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Technology can be seen as driver of history
How did the world we live in today 

come to be? While some scholars try to 
answer this huge question through phys-
ics, geography and even theology, a grow-
ing number are looking to technology for 
the answers. While today’s society seems 
to be dominated by technology, much of 
its impact has a long history. And it’s the 
history of technology that has gained the 
interest of historians like Jeff Manuel.

Born in Fargo, N.D., Manuel grew up 
in the Twin Cities area in Minnesota. He 
obtained his bachelor’s degree in his-
tory and economics from Northwestern 
University and his master’s and doctor-
ate degrees in history from the University 
of Minnesota. Today he is an assistant 
professor in the department of histori-
cal studies at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. His research demonstrates 
just how far the work of historians is from 
the stereotype that history is all just memo-
rizing names and dates.

“It’s a stereotype that a lot of peo-
ple have, and we teachers and profes-
sors haven’t done ourselves any favors by 
teaching that way,” Manuel said. “Here 
at SIUE, for example, we’re in the process 
of a top-to-bottom curriculum revision so 
that our curriculum isn’t about memoriz-
ing dates, names, or even concepts. It’s 
about learning the skills of thinking like 
a historian, going to the original source 
materials and trying to understand how 
individuals in different places and times of 
the past made the decisions they made and 
the world as they saw it.” For scholars like 
Manuel, the recent impact made by social 
media and the Internet is a fertile ground 
for historical studies. Despite globaliza-
tion, he said, there are many differences in 
how technologies have developed in dif-
ferent countries.

“There’s one school of thought that says 
there are distinct national technical cul-
tures,” Manuel explained. “American tech-
nology looks one way, British technology 
looks another way and Japanese technol-
ogy looks a third way. There’s another 
school of thought that says when it comes 
to the development of technology, national 
boundaries aren’t as important as they 
are in other fields, such as politics. In my 

opinion, the answer lies somewhere in 
the middle of those two. There are certain 
distinctions in national technical cultures, 
but they’re not totally different from one 
another.” With all of this research into our 
history, one wonders if the lessons of his-
tory have helped us prepare for current 
and future technological advances.

“One of the things I have really learned 
is that the advances we think of as being 
revolutionary often are more complex than 
we think, or have started a lot earlier,” 

Manuel said. “A lot of students in my 
Facebook class have the stereotype that 
this was something completely new, with 
no precedent in the world. Well, the his-
tory of technology shows us that there are 
important precedents. The early telegraph 
technology in the 19th century mimicked a 
lot of what we see in the Internet and social 
networking today.” 

�He said that that technology is always 
intertwined not only with economics, but 
also with politics and that that is some-

thing he has illustrated through a recent 
article he wrote about low grade iron-
ore processing.  In that article Manuel 
reviewed an enormous change in the tech-
nology and industry of iron-ore (the essen-
tial raw materials for steel making, one of 
the essential raw materials for the global 
economy in the 20th century.)

“Edward W. Davis was an engineer who 
worked to perfect a low-grade pelletized 
iron-ore, called taconite-ore,” Manuel said. 
“The process he developed allowed going 

from milling low-grade ore, which only 
contained about 20 percent iron by volume 
as rock in the ground, to milling processes 
that made marble-sized pellets which con-
tained about 60 percent to 70 percent iron. 
This became the essential technology for 
how iron ore is used in blast furnaces 
around the world.” 

One of the things Manuel uncovered 
was the tremendous amount of politick-
ing Davis was involved in to have his 
new method adopted. The stereotype we 
sometimes have is that innovators come up 
with a better idea, which everyone quickly 
accepts.

“Nothing could be further from the 
truth,” Manuel said. “The history of tech-
nology is rife with competing ideas where 
one becomes more widespread because 
the people behind them are very good at 
politicking, manipulating the market or 
through marketing. Davis changed tax 
rules for iron ore, convinced people that 
other forms of iron ore were running out 
and that this technology was essential for 
saving the industry and economy in that 
region. He was a really effective politi-
cian, and because of that his technology 
was adopted. It’s the down and dirty poli-
tics and economics that really determines 
which technologies get adopted.”

�Manuel continues his research on the 
history of technology and is currently fin-
ishing a book-length project that examines 
the Lake Superior iron-ore mining region. 
“Technological innovation is one part of 
the story,” he said. “But it also talks about 
the efforts to keep the iron ore mining 
industry alive in the second half of the 20th 
century as it faced global competition and 
de-industrialization.”  

