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(N David E. Bear, 'm delighted that vou agresed to coma to my

office this April 23, to record your memories and vour sxperiences

here as a pionser. Dave, why did vou come to SIU anyway?
o Well, that is a good guestion that 1 struggle with., There was

o SIU up hers when 1 came. In the fall of 19%6, 1 guess 1t was, I
was sitting in my offilice whers I was a principal over in Alton and I
ad a call Trom the administrative assistant in the school systamn.
He sald he just had a call from Harold Sees. Hs was wanting Lo
amploy sonsong wWwho had sxpasrience and training in the field of
reading at the slementary level and working with teachsrs and
disabled readers.

Me saild, are vou interested? I said, 1T don’t krow I never

Mad any ambition to teach university level. 1 stood in aws of
profassors, yvou know. I had Tinished all of my course work at
Washington University and so 1 gave Harold See & call. He invited me

e

down to Fast St. lLouls for an interview and 1t must have taken place
in fall 1954, he sald they were going to hire two peopls, ong al the
slemantary, one at the secondary level to teach exbension coursss,

which he would be coordinating out of Carbondale. That's where he

worked .



. .

He was the only S5IU person here at the time and so I

Wwith my school district. They saild, wsll vou can takes 1t

clearad

and 1T vou

don’t like it you can come back to yvour Jjob. 30 I went down and

interviewed, mostly with Dean Grinell of the School of Education at

Carbondale. I had a very pleasant interview with him. They offersd

me & contract angd Dean Grinell told me it vou don’t like t©
v takse 1b, vou can slwavys try to transfer to Carbondale.
orotected on both ends vou ses.,

it that time there was no inkling of the univsarsity ©
this ares. The Edwardsville Chamber of Commerce, to my kn
hadn’t met vet. And that idea camse from a speach by Gesorg
to the Chamber of Commerce. He was in the OFffice of Super
of  Public Instruction in Springfield. The Chamber was Lr
mors industry in the aresa, bubt Gsorgs Ltold them at the mae
don’t need mores industry, vou need a branch of a major unt
this area. And this meeting, I'm pretty surs, came about
Joined the faculty and, by the way, Howard Davis Jjoined at

Laime .

W You tkwo were the first hired, weren’t wou?

AR Yes, the first hired for this operation. Harold Ses

was hired at Carbondale much sarlier., and sent up heare Lo

the extansion work.

(N 1955, 1is what he told me.
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218 Yes. Sa, Howard and 1T were the first two. I cams on board thean
i February of 1957 and started teaching. I odon’t recall all the
places I taught but the teaching load was 16.25% hours and I taught
four courseses. I know ons was in Cahokia, ong in 8alleville, one 1n
Alton, and one must have been somewhere else, bubt I don't remember

It

WIE e,

@ At Alton was 1t old Shurtlefft?
AN Mo 1t was at  ore of bthe schools. Ses we hadn’t taken over

Shurtleff. The Southwestern Higher Education Councilil hadn’t besn

formed yvet. There was no thought of a major univaersity at that

time . 50 the classes wera taught in the junior high schools.
[ It was strictly extension?
S Yes, strictly extension. and it wasn't untll this Southwastern

Council on Higher Education cams into bsing.

G: Do vou have a dats on that?

Qe Yes, [ can’t remember it right now. But it was shortly after
See came, 1957, Somewherse around there. It might have bsen in

operation before that. I don’t recall the details. But there had
bsan nothing done and Dir. Fobert Lynn, & surgeon in Alton, a very

communt bty mindad cerson, was chairman of that council. He was alaso



chairman of the Board of Trustees of Shurtleff College. Shorbtly
after I camg on the Jjob, Alonzo Mevers was hired to come in and make
A& SUIVEY. He was Trom New York Unilversity.

He surveved the nesds Tor higher sducation in the arsa. Wher e

was around he sharsed the office Howard and T had down in the

S
&5

-
s

Broadviaw Hotel. The survey presented the needs of the arsa and
of & sudden one day I heard that Shurtleff was closing its doors and

SIU was going in, July the first.

