ASU launches new course
on science and Hollywood
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From the silent film era

* o Steven Spielberg movies,
science and scientists have
been represented in many
shapes and forms.

MNowr, & new course at
Arkansas State University
will examine not cnly how
accurately Hollywood has
presented those themes, bt
alzo how they reflect the
societal view of science and
scientizts throughout times.

The idea for the course
developed following the
success of last year's “5ei-
ence Flicks" series in which
a science-hased movie was
shown ar the Science Build-
ing at ASU-Jonesboro cach
manth followed by a panél
discussion with experts from
the field.

Mow the coprdinators of
the “Science Flicks™ series
are adding to this experience
a bigger academic dimen-
sinn. Movies will still be pre-
sented to the general public,
but students can choose to
participate in the experience
by digging deeper into the is-
snes presented.

Students interested in this
course will watch comple-
mentary monties at the 1i-

+brary, read a texthool and
papers and actively partici-
pate in the discussions about
these movies.

Among the topics to be
discuz=sed will be the public
perception of science, how 1o
watch for science content in
movies, the portrait of space
aliens, representation of ob-
jects colliding against Earth,
environmental catastrophes,
nuclesr wars, uncontrolled
EBrms, compuiers gome wild,
the portrayal of scientists,
predictions about the foture,
and scientific accuracy in
movies in general.

Course’s instructors

The course will be offered
at undergraduate and gradu-
ate levels. The instructors
will be Dirs, Aldemars Bome-
roand John Pratte. Romero,
a biologist, has written more
than S0 articles and books
to both learned and popular
aundiences. He has also wril-
ten, produced, and directed
more than 1,500 radio shows
anEl Sl tedevasion documien-
taries in the United States,
Eutope and Latin Americk

Pratte, a phy=icist, has
been a longtime advocate for
the use of narrative in teach-
inf acience, having present-
ed papers on the subject an
academic conferences. His
most recent resesrch has
been on the use of alterna-
tive methods for teaching
hands-on science,

The general public will
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Steven SFraI:rﬂg i5 showwn while filming “Jurassic Park,” one of
the most famous science-fiction movies of all time.

COURSE: General public gets in free

gtill have the opportunity
o see the movies and par-
ticipate in the discussion
Mowvie showings will take
place at the Lab Science
Building in room LEE 21%
every third Teesday at 5:30
p.m. bepinning in Seplem-
her. Admiszion to the gen-

eral public is frese,
For more information visit
bindogriasate. edu.
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