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Reasons for government frustration are many
In poll after poll the American people say that the 

U.S. Congress is the most unpopular institution in 
the nation. This degree of dissatisfaction has not been 
heard since the so-called “do nothing Congress” of 
the Truman era when, in fact, Congress passed six 
times the amount of legislation that it does today.  So, 
what is happening with one of the most vital of our 
political institutions? And why?

�To answer this and other questions I talked with 
Kenneth Moffett, an associate professor in the depart-
ment of political science at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. A native of Milwaukee, Wis., Moffett 
grew up in central California, and obtained his bach-
elor’s degree in political science and economics at 
California State University in Fresno and his master’s 
and doctorate in political science from the University 
of Iowa. He proved a great source to discuss just 
what is wrong with today’s Congress. 

“Lots of things,” he said. “Congress is not getting 
done the things that need to get done. For example, 
the budget. In the last several years Congress has not 
gotten a budget done on time, or have not gotten a 
budget done at all and budgeted by resolution. And 
the budget is the kind of thing, whether you’re a 
Democrat or Republican, that needs to be done and it 
needs to be done on time. And that’s just an example 
of things Congress needs to do but is not doing.” One 
word that seems nowhere to be found these days in 
politics is compromise. 

“Part of the answer lies in party polarization,” 
Moffett said. “If we graph it historically, the Democrats 
and Republicans in Congress and the president are as 
far apart as they have ever been in American history, 
and you have to back to about the 1890s or the Civil 
War to find something comparable.” Another issue 
that the American people do not understand is why 
the Senate, despite a Democratic majority, also has 
trouble passing anything and even confirming presi-
dential appointees. But, Moffett added, there seems 
to also be a historical reason for that. 

“In short, the Senate was never designed to be a 
purely majoritarian institution in the same way that 
the house was,” he said. “The Senate was set up to 
be a much more deliberative body, one that is much 
more resistant to change. Part of that was the enact-
ment of the filibuster rule. Back in the day it used 
to require two-thirds of members. It’s now down to 

60.” 
Even clear majorities do not ensure smooth legisla-

tion. In states like Illinois, for example, the governor 
has a super majority, but still has problems getting 
things through the legislature. For Moffett, these 
issues are not as simple as which political party has 
the most members. 

“Parties are not as unified as they are portrayed as 
being,” he said. “There are fissures in the respective 
political parties that tend to surface under extremely 
unified partisan control. Examples include Illinois, 
where a party like the Republicans can’t agree on 

which direction it is going to go.”
Another important topic that Moffett addressed 

was the recent decision by the Supreme Court that 
struck down a key element of the Voting Rights Act. 
What impact will that have on participation in elec-
tions?

“The state of Texas, shortly after that decision, 
decided they are going to go with a voter ID law. 
Now there is a debate about whether voter ID 
laws affect turnout and if so what kind of effect 
they have,” Moffett said. “I was reading an article 
in The Washington Post, which stated the Justice 

Department is still going to enforce the other provi-
sions with regard to the act and is still going to hold 
states pretty accountable with respect to civil rights 
violations.” When it comes to public participation 
in elections we are also seeing some changes due to 
technological advances.

“The Obama campaigns in 2008 and 2012, because 
of their use of social media and other online tools, 
were able to get a much larger and substantially dif-
ferent donor base than previous Democratic candi-
dates,” Moffett explained. But is the electorate really 
educated about choices? After all, Thomas Jefferson 
once said that the biggest danger to democracy is an 
uninformed electorate.

“Political scientists have found that the elector-
ate is never as informed as many people would like 
them to be,” he said. “My take on that is that there 
are enough people that are informed enough to make 
the political decisions, say, at the ballot box.” Some 
blame the cost of political campaigns as part of the 
problem, particularly the cost of television time for 
advertising. They see this as an issue of fairness, par-
ticularly since the airwaves belong to the American 
people. 

“On the one hand I can see it limiting the influence 
of money in politics. On the flip side of it, I can see 
a scenario where corporations would argue that it is 
limiting their free speech or limiting their ability to 
go out and get advertising,” Moffett said. “To fur-
ther complicate matters, there is the Supreme Court, 
through the Citizens United decision, allowing cor-
porations to freely contribute to political campaigns. 
As a practical matter, I could see requiring media 
companies to provide free airtime as a condition of 
having a license as a way of reducing the costs of 
campaigns.”