N July lst, what vear?

A 192587, This all haeppsned after 1 had joined in January. And so
in twoe or three months time all thess things transpired and ws
started classes on the Alton camnpus. We had a summar program
starting July the first and several faculty members had been hired.
Guite a Tew call staff pesople wers hired. It was a small program,
but it was a program. Then in the fall of course we ran a largsr
OFOCEEm . I belisve the Fast 5t. Louls operation also startsd i1n the
fall. But [ didn’t have much connection with that. My connection
was wWwith the alton program, aftter 11 gob undsr way.

So, that is how I came on board. Nothing in my planning had led
me toward collsge teaching or university level teaching. I was on
the tall-end of a doctorate. but I was praeparing mostly for public
achool work and had my GI Bill which was kesping this alive, L

didn’t have my doctorate at the time, but 1t did come a vear later in



G I cams 1n 1959, #Which by tod
Now you came aboarad January 195%7

(A3 In 1278,

(N Sooyou were hers 21 vears.

AT Yeas.

(NS Wesll, the nexit obvious guesti
A Well, I like the arga for one
reason. My wife grew up 1n Albon.
the Torce haere, I got intoe a job
the yvears. You know the growing pa
planning and all ths things it tha

that and 1t was a real challengs.
things that would have takan me ve
sstablished university. There was
that T repressnted.

Gl Which was?

0 Ecucation. and 1t sesmed tha

at least at the beginning. I alwa

but the challengs was alwavs there

major event which was important.

avs standards is a real plronesr,

Im what vear did vou raetirve, Dave?

3 1s why did vou stay S0 long?
reason, but that wasn't the only
It was home to me when [ Jioinsd

that was really a challsinge through

ins that we went throughn with the
t had to go on. I got caught up 1n
I was able to do immedialbely
ars to have reachead in an

adrift of lsadership in the fisld
tothings seemned to flow towards me
vs had a challengs. I worksed hard,

that we ware participating in a

and of course, there wWwere Ups and
o

el



downs, when I felt like leaving, but thess wers minor btnings that
whan I sat down and assessad them 1t didn’t seem reasonable for wme to

cUll up and lsavs.

G Well, now, vou ve dused the word challange. What ddo vou consider
vour most significant contributions you wersg able to make over Lhese

21 ysars here in the School of Bducation?

& Well, T think giving leadership to the developmant of the
departmsnt, bubt more specifically ths development of the reading
center and the readipng olinle which weras iIn my tesaching Tield., We
rought many children to the campus-~forty to Tifty sach gquarter to
recsive special instruction and this was a part of the training
program of the people pursulng & masters degree program. That was
onae of the things 1 was very proud of. I had an opporiunity to work
with public schools. T was out in the schools & great deal. and we
had many bilg conferences here on campus that I helped aorganize and
spearhaad, We had as many 8% a thousand at ons time atfending ong of
the reading conferancess, Feoole came in from all over the state. 1
helpad organize the Illinoils Reading Council and did extensive work
Wwith graduate students which I think was probably ths highlignt of
s11 of 1t.

But the problems. You had a gquestion in thers about

frustration. What Ffrustration did I find? Basically I thought of

myvself az a teacher, but 1t ssems that inevitably I was thrown into

3

some kKind of administrative work, where I had spent 3 lot of tims and

anergy 1in developing programs and this conflicted with what I roally

wantaed to do.

&



There 1s only & certain amount of time. & certain amount of
@naray that a person has and esspecially during the latter part of my
career here 1 found that 1 could not possibly keep up with the Tisld
and new things that were developlng. I couldn’t be the teacher I
wantad to be withoug morse Lims keeping Jdp with the literature 1n the
Field. So I felt a grasat frustration there. and finally when [
reached the age of sixty I thought, no use In fighting this, I'm
aither going to have to go into teaching Ffull time and take & little
time to gain back what I felt I had lost in terms of my filield or 1
needad to Jjust retire and at the age of sixty. 've had 3% yvsars In

teaching =0 I chose retiremsent. Bubt during the 21 years at Stug L

]

had a very successtul carsaer in my own mind and it cams Lo me JUust
out of the blus. The job was not related to my ambition at the time,
3 Now you were here during all this oritical period of being an
axtaension of Carbondale and then being a adjunct campus and thean
separate campus.  Could vou tell us some of vour feslings about that?
Barticularly how See and Morris got along and whether Carbondale

1

treated us Tairly or mot in this whols evolution?

