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Suriname trip opens new cultures to students
Suriname is a country of which we 

hear very little. Many people can’t even 
place it as being in South America. Yet, 
it is becoming a popular destination for 
students interested in knowing more 
about cultural studies, and was the des-
tination for a group of students from 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
this past summer. Two of the students 
were Jennifer Lewis and Alex Taitt, both 
anthropology majors.

� “I always knew that I wanted to study 
abroad while I am here in college because 
it is a great opportunity,” said Taitt. “A lot 
of people go to Europe, but this opportu-
nity came along to go to South America 
and study cultural anthropology.” Both 
students said that they had never heard 
of Suriname before this trip. 

“During my interview with Dr. Cairo 
and Professor Bentley [the SIUE faculty 
leaders of the trip], I said, ‘Anyone can 
go to Europe, not many people get the 
opportunity to go to South America’.” 

 “Learn how to do field work, work 
with people, getting used to just walking 
up to random people and talking to them 
because that is really difficult for a lot of 
people to do,” Taitt said regarding the 
main objective of the course. “You can 
learn a lot in the classroom, but until you 
actually go out into the field you don’t 
get the full experience and that’s really 
what the faculty wanted us to accom-
plish.” Suriname is a particularly useful 
country in which to conduct cultural 
studies due to the tremendous mix of 
ethnic groups living there. 

“You have the people who were 
slaves from Africa, you have a Dutch 
population, you also have a very large 
Hindustani population, and Javanese, 
and then Chinese. One of the great things 
that we kept seeing and hearing about 
this country is that on one street there 
was a mosque and then a completely dif-
ferent religious temple right next to it,” 
said Taitt. “And they were able to get 
along. You have this huge mix of cultures 
and from what we saw it was peaceful. It 
was really great to see that.” For Lewis 
the experience was also eye opening. 

“This is a country where there were 
probably racial imbalances and gender 
imbalances, but overall there was a feel-
ing that these people think of each other 
as pretty equal,” she said. “It was amaz-
ing to see.” And while Dutch is the 
official language of the nation, that was 
not much of a barrier for the students in 
interacting with the Surinamese. 

“A lot of people could speak broken 
English because American television is 
pretty much everywhere,” said Lewis. 

“A lot of people said that they learned 
English in what we would call elemen-
tary school and they remember some of 
it. It wasn’t too terrible, but sometimes 
it was difficult to understand. And usu-
ally someone around would know how 
to speak something so they would help 
us.” Among the most interesting cultural 
experiences they had was attending the 
Carifesta.

 “It is a Caribbean-wide festival that 
was being held in Suriname that year,” 

explained Taitt. “So really everywhere we 
were going and doing our observations 
they were preparing for this by doing 
dances and skits and plays. So we really 
saw a huge variety of artistic things. 
On top of that, Dr. Cairo and Professor 
Bentley set us up with different cultural 
activities where we would do Hindustani 
dance one day and then an Amerindian 
dance, and played drums. So we really 
got a good taste of all the cultural activi-
ties that were there.” Sometimes they 

were approached with interesting ques-
tions because they were Americans.

“One of the things that struck me 
the most happened when we were in a 
small village that was in the interior, 
very cut off,” said Taitt. “We had to get 
there after a very long bus ride and then 
a boat. When we go to the village they 
call us the ‘Obama people,’ because we 
were Americans. We did get questions 
like, ‘How do you like it here?’ and ‘Is 
it different?’ People were very open 
about us being there and curious about 
our journey.” The overall experience, 
the students said, profoundly impacted 
them. 

“We actually did a presentation for one 
of the cultural groups that we worked 
with and I said to them, ‘When you hear 
about a country you may see pictures of 
the people, but it’s hard to really fully 
realize what the people are like there.’ 
Going to Suriname, a whole new culture, 
it’s definitely a culture shock, but it was 
refreshing,” said Lewis.

