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This picture shows the head of the southern cavefish
captured in Norfork Lake.

Blind cave fish found
in northern Ark. lake
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Blind cave fishes are supposed to be found only
in caves, but for the first time a blind cave fish has
been encountered in an open lake, and it occurred in
Arkansas.

On Feb. 20 an individual of the southern cave fish
(Typhlichthys subterraneous) was collected at Lake
Norfork in Baxter County by Steve Teems. This
unique occurrence has surprised scientists. Of the
300 or so species of cave fishes that have been dis-
covered from around the world, this is the first time
such a fish has ever been found in open waters.-

The southern cavefish is one of the two species of -

cave fishes found in Arkansas. The other one is the

Ozark cavefish found in Northeast Arkansas. This
species has been reported for Richardson Cave in

. Fulton County, a well in Randolph County, and Alex-
j ander Cave and Ennis Cave in Stone County. This is

the first record of this species for Baxter County.
When the specimen was collected and sent by the

. Arkansas Game and Fish Commission to Arkansas
' State University for identification, it was quickly

recognized as a member of the southern cavefish
species by its morphological characteristics. Anoth-

" er species of cavefish closely related to the southern

cavefish is being described by a national team of sci-
entists led by ASU researchers.
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Most cavefish species of the world are considered
threatened ot vulnerable because they are usually
found in a single cave, and their population sizes
tend to be small, The southetn cavefish seems to be
an exception. This species has been found in the sub-

really surprising is tofind it in o
- Although some populations of t
been aff uman ac

tiofis of this species have -
an activities, the ones in Ar-

kansas seen ood condition aceording toa.

recent study catried out by ASU researchers,
_ The:specimen from Lake Norfork has been depos-
ited in the ASU museum collection for possiblé stud-
ies in the fiture. ASU has the most complete collec-

tion of plants and animals of the state and one of the
. most complete for the Mid-South.* R

. For more information contact t._h_e'ASU 'Départ? "
ment;of Biological Sciences at biclogy@astate.edu.

Dr. Romero Is chalrman of Aibidlbdical'stléntes at ASU, and -
Conner [s a draduate student in the same department.
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| Blind cave fishes are supposed to be found only
in caves, but for the first time a blind cave fish has
| been encountered in an open lake, and it occurred in
! Arkansas.
On Feh. 20 an individual of the southern cave fish
- (Typhlichthys subterraneous) was collected at Lake
| Norfork in Baxter County by Steve Teems. This
" unique occurrence has surprised scientists. Of the
| 300 or so species of cave fishes that have been dis-
covered from around the world, this is the first time
such a fish has ever been found in open waters. .

" The southern cavefish is one of the two species of -

cave fishes found in Arkansas. The other one is the
| Ozark cavefish found in Northeast Arkansas. This
! species has been reported for Richardson Cavein
Fulton County, a well in Randolph County, and Alex-
ander Cave and Ennis Cave in Stone County. This is
the first record of this species for Baxter County.
When the specimen was collected and sent by the
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission to Arkansas
' State University for identification, it was quickly
recognized as a member of the southern cavefish

- species by its morphological characteristics. Anoth-
er species of cavefish closely related to the southern
cavefish is being described by a national team of sci-

entists led by ASU researchers.
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Most cavefish species of the world are considered
threatened ot vulnerablée because they are usually
found in a single cave, and their population sizes .
tend to be small. The southern cavefish seems tobe
an exception. This specles has been found in the sub-
terranéan Waters of two major areas atboth sides of
the Mississippi River:in the Ozark Plateau of centr:
and southeastern Missouri and Northeast Arkansa
and the Cumberiand and Intetior Low plateaus of
northwest Alabaina, niorthwest Georgia, central Ten-
nesseé and Kentucky; Its presence ih southern Indi- -
ana has been reported but to'be confirmed.
_Because of itg broad distr nitis: rpris
ing that more localities may be t
really surprising is tofinditin o S
_Although some populations of this species have -
an‘activities, the ones in Ar-

ies in the fitture; ASU has thé intost complete collec-

the Mid-South, - _

‘tion of plants and animals of the state and orie of the
_most commplete- e

For more information contact the ASU Depart-’

ment,of Biological Sciences at biclogy@astate.edu..

Dr. Romero is chairman of biological sclences at ASU, and
Conner I a araduate student in the same departrent.



