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Cocuzza teaches students how to be actors
A career in acting can appear very 

glamorous, particularly when we see 
those who make it big in movies or on 
Broadway. Yet, many good actors spend 
years of hard training before they make 
it to the big time – if they make it at all. 
Peter Cocuzza, a professor in the depart-
ment of theater and dance at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville, works 
with students who aspire to careers on 
stage or in front of the camera. 

Cocuzza was born in Perth Amboy, 
N.J., about 40 minutes from New York 
City. He obtained his bachelor ’s degree 
in chemistry from Westminster College 
in Pennsylvania and bachelor ’s and mas-
ter ’s degrees in fine arts from Ohio 
University. He said that one of the first 
things he does when he begins working 
with a new acting student is to assess 
whether he believes that they will make 
it. And making it in acting, Cocuzza said, 
is a lot about believing in oneself.

“I can teach you the formulas, the rules 
and the techniques, but if theater is not 
in your heart and if there is no natural 
ability, then the teaching becomes super-
ficial,” he said. “I can tell you where to 
stand, I can show you where to go, I can 
tell you how to write letters, but the heart 
and soul of the performance has to come 
from the student.” Of course, in addition 
to having the desire to act there must be 
a level of natural talent. 

“Most of it is talent,” Cocuzza said. 
“The training part is like learning the 
rules of playing basketball or golf. I don’t 
think that you can just have the natural 
talent and not have the training, but if I 
were going to put some percentages on 
it, I would say that it has to be 75 percent 
talent and 25 percent training.” Some 
actors, he said, also learn by watching 
other actors.

 “Hundreds of years ago before we had 
schools of theater and training programs 
and the neighborhood playhouse in New 
York and all these fantastic places where 
actors go to train, that is how you learned 

the profession – by watching,” Cocuzza 
said. “And it is still a very viable way to 
become better.”

One of the areas he teaches is comedy, 
which, for many, is the most difficult 
genre to master, he said. “I suppose 
that if you are a natural comedian then 
it is not hard. I think the reason people 
say that is because you are still saying 

words, you still have intentions,” he 
said. “There are still those acting tenets 
that we all follow and teach students, but 
there is something a little more interest-
ing about comedy. It usually comes in 
aligned delivery, timing, under coding, 
and there is a number of comic premises 
that we teach the students to use when 
they are in these situations so they can 

pick the one they want.”
Part of what he teaches his students 

is how to use body language and how to 
look at other actors in their eyes while on 
stage. One tool that he uses to teach these 
abilities is an acting mask. 

“A neutral mask is a mask that has 
no expression,” Cocuzza explained. “It 
is a white mask and the expression that 

comes through the mask is what the 
actors do with their bodies. Once you 
put on a neutral mask, the way you hold 
your body is clearly sending a message 
through the mask and giving the mask 
life. We use the mask to make students 
more aware of how they are using their 
bodies and what kinds of information 
they are giving off.” 

When asked about the major difference 
between acting for a camera or on a stage, 
Cocuzza was very clear. “The biggest dif-
ference is that the camera puts you in a 
small box or in some cases the big screen 
when you are in a movie, but because of 
the numbers of close-ups and tight shots 
or mid shots, you rarely see the whole 
person’s body. So there is less opportunity 
to move in big ways and there are a lot of 
close-ups. Camera actors need to not tone 
down their work, but rather understand 
that too much movement is going to 
destroy what the audience sees,” he said. 
“On the stage you are on an open space, 
people are 500 or 150 feet away and you 
have to gesture big.” 

Cocuzza, who is an actor himself by 
training, is now a director as well. There 
are many cases of actors becoming direc-
tors and directors becoming actors. But, 
is that an easy transition? “I think so,” 
he said. “I think directors and actors 
can sometimes be interchangeable. Good 
actors know how to direct themselves 
and a good director knows when to let an 
actor be an actor.” 

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can 
be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.
edu.

Aldemaro Romero
College Talk

Photo by Otis Sweezey

Professor Peter Cocuzza directing one of his students.
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Collinsville School District 10 and 
the Collinsville Education Association   
have reached an agreement on a one-
year employment contact for the 450 
certified professionals of the school 
district, according to a news release 
issued by the CEA.