A I'm not privileged to the information on how they got along whean
they wars fTace Lo Tace. They werg two very capable pesople, Lwo wveary
ambitious pesople and perhaps because of thelir strong sgos  Lhers was
some clash over which direction to go. Harold was up here; ['m surs

he felt he had a lot of authority that maybe Morris didn t think he

Fad.



I would say that this operation wouldn’t have gotten off Lo 4
fast start without Harold Ses. I think the very fact that thsre was
a clash somawhers along the line was inevitable based upon Ltwo psopls
who waere very devoted to their gosls for this institution. Marala
viewad i1t one way and I'm sure Morris viewed 1t somaswhat the othar
way ., Carbondale campus people wantad to keep a pretby Tirm grip on
avervihing up here, even at the departmental level, they wanted Lo
control it.  We didn’t want that. We wanted fresdom. 4angd working
with the slementary sducation department and all the pesople down
there wanted to approve all of the persons up here who taught
graduate classes and that saort of thing. That is one sxample. We
Adicdn’t want that, bub they did., These things took time to resolve so
it was a gradual developmsnt with one side resisting and one sids
pushing. The way progress is made. Bubt I don’t know if that answers

vour question simply encugh or not.

G I am ravealing more of myvsel? than [ should, but [ never cared
for Carbondale and I did not like the way they treated us. I was 3
See man and from day ong I wanted us to try our own wings. Well, we
eventually did pretty much of course.

& related guestion, vour dreatest satisfactions?

fr Well T feesl that I had the association with many brilliant minds
here on campus. T would not have had that assocliation had 1 staved

at my pravious bype of work, and I think that... well vou can’ t help
but change and grow yvourself when vou are axpossd to idsas of peopls
in different fields who are experts, or brilliant pesople or whatever.

and this, T think, is one of things that stands oub i my m8mory. i

5]
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know in the very beginning over in Alton, don t know 1T vou remember
John Rockwell or not, but John was retired from New York Universiiy
in Psychology and 1, as a voung professor ate lunch with him svery

cay in the bullding at 3226 Collsge nvenue whers we had offices.

s

There were obthers in the buillding teoo, wae did a lot of sharing. {

think this is ons of the grest satisfactions, bsing with these

paople. I served on Unilversity Councils, and Graduats Councils and
hy 1,

various others., I met people from obthar flelds than my own, which

broadened my outlook.

Hx Have wvou kept up with many of vour bstter students?

Az No, not really. I see some of them occcasionally, and 1 hsar by

the grapavine that somae ask about me, when they see friends of ming.
But as far as keeping up wWith them I haven’ i done much of that, not
avern with professors anymore., I live in the Godfrey area and [ don’t
get to campus very often., whan I do get here I find that mest of the
people that I knew have retired. I've been outbt now for 14 years.
Therae are soms stbill living in the area like Regan Carpenter and
others that I sees occasionally. But many of them I had the
responsibility of hiring the first vear on the Edwxwardsville campus
and that was 6% I belisve. ke hired guite a numbesr of pesople, and
most of those people we hired were voung professers, many in their
sarly-mid thirties. Well, they’'ve since gong on to retirement and

are not hers. Thars are a few liks Don Baden arcound.



G Aand myself, whose besn haere forever and has no plans Lo retirs,
1711 alwavs be here Dave. You 11 always find me 1f vou come out. We
lived in Florissant for 25 vears and two vygars ago movad over heres.

