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Maynard teaches art of journalism, television
From the time TV started to become 

a staple in American homes in the post-
World War II era, many things about it 
have changed. Much of the change has 
come about through rapid improvements 
in technology, but content – particularly in 
journalism – has changed as well. Someone 
who witnessed these changes and who 
teaches the techniques of contemporary 
mass media is Riley Maynard, a professor in 
the department of mass communications at 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. 
Most of his students, he said, do not real-
ize the tremendous transformation that has 
occurred in the TV industry. 

“I remember the first time I ever saw a 
TV. It was for Eisenhower’s inauguration,” 
Maynard said. “My father took me to a 
friend’s house and we watched it. I was 
in awe. But to explain this feeling to my 
students would be like asking them if they 
remember the first time they saw a toaster. 
It’s just a part of their lives now.” 

Born in Matewan, W.Va., Maynard 
obtained his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in journalism from West Virginia 
University and his doctorate in American 
studies from St. Louis University. His rural 
upbringing, he acknowledged, helped to 
guide him to a media career.

“That is one of the reasons I went into 
media,” he said. “As a small boy, deep in 
the forests of West Virginia, my link to the 
outside world was television and radio. 
And I wanted to do that, cover events like 
a reporter, the inaugurations and other 
important things. So in that sense I’ve had 
my dream come true.”  He said that he 
agrees that media tend to pay much more 
attention to the negative stories.

“I tell my students to think about how 
probably 40,000 to 50,000 cars go across the 
Poplar Street Bridge every day, and that’s 
remarkable if you think about it. But if only 
one car goes off the bridge and into the 
river, that would be the story on the news,” 
he said. “It is the nature of our business.”

Another big change from the “Golden 

Age” of TV in the 1950s is the fact that at the 
beginning all television was live, with, as 
Maynard pointed out, no margin for error.

 “I used to love live television, because 
you got to see who was good and who 
wasn’t,” Maynard said. “And if you made 
a mistake, everybody saw it. We wouldn’t 
let people live that down. If you made a 
mistake, you would be reminded of it, and 

so therefore there was less boasting and 
bragging because you put it on the line 
every day. You didn’t have to boast about 
how good you were. It was very obvious, 
and the thing that I think has lowered the 
quality of news today, more than anything, 
is the one-man-band journalism. You can-
not do it all by yourself and do a really 
outstanding job.” The content of the news 

has also changed, and, for Maynard, not all 
for the best.

“There was a time when broadcasters 
such as Walter Cronkite were so respect-
ed,” Maynard said.  “At some point when 
he criticized the Vietnam War it was not 
because of partisan politics, but out of 
personal responsibility. That led Lyndon 
Johnson to say, ‘If I lost Cronkite, I lost 

middle America.’ I would say actually that 
the majority of journalism now is advocacy 
journalism or aimed at a goal and ignores 
any evidence to the contrary.” 

�In addition to his work in journalism 
and teaching, Maynard has an interesting 
personal story. Both sides of his family 
are related to either the Hatfields or the 
McCoys, of feud fame. He said that he has 
seen how stereotypes play a major role 
in the media depicting people from West 
Virginia as backwards. 

“Here is a stereotype you do not get 
about West Virginia,” Maynard said. “We 
consistently have the lowest crime rate in 
the nation, year after year, and you never 
hear about that.”

�Preparing students to be 21st century 
media workers, Maynard has to keep up 
to date in an industry where technology is 
evolving constantly. 

“I have been going to technology confer-
ences and I am trying to flip what they are 
talking about,” he said. “I want to maybe 
go to the Aspen conference next year and 
say that we don’t have any money in edu-
cation. The states don’t have any money, 
the federal government doesn’t have any 
money, but Apple was the most profitable 
company in the world and I want to talk 
to the people at Apple, Oracle, Cisco and 
Microsoft and say, ‘You should be paying 
us to teach people how to use your equip-
ment, and you should be giving us the 
computers and the software. Let’s flip the 
equation.’” 

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” 
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on 
WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_
Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

Aldemaro Romero
College Talk

Photo courtesy of Mike Cathey

Professor Riley Maynard teaching students the art of video journalism.
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That was reversed two years later by the Illinois Supreme Court, based on 
Philip Morris’s claim that the Federal Trade Commission had authorized the 
wording for cigarette descriptions. 

It was dismissed in 2006. KoreinTillery sought to revive it two years later, 
citing a federal supreme court ruling in a different suit involving Altria, the 
tobacco giant’s parent company. 

In Wednesday’s order, Ruth said the FTC brief made it clear that Philip 
Morris concealed information from the FTC regarding the accuracy of the 
Cambridge Filter Method and “the compensatory behavior” of light cigarette 
smokers. “Defendant not only concealed the information but also misled the 
FTC about what it knew about those matters,” he wrote.

