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Students learn more than Spanish in Spain
One of the most important experi-

ences college students can have is to 
participate in a study abroad program. 
Whether it is for improving language 
skills or simply because of the cultural 
experience, these students usually come 
back with knowledge they will never 
forget. That was certainly true for a 
group of students from Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville who traveled 
to Spain this past summer, a trip that, 
according to some, changed their lives. 

“I think it was so beautiful,” said 
Martha Piñones, a graduate student in 
psychology.  Being able to walk a mile 
and see all of these beautiful things. And 
the culture is just so different. I come 
from a Hispanic background, my mom is 
Mexican and my dad is Chilean, and the 
culture is completely different in Spain 
than it is in South America or Mexico. 
So it was something that was completely 
new and it opens up your eyes to a new 
culture.”

The trip was led by Joaquín Florido 
Berrocal, an assistant professor in the 
department of foreign languages and lit-
erature, who explained that these kind of 
trips must be planned well in advance.

“I always ask my students, ‘What do 
you want to accomplish?’ and often I 
hear that they want to learn some more 
Spanish,” said Florido Berrocal. “For 
that you need a certain level of Spanish. 
You can go with almost no level of 
Spanish just to get a first grasp of the 
culture and that is excellent, but if you 
really want to solidify your Spanish and 
take off from there then you need a cer-
tain level of the language.” This trip was 
the second that he has led to his native 
country.

There is another consideration with 
dealing with students who, like the 
majority of the ones attending SIUE, 
come from rural areas with little –if any- 
experience in international travel.

“I don’t really recommend that they 
spend their time abroad in a gigantic 

city,” Florido Berrocal said. They might 
be very overwhelmed. I normally recom-
mend medium sized cities where you 
can get all the commodities of a big city 
and also be a little bit more comfort-
able.” On the other hand, some students 
like Sadie Sakurada, a graduate student 
in biology who went on the trip, have 
been abroad before. She said it is always 
an interesting experience to compare 
Spain with other countries.

“My father is from Japan, so I actu-
ally have been an exchange student 
when I was much younger,” Sakurada 
said. “I have been thrown into a place 
where you were not raised and have 
not been to very much. But the differ-
ence between that experience and this 
one is that I knew the language with no 
problem. I know Japanese. I grew up 
speaking it, and so to be there was not 
that big of a shock to me.” For some-

one who has studied under different 
educational systems, the experience 
can also be revealing. “The cultural 
experience, like the schools, are very 
different, how they function day to 
day is different, but the language is a 
big aspect as to being completely com-
fortable or being completely nervous 
and timid in what you are doing,” 
she added. And these differences are 
not just between Asian and European 

countries, but also among different 
Hispanic cultures. Piñones, because 
of her Hispanic background, found it 
interesting the way others perceive 
such differences.“We were in a hos-
tel with eight people sleeping in the 
room, and there were two girls from 
Amsterdam, and I remember them ask-
ing how we liked Seville and how we 
liked Spain,” Piñones said. “And at 
one point they asked me, ‘Since you 
are from America do you eat your 
lunch in a lunchroom? Are there really 
groups that eat together?’ And they 
were amazed. They thought that was 
just in the movies. We asked what they 
do for lunch and they told us that they 
just eat some bread and that they don’t 
really have a lunchroom.”

A major concern, especially for par-
ents, is safety, and that is something 
professors leading these kinds of expe-
riences are well aware of.

 “Seville is a one million people city,” 
said Florido Berrocal. “I always advise 
students not to do anything that they 
wouldn’t do here in the United States. 
Seville is a very safe city, but it is a big 
city so you have to be careful, like you 
should avoid walking alone at night. 
But that’s also something you should 
do here in Edwardsville.”

While in Spain they took advantage 
of practicing their Spanish skills in a 
formal setting. “We had activities in 
our classes where we had to go talk 
to people,” said Sakurada. “We just 
had to go up to people. At first it was 
terrifying, but it turned into,‘Ok, this 
isn’t so bad. They aren’t going to push 
us away.’ So once you got over the 
feelings of they’re going to look at us 
funny or think we’re weird, you could 
just go up to people and talk.”

Aldemaro Romero Jr.
College Talk
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The group of SIUE students in Seville, Spain.
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A violent struggle ensued but eventually Wright, with his wife’s help, was 
able to stab Connor in the neck. 

Connor was charged with two counts of attempted murder and two counts 
of home invasion. When he recovers sufficiently, deputies will take him to the 
Madison County Jail, where he will be held on $1.1 million bail.

Lakin declined to speculate on a motive or who the intended Robert Wright 
might be.

“We’re just led to believe that there are two Robert Wrights, and one of 
them is our victim,” he said. 

Lakin said he doesn’t believe anyone else in the area has that name and that 
residents need not be afraid. 