Fe

Y

And we're very glad we did because we are now more a member of
University community, which has become guite important to us. &All
Fight, now vou touched on frustrations, is thers anvihing vou'd care

ta add to that in vour carvest here?

Gy No, most Frustrations fTads from memory because they are

frustrations of short duration. and svery Jjob has its frustrations.
I have no real life frustrations. [ did guite well here in my job atb

the University. I worked hard, progressed through the ranks, and
toward the latter part of my carear, pay was good and so... most of
the frustrations that I experiesnced were of short duration and wers

what I already indicatsd.

3
T
s
fad
-

e

ght some of vour happliest and best memories of yvour careser

Go Well, I alwavs felt & great sense of satisfaction when we would
have a reading conference here on campus and have all the way Trom

500 to 1,000 people show up. We had people 1n as a part of this to

A

relate to the teachers, spesak to them and so on. éand 1 felt, alwavs,
we must be doling a few things right if we can attract that many

people Trom our arsa.



When we had the state meeting of the Illinois Reading Councii o
campus Lh showed that we were making progress throughout the stats
and making a positive image for our Universibty. And it was just

things like this, where outsidsrs felt that you wmere Jdoling & good

Job .

Wr  Explain a bit Dave, what are rsading councils and reading

confersnces.,

e o Well, this is of course one of the most imporhtant things that are

tauaght i eleamentary school, reading. We know thers srs many

2%

o
£33
3
=

children who have problems with it, not relating necessarily to 1

of intellidencs., but there are many rgasons why a person has

[
—+

difficulties with a languags and s0 on. And during that period
time we had teachers who also wanted Master s degrees., and some
didn’t even have Bachelors when I camse up, so there was & grest nesd
out there. Since this was a greatbt concern, as how to really induct
children into reading, 1t ig a complex process.

You don't really see the camplexity of it with children who are

raady to go and that take off. But for many children this iz not ths

case,. S0, there was a great interest here, and teachers banded

B
3

togaether in this. Also I was responsible, along with Bob Stinkeller

of getting started the lLewlis and Clark Rsading Council, which
includes all the southwestern Illineis area here, which is still
Ffurctiloning. And 1t was my association with tsachers in the Fileld,
Falping tham railze their sights, helping them gel exposure Lo NewW

ideas and learning from them that gave me a great deal of

satisfaction,.

Ll



ey Well then basically ths conferences and the councils waere to
1,

teach the fteachers in the public schools better wavs of handling

reading problams.

A Yes, and languags problems.

W Now vou were the Chalrman of the Departmant of Elemaentary
Education, with apparently a specialty in sarly ohildhood. Was that
vour discipling, early ohildhood education?

G No, not necessarily, my spacialiy was in language and the figld
of reading. [ did my dissertation in that area, I did expariments in
the alton school with 16 classrooms using Lwo approaches to teaching
first grade reading, S0 my @xperiancs as a reading person camns
orimarily through some courss work I had plus my disssriation and

[ I

ther I got into teaching over here. [ usad my lsadership in that

direction. But my graduate program was somewhat genaral in the i

of education.

@: Do these live on, these confTerences and councils?

A They are nob, no, I would say no. atter [ left I think they had

a Tew more, but the last few vears they haven't.

G Would vou consider that a frustration?

L



21 Tt 1z a frustration. T know Ruth Richardson who worked with me
for vears always worrisd about what would happen to these programns

I

when we lsave bhe University. T osaid "Well Ruth, I can’t worry aboul
that now, what I'm goling to warry about now 1s what T do whilse ['m
here, wWhat somesbody slse doss or does not do at a later point, 1
can't deal with that.” and of courss I can’t now. OF course times
have changed since then too, enrollments have droppsd greatly and
teachers out in the fisld are still interssted, bubt I think thaey re

interested in & lot of other things now. How to get more salary and

this andg that and s0 on.

G Worst memoriss?

