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Spelean History Session

Thursday 9:00 - 12:00 noon

Scientists prefer them blind: a historiog-
raphy of hypogean fish research

Aldemaro Romero
Environmental Studies Program and Deparrment of
Bielogy,
Macalester College,
1600 Grand Ave.,
St. Paul, MN 55105-1899, U.S. A

TOMETO (Mmacalester.edu

The history of hypogean fish research has been strongly in-
fluenced by neo-Lamarckism (including orthogenesis) and
typological thinking. Only in the last few decades neo-Dar-
winism has made any inroads in the research approach to
this subject. The majoriry of the most distinguished and pro-
ductive hypogean fish researchers have used their research
subjects to confirm their own views on evolution tather than
to use those subjects as a spring of knowledge to enrich main-
stream biological thought. Of these views, I found that the
most perversive of all is the notion of evolutionary ‘progress’
that has led many researchers to envision hypogean tishes as
prime examples of ‘regressive’ evolution. | propose that the
utilization of hypogean fish for the study of convergent evo-
lurion should catapult these subjects of research into prime
objects of evolutionary studies.

Nuclear Fallout Shelters in
Mammoth Cave National Park

Colleen O'Connor Qlson
Mammoth Cave National Park
P.O. Box 7
Mammoth Cave, KY 42127

rick_olson@nps.com

Between 1963 and 1978 Mammoth Cave National Park
had four Civil Defense nuclear fallout shelters in the Mam-
moth Cave System and Grear Onyx Cave. Supplies included
food, water, a medical kit, sanitary supplies and devices to
check radiation.

Though Mammoth and Grear Onyx Caves probably would
have been as accessible and safe as other fallout shelters, usu-
ally basements i homes or public buildings, caves in general
would nor be as suirable for fallout shelrers. Most caves are
not in highly populated areas, do not have toads leading to
them and lack easy access entrances. A wellventilated cave
could ler fallout in, while a cave with lirtle ventilation could

be unsate for large aroups over long periods of rime, and the
cool remperature of most American caves would be uncom-
tortable for inactive people.

After 15 years in the cave, the shelter supplies were removed,
not always with carc. The water was poured our of the bar-
rels before removing them from the caves, washing away sedi-
ment and leaving eullies in the floor in Mammoth Cave's
Audubon Avenue. Workers destroyed gypsum flowers in
Crystal Cave. Mast of the supplies were disposed of, but the
carbohvdrate supplement candy, 15 vears old and “hard as
rocks”, was given ro National Park Service employees to eat.
The Office of Civil Defense no longer exists and fallout shel
rers are no longer common. The Mammoth Cave fallout
shelters are no longer a survival strategy, but an interesring
chapter in Mammoth Cave history.

Caves as Curiosities:
The Location of Cultural Values within
American Caves in the
Nineteenth-Century

Joseph C. Douglas
645 Brookhollow Rd.
Nashville, Tenn. 37205

During the nineteenth cenrury, one way Americans conceived
of caves was as natural curiosities, interesting spaces thar were
expressions of the sublime. Americans locared spirirual, reli-
gious, tomantic, and patriotic cultural values within caves,
giving them an tmporrance beyond their urilivarian and com-
mercial worth. By attaching these values to caves, Americans
creared ambiguous and contradictory interactions with the
cave environment, reflecting ditfering impulses towards the
narural world. The tension between commercial and urili-
tarian exploitation of caves and the cultural values of caves
was an important factor in the nascent cftorts to conserve
the cave cnvironment in the period.