“The residents of Glen Carbon should be proud of the police work that 
was done on this case,” Lakin said. “This is a very safe community. It’s a 
good place to live, work, run your business. With the hard work of the police 
department, we were able to bring this to a successful conclusion pretty 
quickly.”
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In addition, spectators can go to 
www.edglenchamber.com on Nov. 
1 to vote for their “Fan Favorite” of 
the top 15 floats judged.

Quite possibly the biggest fam-
ily-friendly social event of the 
year in the Edwardsville area, the 
Halloween parade is known for 
parade participants that throw 
and hand out candy to spectators 
which means safety must be kept in 
mind.  “Safety is always of utmost 
concern throughout the Halloween 
parade. We ask that spectators 
enjoy the parade from a safe dis-
tance and refrain from entering the 
streets for any reason,” Bennyhoff 
emphasized. Police officers and Ed/
Glen Chamber volunteers will assist 
with crowd control throughout the 
parade route.

Security, traffic control and 
street clean-up are big parts of the 
event, which wouldn’t be pos-
sible without the support of the 
city of Edwardsville.  “The city of 
Edwardsville is a huge supporter 
of this community tradition and 
we appreciate their willingness to 
continue working with us year after 
year to make the parade a success. I 
offer my sincere thanks to each and 
every city employee who contrib-
utes to this event – we could not 
bring this parade to life without 
you,” Bennyhoff added.

Bennyhoff anticipates a fun eve-
ning for people young and old.  “The 
Halloween parade is a wonderful 
opportunity for the community to 

gather for a few hours of family-
friendly fun, and we’re proud to 
continue hosting this event,” she 
said.

The parade is sponsored by local 
businesses whose support helps 
the Chamber make this event the 
highlight of the year.  As of press 
time, 2013 Halloween parade 

sponsors included Sam’s Club, 1st 
MidAmerica Credit Union, Extra 
Help, Inc., The Goddard School, 
and Scott Credit Union.

Anyone interested in partici-
pating or sponsoring the parade 
should download the registration 
packet at www.edglenchamber.com 
or contact the Ed/Glen Chamber 

office at  656-7600. The final dead-
line for local businesses, non-profit 
organizations and school/youth 
groups to register for parade par-
ticipation is no later than Oct. 21. 
Entries postmarked after Oct. 7 will 
be assessed a $20 late fee, and any 
entries received after Oct. 21 will 
be returned.
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Also last Friday, the Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention (ASAP) coali-
tion kicked off its drug prevention campaign for local businesses.

ASAP is a local group that that has been meeting for the past few years 
to discuss ways to reduce substance abuse in the area. The group consists 
of parents, youth, and representatives from SIUE Chestnut Health Systems, 
the Madison County Sheriff's Office, Madison County Health Department, 
Glen Carbon and Edwardsville Police Departments, Ministerial Alliance and 
Edwardsville School District 7.  Chestnut Health Systems works with the 
group through an Illinois Department of Human Services Substance Abuse 
Prevention Program grant and the group serves communities that make up 
Edwardsville School District 7. 

ASAP will be asking local businesses for their support of drug prevention 
efforts by requesting that businesses display a certificate proclaiming their 
support for a drug free community.  “It is our hope that wherever our kids go 
during the month of October, they will see a certificate in a store window that 
shows support for a Drug Free community”, Nahlik, who is also an ASAP 
coalition member, said.  “It is so important for people to understand the 
concept of Prevention 360°, the idea that everyone around our kids working 
together to help them make the right decisions about drugs and alcohol”.

Substance abuse prevention efforts will continue Oct. 18 when EPIC 
representatives will be at the EHS Sports Complex for the EHS Football 
Homecoming game to distribute rally towels in support of their Tiger Truths 
campaign.  The Tiger Truths campaign was started several years ago as a 
way to inform fellow students that most EHS students do not use alcohol or 
other drugs.

The following day, Oct. 19, is the first annual Red Ribbon Run 5K race/
walk, a one-mile fun run and a Family Health Fair that will take place at 
the EHS track.  EPIC, ASAP, and the Liberty and Lincoln Middle School 
Prevention programs are teaming up to sponsor this event.  

The 5K race begins at 8 a.m. on the track and will continue onto the 
Madison County bike trail behind EHS.  The Family Health Fair will take 
place in the grassy area inside the track and will include a variety of local 
businesses and health agencies. The public is encouraged to come out to take 
part in the health fair and silent auction.

Anyone interested in running or walking in the event is encouraged to sign 
up online at www.runsignup.com/redribbon5k or in person at The Cyclery 
located at 2472 Troy Rd. in Edwardsville.

Then Oct. 21 through Oct. 25, area schools will be celebrating the annual 
Red Ribbon Week with a variety of prevention programs and events.  Nahlik 
said that “From pumpkin drops to speakers to pep rallies and spirit weeks, 
District 7 schools and their students will don their red ribbons and proclaim 
the message that “We are drug free and proud!””
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Previous Halloween parades have included live bands on floats.