The new agreement gives teachers 
a raise of .75 percent on their base 
salary schedule, along additional 
professional time to work with other 
teachers on student related issues 
and improvements to the teacher 
evaluation process.

The contract was passed by the 
board of education on Monday with 
a vote 5-2. The teachers association 
passed the agreement on June 11 
with  90 percent voting yes.

“We are very pleased that we were 
able to come to a fair agreement at 
the table,” CEA Co-President Stacey 
Lauenstein said. “We recognize that 
these are challenging economic times 
for everyone in our community. I 
think what we accomplished, with a 

majority of the board, in this environ-
ment shows that everyone worked 
hard for fairness and for the best 
interest of the students of Unit 10.”

CEA Co-President Kevin Robinson 
said teachers were very supportive 
and thankful for the improvements 
made in the evaluation process and 
the increased time to work with 
other teachers.

“Our objective is to always make 
sure that our evaluation procedure 
accurately promotes the goal of 
improving teacher effectiveness,” 
Robinson said. “These improvements 
help us to do that and will also bring 
the evaluation procedure into com-
pliance with the new requirements 
in the law.”

According to union officials the 
increased time for teacher collabora-
tion will take effect during the 2013-
14 school year.

The CEA and the Board of 
Education began negotiations in 
June and reached a tentative agree-
ment  on June 20. This year’s contract 
was due to expire on Aug. 10.
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Barnes also joined fellow Glen Carbon patrolman Ned Miller in the 
Law Enforcement Torch run to benefit Illinois Special Olympics.

Glen Carbon Chief of Police John Lakin described Barnes as an 
"asset" to the village of Glen Carbon.

Beyer Auto Body and Towing was recognized as the July Business 
of the Month.

Jackstadt said the Beyer family –  Mike Sr., Jane, Mike Jr. and Ed 
– opened the business in Glen Carbon in 1986.

The business, located at 222 W. Main St., annually donates the 
vehicle used in the smash-a-car promotion at the Glen Carbon 
Homecoming.

Board members also approved the appointments of Kathi Jackstadt, Jerome 
Kellerman and Gail Pijut to the Community Events Committee for terms 
beginning Aug. 1, 2012, and ending July 31, 2015.

The Glen Carbon Village Board meets again at 7 p.m. on Aug. 14.
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That turning point came with 
the band's victory at the Splash 
City Battle of the Bands this past 
June, when Love Me Leave Me 
beat out seven other local acts 
for the opportunity to continue 
onto the Regional Championships 
in Champaign. There, the group 
went up against two other bands, 
and were crowned the winners of 
the competition.

"Regionals (were) a lot of fun," 
Bonk said. "The sound people 
were awesome... we're playing up 
at the State Fair because of that, 
on August 18." The band also just 
took first place at the PBC Battle of 
the Bands last Saturday.

That kind of success doesn't 
come without hard work, though 
- a fact that Morris is quick to 
point out.

"We're always very serious about 
practicing," he explained, stating 
that the band practices twice a 
week during the summer, and as 
much as they possibly can during 
the school year. "They definite-
ly had a lot of constructive criti-
cism at Regionals, which is a good 

thing, because we all have things 
we can work on."

However, all that work is paying 
off with even better opportunities 
to play. Over the past summer, 
Love Me Leave Me has performed 
at a wide variety of venues across 
the area, including Bobby's Frozen 
Custard, Boulevard Wing Street, 
and festivals such as the Route 66, 
Bonifest, and Tigerstock.

On some weeks, the band has 
played as many as five shows 
within a seven-day period, with 
Cooper noting, "I heard someone 
say we had shows every weekend 
for six or seven weeks in a row."

Love Me Leave Me boasts a rep-
ertoire of over 50 cover songs, cit-
ing bands such as Blink 182, Green 
Day, Red Hot Chili Peppers, and 
Sublime as some of their major 
influences. Morris's predilection 
for '80s classics has lead them to 
add some older songs into the set 
list, as the band works towards 
expanding their set to accommo-
date different audiences.

"Having more songs is giving 
us the ability to [play to difference 
audiences] more than we could in 
the beginning," Bonk explained. 