 “Obviously we learned about anthro-
pology and doing stuff out in the field,” 
added Taitt, “but for me one of the best 
lessons I learned was to just be more 
confident in myself. I can do things. I 
can go travel and survive and I can find 
out more things about myself and it’s ok 
to do that.” Both students said that they 
would like to go back.

 “I was talking to my grandma, who 
is Dutch,” said Taitt. “I told her that we 
all need to go and that she could be our 
translator and we can make our way 
around there. We’ll see if it happens. I 
would love to go back though.” 

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be 
reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

Aldemaro Romero Jr.
College Talk

Photo by Aminata Cairo

The group of SIUE students who visited Suriname in the summer of 2013.
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Looking for a change, Lehrer worked for six 
months dancing in a Vegas-style show in Merv 
Griffin’s Funderful at Resorts Casino/Hotel in 
Atlantic City.

Wanting to get back into concert dance, Lehrer 
auditioned and was hired by Giordano Jazz 
Dance Chicago (GJDC) where after just three 
years he was promoted to Rehearsal Director, 
and two years later was promoted to Associate 
Director.  Lehrer performed with GJDC for 10 
years before focusing solely on his Associate 
Director responsibilities which included serving 
as tour manager and the company’s resident 
choreographer in which he produced seven 
original works that received rave reviews.

“In addition to his works on GJDC, Lehrer 
has choreographed for several dance compa-
nies in Chicago and around the world includ-
ing; Thodos Dance Chicago, Instruments of 
Movement, Momenta Dance Theatre, Louisiana 
Dance Theatre, Le Jazz Groupe from Monterrey, 
Mexico, and Kannon Dance of St. Petersburg, 
Russia,” Lehrer’s biography states on the 
LehrerDance Web site.

“Jon has also set his choreography on many 
university dance companies including the 

University at Buffalo, University of Nevada 
Las Vegas, University of Nevada Reno, East 
Central University, Northern Illinois University, 
and Hope College. In 2002 Jon was one of four 
Chicago choreographers selected to participate 
in the first ever Dance Chicago Choreography 
Project, sponsored by the Chicago Community 
Trust and Sara Lee; and was selected to partici-
pate again in 2004. Through the Project, Jon set 
an original work on dancers from the Joffrey 
Ballet, and another on Thodos Dance Chicago.”

In 2007 Lehrer opened LehrerDance in Buffalo, 
N.Y., and the company has been taking the dance 
world by storm ever since receiving rave reviews 
as it has toured around the country and world.

In 2011, LehrerDance began its season on a 
three-week, 15-city European tour that took 
the company to Germany, Switzerland and 
Luxembourg.  Then after a successful tour to 
Russia in 2012, LehrerDance was invited back 
for two performances just this past December.

In an interview for a client feature spot-
light for the accounting firm Lougen, Valenti, 
Bookbinder & Weintraub, Lehrer states what 
makes LehrerDance unique.  “On an artistic 
level, what sets us apart from other dance com-
panies, both here and around the world, is our 
artistry and accessibility all rolled into one,” 
Lehrer states in the article.  “At LehrerDance we 
pride ourselves on being equally artistic as well 
as entertaining. Whether you are a dance aficio-
nado or someone just looking to be entertained, 

we have it all.”
The LehrerDance style is described on its Web 

site as being based on three main elements of 
movement: Circularity, 3-Dimensionality, and 
Momentum.  “These combine to create a form 
best described as “Organically Athletic” – inte-
grating the approach and fluidity of modern 
dance with the excitement and energy of jazz 
dance to create an expressive, engrossing style 
of movement,” Lehrer’s Web site points out.

And although LehrerDance is comprised of 
but eight individuals, they each bring their 
unique skill to the performance “from Break-
Dancing to Modern, Ballet to Gymnastics, each 
dancer adds their own spice to the LehrerDance 
mix, keeping it fresh and evolving.”