Got News?
We'd love to hear from you if you have an idea for a story. Please contact 

managing editor Bill Tucker at 656-4700, ext. 47, or by e-mail at btucker@
edwpub.net or city desk clerk Renata Pipkin at 656-4700, ext. 28 or by e-
mail at citydesk@edwpub.net.

Author discusses Holocaust at SIUE
For the Intelligencer

He doesn’t know what prompted him to lie 
about his age that fateful, crisp September day in 
Poland. The year was 1939. A German guard was 
barking orders. The child of not quite 10 years 
proclaimed he was 15. That lie initially kept him 
alive. But from that moment on, the rest was up 
to him.

Ben Fainer was a frightened boy when the 
Nazis loaded him on a truck with his father that 
day—a truck bound for Jelesnia, a forced labor 
camp. He watched helplessly as his mother, 
Hannah Ida Urman Fainer, and three younger 
siblings, Majer, little Rosie and an eight-day-old 
baby girl who hadn’t yet even been named were 
ordered on to another truck—bound for the death 
camp, Auschwitz, where they were later gassed.

“On this day, the day she should have been 
giving her infant a name, my mother’s world was 
being ripped apart,” the book stated. “If I close 
my eyes, I can see her standing there holding the 
baby.”

A young Ben recalls standing beside his father 
on the truck, “He just kept his head down staring 
at the cobblestones,” he wrote in his poignant 
memoir. “I had been able to see my mother and 
siblings as they were loaded on the truck, but 
only their backs. I couldn’t see their faces. And 
once they were on the truck, I couldn’t see them 
at all. At the time I didn’t know it was the last 
time I’d ever see them.

“I have no photographs of my mother. This 
breaks my heart. I would have loved to include 
her photograph in this book. Sometimes I have 

flashbacks of my mother. She was the most won-
derful woman in the world.”

He told a crowd of about 25 in the Morris 
University Center Mississippi-Illinois Room on 
a somber grey Wednesday afternoon about the 
six years he spent in work camps. Looking 
down at his arm, which bore a tattoo he’d hid-
den from people most of his life—listing the 
number 170073, he said, “I have seen the worst 
horrors anybody could ever see.” That number 
was indelible; branded on his person as a way of 
dehumanizing him by the Germans at the camp.

The talk on campus was part of the Office of 
Educational Outreach Lifelong Learning Series. 
Fainer goes to schools, colleges, universities, com-
munity groups, military programs—anywhere he 
is invited—about 20 days each month. He talks 
about the horrors he encountered living through 
the Holocaust when millions of people of Jewish 
descent and other nationalities died from living 
in inhumane conditions without adequate access 
to the most basic resources, or were murdered.

Fainer recalls getting up at 3 a.m. and march-
ing with his comrades to a factory to work until 
about 7 or 8 p.m. and then collapsing in bed. He 
remembers waking up at that early hour morn-
ing after morning, scooping handfuls of lice from 
his tattered clothing, and throwing it on the floor, 
and standing at attention—rain or shine. Each 
day he would tell himself, “You have a life to live, 
so you’d better walk. Keep your mouth shut and 
keep moving.” There were mornings he was prod-
ded by his fellow prisoners who would say, “Ben, 
don’t fall asleep! You have to keep walking.”

During that dark six-year period, he was lucky 

to receive one meal each day. He remembers gas 
chambers, crematoriums—in fact, he missed the 
funeral of his friend Norris Nim, because he was 
cremated. Nim had been one of Fainer’s libera-
tors with the U.S. Army 26th Infantry on April 23, 
1945. His funeral was more than 60 years after the 
war and all its atrocities. But Fainer still can’t bear 
to think of cremation.

For many decades, he couldn’t even talk about 
the things he’s witnessed—the horrible, dark sto-
ries from his childhood. “It used to go against my 
grain,” he told the campus group.

But he referenced the gassing in Syria in recent 
days and the host of other crimes against human-
ity taking place all over the globe.

The day his liberators rescued him, “It was like 
the heavens came to Earth,” he said. They gave 
him fresh, new clothing, shoes, food—“Some 
people dropped dead when they ate, because 
their stomachs had been in knots and they weren’t 
used to getting more than maybe one meal a day 
if they were lucky.”

After he was liberated, he moved to Dublin, 
Ireland. He met his wife, the late Susan O’Brien 
Fainer, and together the couple had seven chil-
dren. He and his family moved to the United 
States, settling in St. Louis where he was a tailor 
of women’s clothing on Washington Avenue for 
many years.

“I’ve had a wonderful, wonderful life,” he said. 
“Thank God for that.”

Fainer’s book, Silent for Sixty Years, is avail-
able for purchase for $14.40 through Amazon. He 
also has a video available for purchase, which 
he’s been selling to schools. 
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