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Students explore China's culture, industry
Despite its high profile these days, China continues to 

be an intriguing country for both scholars and students.  
So it is not surprising to see people from universities 
across the United States visiting the emergent political 
and economic giant. This summer a group of students 
from Southern Illinois University Edwardsville visited 
several locations in China while studying the Chinese 
advertising and marketing industries. SIUE professors 
Tom Lavallee, of the department of foreign languages 
and literature, and Jason Yu, of the department of 
mass communications, led the group that included Josh 
Laurion and Lauren Lowe, both mass communications 
majors.

“I’m interested in marketing and advertising,” said 
Laurion. “So the idea of international marketing and not 
just learning inside the confinement of the classroom is 
what sold me on going to China.” For Lowe the motiva-
tion was different.

“For me, it was something to take a chance on,” she 
said. “For a while, it was go to school and get it done 
already, but then Professor Lavallee encouraged me to 
take the chance and go to China and experience what 
was beyond the U.S., and it was a great experience.” 
During May and June, the students were hosted by 
Zhejiang University in Hangzhou, the capital and largest 
city of Zhejiang Province in Eastern China. And while 
Laurion said that he was expecting to see a lot of poverty 
and governmental control over people, he did not.

“I was surprised that I didn’t see a lot of that when I 
was there,” he said. “It was very open and developed. 
My mental image of what I was expecting wasn’t accu-
rate at all.” Lowe added that she found Hangzhou to be 
very different from what she has seen on TV of Beijing 
and Shanghai.

“The people were really welcoming and excited about 
us being there,” she said. And although the level of 
Chinese language proficiency among the SIUE stu-
dents varied, they were able to communicate with most 
people.

“I was surprised by how friendly everyone was,” said 
Laurion. “They would stop us to take pictures. For a lot 
of us, we realized that people saw us as an opportunity 
for them to speak English and to show off what they 
have learned, but when you reply or speak to them in 
Chinese, they were ecstatic that we came to their coun-
try and were willing to learn the language rather than 
expecting them to speak English. They were patient 

with our mistakes and helped us with our problems.” 
The group also visited Shanghai and there their cultural 
experience was a little bit different.

“They were more forceful about speaking English,” 
said Lowe. “If you tried speaking in Chinese, they would 
switch back because they knew it would be quicker and 
Tom easier to just speak English.”

During this program, the nine SIUE students attended 
weekly classes with Yu and Lavallee, conducted field 
research on American brands in the Chinese market 

such as Apple, KFC and Disney, partnered with Zhejiang 
University students to regularly practice their Chinese 
language skills and had an all around “blast” learning 
how to order food, shop, do their own laundry, use pub-
lic transportation and enjoy themselves while conquer-
ing their culture shock.

“We made friends with shopkeepers quickly, and 
we would go talk to them and they would teach us 
words and hand us their babies and then walk away 
to go find a camera to take a picture,” said Laurion. 

While the group took in the usual tourist attrac-
tions, they also had the opportunity to see what the 
actual day-to-day life is like. Eating also brought 
about new experiences for the group. 

“There were a lot of interesting items brought to 
our table,” said Laurion. “Jellyfish, tripe, honeycomb, 
pigs’ feet, pigs’ snout, odd things that you wouldn’t 
think. Many of the chicken dishes were brought out 
with the head still on.” 

Lowe said that she found this kind of trip offers 
students unique and extremely important opportuni-
ties. “It opens our minds to more things than what 
we grew up with and what we know,” she said. “If 
we are able to see what is beyond the U.S., I think it 
gives us a better chance to communicate with other 
cultures, particularly if we go into a field that inter-
acts with other countries, other cultures.”

She added that the SIUE students were also a 
source of curiosity for their Chinese hosts. 

“They asked us a ton of things, mostly about clothes 
or music, just how things work,” she said. “College 
students, for example, that we interacted with don’t 
work, while most college students here hold either 
a part-time or full-time job while going to school. 
They get the chance to focus on school.” When asked 
if they would like to go back, their responses were 
unequivocal.

 “I would love to go back to China,” Lowe said. “I 
would definitely go back to Hangzhou, but I would 
like to go to the rural areas from there and see every-
thing and anything that I haven’t seen yet.” As for 
Laurion, he said that he, “would like to go back and 
reconnect with some of the friends we made, as well 
as seeing their provinces and where they grew up. 
They all spoke so highly of their home areas.”

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. 
His show, “Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 
a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.
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The SIUE faculty and students in China. Professor Lavallee is first standing from left, Professor 
Jason Yu is in the center standing, Josh Laurion is last to right standing and Lauren Lowe is 
first to left in the first row.

Continued from Page 1

 Such agreements are also of use to developers and home buyers as 
they give them an indication of what municipality they will join once 
the area becomes incorporated.