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning 
at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached 
at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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Dr. Jeff Manual at work.
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Kid Zone before-school care 
begins at 6:30 a.m. and runs until 
the first bell rings for school.  At 
that time, students are transferred 
over to school staff personnel.  
Breakfast is available for purchase 
during Kid Zone mornings.

After-school care begins at 3:30 
p.m. and ends at 6 p.m.  After stu-
dents check-in and have a snack, 
they take part in recreational and 
educational projects, such as arts 
and crafts, drama, music, and liter-
acy activities.  They also may par-
ticipate in fun sports and games, 
indoors and out, which strengthen 
social skills or participate in hands-
on activities, such as computer and 
science projects.

An optional homework hour is 
offered where a Kid Zone staff 
member is available to answer 
questions and offer homework 
assistance.  Students who opt out 
of the homework hour can partici-
pate in specialized activities and 
table top games.

One of the advantages of using 
Kid Zone is that the majority of 
students are located in their home 
school.  “Parents know that when 
they drop off their children at their 
own school in the morning, that 
no one else has to transport their 
children, their children don’t have 
to wait at a bus stop by themselves 
nor do they need to worry about 

a babysitter getting their children 
to a bus sop,” Compton explained.  
“And vice versa, after school they 
are picking them up from that 
same home school versus having 
their children go home to an empty 
house or being picked up at a bus 
stop by somebody else.  It’s meant 
to be as convenient for parents as 
possible.”  

Worden students are the only 
exception.  Their Kid Zone loca-
tion is either Midway or Hamel 
Elementary.  Worden students who 
participate in Kid Zone are trans-
ported to and from their home 
schools to Kid Zone by District 
7.  Worden students attend Kid 
Zone at these other schools to 
make it easier for parent drop-
off and pick-up for those parents 
who have multiple children in the 
northern area schools.

Accommodating families’ needs 
is a key component of Kid Zone 
which is why Compton said they 
are making a change this year by 
pro-rating weeks for 13 specific 
District 7 holidays, teacher confer-
ence and teacher institute days.  
“Parents sign up by the week.  It’s 
not a daily rate, but we will be 
pro-rating for weeks that are short-
ened. So if there’s a four day week 
with a holiday, like Columbus Day 
on Monday for example.  Monday 
we would be out of school and 
then we would prorate the remain-
ing days for that week,” Compton 
noted.  “We’ll be providing service 
for $30 to existing Kid Zone partic-
ipants on those days when school 
is out of session, but if parents 

don’t want to use the service that 
day, they won’t be billed for it.”

“If someone who doesn’t use 
the Kid Zone on a regular basis 
would like to use it during one of 
the 13 full days that school isn’t in 
session, if there is space, we will 
allow them to use the Kid Zone for 
$35 a day,” Compton added.

Although Kid Zone is open dur-
ing 13 days that school is not in 
session, Kid Zone does close for 
the following holidays: Sept. 2, 
2013 (Labor Day); Nov. 28, 2013 
(Thanksgiving); Nov. 29, 2013 
(Thanksgiving Holiday); Dec. 23-
27, 2013 (Winter Holiday); Dec. 
30-31, 2013 (New Year’s Holiday); 
Jan. 1, 2014 (New Year’s Day); and 
April 18 (Good Friday).

Parents can use Kid Zone for 
just before-school, just after-school 
or both.  The cost of using only 
before-school or only after-school 
services is $55 weekly per child.  
Those who use both before- and 
after-school services pay $80 each 
week.  There is a family discounted 
weekly rate for additional children 
enrolled in the program.

Parents also have the flexibil-
ity to change their level of service 
by notifying Compton’s office by 
the Thursday prior to the follow-
ing week’s service.  In addition, 
parents can also suspend services 
temporarily which is extremely 
helpful to parents who work shifts 
that can change periodically.

“I try to be as flexible as pos-
sible.  There are a lot of needs out 
there, and everybody’s situation is 
unique so we try to meet as many 

needs as we can,” Compton said. 
"We’re trying to be very responsive 
to parents needs and the changes 
reflect that.”

Kid Zone registration is going on 
now with a registration deadline 
of Aug. 1. Both current and new 
Kid Zone participants need to fill 
out a registration packet which can 
be printed from the district’s Web 
site at www.ecusd7.org/kidzone 
or picked up at Hadley House 
located at 708 St. Louis Street in 
Edwardsville.