& Porst memories, I don’t have many bad memories. getting myself
orientad in the sarly davsg as to whether this was what I wanted to
stay with was somsthing I struggled with. 1 did have an offer at ons
time to take a Job in a public school in another location, but after
balking with Dean Going 1 soon changsd my mind and staved on here.
I found that he liked what I was doing and his promise looked pratiy
agood hers so I staved on. From that point on I had no gproblam. Gnd
Harold Ses was helpful.

So. ather than the frustrations that go with any Jjob, [ never
had sarlous onss here. I felt overworked at times, but soms of that I
brought on myself. I was on the School Beoard at alton 12 vears while

I was hare and did & Lot of community work. So we bulld our own

oroblems sometimes by nobt saying no.



ol : You sald communitbty work, o what extent, as & piofassor here,
were you Lnvolved in relating the Umiversity to the communlby?  You

mentioned 12 vears on the alton School Board as a for instance.  Any

o

other activitiss like that.
e 1 of course started the student tesching program in the very
beginning and throughout most of my carssr, I didn’'t do the direct
work, but I was 1n contact wilith the public schools, sven as a
chairman, on that program. I was in the logal schools a great desl.
I worked with superintendents and School Boards. 1 did caonsulting
work, especially in the field of reading. During the Lyndon Johnson
vears, when the Fedsral Government put so much monsy 1nto education,
everybody was out aftter a grant. The public schools needed help.
They had to have halp with those things, and not only help with bthe
wiriting of the proposals, but bhelp 1n supgrvising some of the stuff
that was done later. I got involved veaery much in that sort of
Lhing.

and then community lesdership, whatevar camé my way by raguaest
from the schools., a8 a speaker, I trised to stay away from spesch
making as much as possible, but cccasionally I would be called on to
do that, I was involved in the very bsginning of ths [llinois

Reading Council, about six of us sat down in Bloomingtorn, at ths

b3

University there and explored the idesa and now there ig a bi

i

organization. That is one thing that has continued.

Q:  Well that would certainly go under satisfactions. If 1t did not
follow through at the University level, at a higher level it did,

apparently.



S Yes, it 1s a satisfaction. And the Lewis and Clark arsa, which

includes the counties in  southwestern Illinois are still active.

A

How about some humorous things.

£
wr

fo Well, when vou think of humorous things yvou think of pesople.

o I think one of the most interssting and humorous guys 1 ever
worked with was Leonard Wheat., I had a office in the same bullding
with him in Davis Lodgs. You probably don’t know where that is, 1ts
the amall bullding dirsctly across from Loomlis Hall in Alton, on the
cornear, Leonard had a big room over in the corner and Leonard was &
Uy who would talk on any subdact. He was an authority.

Ope day about 9:00 1 left to go outbt and visit a student

teacher, T had 2 1in the Aalton School system T had to g0 see. AT

was leaving he was talking to a voung coach. I think the coach was
interested in getting in on the graduatse program, probably in School
Administration or something like that. He and Leonard were talking
at that time. I came back about and hour and a half later and
Leonard and that guy were still talking, but they were outb in the big
room at that point. Leonard was arguing with im on how to do sone
foothall tactic, I'm not sure what 1t was, but Leonard had a book
under his arm pretending it was a football and he was demonstrating
to the coach on how to do certain things. That was so typical of bis
axpounding nature. And his driving was alwavs of an interest to ms,
gveryvoneg was  afraid of hiz driving. One day we wsre driving to
Carbondale, a whole carload of us in a university car, Lsonardd would

talk and he would drive. and he would drive Tast., He came up baehind



a car on a 2 lane road whare 1t wasn't saftse to pass, s he just
nonchalantly went off on the shoulder, passed the guy and Just kept
on going. Peonls would try to avoid using Leonard as a driver.

One summer we had all the summer programs in East St. Louls.
wWas assignaed down Lhers with Herb Rosenthal and Jules Zanger. Thers
was a car load From Albon and we alwavys managed to gelb bths car
assignad to someons other thanm Leonard since nobody else wantsd Lo

Fide with him. He was an interesting guy. I don’t know 17 he s

still living or not,

G: T was told that he recently died.

