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Frey-Spurlock studies women's roles in society
Since the 1960s public awareness of 

the profound changes made by women 
in society and culture has grown sub-
stantially. And while there is still much 
to be accomplished in terms of equal-
ity with men – such as pay equity 
– the progress that has been made has 
become the focus of scholarly inter-
est. One of these researchers is Connie 
Frey-Spurlock, an assistant professor of 
sociology at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. It was during her own 
undergraduate experience, when seeing 
how the contributions of women in her 
class textbooks were downplayed, that 
she decided on her career as a sociolo-
gist.   

“At the time, which wasn’t that long 
ago, there were no women in the theory 
textbooks, there were no women that 
were recognized as important to being 
part of the development of sociology 
in the U.S.,” Frey-Spurlock explained. 
“As a woman undergraduate I was curi-
ous as to whether or not that was an 
accurate reflection.” Born in Nashville, 
Tenn., she earned her bachelor ’s and 
master ’s degrees in sociology from 
Middle Tennessee State University and 
her doctorate, also in sociology, from 
the University of Nebraska at Lincoln. 
While studying to become a sociolo-
gist, she discovered the work of one of 
the founders of sociology in the United 
States, Jane Addams. 

“She is quite a towering figure,” Frey-
Spurlock said. “She was born and lived 
her life around the Chicago area.  She 
is known probably most famously for 
opening Hull House, which she did 
with Ellen Gate Star.  They opened Hull 
House to serve the needs of the com-
munity.  So it was a research center 
and many researchers from around the 
country and around the world traveled 
to Hull House to study and to learn with 
Addams and her colleagues.” Addams, 
who was the first American woman to 
win the Nobel Peace Prize, also played 
a major role in achieving voting rights 
for women. 

“That was important to her because 
she felt that as outsiders to the politi-

cal system at the time, women had a 
lot to offer from that viewpoint,” Frey-
Spurlock said. “They were outside so 
they could see the weaknesses, they 
could see the strengths, they could see 
the areas where what Addams called 
‘feminine values’ could enhance and 
improve the political system. And she 
also worked with people of color and was 
a founding member of the NAACP.”

Besides the political causes, Addams 
was also interested in very practical 
things like the needs of mothers and 

children, whose voices she argued were 
not part of the political discourse. 

“She felt that we, in a patriarchal 
society, set women and girls up to fail 
and that our society lacked the ability 
to reach its full potential because of the 
silencing of women and girls,” Frey-
Spurlock said. “And it was critical for 
her to get women’s voices involved in 
that.  Also, one of her biggest contribu-
tions had to do with the establishment 
of the juvenile justice system.  So Cook 
County had the first juvenile justice 

court system in the United States and 
that was a result again of Addams and 
her colleagues recognizing that children 
have different needs.” At SIUE, Frey-
Spurlock teaches a course titled “victi-
mology.” 

“I think we are fortunate to have a 
class and a concern about victims in our 
department. The literature on victimol-
ogy courses and education in general 
says that many criminal justice students 
go through their programs and never 
have a meaningful conversation about 

victims, which is surprising to me given 
that while they may focus on people who 
create victims, oftentimes those offend-
ers are still victims themselves and there 
is a victim present somewhere,” she 
explained. “So having no understand-
ing of what victims’ needs are, what 
victims’ rights are, what kinds of expe-
riences they have, and what kinds of 
experiences enable healing from trauma 
is a real problem in our criminal justice 
education.”  She said that she thinks 
that having a course like this broadens 
the perspective of both criminal justice 
majors and sociology majors.

“This class has shown me that there 
are number of students on campus that 
have had some rather traumatic experi-
ences,” she said. “It comes out in the 
conversations, through their writings, 
and what-not in that class.  And I have 
seen that it helps those students put 
their experiences into a larger context, 
so there is an opportunity for some to 
develop personally as well as profes-
sionally.”  