Parents can turn in Kid Zone 
registration paperwork any time 
at Hadley House prior to Aug. 
1.  During elementary registration 
day on July 24, parents have the 
option to bring their paperwork 
to their elementary home school 
to also register for Kid Zone.  “But 
only on elementary registration 
day.  That is the only exception 
to paperwork being accepted at 
the school sites,” Compton empha-
sized.  “After Aug. 1, registration 
will only be accepted at Hadley 
House.”

Current Kid Zone participants 
who are enrolled in the Summer 
Zone program can register at 
Summer Zone over the next two 
weeks.

Any student enrolled in Kid 
Zone after Aug. 1 will be assigned 
a start date based on available 
space.  This is to ensure that there 
is adequate staffing and space to 
accommodate the student.

Call Compton at 655-6083 with 
any questions or visit the district’s 
Web site for additional details.
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 “I think (he has) a superior love for the city. He is an extremely dedicated 
individual, always wanting to do what is good for public safety. He has a his-
tory in the community that offered him the opportunity to know the people 
and know what they wanted, expected and deserved,” Dickmann said.

With the opening  created by Pletcher’s resignation, the council approved 
the appointment of Andrew Carruthers to the Board of Fire and Police 
Commissioners. 

Finally the council approved with regret the resignation of Casey Weeks 
from the Historic Preservation Commission.
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Glenfest will be a one-day event 
that will not necessitate any street 
closures.

No carnival rides or games are 
part of the plans, Jackstadt said.

“We don’t have any other commu-
nity-wide events,” Jackstadt said in 

regard to the village’s efforts beyond 
Homecoming. “That’s another thing 
– let’s give it a try and see what hap-
pens.”

In a previous life, Glenfest was 
conducted from 2002 to 2004 and 
was financially backed by the vil-
lage.

When Jackstadt was elected in 2005, 
the Community Events Committee 
was formed, Homecoming received 
a complete makeover and Glenfest 
was shelved.
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 “Mrs. Green kept asking if her mother was OK.”
Jones said he was surprised to see that the passenger was Woodcock, 

a woman who had been his babysitter years before.
Under questioning from prosecutor James Buckley, Jones said that 

Griesbaum told him he had lost control attempting to shift gears, 
had begun veering off the road, and then overcompensated when he 
tried to swerve back. But Uhe said that Griesbaum told police a dif-
ferent story: the collision happened because he had hit a slick spot in 
the road.  Jones said a thin layer of snow had blown from the nearby 
fields, giving the roadway “a glazing.” 

Gary Crosby, the Emergency Medical Services Coordinator for 
Highland, said that when he arrived on the scene, Green was con-
scious and alert, but obviously in pain. Both women had to be extri-
cated from the car and airlifted to St. Louis University Hospital in 
separate ARCH helicopters.

Green was pronounced dead at 7:33 p.m. Woodcock, who had pre-
viously lived on her own, suffered fractures to her leg, lower back, 
hand, arm and both shoulders, Uhe said. “Her jaw was fractured and 
had to be wired shut,” she said. “She has trouble walking and moving 
. . . she never was able to live on her own again.”
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Arts&Music
Friday, July 19

Andy McKee, Old Rock House, St. Louis, 
Doors 7:00 p.m.

Bad Rabbits w/Air Dubai, The Firebird, St. 
Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m.

Snarky Gargoyles w/The Scandaleros, Ground 
Floor Fusion, The Gramophone, St. Louis, Doors 
8:00 p.m.

Trenton P: Album Release Show, Wildey 
Theatre, Edwardsville, 7:30 p.m.

Celebrate St. Louis Summer Concert - K'Naan, 
Soldier's Memorial Plaza, St. Louis, Gates 6:00 
p.m.

Eckert's Summer Concert Fest - Lucky Old 
Sons, Eckert's Country Store & Farms, Belleville, 
7:00 p.m. 

Jungle Boogie Friday Night Concert Series 
- Push the Limit (Show band/variety), Saint 
Louis Zoo, St. Louis, 5:00 p.m.

Hoosier Daddy's, 3:00 p.m. / All Mixed Up, 
8:00 p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton

Tim Cunningham, Jazz at the Bistro, St. Louis, 
7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

Faux Pas w/ Brazil, Plush St. Louis, St. Louis, 
Doors 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, July 20
Celebrate St. Louis Summer Concert - 

NeedtoBreathe, Soldier's Memorial Plaza, St. 
Louis, Gates 6:00 p.m.

