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Arts & Issues brings international diversity
“Arts and Issues,” the series of perfor-

mances and lectures at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville that has brought 
artists and speakers – along with audi-
ences – to this side of the Mississippi 
River for more than 28 years, has a 
particularly exciting upcoming season. 
The first performance will be Oct. 11 
with a new show called “New Dance 
Horizons.”

 “We are collaborating with Dance 
St. Louis,” said Grant Andree, program 
director of “Arts and Issues.”  “This is 
kind of an exciting event because this 
is being produced by Dance St. Louis, 
which is one of the premier presenters of 
dance in the United States. What Michel 
Utthoff, artistic director, is doing is com-
missioning four dances with four chore-
ographers from across the country.” 

Nikki Giovanni, a world-renowned 
poet, writer and commentator, will 
speak on Nov. 5. “She has won numer-
ous awards and I am excited to bring 
her on board because she is one of the 
two authors that we are bringing this 
year,” Andree said. Giovanni is known 
for her frankness on equality issues. Her 
presentation coincides with “The Year of 
the Book” that is being organized by the 
Department of English Language and 
Literature at SIUE. 

This will be followed on Nov. 29 by 
“Neil Berg’s 100 years of Broadway.” It 
is about the greatest hits of Broadway 
over the past 100 years. Berg is a com-
poser in New York and has worked 
on many Broadway shows. Among the 
musical pieces that will be performed 
include selections from “The Phantom 
of the Opera,” “Les Miserables,” “Cats,” 
and “Jesus Christ Super Star.” 

On March 21, the audience will have 
the opportunity to listen to the music of 
Karla Bonoff. “She is considered one of 
the best singer songwriters of the past 
four generations,” Andree said. “She is 
a guitarist and plays the piano. You’ll 
be familiar with some of the songs that 

she’ll play that night.” 
Probably the most exciting of the per-

formances will take place on April 4 
with the presentation of “La Familia 
Valera Miranda,” one of the most famous 
Cuban musical groups. Due to the politi-
cal situation between the United States 
and Cuba, the group has not been able 
to perform in this country for the last 

10 years.
 “La Familia goes back several genera-

tions, with a musical tradition that is a 
combination of a number of different 
styles from Africa, from the Hispanic 
community, from Haiti, Jamaica, and all 
these traditions are combined to create 
these songs,” said Andree. “It should be 
a real treat to hear a group like that.” 

Some of the pieces they will perform 
will be in the style of the “Cuban son.” 
This is a peculiar type of music in which 
a soloist improvises lyrics over a general 
musical theme. The complicated effort 
to bring this group to SIUE was led by 
Calvin Jarrell of the department of the-
ater and dance. 

On April 16 the public will have the 

extraordinary opportunity to hear the 
nationally acclaimed author and humor-
ist David Sedaris. “In one word, I think 
he is hilarious,” Andree said. “He has 
sold over 7 million books and is on NPR 
all the time. I certainly expect this to be 
a sold-out performance. He has been 
on the bestseller list of The New York 
Times and has been nominated for three 
Grammys. He is really at the top of this 
game right now,” said Andree, who 
added that Sedaris would stay after the 
show to sign books.

The “Arts and Issues” season will 
culminate with a performance of the 
experimental theater series “Xfest,” 
organized by SIUE’s department of 
theater and dance. “It is going to be 
very interesting,” Andree said. “It is 
based on the interception of technol-
ogy, the new century and women’s 
role in society. It takes place in Paris 
in 1913 and during the course of this 
theater piece they build a three quarter 
size monoplane on stage. This is one 
of those things that Xfest is becom-
ing famous for, and that is fascinating 
theater pieces that show theater in a 
way you have not seen before. I think 
the people that have come to the Xfest 
and have seen these different compa-
nies, always come back because it is so 
entertaining.” 

For more information on Arts and 
Issues call 618-650-5774 or visit www.
siue.edu/artsandissues.

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can 
be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.
edu.

Aldemaro Romero
College Talk
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The Cuban musical group La Familia Valera Miranda

Continued from Page 1

The truck will be used by the Public Works Department. 
Public services also presented a sole source resolution to the council to 

approve the purchase of  a track-mounted skid loader from Bobcat of St. 
Louis in the amount of  $29,038. As a part of the purchase, the city is trading 
in three rubber-tire skid loaders. Cost of the skid loader will be split between 
street, sewer, and water. 

