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Dimick assesses the relationship of art, talent
Most of us have marveled at the works 

of famous artists, thinking that if only 
we had their natural gifts that we too 
could join their ranks. Natural talent, 
it is assumed, is the absolute require-
ment for any good artist. But not every-
one is quite so sure. One who questions 
the necessity of raw talent is Brigham 
Dimick, an associate professor and area 
head of drawing in the department of art 
and design at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. 

“I think that the idea of talent can 
undermine people who have interest and 
I question how important talent is to 
become a decent artist,” he said. “I think 
it is extremely important to be a very good 
artist, but the art of drawing and translat-
ing the tri-dimensional world onto the 
two dimensional plane can be taught.”

Born in Oakland Park, Ill., and reared in 
Allentown, Penn., Dimick said he became 
interested in art at a very early age. He 
went on to obtain his bachelor’s degree 
in fine arts from the Tyler School of Art 
at Temple University and a master’s of 
fine arts from Indiana University. Visual 
artists like Dimick use a variety of tools 
in their craft. 

“The first that comes to mind is graph-
ite, like the simple pencil,” he said. “There 
are many different manifestations of a 
line, whether it be a pen and ink or a whit-
er silver that is scratched across a surface. 
One of the main tools our students begin 
with is charcoal because it goes on so 
quickly and it can be pushed back and 
wiped off with their hands and revised. 
The idea of revision is important to kind 
of train you, and then of course it moves 
into shades, which allows people to think 
tonally and render light. So those are like 
the foundations, and then we move into 

water-based media.” 
�With today’s technology encroaching 

upon all areas of life and work, how have 
computers influenced the way artists are 
trained and express their ideas? 

“I find the synergy between the hand-
drawn and the digitally created so ripe 
with possibilities,” Dimick said. “But it’s 
really good to train the hand and form a 
kind of an understanding of how to com-
pose and work through ideas by hand, 
even if you are principally a digital artist. 
It is a way of investing in a kind of a mark 
that is singular and decisive, as opposed 
to something that is easily changed and 
that has infinite permutations.” One art 
form that allows the interplay between 
hand drawing and computer generated 
images is in the work of 3-D creations. 

 “I just love working with students 
who are 3-D artists,” said Dimick, who 
also works in this format. “I start with 
a photograph on canvas and I purposely 
show the edges of the photograph, so 
when the viewers see the work in person 
they see this kind of conflation between 
photography and painting, and so the 
photograph determines the color and the 
perspective and the direction of the light 
of the invention around us. So I have 
conceived 95 percent of the painting as 
an elaborate frame for the photographs. 
And of course a photograph is monocular 
and we are binocular. Photographs hap-
pen within a fraction of a second and the 
fabrication of this painting takes many 
months.” Just as it takes time to produce 
art, Dimick said that to really appreciate 
the work of an artist also requires time 
and study. 

“I think research is great, but what I’m 
concerned with is if people feel like they 
have no right to interpret unless they 

do the research,” he said. “Maybe they 
detach from the experience. Really an art-
ist does not control interpretation. They 
simply make a rich thing to respond to. 
Hopefully it is rich enough and that it 
strikes a chord so that viewers can bring 
their own experiences to the situation. I 
prefer to ask people what they see rather 
than tell them what it means.”

Many famous painters also did a lot 
of drawing in their careers – such as Da 
Vinci and Picasso. But, what is the real 
difference?

“I think of drawing as a verb,” Dimick 
explained. “So drawing is in painting, it’s 
in print making, it is a way of forming 
your visual thoughts. We can think of it as 
media specific with the traditional means 
of ink and charcoal or graphite and such, 
or we can think of it as a way of seeing, 
a way of forming this idea of active com-
posing.” 

Dimick is working now on projects that 
explore time and space, about different 
events that are captured photographically 
and are brought together as if in one time 
and one place. “I am interested in that 
idea of kind of constructing a new nar-
rative in making connections, and they 
actually cover things that are about life 
and death.”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” 
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. 
on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at 
College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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Members of the Christian Crafters do what they do best at a recent meeting.
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The ramp was lit only by a strobe light that pointed to the floor, accord-
ing to the suit. The suit claims that as the minor walked down the ramp an 
employee began chasing her “while operating a loud, motor-driven chain-
saw” that caused her to trip and strike her face against the ramp. 

According to the suit, she incurred medical expenses and experienced pain 
and suffering.

Alton attorney J. Robert Edmonds is seeking in excess of $50,000 on seven 
counts of alleged negligence.
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As if the group doesn't stay busy enough 
with the other projects, they also participate 
in Knit for Kids. The project was started in 
1996 by Guideposts magazine as a way to 
provide sweaters to children in need all over 
the world. In total, the group has made over 
80 sweaters and like all of the other projects 
it started with one of the members reading 
about it in a magazine. "I sent for the pat-
tern and I got the bottom part of the sweater 

made but couldn't figure out the sleeves," said 
Woods. She brought the bottoms in and with 
help from Beals, they figured out how to make 
the sleeves and have since completed over 80 
sweaters. 