“These border agreements. . . have to involve areas that are currently 
not incorporated, not part of any city or village. It’s actually a good 
thing. It’s cooperation,” Jackstadt said. “It saves taxpayers money 
because rather than having to go out and annex properties in the 
unincorporated areas of the county, you have an agreement, you have 
a settlement, you have it resolved, that when, and if, that property is 
developed and they want to annex into a particular city or village, they 
know where they are going to go.”

The only border that is not firm runs along the northeast edge of 
Glen Carbon and follows Mick Road, which still exists in some areas 
but not in others, Jackstadt said.

That border could be extended further to the east as the I-55 Corridor 
Plan has been revived.

Jackstadt said officials from Glen Carbon, Edwardsville, Troy and 
Madison County have been involved in discussions recently regarding 
the long-range plans for the area east of Interstate 55, which has been 
slated for a mix of residential and business developments.

With more discussions planned in the future, the two-year boundary 
agreement extension was a good option, Jackstadt said.

“In this particular situation, I’m encouraged by the enthusiasm 
recently developed by the city of trying to regenerate talks among the 
I-55 Corridor Plan. It’s something that’s been going on, probably as 
early as 2004, that’s been going on as a cooperative agreement between 
the county, the city of Edwardsville and the village of Glen Carbon. 
I fully support the concept of moving forward with that develop-
ment plan,” Jackstadt said. “One of the important factors that will be 
involved in the I-55 Corridor Plan is working out reasonable border 
agreements with the partners that are involved. It is important that we 
work our reasonable border agreements for the future, and we’re say-
ing, 10, 20, 30 years down the line.”

That plan, then, could extend or change the village’s boundaries.
“Over the next six months, I will be involved with negotiations with  

the mayors of the city of Troy and the city of Edwardsville about a 
potential extension or modification of the borders in the future. I don’t 
have any authority and I cannot make an agreement on behalf of the 
board until the board votes,” Jackstadt said. “But that is kind of what 
is causing this, the impetus to get the I-55 Corridor Plan, but more 
importantly because our current border agreement expires. So we have 
intentionally said. . . let’s just buy us two additional years to give us 
some time to negotiate.”
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Recently she had filed another order of protection against 
him, though that expired on June 6, five days before her murder, 
according to Diondra Horner, an investigator with the Madison 
County Coroner ’s office.

Horner said that family members had described the relation-
ship as violent. 

The incident occurred about 4 p.m. at Northgate Industrial 
Drive near Illinois Route 3 in Granite City. 

Granite City Police Det. Matthew Hibbets said Marrisa Stainback 
and her boyfriend had just left a job fair in downtown Granite 
City and were walking back to a bus stop to return home. “As 
they were walking he heard somebody say ‘I want to talk to 
you.’” Hibbets testified. “When he turned around, he observed a 
suspect he knew to be Tyrone Stainback stabbing Marissa. They 
wound up falling in a ditch. He tried to come to her rescue but 
every time he would approach to help, Tyrone would stop, point 
the knife at him and ask if he wanted some.”

The boyfriend tried to flag down a passing motorist, and when 
he returned he saw Tyrone Stainback “grab Marissa by the hair 
and make a slashing motion on her neck,” Hibbets said. Stainback 
fled shortly before police arrived. 

While officers tried to help Marissa Stainback, Tyrone Stainback 
walked back to the scene. During subsequent interviews he con-
fessed to stabbing her, Hibbets said.

 Stainback told officers that before the incident he saw Stainback 
walking to the job fair and simply wanted to talk to her. During 
the job fair he walked to Lowe’s and bought a drywall knife and 
a box cutter, Hibbets said. “He was hoping she was still there and 
after the orientation was done he bought them for protection in 
case they wanted to attack him,” Hibbets said.
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Volunteers work on the original playground at Township Park in 1991.
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Edwardsville Rotary President and Airplane 
Park Playground Project Manager Rod Vaught 
pointed out that it is a chance to recreate that 
same community-building spirit of the play-
ground that they did 22 years ago.  “And it's 
not taking tab A to slot B and applying a bolt.  
We'll be cutting the material, drilling holes, 
measuring and putting it together – literally, 
you build it,” Vaught emphasized.  “We get a 
pile of lumber, a pile of hardware and a bunch 
of tools that are on loan to us, and we organize 
into work teams and we go build it.”

But don't think if you have no carpentry 
skills that your help isn't needed. “There's 
skills like cutting and measuring and drilling 
that require some carpentry skills, but there's 
other tasks like color coding 10,000 screws so 
that we get the right screw in the right place.  
Somebody is going to be-painting screws.  
That doesn't require a lot of skills,” Vaught 
said.  “We need to feed people, we need to 
direct traffic, we need to register people, we 
need to change the radio station – there's a 
myriad of tasks to do that don't require car-
pentry skills.”