"This is a $62,000 piece of equipment that, with the trade-ins, we are 
getting for $29,000. Once again, it's a very good deal and it's time to get 
rid of the old equipment and bring in some new," said Alderman Richard 
Rezabek.

Administrative and Community Service Committee Chair Jeanette Mallon 
presented a resolution to the council to approve the PUD Overlay Zoning 
District for Enclave West. The resolution was passed for the development 
which is planned  on New Poag Road. 

The city council also approved the sale of a 1994 Pierce Sabre fire truck. The 
truck is tentatively being sold to Litchfield for $30,000, according Fire Chief 
Rick Welle. The sale is pending approval from City of Litchfield.

Finally, the city council approved the purchase of a replacement fountain 
for Leclaire Lake. The old fountain was in place for 16 years. The replacement 
fountain will be from the same company that installed the original.

The next city council meeting will take place on Oct. 16 at 7 p.m. 
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“Understanding Cuban society and history will help students com-
prehend circumstances that aren’t commonly found elsewhere in the 
world.”

Three professors from the University of Havana visited SIUE at the 
end of May 2012 as part of the initiative to give lectures and tour the 
campus.

 “Our goal is to demonstrate that a Midwestern university with no 
apparent connection to Cuba can create a variety of diverse programs 
to develop academic diplomacy by establishing connections both aca-
demically and culturally,” Romero added in the release.

Financial restrictions by both nations require the entire project to be 
privately funded. There are strict laws about using federal funds in 
Cuba.

Romero noted that he would be anxiously waiting as the first SIUE 
student group visits Cuba, returns and shares their experiences.  “We 
anticipate that these students will have positive life-changing experi-
ences,” Romero said. “They will be enriched through an opportunity that 
most U.S. students can’t imagine.”
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Following the parade, there will be an open house at American 
Legion Post 199, just off Route 157 across from Woodland Elementary 
School.

The Gene Maynard Band from Bethalto will provide music from 8 p.m. to 
10 p.m.

Anyone interested in taking part in the parade should call Koch at 659-
9335.
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 “Grasshoppers,” Jacob said.
“So like plant eaters,” Luitjohan noted.  “And 

what do we call those?”
“Herbivores,” several students said.
“Then what’s the next level, that eats herbi-

vores?” Luitjohan quizzed the students.
“Omnivores,” the class said.
“We could go on and on with the omnivores, 

but to bring this all to life for you, everyone in 
the fourth grade is going to be getting these,” 
Luitjohan said holding up a large, plastic, clear 
bag of round objects.  “These are called owl pel-
lets.”

Luitjohan elaborated by explaining how an 
owl will eat something below it on the food 
chain.  “Then an owl will digest and use the meat 
from whatever it ate,” she said.  “But an owl, just 
like us, cannot digest the bones of an animal.  Just 
like we can’t digest a chicken bone or a turkey 
bone, but we don’t eat it.  An owl eats the whole 
animal, and then it spits up the bones and fur of 
the animal.  This is what an owl pellet is.”

Students were each given one owl pellet, which 
Luitjohan assured had been lab produced and 
was safe to touch.  Since most of the students 
weren’t enthused about the idea of touching the 
owl pellet, Luitjohan also handed out a paper 
plate to dissect upon and two toothpicks that the 
squeamish may want to use, rather than their 
fingers.  “Usually when I’ve done this in the past, 
even the most squeamish person, by the end, is 
using their fingers to pick it apart by the end,” 
Luitjohan told the students.

After many “oohs” and “oh my goshes” as the 
students examined the exterior of their pellets 
and saw what many thought could be beaks or 
bones embedded in them, the students settled 
down and began dissecting and evaluating what 
was actually inside.

They sketched a drawing of their owl pellet 
and answered questions on a worksheet that 
asked what the pellets looked like on the inside 
and out as well as what it felt like.

By the end of the assignment, most of the 
students were enthusiastically picking the pellet 
apart with their fingers and excited to share with 
one another the pieces of mole, mouse and other 
small creature bone fragments they had found 
inside and had identified as the animals that their 
owl had eaten.  