Being able to reach a wider audi-
ence is quickly becoming more 
and more important to the group, 

who have attracted the attention 
of record executives and are cur-
rently in talks with a label, leaving 
a group of proud parents waiting 
to see where the band's dreams 
will take them.

"It's been really awesome," said 
Laurie Bonk, mother of the group's 
drummer. "Everyone's been really 
supportive. We love it. The parents 
are at all of their shows, cheering 
them on."

At the moment, the band plays 
two original songs, and look for-
ward to writing more throughout 
the school year, when the frenzy 
of summer shows die down. But 
even as textbooks start to loom in 
their future once more, the group's 
love for music and performing 
remains apparent.

"I like seeing people singing the 
words," Cooper said. "Obviously 
they won't be singing our songs 
yet, but I like seeing people that 
recognize the songs we play."

Morris, too, seems enthused 
about getting a positive response 
from their audience.

"Even if the crowd's only 20 
people, we want to try to get them 
into it." 

Yet in the end, rather than don-
ning the ambivalent attitude so 
commonly attributed to rock stars 

of the day and age, Love Me Leave 
Me simply wants to express their 
gratitude for the support they've 
received from the area, including 
local sponsors such as Swing City. 

"We really appreciate all the 
fans, and all the support from 
everybody," Bonk said, as the rest 
of the band quickly chimed in 
their agreement, adding how many 
friends they've made throughout 
their time playing shows, and ask-
ing readers to continue their sup-
port of local music.

If you'd like to catch Love Me 
Leave Me live, you can see them at 
any of their shows below, or like 
them on Facebook at http://face-
book.com/lovemeleavemeband 
for band updates. 

August
10 - Boulevard Wing Street with 

Explosive Space Modulator (7:30 
- 10 p.m.), Edwardsville 

18 - Illinois Teen Battle of the 
Bands, Illinois State Fair (12-5:30 
p.m.), Springfield 

24 -  Boulevard Wing Street (6 - 9 
p.m.), Edwardsville 

September
8 - Bunker Hill Festival (4 - 6 

p.m.), Bunker Hill 
October 
27 - Father McGivney High 

School 5K Run, Maryville 
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“Even if you're not playing, we invite 
the public to come out and enjoy the mud vol-

leyball,” Obernuefemann said.
“It’s pure fun and if you’re playing it’s 

probably the cheapest mud bath you’ll get to 
take.”

To date the tournament has raised over $5,000 
for the Main Street Community Center with the 
money used for programing at the center.

“We would like to thank the Edwardsville 
Moose Lodge for their continued support of 
this program.”

Anyone interested in registering  can do so 
at City Hall in the Parks and Recreation office 
at www.cityofedwardsville.com, or by calling 
692-7538.

MUD
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In this photo from a previous tournament, it's apparent players do get covered in mud.

BAND

Collinsville teachers 
OK one-year contract

VILLAGE
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"Packages are very colorful and 
what I would say is youth oriented, 
and give absolutely no information 
on what chemicals are contained," 
Gibbons said

Gibbons said the confiscation of 
evidence is not enough to produce 
an "automatic situation" in which The 
Grind is ordered to close.

"We're not at a stage where legally 
they have to close," he said.

Gibbons said the war on drugs has 
to be fought on many fronts.

While heroin has taken the spot-
light lately, he said hospital visits are 
up 6,000 percent this year over last 
year because of situations involving 
synthetic drugs.

St. Louis-area police and prosecu-
tors say the nationwide crackdown 
on synthetic designer drugs is fair 

warning to makers, distributors and 
sellers: Authorities are coming after 
you.

Synthetic drugs have grown tre-
mendously in popularity in recent 
years, sold under names such as 
“Spice” or “Vanilla Sky” in head 
shops, smoke shops and convenience 
stores. St. Louis-area law enforce-
ment officials say the makers and 
sellers are targeting them to teenag-
ers knowing full well they’ll be used 
to get high.

Nationwide, law enforcement agen-
cies in 109 cities conducted raids.

With the DEA cracking down on 
meth and heroin, making them hard-
er to get, many people are turning to 
synthetics, authorities said at a news 
conference in St. Louis.

Legislating against synthetic drugs 
is difficult because manufacturers 
often tweak the formulas to stay a 
step ahead of lawmakers. 

The Associated Press also contributed 
to this story.
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