�Frey-Spurlock is currently working 
on what is called an ecoliteracy project. 
Ecoliteracy has been defined as an under-
standing of the natural and social systems 
that allow for human community exis-
tence. “I would like to ultimately create a 
system where we can assess how literate 
undergraduate students are coming from 
high school and then to see if we have 
made any changes upon graduating,” she 
said. “And becoming a more sustainable 
university and universe we would strive 
for a higher level of ecoliteracy than we 
certainly are at now.”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can 
be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.
edu.
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“It’s a program that, yes, we are performing in St. Louis about four days 
before, but it is the first time that we have opted to take the program to the 
people so that they can have it in their own backyard.  It, therefore, creates an 
intimacy that perhaps they wouldn’t have coming to St. Louis to see it, and 
it’s something that we are hoping that we can do every year.”

Although he hasn’t seen the show in its entirety since the works are still 
being perfected, Uthoff offered a glimpse into each of the four premieres from 
what he’s seen in rehearsals.

“Each of the works is choreographed by a different individual that brings 
their own flavor to it,” Uthoff said.  “Jessica Lang is doing a work with 
Common Thread Contemporary Dance Company.  She uses an original score 
– new music, very haunting, very beautiful, very delicate and it is a work that 
because she was working with a company of only women, she opted to take 
a quote from Virginia Woolf –  'Anonymous is a woman' – The work is very 
powerful, very beautiful, has an exquisite solo, and is followed by some very 
interesting dancing by the seven women of the company.  So it’s going to be 
something that the audience can partake and feel involved in.” 

The second premiere features the St. Louis Ballet performing a new work 
by Pamela Tanowitz.  “Pam is an up and coming choreographer out of the 
New York City area,” Uthoff said.  “The beauty about what she is doing 
is that it is working a little bit in the unknown.  She comes from more of a 
contemporary field and is working with classical ballet dancers so there’s 
a little bit of a glass breaking feeling where you don’t have the expectancy 
of security. You are never sure if this is going to happen, is this not going to 
happen – therefore creating a special tension and a special beauty for the 
audience to enjoy.”

The third piece is a collaboration between Los Angeles’ Victoria Marks and 
Leverage Dance Theatre (formerly aTrek Dance Collective) which is a non-
traditional company of artists dedicated to pushing the boundaries of dance 
in and around the St. Louis community.  

Uthoff said the piece they are working on is called Dancing to Music.  “This 
is a very striking piece in that there is very little dancing in it,” he said.  “It’s 
actually four women that could be standing at a subway station  in New York 
or London – could be standing in front of a train that is taking them some-
where – to some resort or some concentration camp – however you want to 
interpret it.  It lets the audience get a real personal take and it’s stylistically 
simple in which its movements create canons and unison in movement that 
gives the audience specific tensions and beauties.” 

The last premiere piece is by Gina Patterson who is working with MADCO, 
the professional dance company in residence at the Touhill Performing Arts 
Center that is known for its versatile and athletic style.

“Gina has a very broad balance of dancing.  She moves people very well,” 
Uthoff said.  

Uthoff further  pointed out that Patterson’s work was going to be per-
formed to a score by the Soulard Band of St. Louis.  “It should be a fun piece 
that captures the feeling of the blues and the Mississippi River,” Uthoff 
added.

This collaborative show may be a first of its kind.  “I don’t recall anywhere 
in the country or the world that this kind of thing is being done by a local 
presenter commissioning new work  to enhance the local dance community,” 
he added.   “It’s something special that they will make special by being in 
the audience.”

Uthoff has led Dance St. Louis for the past six years.  He has an impressive 
background.  Born in Santiago, Chile, to former dancers, he began danc-
ing after high school.  He attended the Julliard School of Music, School of 
American Ballet and Martha Graham School of Contemporary Dance.  He’s 
danced with the Joffrey Ballet and founded Hartford Ballet in Hartford, 
Conn. in 1972 which he directed for 20 years.  He has also taught at numerous 
colleges over the years, has choreographed for nearly 40 different companies 
around the world and has also directed opera.

The Arts & Issues 7:30 p.m. New Dance Horizons performance is spon-
sored by Commerce Bank and is supported by the Arts Midwest Touring 
Fund, a program of Arts Midwest, which is generously supported by the 
National Endowment for the Arts with additional contributions from the 
Illinois Arts Council.

Tickets for the 2012-13 season performances may be purchased at the 
Dunham Hall Fine Arts Box Office, the Information Booth at the Morris 
University Center, by calling 618-650-5774 or online at artsandissues.com.  
Discounts are available when purchasing the complete series of Arts & Issues 
performances.  SIUE staff, retirees, alumni, students and seniors over 65 are 
also offered discounts on tickets. 