Tickets for LehrerDance may be purchased 
at the Dunham Hall Fine Arts Box Office from 
8 a.m. until noon, the Information Booth at the 
Morris University Center, by calling 618-650-
5774, or online at artsandissues.com.  General 
admission is $25 while SIUE staff, retirees, 
alumni, students and seniors over 65 are $20.  
SIUE student ticket prices are $15.  If you have 
any questions, or would like an Arts & Issues 
season brochure, contact the Arts & Issues office 
at 650-5194.

This engagement is supported by the Arts 
Midwest touring Fund, a program of Arts 
Midwest, which is generously supported by the 
National Endowment for the Arts with addition-
al contributions from the Illinois Arts Council. 
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 The exhibit features the collection of both Gary Denue, who is the President 
of the Board of Directors, and Jeff Pauk, who is also on the Board of Directors, 
which explains how the surveyors worked.

“After the surveying exhibit, we plan to have an exhibit on the Kane Family 
architects in March, which were in business for a long time, and had to shut 
down recently, and then a wedding dress and quilting exhibit after,” said 
Mary Westerhold, the archival library manager.

Although the museum is in Edwardsville, the history can apply to anyone, 
from anywhere according to Sulc.

“Wherever you’re from, we welcome you to the Madison County Historical 
Museum,” said Sulc.

The museum is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesdays through Fridays, 
and from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Sundays. 

For more information on the museum and its upcoming exhibits  call  at 
(618) 656-7562, or visit  online at madcohistory.org.
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MUSEUM
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The NCERC at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville is expand-
ing its research team with the addi-
tion of Dr. Arun Athmanathan, a 
postdoctoral fellow specializing in 
cellulosic and advanced biofuels 
research.

“Following a national search that 
generated candidates from premier 
research institutions across the coun-
try, we are pleased to welcome Dr. 
Athmanathan to the team,” NCERC 
Director John Caupert said. “Arun’s 
expertise is cellulosic biofuels 
research. His studies under biofu-
els pioneers such as Nathan Mosier, 
Mike Ladisch and Nancy Ho make 
him an excellent complement to our 
research division.”

Athmanathan has a broad range of 
experiences in the characterization 
and fermentation of many cellulosic 
and advanced feedstocks, includ-
ing corn stover and sweet sorghum 
bagasse. Both are likely feedstocks 
that the NCERC research team will 
explore. He earned both master’s and 
doctoral degrees in agricultural and 
biological engineering from Purdue 
University’s College of Agriculture.

The Illinois Corn Marketing Board 
and SIUE partnered to provide seed 
funding for NCERC’s postdoctoral 
fellowship program. The funding 
came after the Center’s recent break-
throughs in corn kernel fiber con-
version and feedstock characteriza-
tion. Athmanathan and an additional 
postdoctoral fellow will work under 
Research Director Dr. Sabrina Trupia 
to extend upon the Center’s existing 
research and identify new areas of 
study.

“The NCERC continues to be an 
incredible asset to public and private 
researchers, and the biofuels indus-
try as a whole,” ICMB Chairman and 
Okawville farmer Larry Hasheider 
said. “From accelerating the com-
mercialization of new technologies 
to increasing production efficiency 
and developing value-added co-
products, the NCERC has defined 

the cutting edge of biofuels research 
for more than a decade. We believe 
this investment will yield tremen-
dous dividends for the biofuels and 
agriculture industries through con-
tinued research breakthroughs.”

In addition to the postdoctoral 
fellows, the NCERC also is expand-
ing its research capabilities through 
a new faculty fellowship program. 
University faculty can apply for 
course buyouts in order to con-
duct collaborative research with the 
Center.

“We have already received 
tremendous interest from the 
University community in partner-
ing on research projects,” Trupia 
said. “From biology to chemistry to 
economics to history, the response 
from SIUE faculty has been exciting. 
I encourage interested researchers in 
any department to continue contact-
ing us with research proposals and 
to learn more about the Center’s 
capabilities.”