But Ruth also wrote that Tillery could not demonstrate any price dif-
ference between light and regular cigarettes. Further, the plaintiffs never 
changed their smoking habits even after learning of Philip Morris’s deceit. 
Therefore, the Illinois Supreme Court would likely have found that the 
plaintiffs sustained no actual economic damages, “which would be fatal to 
the class claim.” But Ruth further noted that it is also “equally as likely” 
that the Supreme Court could find for the defendant on the damages issue. 
Since the plaintiff has the burden of proof of showing it is more probably 
true that they would prevail, their claim for relief would have failed. 
“Obviously, if litigant cannot win, there is no point in vacating prior judg-
ment,” Ruth wrote.

Continued from Page 1

As a result, residents watered their 
lawns and washed their cars less 
frequently than they would during a 
normal summer.

Those orders were enough, how-
ever, to cause Glen Carbon officials 
to look elsewhere.

As part of the report, Juneau 
Associates will consider the follow-
ing alternatives for a water source: 
the city of Edwardsville, the vil-
lage of Maryville, Illinois American 
Water Company and a combination 
of Edwardsville and Maryville under 
a joint service agreement if accept-
able to both communities.

Juneau Associates will also consid-
er the establishment of a new water 
plant exclusively for Glen Carbon.

Glen Carbon’s current agreement 
with Edwardsville expires on June 
1, 2016, and Mayor Rob Jackstadt 
wants to make sure village officials 
have plenty of information prior to 
that date.

“We do have to give notice, pretty 
far in advance, if we were inclined 
not to do something with the city 
of Edwardsville,” Jackstadt said. “I 

think it’s a year. That’s another rea-
son we need to get this going.”

In other business, the board hon-
ored Merry Rhoades as its December 
Volunteer of the Month.

Rhoades has been a  member of 
the village’s Planning and Zoning 
Commission since May, 2007.

An attorney, she moved to the vil-
lage in 1999.

Jackstadt said Rhoades has a keen 
interest in keeping Glen Carbon 
moving forward.

“Merry likes taking part in the 
vision for the future of Glen Carbon. 
She would like to see Glen Carbon 
continue to thrive, grow and be a 
place where people want to live and 
raise a family,” he said. “Merry dem-
onstrates independent thinking and 
has been an asset to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission and the village 
of Glen Carbon.”

The Wooden Nickel Pub and 
Grill was honored as Glen Carbon’s 
Business of the Month for December.

The restaurant/bar, located at 171 
S. Main St. in Old Town, opened for 
business on Dec. 1, 2011.

The Wood Nickel features a heated 
patio and five large-screen TVs in 
addition to its food and beverage 
offerings.

Owner Kelly Fuesting was on hand 
to accept the award.
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 The  9 a.m. ceremony will cel-
ebrate the matriculation of under-
graduate and graduate students from 
the schools of Business, Education 
and Nursing. Matthew McElwee of 
Edwardsville, who is earning a bach-
elor’s in business administration 
through the SIUE School of Business, 
will be the student speaker during 
the ceremony.

The afternoon ceremony will 
include undergraduate and graduate 
candidates from the SIUE College 
of Arts and Sciences, as well as the 
School of Engineering. Elisabeth 

Knierim of Bethalto will be the stu-
dent speaker during the afternoon 
ceremony. Knierim is earning her 
bachelor’s in chemistry education 
through the SIUE College of Arts and 
Sciences.

Dr. David Kaplan, associate pro-
fessor of physics, will speak at both 
commencement ceremonies as the 
recipient of the 2012 Great Teacher 
Award.

Kaplan was honored with the 
designation by the SIUE Alumni 
Association and was nominated by 
his students.

“I am very grateful for this award, 
the existence of which illustrates 
once again the emphasis that SIUE 
and its active Alumni Association 
place on teaching for our students,” 
Kaplan said.
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It turned out that Bauer was related to Bob 
Meyers, who is a former SIUE tennis coach, and 
invited him to come along and practice with them. 
Meyers in turn invited Mick Ostrander. The four-
some continued to play together in a friendly way 
for about six years. 

By 2000, the group had begun meeting at 
Meyer’s garage and switched their line up a few 
times. Guys came and went as time went on. Chip 
King, who plays an ingenious instrument called 
a cajon, popped in and out when he could. Mike 
Bortko, who knew Meyers through the gym at the 
YMCA, got an invite to play and then another and 
another. Eventually the current line up solidified 
and the Robert Perry Band was born. 

About three years ago things got a little more 
serious. The band started playing publicly at par-
ties and other events for family and friends. Then 
they played at Stagger Inn Again in Edwardsville 
followed by a benefit gig at Laurie’s Place in 
Edwardsville in aid of the Metro East Humane 
Society. They were a hit and more jobs started 
rolling in. 

“Everybody started to realize the music’s not 
half bad,” said Ray Moggio. 