A Ts that right? Well he was a nice guy, and ns gave me
ancouragement. Other humorous things wers Just chit chat vou mavas
from day to day with some of the professors as vou sit in a bull
session and eat lunch together. T wasn t ever much for cafesteria
food. 1 usually ate a sack lunch with a few of the boys and I'd take
off and walk around campus for at least a halt hour sach day at nooo.
So, thers wers humorous things, but ite hard to pick oub any more

than that, I don’t know i T can.

G Wers vou involved in any special academic programns Tor the what

we call aducationally deprived?

16



S Not college age students, but we brought slementary childiren on
camnous who had learning. This program was tied into our graduates
level courses. There was case study work and evaluation of the
child®s problem amd instruction that followsd the diagnosis. This
went on continually for many vears,

OF courss the children in bthe program variled some from vear Lo
vaear, but this was a program not only for the cohildren but for ths
teachars, many of whom went into tsaching title programs funded by
the federal government. You had to gualify in certain ways to do
that. In addition to being a teachsr braining orogram, it was a

program that served Kids who were educationally handicapped.

Q: Well [ would think with yvour spacialty in reading and conferances
and councils and olinics, vou must have made a great contributian,

dirgctly and indirectly to this whols area.

A Well I'd like to think so evern though someg of the work is not
going on at the moment. I'm not that close to it to know. I Lhink
there is still a reading clinic going in a much smaller way than we
had at that timse with the conference and so on. Still I liks to
think that I had influence, and mavbe in the lives of some of the

paopnla who were teachers. mavbe soms of 16 long lasting who knows.

e Now, in yvour opinion, what contributions has thisg University made

to bthe area?

17



& As 1 remember, the Myers Report showsd a grsat need Tor piragirams
of all tvees 1n this area. T think we've bean gradually working
towards that, but I think you have to look at this university s
contribution at being mors than Jjust the training of enginsers or
teachars and so on, but at what impact it had on the lives of psople
Who waere in these programs. I guess the cultural level of first
gensration college students has been ralsed. We get a Tresh bataoh
of students of each vear who represent the First gensration in Lheli
family to go to coliegs.

I don’t know 1T the university has been In existence long enough

o

Lo makse a great cultural lmpact. T assuma thers certainly has bsen
some. 1 don’t like to think of sducation as being strictly
vacational, and T dorn’t think 1t has bsen here. I think we nave

raised the sights of people. You can’t educate people without

raising thelr sights in other ways other that Jjust thelr profession.

W To what sxtent do vou think SIUE nhas met its challenge?

Ax T think SIU has done as good a jJob as it could under thes
constraints of the budget. Maybe 1if we got more monsy we wouldn't
aven know how Lo spend it wisely anyhow. This whole operation 1s
sort of a trial and error sort of thing., I think that’'s true in most
organizations vou khow, a lot of trial and error. 1 detect vou have

the feeling that the Taculty needed more money.

Gr:  I'm goling to tap into yvour way back when expertise here. I 1

could interview just 2-3 other people, who might vou suggsst?
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o BiLLl Going, John Schnabel. Ray Spahn, Larry Moaneny, Baob Duncan

N Getting back to those very esarly davs, what would vou care Lo
tell us about the early days around here that vou haven t alresady
told us. Jandary 1957, who else, that is zti1ll here was here longsr

than that?

o The first reglstration day at Alton, bthers was no one Tram
Carbondale to help usg, mavbe ons QF two, in the Fall. We oidn’t
kriow the catalog, at least I didn’t know a senior level course or how
to advise. Bubt we enrolled them in courses. after we anrolled tham,
we found out that beginning fTreshmen wers in senior level courses and
so on. We had a lot of shifting and changing of schedules as a
result of that.