This is exactly what makes the group so spe-
cial and why they are so successful. Not every 
member can do everything. Some are better at 
crocheting, some are better at knitting, some are 
very skilled with a sewing machine but they are 
able to learn from one another and become better. 
And if somebody runs into a problem, somebody 
can figure it out.

The mission of the group is summed up best by 
Small, "The main thing is to know we are helping 
others. If you feel bad or feel sorry for yourself, if 

you start doing something for others you'll find 
out there's a lot people who are a lot worse off 
than we are and it heals you to share with people. 
We've learned that."

"We have great fellowship too," said 
Turnbeaugh.

Anyone is welcome to come down and join the 
group no matter if you know how to knit, crochet 
or sew. They're willing to teach and if you can't 
do that they always have something people can 
do. For anyone who is interested in joining them 
"Just show up at 11 o'clock with a sack lunch," 
said McQuinn. 

For additional information about the group or 
to make donations, call the First Christian Church 
Office at 656-7498.
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Landry walked her students through the Chocolate Party’s nomination 
process by asking each of her students to nominate their favorite chocolate 
candy candidate.  After developing a list of candidates that included favorites 
like peanut M&Ms, Hershey Kisses, Butterfinger and the Hershey Chocolate 
Bar, the students were ready to put their heads down and raise their hands to 
vote which would narrow down their nominations to just three candidates.

But before they could vote, Landry explained a very important concept in 
the democratic process.  “All voters must agree to accept the winner,” she 
said.  “Today, once we come up with our three finalists and then we vote by 
secret ballot who is going to be our candidate, once we determine that, every-
one must accept it.  Even if it’s not who you voted for.  Why do you think that 
it is important as a class we accept the winner?”

“You have to accept the winner because most people voted for that and 
that’s what most people want,” Abby pointed out.

“Yes, but also the reason why is that when we campaign and try to get the 
rest of the students to vote for our Chocolate Party, we all need to be united.  
We all need to think that this is the best candidate,” Landry said.

The preliminary candidate voting took place and revealed three front-run-
ners – The Hershey Chocolate Bar, Kit Kat and Hershey Kisses.  The students 
were then ready to receive their ballots and make their secret vote to solidify 
their Chocolate Party Candidate.

Prior to voting, they had to first set up their “ballot booths,” created by 
standing up pocket folders on their desks, and each registered to vote by fill-
ing out their voter registration card and submitting it to Landry.  

After making their final vote to represent their class and the Chocolate 
Party, the ballots were collected and counted.  The Hershey Chocolate Bar 
won by a wide margin.  While across the hallway in Anderson’s classroom, 
Skittles was chosen to represent the Chewy Party.

The students in both classrooms spent the next week making posters to 
support their candidates and writing persuasive campaign speeches.  Each 
classroom listened to the speeches and voted on the best speech for their 
party.  The winning authors read their speeches to their peers during the 
school’s morning meeting one day last week.

Finally, the entire Hamel Elementary student body voted on their favorite 
candidate – either  the Hershey Chocolate Bar or Skittles.

“It was a close vote,” Landry said.  “The Chewy Party candidate, Skittles, 
beat the Chocolate Party candidate, Hershey’s Chocolate Bar.  The vote count 
was 58-56.”

Some comments Landry said she heard students saying afterwards were, 
“It was awesome because we learned what it takes to become president,” “It 
gave us a good idea of how it feels to lose an election,”  and “We learned that 
every vote counts.”

Landry felt that the entire election process was “incredibly enlightening” 
for the students.  “It’s a great way to teach kids about the election process 
by getting them involved in something that they can relate to, and it put 
elections and what it takes to get elected in very understandable terms for a 
second grader,” she said.  

CRAFTS

Pumpkin pros
Do you know how to predict 
the weight, length, circumfer-
ence, density, or cubic mea-
sure of a pumpkin?  If not, just 
ask a third grade student at St. 
Boniface School in Mrs. Jessie 
Buehnerkemper’s class.  The 
students know every detail 
of a pumpkin – top to bot-
tom, inside to outside. They 
explored every dimension of 
one, beginning with the life 
cycle of a pumpkin and ending 
with counting seeds, harvest-
ing the fruit meat inside, and 
enjoying the baked goods. 
For the Intelligencer.
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Allied Waste/Republic Services is 
pleased to announce the results of 
the recent electronic waste recycling 
drive conducted at Maryville Village 
Hall by Dcal Services on September 
29th. This was in partnership with the 
Village of Maryville and Collinsville 
Township.

Over three tons of electronics waste 
was collected from area residents, at 
no charge:

•฀Televisions/Monitors:฀2,779฀lbs.
•฀Other฀Electronics:฀3,705฀lbs.
•฀Total฀Weight:฀6484฀lbs.

Terry Allan, Collinsville Township 
Supervisor, stated, “I am glad to see 
our area residents took this opportu-
nity to responsibly dispose of their 
electronic waste. With electronics 
being banned from landfills, it is 
important that we take advantage 
of drives such as this when they are 
available.”

Adds Mayor Larry Gulledge of 
Maryville, “We are glad to hear 
over three tons of electronic waste 
was collected. There was a steady 
stream of traffic that day and the 
fact that residents could dispose of 
their e-waste at no cost was help-
ful, too.” 

Residents take advantage 
of electronic recycling