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. 
His show, “Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 
a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.
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Dr. Moffett at the Indiana State Capital Building in Indianapolis, Indiana in August, 2012.
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This year’s event will benefit Abigail Lynn Hart, born on May 26, 
2009. 

Two days after Abby’s birth she began having seizures. Her parents 
took her to Cardinal Glennon Children’s Hospital where they stayed 
over a week and a half while the doctors ran numerous tests in an 
attempt to find answers. Eventually, Abigail was diagnosed with a rare 
brain malformation called Polymicrogyria (PMG for short.) As a result 
of her brain malformation, Abby also has two forms of epilepsy which 
result in daily seizures. Abby has also been diagnosed with cerebral 
palsy and cortical blindness. Because of feeding and swallowing difficul-
ties, Abby can’t eat by mouth. Therefore, she is fed everything through 
a feeding tube.

Today, Abby requires a home health nurse five days a week. She 
attends Glen Carbon Elementary for a few hours every day where she 
receives physical, occupational, visual and developmental therapy.

Youngsters attending the event need only bring their parents – while 
older children and parents wishing to participate in an event should 
bring a lawn mower or garden tractor along with a helmet.

A list of the rules for racers can be found on the website www.lawn-
mowermania.com. Wheelie bars and helmets are mandatory for racers. 

LawnMower Mania was created in 2006 by a group of men who want-
ed to have some fun with their old lawnmowers and garden tractors of 
all shapes and sizes.  By 2009, many of the men had married and become 
fathers. With the help of their families they have turned LawnMower 
Mania into an annual charity event to help children with special needs.

“Since LawnMower Mania was started in 2006 in Carpenter Ill., we 
have grown tremendously,” said Govreau. “We have engineered and 
constructed a full-size garden tractor weight transfer sled, very similar 
to one you might see at a county fair with the big tractors.  We have 
also made a small replica of our big sled for our kids pedal tractor pull.  
Other events include drag races, back-to-back pulls, and push mower 
relays.  The push mower relays add a bit of comic relief to the day of 
garden tractor events. We have fine-tuned the list of events over the last 
several years, which makes the day enjoyable for the participants and 
the spectators.”    

Registration for this year’s event begins at 11 a.m. and events start at 
noon.  Admission is free for spectators to watch. There is a $20 entry fee 
for mower participants.  Food and drinks will be available for purchase.     

Questions about the event can be directed to Jason Govreau at lawn-
mowermania@gmail.com or at 618-978-5142
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If convicted of the recent charge, Vieth faces a penalty range of 
probation to three years in prison. 

His bond was set at $20,000.
In addition to improperly venting the gas water heater and hav-

ing improper electrical wiring, the house had non-functioning or 
missing smoke alarms, collapsed bathroom flooring, exposed ceiling 
insulation and several other code violations, according to a news 
release issued Wednesday by the Edwardsville Police Department. 

Keeven said Vieth may face more code violations later.
“The goal is to get the property cleaned up,” Keeven said by phone 

Wednesday afternoon. “It’s a shame it had to come to this. It did 
because the issue didn’t get resolved.”

Edwardsville Mayor Hal Patton praised city officials for taking a 
multi-disciplinary approach to the investigation. “This is an exam-
ple of the teamwork I expect from staff working for this city in order 
to address such serious safety concerns,” he said in a news release. 
“Citizens living in our community should know they have a right to 
be safe in their homes, whether they rent or own.”

City Administrator Ben Dickmann said, “Residents of Edwardsville 
should know this city’s government remains dedicated to address-
ing quality of life issues and will aggressively investigate, and seek 
prosecution against, those who are willing to take advantage of ten-
ants by renting unsafe property.” 

The city’s investigation is separate from the police department’s 
investigation of Huckelberry.

In that situation, police learned that drugs would be in the house 
from their investigation into the death of 26-year-old Timothy M. 
Milkovich, who lived across the street at 627 Hill Lane. 

Milkovich’s body was discovered at the house on the morning 
of June 16. An autopsy found that he died from a heroin overdose. 
When drug agents from the Metropolitan Enforcement Group of 
Southwestern Illinois search 624 Hill Lane they found not only 
marijuana plants but several heroin buttons in a bedroom drawer. 
Huckelberry was also charged with possession of less than 15 grams 
of heroin. 
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This year they have only raised $5,000 but Riess 
is hopeful they can raise some more money and is 
hopeful for good weather during the ride.

