Now this was still 18606, late 1960. Ancl

he took me back to Lebanon and 1| didn’t hear anvithing, He let

and 1T thanked him for the dav and I dide’t hear from Bill Lyons. And
one dav Bill stopped by to see me, Bill had & habit of just dropping
B, Very guiet man. He never, never pul on any pressurs o

F—

anvithing, He just sort of it like an old silipper. And he sgaid well

ok
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ot lovalibv to hin. L othink

- who had a great

chere was & report bthat mavbe never wag ever published. but some

some peopnle and mavi

of 11 were made Lhat ple

some other people within the univery

And vou know, vou' re orobabley more informed on this than T, much

didn’t - 1 saw him the dav [ came over heve to

more

aut . That was his

scation for a job. He was on nis

tast dav., My first -~ 1 shouldn’' bt sav my first dav on the Job, but

the dav he was moving out.

the dav I came v 1 aboard

gent him on a trip with the

Andc 1 o think what it

instructions

stalrs.

(B An we sav he was

me and 1 had nothing to do with 1t.

A Yeah. but that
S0 1'm glad that I didn't come here until after all of those problems
wWers over, My first dav an the job was January 15, 1u&6l. I commuted

in a itittle Volkswagon. I remember

from Lebanon. Drove over
that dav wmore than any other dav because 1t started snowing that

it was snowing and it was hard to

morning and I drove

wav too well either. I think I came throusgh

sea, I didn’'t mv

Trov and the interstate of course wasn't in. It was all the litt

11l them today.

oy the snow continued to pile up and about

Ve e s o 5 gen
e . A0

aiternoon some

eieht the ground ana I

me hack to

"t osure that litile Vollkswagon was goling to

Lebanaon. Lt scared me bto death.
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Just
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tivities and how he wase doing in school.
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i

sther big names, interesting people

the campus buildings was

a firm called HOO, Helmuth,

in 1961, picture in the
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meeting. !l was privy to a lob of those meetings ~ many with people
whose name= 1 don’' t even remember or know and didn’t at that time

ailse my job was ta take 5 of Mr. Morris and these people in

these meetings and the planning sessions,

a tormal ©ime

time there was a meeting there was

there would be a record of it. And those things have

beeyn put in the avchives of the university. I hope that aver the

that somebody doesn’t think thege

vears thev are not destror

5o PN AN A} 3w
em Or i1

carner and

things are worthle and ki

in the ¢€arbage dumpster.

[V No, I 'm zure thev will not. We

of course Lhat's where this interview

e there as long as fThe univergity

cities and peop
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were a lot of

Latery 1n the

on camous, performer sion now and my wife gets Lived of

was oult at

hearing me o I took s ploture of that person when

St

s,

the MRFE, Ur [ saw thig guv. I took a picture of this person.

.

course s lot of people aren’t interested in the MRF phase of this

univeraity.
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(w7

T think it was about 1987 when the 5t. Louls

problema with trving to keep theirv

musiciansg in St, Lounis bescause their season - sort of like a school

teacher’' s season ~ thev worked z=o many months out of the
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thev didn’' t work. And they had offers from other

arcnesitras.,

ey President HMorris, and some of

o the svmphony had some meebings and

stablished aver here
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Ly Ofd Bluii Boad.

3

A O Bluff Road. There wasg a Libtle nond back there that had
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clam and
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rotte, And he conceilved of the ide

MO
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ving A
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he seated down in where the pond wi on Little pads established on

that hill looking down on 11,




Thev couldn’t conceive 1 think of the vast audiences that that

fewt would finally attract. Well those wlans weps soon d
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bt before 1t did I was insbructs go out ancg bhuyv oa
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