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YouTube proves recrumng, dvemsmg tool f(}I‘ ASU

BY ALDEMARO ROMERD
SPECL 15 THE SN

For miore than 4 year now,
the Department of Biologl-
cal Sclencea st Arkansas
State University has been
producing videos about the
research conducted and
teaching offered by that
bnstitution.

Initially the videos were
E':‘ll‘.l:d o the Department's

eb slte and also broadeast
b thee local pecess channel
1E CASUTY Y Then the vid-
08 wet's placed on YouTube
and AST'S name aarted ta
resonabe i cyberspace,

Many potential students
are now telling the admis-
sions office at ASU that the
maln reason they to
the university was
of the videos they watched
o YouTube.

According to Tammy
Fowler, director of Admis-
glona at A-State, “The RS3
feads, YouTube videas and
movie nlghts ne reach-
ing students through thelr
preferred medla, They ave
opening new doors in re-
crultment and students are
responding te it."

In many ways this {8 not
surprising. Lately YouTube
has n popular place
for young people who want
o know more about colleg-
e and unfversities and seek
visual images to get a better
sense of those (nstitutions
of 1l education.

& offioe of admissions

i 3 ek

0 ‘1|r'r|'| ot

A group of ASU students sra shown flim-

filming was used to pt‘udl.n:n ong of 'H-u ASU

ing dolphins during & marine mammal field videos balng broadcast on YouTuba,
coursa In the Florida Kays, Footige of this

is always looking for new
and innovative ways to cons
tact students. ... the faculty
of the Biology Department
work tirelessly 1o help us
They are on the culting
edge of student technol-
ogy,” Fowler said.

The themes of the videos
range widely, from Arkan-
Bas creatures, such ns the
ivary-billed woodpecker
end the slligatol snapping

turtle, vo anlmals that live
far away, such as the polar
bear or remole places such
as Antarctica. The videos
also bring the latest In labo-
ratory conducied
by ASU faculty in Areas

such &8 nerve regencration,

Lhe effects of nicotine on
health, and biotechnology
All these videos partray
not only ASU faculty but;
more importantly, stu-

dents, both graduate and
undergraduste. From the
beginning, the executive
production was given to
ASL students themselves,
such as Jane Anflinson, who
gradunted this year with

& master's degree in the
wildlife program, and now
by Anna McKie, a doc-
toral srudent ln the enviros-
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YOUTUBE: \More shows in works

mental sciences program,
The {dea was to ensure
that the videos wers edited
in the pace and format
students would welcomse,
#0 they could fesl that cur.
rent students were talk-
ing to themn as potential
studesnts. Even some of the
music was composed and
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students under the super-
vision of Dr. Amy Pearce,
gﬂ.{:hzmmk,m me, all
Another show that has
been posted is an interview
nniudmhrASUWuI
three graduate students:
Caroling Ros, David
Hayes, lndJmmrquwn.
in which they explained in
thelr ovwn words why ASU
is a great place to study.
The gender, ethnic, and
geographic diversity of the
studenls interviewed has
aftracted responses [rom
many potential stodents
not only natioowide but

Since
biology maintains a Web
page in four different lan-
puages, some of thoae re-
sponses are writlen in their
native
ﬂn!nfihnmm
talles ahoot snme couTses
affered at ASU that most
people would not expect
from aschoaol in & land-
locked state: marine mam-
malogy (lecture and lab)
mdaﬂ:ldm.u‘lmmammal
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variety of subjects and fac-
alty expertise at ASU. In
addition to YouTube these
shows can be viewed in the
Biology Department's Web
site at: hitpibiclogy. astare.
edoity_shows him.

nm]:o‘lh the Muwnuwtm:r:
of Biclogical Sciences at:
mailtocbiclogy@astate edu
or visit the Web gite:
biclogy.astate.edu.
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