The riders will depart from the Denny’s at 
Route 159 and Route 15 and cover approxi-
mately 350 miles per day and will be returning 

Sept. 4.
Anyone interested in supporting the Flying 

Monkeys and donating to the Wounded Warrior 
Project can do so by visiting www.wounded-
warriorproject.org. At the bottom right side of 
the web page is a "Find an event near you" tab. 
Click it and search for Flying Monkeys Mountain 
Ride. 

As for the name The Flying Monkeys, Riess 
said they mainly ride Harley’s. People see them 
and they think they look like serious, hard-core 
bikers. They want people to know they don’t take 

themselves seriously. 
Riess also stated although it might be too late 

to join them this year for their ride, anyone inter-
ested in joining them next year can get in touch 
with him at 580-1937. Next’s ride will once again 
take place on Labor Day weekend with the route 
taking the group down to the Florida Keys and 
back.

People can also see the riders off Saturday 
morning at the Denny’s located at Route 159 in 
Belleville. The group plans to leave at about 7 
a.m.
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Jackstadt said while it is important 
to take care of today, village officials 
must also look to tomorrow.

“As elected officials, the village 
board deals with reacting to exist-
ing issues – broken water and sewer 
lines, increased health insurance 

and fuel costs and the list goes 
on and on,” Jackstadt said in his 
remarks. “We also deal with rela-
tively short-term planning when we 
do the annual budget. Most recently, 
we took action to develop a five-year 
capital plan. While all of these issues 
are important, sometimes the board 
misses the opportunity to discuss 
long-term plans for the village.”

Jackstadt continued by saying that 
in order for the village to prosper, he 
believes it is necessary to form some 

kind of guidelines for the future.
“I believe that having a clearly 

defined mission and sense of pur-
pose is essential to success. In my 
opinion, this discussion is essential 
to the future of our village,” he said. 
“Visionary communities clearly and 
explicitly articulate who they are, 
what they want to become and how 
they intend to get there.”

In closing, the mayor said failing 
to create a vision could stunt growth 
and prosperity in Glen Carbon.

“Having clearly defined strategic 
core values will lead to the develop-
ment of specific goals, plans, action 
and accountability,” Jackstadt said 
in his remarks. “Such a system will 
by definition be in writing, con-
sistent, transparent and aligned 
with overall goals and objectives. 
Municipalities that fail to invest the 
time necessary to articulate their 
core objectives and chart their future 
will not succeed as a unified part-
nership.”
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Future Olympians?
New Tumbling, Musical Tot's, and Kid's Fitness Programs were recently kicked off by the Edwardsville YMCA. The programs are 
being offered at no additional cost. Children at the YMCA Early Childhood Development Center enjoy class time with gymnastic 
instructors from the YMCA's Meyer Center. These instructors plus the music and aerobics instructors visit the center each week 
and share fun with the children as part of their regular programming. For more information call 656-0436.
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Washington Monthly gives SIUE high marks
For the Intelligencer

For the fourth-consecutive year, national maga-
zine Washington Monthly has ranked Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville among the Top 
60 out of the 684 master's universities in the 
nation. SIUE is 23rd among public institutions 
on that list. 

Unlike conventional college rankings, 
Washington Monthly evaluates an institution’s 
“contribution to the public good” in three broad 
categories: Social Mobility - recruiting and gradu-
ating low-income students; Research - producing 
cutting-edge scholarship and PhDs; and Service 
- encouraging students to give something back to 

their country.
“We are certainly proud of Washington 

Monthly’s consistent recognition of our talented 
faculty and staff’s efforts to provide students 
with a high-quality, energized academic environ-
ment,” said SIUE Chancellor Julie Furst-Bowe. 
“Our students’ strong commitment to community 
service demonstrates that we follow through on 
our mission to encourage students to be highly 
engaged, productive citizens.”

Washington Monthly ranked SIUE 57th overall, 
nationally, among its Top 60 Master's Universities 
category, which includes public and private insti-
tutions. SIUE ranked No. 7 in expenditures for 
research, having invested nearly $34 million in 
research and public service projects in fiscal year 

2012. 
This investment allows a significant number 

of SIUE students at the graduate and under-
graduate levels the opportunity to participate in 
research projects in their fields of study.

Under the service sub-category, SIUE was 
ranked eighth in the percent of federal work 
study funds dedicated to students employed in 
community service programs.

In March, SIUE also was named by the 
Corporation for National and Community Service 
to the annual President's Higher Education 
Community Service Honor Roll, a list of colleges 
and universities demonstrating a commitment to 
volunteering, service-learning and civic engage-
ment.