An example of just a handful of the numer-
ous jobs volunteers may be doing include: 
carrying wood, spreading gravel, pushing 
wheelbarrows, spreading mulch, carrying 
buckets of sand or wood, locating a handful of 
color-coded screws, painting screws, cutting 
wood, running information to other groups, 
distributing food, holding lumber in place 
while drillers drill, helping with parking, dig-
ging post holes or tamping the dirt in a post 
hole.  Volunteer jobs are endless.

Edwardsville Rotarian and the Playground 
Volunteer Coordinator Dan Abegg empha-
sized that they need lots of people - 100 peo-
ple per shift across the five day build.  One of 
the specific needs are retired craftsmen.  “We 
really need them Wednesday and Thursday,” 
Abegg noted. 

“I think people who feel they have a lack 

of building skills might hesitate (to volun-
teer).  But don't be intimidated,” Edwardsville 
Rotarian Brian Mulhall stressed.  “You will be 
supervised by people who know specifically 
what to do and will teach you if you don't 
know what to do.”

Volunteers are needed for any of the three 
shifts – 8 a.m. to noon; 12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
and 5 p.m. to dark – that will be across the 
five days.  Sign up for one or as many as you'd 
like. Children age 10 to 13 can help with their 
parents’ supervision while children 14 and 
older can be on crews independently without 
a parent. Although children under age 10 can-
not help out with the build, childcare will be 
provided on site for volunteers with young 
children.  Lunch and dinner will be also be 
provided to volunteers while working.  

Vaught encouraged people to volunteer as 
an individual, a family or even as a neighbor-
hood team.  Businesses are also encouraged to 
bring out a team of volunteers for a shift or 
more.  “For example, some of the high school 
sports teams are filling slots,” Vaught said.  

It is also a perfect opportunity for those 
young adults who grew up playing on the 
playground to come help out and “give 
back.”

Visit www.airplaneparkplayground.org 
to volunteer or call Volunteer Coordinator 
Dan Abegg at 618-980-4200.  Email Dan at 
dabegg@4thebank.com

You can also sign up tomorrow during the 
Edwardsville Rotary Criterium.  Look for the 
Playground Table in the parking lot next to 
Big Daddy's where you can sign up to vol-
unteer or purchase a hand tile to leave your 
family's “handprint” on the playground per-
manently.  

Aside from the need for volunteers on the 
build dates,  Malench, who is again in charge 
of this new playground's build, is looking for 
a couple more build captains.   A build captain 
is a special volunteer position, but not neces-
sarily a skilled position.  “The commitment 
is time more than anything,” Malench noted.  
“You can be totally unskilled and be a build 
captain.  You just have to be on site for the five 
days we build – Wednesday through Sunday 
from 7 a.m. to about 7 p.m.”  

Build captains will be responsible for over-
seeing a small group and building tasks that 
the Leathers & Associate (firm) leaders give 
them throughout the construction process.  
“You’ll be organizing volunteers on set proj-
ects within the playground build,” Malench 
said.  Call Tony Malench at 618-972-2181 or 
email him at amalench@swbell.net if inter-
ested in being a build captain.

The other immediate need is tools that they 
will need to borrow from people in the com-
munity to use during the five day build. “We 
promise to label them, keep them in good 
working order, and if there’s an issue with 
them breaking, we’ll correct that,” Malench 
said.  “We will give them back in good condi-
tion.”

A complete list of required tools will be 
posted on the playground website and the 
Airplane Park Playground Facebook page.  
Anyone willing to lend tools is asked to con-
tact Don Engelke at 618-567-1371 or email him 
at dengelke@fnbstaunton.com.

Mulhall commented about how he had 
the opportunity to look through Malench's 
scrapbook from the original build.  “I just 
remember sitting back and thinking how cool 
it would have been to be involved in a project 
like that because the pictures are amazing of 
people pitching in – the smiles on people's 
face and the laughter – and to see the prog-
ress as the scrapbook went from raw ground 
to the finished project.  Then they cut the 
ribbon and the kids ran.  You could just feel 
it in the scrapbook,” Mulhall said.  “It's just 
this great satisfaction.  The ability to be a part 
of something that goes from just a grass field 
to a magnificent structure in five days – you 
won't get many chances in your lifetime to do 
something like that.” 

Vaught pointed out that for him personally, 
the real reward from this past year has been 
in talking to people in the community who 
were  part of the original build and  how much 
pride and ownership they have in it.  “They 
own it, they build it, they sweated, they got 
slivers and  that interest, just on a person to 
person level when we're talking to people in 
the community about the playground, is really 
amazing.”
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