The Center is currently engaged 
in a search for a second postdoctoral 
fellow. That position is expected to 
be filled in early 2014.

About The NCERC: The NCERC 
at SIUE is a nationally recognized 
research center dedicated to the 
development and commercializa-
tion of biofuels, specialty chemicals 
and other renewable compounds. 
The Center’s fully functional dry 
grind pilot plant and laboratories 
are equipped with advanced biofu-
els capabilities including corn frac-
tionation, pretreatment, and a fer-
mentation suite with 5, 30, 150 and 
1500L scale-up. Facilities are staffed 
by industry veterans with more than 
100 years of collective experience 
in fermentation and biofuels pro-
duction. This knowledgeable team 
has the flexibility and expertise to 
design and carry out projects in 
any region of the advanced biofuels 
or specialty chemicals space.  For 
more information, contact Courtney 
Breckenridge, (618) 659-6737 ext. 
230, cbreckenridge@ethanolre-
search.com, or visit http://www.
ethanolresearch.com.

NCERC expands 
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A member of LehrerDance perform at a recent exhibition.

Scholarships available to area residents
For the Intelligencer

The Madison-Bond Workforce Investment 
Board has announced the availability of scholar-
ships for 2014 high school graduates entering 
Lewis & Clark Community College, Southwestern 
Illinois College or Kaskaskia College next fall. The 
scholarships are being offered through the Great 
River Workforce Development Corporation, Inc., 
which has been sponsoring the community col-
lege scholarship program since 2007.  To qualify 
for the scholarship, students must be residents of 
either Madison or Bond County.

 “Due to the generosity of our sponsors, we 
will once again be able to award individual 
scholarships in the amount of $1,000.00,” said 
Jim Pennekamp, president of the Great River 
Workforce Development Corporation, Inc.

 “Funds for the scholarship are made avail-
able through contributions from local business, 
education, labor and government partners,” 

Pennekamp said, “and without their generosity 
and support, this opportunity to link education 
and workforce development would not be pos-
sible.”

 Pennekamp added that all donors to the schol-
arship fund receive an ad in the Madison-Bond 
Workforce Investment Board’s Annual Report, 
which is distributed throughout the two-county 
area, and that all donations are tax deductible.

Last year six $1,000.00 scholarships were 
awarded. Local sponsors included:  AAA Facility 
Maintenance Services, Coldwell Banker Brown 
Realtors, Greater Madison County Federation of 
Labor, Juneau & Associates, Kaskaskia Community 
College, Lewis and Clark Community College, 
Madison County Community Development, 
Madison County Employment & Training, 
Madison County Regional Office of Education, 
Market Basket, Mortgage Makers, Phillips 66, 
SCF Lewis & Clark Marine, Selsius, Southwestern 
Illinois College, TheBANK of Edwardsville and 
US Steel-Granite City Works.

 “Each year we see an increase in the number of 
scholarship applications we receive,” said David 
Stoecklin, Executive Director of the Madison 
County Employment & Training Department, 
“and as more businesses become aware of this 
opportunity to assist young people meet their 
career goals, we hope to see an increase in the 
number of scholarships we are able to award.”

 Last year’s scholarship recipients were the fol-
lowing: Lorraine Albert, Mulberry Grove; Rebecca 
Billings, Bethalto; Brianna Jenkins, Collinsville; 
Audriana Lewis, Alton; Andrew Patterson, Moro; 
and Bradley Wever, Edwardsville. Madison-Bond 
Workforce Investment Board members selected 
the scholarship winners based on grade point 
averages, references, and essays that the students 
wrote about their career goals.

 For more information on sponsoring or apply-
ing for the scholarship, contact Matt Jones at 
the Madison County Employment & Training 
Department, (618) 296-4315. The application 
deadline is June 6, 2014.