 If you have any questions, or would like an Arts & Issues season brochure, 
contact the Arts & Issues office at 650-5194.

Other upcoming Arts & Issues shows include world-renowned poet, writ-
er, commentator, activist and educator Nikki Giovanni on Nov. 5 as well as 
Neil Berg’s 100 Years of Broadway on Nov. 29.  Visit the Arts & Issues website 
for the complete season schedule that runs through May.
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According to Fitzgerald, nine 
chase cars filled with volunteers 
met at a Subway Restaurant 
near Farina before heading out 
together to retrieve the balloons.  
“The high school one landed in a 
corn field near a major intersec-
tion so it was reasonably easy to 
find and get,” Fitzgerald said.

The Columbus/SIUE bal-
loon landed in a bit more of a 
rural area and got caught in a 
tree which proved to be a little 
more difficult to retrieve, but 
Fitzgerald noted that when they 
had retrieved both balloons and 
opened their gondolas, all the 
equipment inside was still on 
and logging data.

Fitzgerald also commented 
that both balloons had reached 
60,000 feet.  “The Columbus one 
was only at 60,000 feet for seven 
minutes,” he said.  

Although the GPS system 
didn’t register above 60,000 feet, 
Fitzgerald said that the EHS bal-
loon was aloft higher and longer 
than the Columbus/SIUE bal-
loon.  “The EHS balloon was 
above 60,000 feet for more than 
40 minutes.  It was climbing at 
almost 800 feet a minute when it 
checked out.  I am thinking that 
is good for between 80,000 and 
90,000 feet,” Fitzgerald said.

“The Columbus Balloon has 
amazing video of the whole 
flight,” Fitzgerald added.  
“There’s at least 20 minutes 
of video where every time the 
Columbus rotates around you 
can see the high school balloon.  
Then just before the Columbus 
balloon bursts you can see the 
high school balloon. The pic-
tures are amazing.”

Schleuter was equally pleased 
with the project’s success.  “It 
ended up being everything we 
expected it to be and more,” 
he said.  “The launches went 
off without a hitch, and we got 
extremely good data so we’re 
going to be able to map the 
flights of these with extreme 
accuracy.”

A complete data analysis from 
the cameras and the detailed 
instrument packages will hap-
pen in the coming weeks, but 
several photos as well as links to 
the GPS Spot Tracking Web site 
that captured the location of the 
balloons along their flight can 
be found on the NSB Columbus 
Facebook page.  Just log into 
Facebook and do a search for 
NSB Columbus to find it.

The data collected from both 
balloons will be used by SIUE 
and District 7 schools in their 
curriculum.  “That’s the whole 
purpose to this, aside from get-
ting everyone excited about 
science,” Schlueter said.  “This 
data can be used throughout the 

year."  
Schlueter pointed out that Dr. 

Randy Pearson from SIUE will 
be formulating a data map of the 
flight and will visit Columbus 
classrooms accompanied with his 
SIUE students to talk about their 
experience.  Schlueter addition-
ally noted that EHS students may 
also visit or Skype the Columbus 
students to talk about their expe-
rience and what they learned.  
“This was a chance to spark 

interest in a multiple range of the 
educational levels of our com-
munity,” Schlueter said.  “And 
that’s the type of collaboration 
that we’re looking for.”

Collaboration was the word of 
the day as Fitzgerald emphasized 
the complexity of the project and 
also gave credit to the schools 
involved as well as District 7 for 
supporting the project. “It was 
an enormous team effort because 
there were a lot of moving parts,” 

he said.  “But we overcame some 
of the coordination challenges, 
and it was a fantastic day.  This is 
a remarkable thing that this com-
munity has done.”

Schlueter echoed Fitzgerald’s 
enthusiasm and also thanked the 
board of education and super-
intendent for “being behind us 
when we do these kinds of proj-
ects.”

“The students loved it all day 
yesterday,” Schlueter said.
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At top, the Edwardsville High School balloon is launched from the EHS Sports Complex. 
Below, a group of Columbus School students retrieve their gondola from a field near Farina.  
A photo gallery accompanies this story on our website, www.theintelligencer.com.
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