“It was just out of the clear blue,” added Meyers. 
“It became serious when everybody’s kids were 

out of the house.” 
To date, the band has performed at Stagger 

Inn Again, Laurie’s Place, Villa Marie Winery in 
Maryville, Grafton Winery, Jacobsmeyers Tavern 
and Bindy’s in Granite City, Six Row Brewery 
in St. Louis, Old Rock House in St. Louis, the 
Hilton and Hyatt hotels in St. Louis and Diamond 
Mineral Springs in Grantfork. And as of press 
time, their upcoming New Year’s Eve show at The 
Wildey Theatre in Edwardsville was sold out. 

Their success really shouldn’t come as any sur-
prise though. Each and every band member is a 
skilled musician and has had experience playing in 
bands since they were teenagers. Cousins Bob and 
Ray Moggio have been playing music almost since 
they were old enough to hold a guitar. Bob owns 
Mojo’s Music store in downtown Edwardsville (a 
handy guy to have in your band, I’d say.) Mike 
Bortko, known affectionately as “The Godfather” 
of the group joined his first band back in 1962, 
got drafted in 1968 and finally stopped playing 
regularly when work, marriage and kids entered 
the picture. The others tell a similar story. Now 
that they have more time to spare, they’re finally 
getting their groove back. 

“When we play, people say ‘You guys look 
like you’re having so much fun.’ We’re the oldest 
teenagers in Madison County!” said Hendrickson 
with a laugh. 

While they might appear to just be having fun 
on stage, their practice sessions reflect a serious 
commitment to making the band as good as it 
can possibly be. Everyone is eager to learn new 
stuff from each other and it shows in their music. 

At a recent Wednesday night practice, the music 
I heard was both expertly played and bubbling 
with enthusiasm. Bob Moggio’s guitar skills were 
particularly impressive. 

Over the years it is the camaraderie between 
the band mates in addition to the music that has 
kept everyone coming back week after week. It 
serves as an outlet to step away from the world 
of work, family, responsibilities and just get lost 
in the music. 

“Some guys have bowling night. We had guitar 
night. It’s a guy thing. We just love to do it,” said 
Hendrickson. 

King, who joined the group thanks to 
Hendrickson, both being Granite City boys, echoed 
these sentiments. 

“Musicians, amateur or professional, may bump 
around their whole lives and not find the right mix 
of group members, but we have a talented bunch 
of guys who are great people and a hoot to hang 
with. Being as I’m not a golfer, bowler or hunter 
this is a great outlet that is as challenging as it is 
fun,” he said. 

It would seem that this group of guys has finally 
hit upon the right mix of notes. 

The Robert Perry Band with the Original 
Mojos will next appear at Stagger Inn Again in 
Edwardsville on Friday, Dec. 14; at Bindy’s in 
Granite City on Saturday, Dec. 15 and at The 
Wildey Theatre in Edwardsville on Monday, Dec. 
31. 

To find out more about the band, visit their 
Facebook page under “The Robert Perry Band 
with the Original Mojos.” 

Krista Wilkinson-Midgley/Intelligencer

Members of the Robert Perry Band with the Original Mojos jam during a recent rehearsal.
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Friday, Dec. 14

Pepperland (Beatles Revue) 
Christmas Show, Old Rock House, 
St. Louis, Doors 9:00 p.m.

Fivefold, Showbaby, A Sense of 
Peace, Blueberry Hill, St. Louis, 
Doors 8:00 p.m. 

Super Fun Yeah Yeah Rocketship, 
Blue Agave, Belleville, 9:30 p.m. 

Battlecross, Abiotic, Off the 
Witness, more, Fubar, St. Louis, 

Doors 7:00 p.m.
Every Time I Die w/The Chariot, 

LetLive, Kills and Thrills, The 
Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m. 

Wostock 2012 feat. Doorway, Tef 
Poe, Trixie, more, Plush St. Louis, St. 
Louis, Doors 8:00 p.m.

Miss Jubilee & The Humdingers, 
Sheldon Concert Hall, St. Louis, 8:00 
p.m.

Spin the Bottle, Fast Eddie's Bon 
Air, Alton, 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 15
Y98 Mistletoe Show "An Acoustic 

Christmas" w/Train, Alanis 
Morissette, more, Peabody Opera 
House, St. Louis, 7:30 p.m.

Deuce, Fubar, St. Louis, Doors 6:00 
p.m.

Mr. Gnome w/Sleepy Kitty, Cave 
of Swords, Middle Class Fashion, The 
Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 8:00 p.m.

Josiah and the Regulars, Blue 

Agave, Belleville, 9:30 p.m.
Sable, 3:00 p.m. / Spin the Bottle, 

8:00 p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air, 
Alton

Sunday, Dec. 16
Theresa Payne, Plush St. Louis, St. 

Louis, Doors 9:00 p.m. 
Dying Fetus, Malignancy, Cerebral 

Bore, Fubar, St. Louis, Doors 6:00 
p.m.
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