OneRepublic, Peabody Opera House, St. 
Louis, 8:00 p.m.

Fanfare, Bobby's Frozen Custard, Maryville, 
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Hill Williams, The Marina at Holiday 

Shores, Edwardsville, 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Hollow Point Heroes: CD Release Party 

w/Exit 714, Deny The Gravity, Pop's, Sauget, 
7:00 p.m.

Bob Log III, The Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 
8:30 p.m.

John D. Hale, Off Broadway, St. Louis, 
Doors 8:00 p.m.

Mass Appeal, The Gramophone, St. Louis, 
Doors 10:30 p.m.

Chesterfield Concert Series - One More 
Round, Chesterfield Amphitheater, 
Chesterfield, 8:00 p.m.

Eckert's Summer Concert Fest - The Aaron 
Eckert Jazz Combo, Eckert's Country Store & 
Farms, Belleville, 7:00 p.m. 

El Monstero: The EMvolution Continues, 
Verizon Wireless Amphitheater, St. Louis, 
7:00 p.m.

Hoosier Daddy's, 3:00 p.m. / All Mixed Up, 
8:00 p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton

Pepperland: Beatles Revue, Cicero's, St. 
Louis, Doors 9:00 p.m.

Tim Cunningham, Jazz at the Bistro, St. 
Louis, 7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

Les Miserables, The Muny, St. Louis, 8:15 p.m.
In the Heights, COCA, St. Louis, 2:00 p.m. and 

7:00 p.m.
Insight Theatre Company presents Charlotte's 

Web, Heagney Theatre, Webster Groves, 11:00 
a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

Stages presents Legally Blonde, Robert G. Reim 
Theatre, Kirkwood, 4:00 p.m.  and 8:00 p.m.

Donald Judd: The Multicolored Works Exhibit, 
Pulitzer Foundation for the Arts, St. Louis, 10:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through January 4. 

The River Between Us - Indoor/Outdoor 
Exhibits, Laumiere Sculpture Park, St. Louis, 
8:00 a.m. to Sunset (Outdoor), Noon to 5:00 p.m. 
(Indoor), Runs through August 25.

Josh Faught: Snacks, Supports, and Something 
to Rally Around, Contemporary Art Museum, 
St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through 
August 11.

Yoko Ono: Wish Tree, St. Louis Art Museum, 
St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through 
December 31. 

Postwar German Art, Saint Louis Art Museum, 
St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through 
January 26, 2014.

Between Two Worlds: Veterans Journey Home, 
Missouri History Museum, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m., Runs through October 20. 

Desert Show: Plants and People of the Western 
U.S. Deserts, Missouri Botanical Garden, St. Louis, 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through August 4.

Highlights from the Textile Collection, St. Louis 
Art Museum, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Runs through January 12, 2014.

Bill Smith: Beyond the Humanities Exhibit, 
World Chess Hall of Fame, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m., Runs through September 15.

Mantegna to Man Ray: Six Explorations in 
Prints, Drawings, and Photographs Exhibit, Saint 
Louis Art Museum, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m., Runs through October 27. 

Virginia Campbell's Gowns Exhibit, The 
Campbell House Museum, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m., Runs through September 2. 

Lost Egypt: Ancient Secrets, Modern Science 
Exhibit, Saint Louis Science Center, St. Louis, 9:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Runs through September 2.

SWIC makes plans for 
senior art competition
For the Intelligencer

Don’t miss the chance to enter 
your piece of art in Life Experienced 
– A Senior Art Competition. 
Southwestern Illinois College 
and the St. Clair County Office 
on Aging are partnering with the 
Gateway East Artists’ Guild and 
Art on the Square for this unique 
art competition and exhibit.

Artists 60 and older who reside 
in the SWIC district or are mem-
bers of the GEAG are invited to 
showcase their artistic abilities 
and have a chance to win prize 
money. Selected entries will be 

displayed at the exhibit Friday, 
Oct. 11 through Wednesday, Oct. 
16 at the Schmidt Art Center on 
the SWIC Belleville Campus, 2500 
Carlyle Ave.

Categories for submission 
include: painting, drawing and 
prints, fine crafts, photography, 
computer art and sculpture. 

Applications should be accom-
panied by a photo of the entry and 
postmarked by Monday, Aug. 26. 
An entry fee of $10 is required for 
each artist.

For more information or applica-
tion forms, call 618-234-4410, ext. 
7056, or visit swic.edu/psop.