They talked about what they had learned. 
“Owls eat many animals,” Isabella said.  
“Owl pellets are greenish,” Elaine said.
“Owls can eat a lot of fur,” Arianna noted.
“Owls eat pretty nasty stuff,” A.J. pointed out.
Excited about their experience, the majority of 

students requested baggies to place their bone 
fragments inside so that they could take them 
home to share with their parents and siblings.

Following the classroom dissection, the 
fourth graders attended an assembly where 
Pamela Lippert from the Tree House Wildlife 
Center spoke to the students about the sick, 
injured and orphaned owls that they receive 
and rehabilitate.  The organization’s goal is to 
release the wildlife back into the wild when-
ever possible.

The Tree House Wildlife Center, located 
in Dow near Pere Marquette State Park, is 
hosting an open house Oct. 27 and Oct. 28 
from noon to 5 p.m.  The open house features 
Hawthorne Animal Hospital’s Dr. Myer and 
his Teddy Bear Clinic from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
each day.  Bring your favorite stuffed critter 
to Dr. Myer’s Teddy Bear Clinic for a physi-
cal exam and health certificate. Call the Tree 
House Wildlife Center at 618-466-2990 for 
more information.
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Aidan Truckenbrod holds up a section of his owl pellet.
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Arts&Music
Friday, Oct.  5

Mahler, Symphony No. 3, Powell Hall, St. 
Louis, 8:00 p.m.

Millennium, Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton, 
8:00 p.m. 

Ralphie May, The Pageant, St. Louis, Doors 
7:00 p.m. 

Powerman 5000 w/ Manifest, Search Party 
for my Ex-Wife, The Firebird, St. Louis, 
Doors 7:00 p.m. 

Stars w/ Diamond Rings, California Wives, 
Plush St. Louis, St. Louis, Doors 7:30 p.m. 

Illusions Fate, Washco, Twisted Licks, 
Fubar, St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m. 

Marty Stuart and His Fabulous Superlatives, 
Sheldon Concert Hall, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m. 

JD McPherson, Blueberry Hill, St. Louis, 
Doors 8:00 p.m. 

Mail The Horse, Breakneck Annie, The 
Moon Glampers, Blueberry Hill (The Elvis 
Room), St. Louis, Doors 8:00 p.m. 

Del Yeah! (Rescheduled), Old Rock House, 
St. Louis, 7 p.m.

John Bartley Blue Agave, Belleville, 9:30 
p.m. 

Billy Childs Quartet, Jazz at the Bistro, St. 
Louis, 7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

Arnold Newman: Luminaries of the 
Twentieth Century in Art, Politics and 

Culture, Sheldon Art Galleries, St. Louis, 
Noon to 5:00 p.m., Runs through January, 
2013. 

ArtEast @ EAC Opening Reception, 
Edwardsville Arts Center, Edwardsville, 6:00 
to 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, Oct.  6
Mahler, Symphony No. 3, Powell Hall, St. 

Louis, 8:00 p.m.
First Aid Kit w/ Dylan LeBlanc, Indian 

Blanket, The Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 8:00 
p.m. 

Bastard Suns, Knockout w/ Benedict 

Arnold, Fubar, St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m. 
Arturo Sandoval, Sheldon Concert Hall, 

St. Louis, 8:00 p.m. 
Polly Ferman Tango, Touhill Performing 

Arts Center, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m. 
Andy Hyland and Edgefield, Blue Agave, 

Belleville, 9:30 p.m. 
Grovefest Afterparty w/ DJ Mahf, The 

Gramophone, St. Louis, 11:00 p.m. 
Billy Childs Quartet, Jazz at the Bistro, St. 

Louis, 7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. 
Sable, 3:00 p.m. / Millennium, 8:00 p.m., 

Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton
ArtEast @ EAC, Edwardsville Arts Center, 

Edwardsville, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Runs 

through Oct. 28.
Hip hOZ, COCA, St. Louis, 2:00 p.m. and 

5:00 p.m. 
A Midsummer Night's Dream, Grandel 

Theatre, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m. 
Drawn in Copper, Italian Prints in the Age 

of Barocci, St. Louis Art Museum, St. Louis, 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through January, 
2013. 

Leslie Hewitt: Sudden Glare of the Sun, 
Contemporary Art Museum, St. Louis, 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through Dec. 
30. 

My One and Only, Stages-Robert G. Reim 
Theatre, St. Louis, 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.