Fvaeryvbody was new. ALl Taculty members were naw,.  Other Than
Herb Rosenthal, who had some time at Carbondale, 50 this was sort of
a mess, bul yvou work out of yvour masses. Sracdually we learned. 1
baelisve that in the early davs, since we wers using the Carbondale
program and catalog that a lot of coopesration and consultation with
them was nesded just to get acquainted with what was. Soms of the

joint committes work we did with Carbondale we did at Orr’s

FRestaurant. Incorporating the 2 campuses we did have guite a few
meetings abt that point. At Alton in the beginning we had bullding

[y

praoblems, renovations started. We took over the bulldings on July
1957 .
@ Prior to July 1, 1957 evervibhing was strictly extension in

varicus places in alton and, vou mentioned some othsr places. ..



& Belleville, T taught at Bellevilile, I think I taught at Cahokia,
in alton, in a public school building, I don’t know whare Howard
taught, probably one of us tadght in Fdwardsville High School.
Parhaps Last St. Louils, and of course Harold Sse taught around ths

area too. That was the extent of our academic program.

@ oand then as of July 1., 1957, when we moved into Shurtlett, then

of course 1t became less extension and ths beginning of a real

CAmPUS .
B No extension after that, 1t was all on campus.

W:  In this Alton, Belleville, Cahaokia, Edwardsville, St. Louls,

thaers was yourself, Davis, Ses, who elsa?

Gr That’s 1it, I don’t think we had any call staft at all helpiog

Ut

G ang you taught extension courses in Tive different communitles?

B T had four courses that first semester, and Howard had the zame

load and See taught one 50 we had about ning courses a semester.

a

@:  How was the integration when alton moved into Shurtleff. We
inherited some Shurtlsaff staff. Claire Gerard in history, &£d Warren
in music, Norman Showsrs in Phys. Fd, was there any difficulty in

coardinating the various personnel?



Gr I odidn’t expsrience any, we had oneg person who, in my fisld, was

not hired. He was at retirement age and he did teach that summsr,

but he wasn't around Tor the Tall. Broadbooks was anobther one. Ha
was in biology and he staved on, SO we did hire saveral of those
people from Shurtleff and they staved with us for yvears. I don’t

racall any specific problems there bacauss nong of the psople ws

Mired wers in my Tisld.

@ I 1t was dust Bear, Davis and Sees, do vou remember who the new
paople warese, other than those who cams from Shurtleff, who startsd

R

out in the Fall guarter.,

A John Glynn, and I have a fesling that Bill Going, <o you have a
recaord an him?  Mavbe Bob Duncan. Some young guy, but I can’t
pinpolint the date on many of them. FRosanthal, Lyman Holdan.

Several were hired and several wers carrled over Trom Snuctleff, and

then in the Fall I'm sure we had guite a few call staff pesople.

B and then of course we got Divisions and acting Jdivision heads and
according to some people I interviewed, 1t took a long time, terribly
frustrating to shape up a real structurs. Morris was vacillating and
Carbondale was trying to control evervthing., You’'ve already
commented on some of the difficulties there. Well, we ve gons on
here Tor almost an hour, I 've openad a lot of doors. Pleass add or

re~address any question yvou would like.

v
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£ I7d like to mention one more rnams., I think h& came 1n 1n January

of the First vear of opsration, and that was Leonard Wheat. Leonard

was 8 ssnlor parson and he had bssn at several differsnt universitiss

fes}
-

G

and gave leadarship in several areas. Tao address other things it
would be mostly a matter of enphasizing what I've already sald that
for me, as a voung professar, 1t was an unexpacted thing. One Lo
which I had not aspired, not even that line of work I had aspirsd to.
It was a mabtter of being availabls at a time when opporiunity
came to me oult of the blue, and responding to 1t, I've always bsean &

vErson Wwho can be declsive. Quite often it doss not take long for ms

to evaluate something and make a descision. T agted that way on the

offer that was made to join the university. Evervibing moved Tasit for
me, af ter I got into it though. T don’t know of any obthsr carser |

could have gotten into that would have bsen as rewarding aven though
there were Trustrations.

T didg not opesrate at the top level anvwhere in the University.
I operated poretty much within thse school or department. ThereTors,
some of the Trustrations with Morris and others, even though I got
irnvolvaed some, I did not get the full brunt of soms of the struggles
that went on there as perhaps vou and some of the others did. I
tried to not get overly involved oubside my cwn Tileld, becausse [ had
anouah to do there. Fven though I was on councils from time to time
and I was a division chairman and later Department chailr, 17 ve had
savaeral differsnt administrative roles, but mostly within my own

teaching araa,

@ Would vou do it again, Dave?



& I have no regrets, T would do 1t again. What more could a kid
that grew up in the Ozark Hills sxpect? 1 always had a lotb of
ambition butbt the destination was not always out in front of me, but I
Was & persan who always pluggsd away at somathing. Whan 1 had  the
GI B1l)l staring me in the face. I took advantage of 1t. Something
told me to keep going and T odid., T got my Master®s in L9538, no 1948,
and my Doctorate in 1958, and 17 it hadn’t been for the GIL Bill [
probably would not have done 1t I Joined the university in 19%7,

and I have no regrets.

W Bafore we end I would like to go back once morse to those early
davs, early 1957, if there is anything else, since you are the only
person with any memory of that. anvthing mors to add to the critical

neriod between January and July 57, I would Like that expandsd.

A T o will continde to think about that. I do remember that after I
Joined thinks started popping, rumer and rumor. Aand MHarold Sse would
pass on things to me, rumors, and we nevaer were sure what to belisve.
Then I got to the point where I didn’t know whether to belisve
somaething was real or not. When I heard Shurtleff waes closing, it
finally cams outbt in the &lfon Telegrach and then [ realized 16 was &
sure thing. SIU was going to rent the bullding Tacilitiss and so on.

Thare were a lot of rumors floating around at that time and
most of the rumors turned out to be trus. It was sad Tor many peoples
at Shurtleff and rejoicing Tor those with connsctions with SIU.

Fepenially Harold, he was the promoter and visionary.

}
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N Tell us again, how was it that yvou and MHoward were the Tirst Lwo

hired.

A Well, 1 guesss, [ don't know that, [ guess Harold See mnust have
gotten the authority to hire two persons. They wanted to sxpand
their offerings 1n this area and Harold identitied the two areas hs
wanted., He wanted somsong in elementary and secondary education. Hs
wanrted the elementary person to have soms expertise in the Tileld of
reading bacauss surveys had indicated thers was a negd. He called
Ray Ready, administrative assistant in alton, sort of an assistant
Superintendent in the Alton school system. He and Harold had worksad
together in & workshop the summer before, 1t must have been 1956.
Harald liked Ready, liked his work and so he asked him i he
nad anvbody in his school system who would gqualify for the Job. He
said they had someons working on his doctorate. He had a ressgarch
projsct going in the Alton schools. He saild he's probably about what
vou're looking Tor. 5o Harcold gave me a cail and asked me 1if [ had
an interest and that brings me up to the point wheare 1T was talking
garliar. T cdidn’t know whether I did or not. I guasss they started
with the authorization for the dobs. I don’t know what want on prior
to that. Harold may be able to slaborats some on that. When - you
said he would be here one of these davs, but Howard, I don’t know

where he go Howard’ s name.

e Werae yvou collsagues? Did yvou know cach other - yvou and Davis?

Y
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=5 Not really except that at Washington University Howard and

were in a class--graduate class together and maybe we wers in a

<l

Ehat took the agualifving exams at the same time. Im not sure,. butbt
did know of Howard prior to bhis coming on board.

N Were yvou in the same school system?

£ No. He was over 1in Missourl.

MM OF,

(A% Jennings I believe and I was in alton. So Harold got his namne
from soms other source bthan whers my name cama from.

[N Well IT'm glad I came back to that. You're the only ong that
could tell us that. Well perhaps See could, but I've already
interviewed him.

A Oh vou have?

[N Yas.

g I thought vou saild he was coming back.

a: But formally, Dave, thanks for coming by and sharing ali of
these things. Much of this information could come from no ong else

so 1t's doubly appreciated, On that happy note, we’ Ll Tormally

Rt 4
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